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Luke 11:1

I want to say here that if all those who come to the Lord in our meetings would PRAY FOR ME DAILY, God would do mightier works than we have ever seen! God would honor those prayers! They would have a great share in every spiritual victory that He would give!

God would have every Christian spend more time in prayer. So many are too full of activity, too busy. But activity is not spirituality. Real spirituality, however, will produce spiritual activity. Men do not "work up" a prayer‑life. Men do not develop the spiritual life by their own strength. The real prayer‑life is a gift from God. He creates that life in the heart. It is God's work.

Through prayer God puts something in the heart that man cannot obtain by any other means. The story is told of a quick‑tempered boy who was in a reform school because he had committed murder. He had a fierce, terrible temper. A Christian lady begged for him and finally obtained him. She taught him to pray. She knew that only God could quell and control that violent temper. (Ever lose your temper? Go aside and ask God for help!) One day she was watching him at play; and saw him leave the other boys. He had a grim look on his face as he came inside and went to his room. This Christian woman tip‑toed to his door and heard him praying. "Oh, Jesus!' she heard him say, "Auntie said that when I felt my awful temper coming on, and I felt like saying or doing something mad, I should come and tell You all about it. I ask you to help me now. Amen." He burst out of the room, crying, "Auntie, it works, it works!" And rushed back to play. God stilled the storm in the depths of that heart.

When God speaks, it is done. When the Lord Jesus said, "Peace, be still," there was peace, and stillness. Beloved, as a result of prayer, GOD SPEAKS, GOD ACTS. Loved ones are saved. Drunkards are sobered. The unclean are made holy. Children get saved and follow His Voice the rest of their lives. Miracles are accomplished that the mere power of man could never bring about. And GOD ACTS in answer to prayer.

Just as truly as Jesus said, "My KINGDOM is not of this world," so truly His METHODS are not of this world. Paul said that the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, are not of the flesh. Our weapons are spiritual. We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers. And these require spiritual weapons of warfare.

"Not to the STRONG is the battle,

Not to the SWIFT is the race;

But to the FAITHFUL in Jesus

Victory cometh, by grace!"

A native pastor in China was so anxious about the souls of 1,000 students, that he prayed for each one by name, until many of them were saved and many became preachers of the Gospel!

Oh, the results of prayer! What could God give if all Christians would become earnest in prayer and band themselves together in mighty petitions to God to send a real revival to our land! But so few are in earnest. So few want to get that close to God because it will mean getting their lives cleaned up of worldliness and sin. So few are willing to actually pay the price of getting right themselves. The lack, the dearth, the famine in their hearts for lack of real prayer! God would put His ALL at our disposal if we prayed, as we ought!

God wants to answer the prayers of every man who is clean, who prays, who believes. God always honors real prayer. The answer is not always seen here, but it will be seen yonder in the Glory. God doesn't want us to expect answers to be just like others. He may answer them differently from the way He answers you. There is a danger in looking at others. We are to pray and keep our eyes fixed on HIM. Don't covet the fruit He gives someone else. Remember that God wants to deal with you as an individual.

Without prayer the abundant life is impossible. In John 10 the Lord Jesus says that He came that we might have life and have it more abundantly. The Moffatt Translation puts it this way: "I am come that they might have life and have it TO THE FULL."

What was the secret in the life of the amazing Apostle Paul? His body was weak and contemptible. He didn't strive after eloquence. He was probably a small, hunchbacked, dwarf‑like squint‑eyed little preacher but he SHOOK THE ROMAN EMPIRE! He PULLED DOWN THE DEVIL'S STRONGHOLDS! He was a MIGHTY, POWERFUL INFLUENCE NOT ONLY IN HIS GENERATION BUT FOR ALL GENERATIONS TO COME! Why? Because the Lord Jesus Christ enriched Paul's life with His Own Life! That was the secret. He poured His Power into this little man Paul, until he said, "In Him that strengtheneth me, I am able for anything!" Paul really lived. He lived his life to the full! Paul depended on the Holy Spirit. He prayed. He begged his converts for prayer. No wonder Paul was so mightily used. Think of all the converts who were praying for him!

Spiritual blessings come through prayer. Gordon said, "You can do more than pray, AFTER you have prayed. But you can never do more than pray, until after you have prayed."

All success in spiritual work depends upon praying. A certain missionary, laboring but having little fruit, wanted to set aside more time for prayer, but she was afraid the people would accuse her of neglecting her work. But she was driven to her knees. The result? She began to see men and women accepting Jesus! The whole district was awakened. "God did more in six weeks than I did in six years," she said, "and no one accused me of shirking my duties."

A man can run man's business without prayer. But a man cannot run God's business without prayer. There are ministers today who are so busy in the affairs of their church that they have only a minimum of time left for prayer. But a man who knows that the church is God's business will give prayer the first place in his ministry. A preacher who prays but little may see some results, but the fruit may be someone else's. God rewards every man according to his works. That praying person, not in a place of leadership, may be the true soul‑winner. A preacher may think of the converts as his own, but they are not his because he did not give himself to prayer! Do you believe this truth, Christian? "Every convert is the result of the Holy Spirit pleading in answer to the prayers of some believer."

R. A. Torrey's son said that his father lived on his knees; his face showed it.  Notice the 11th chapter of Hebrews, what prayer does. "Oh," you say, "that is the FAITH chapter, not prayer." No, faith is exercised IN PRAYER. No walls fall without prayer!

"God is no respecter of persons." Do you believe that statement? That means that whatever God has done for His saints who prayed and believed Him, He can do for you.

We are to be specific in prayer. Some missionaries in India wanted a real revival in India, and they prayed definitely that God would send a revival such as the great Welsh Revival. They wrote to friends back home and asked them to pray for this thing. Coal miners met for a half hour each day at dawn, and in a few weeks the answer came! The missionaries sent the message: "The Blessing Has Come."

I read of a girl in India in whose tent a light was burning at night, which was contrary to the rules. She was just fifteen years old but she knew the Lord loved souls, and when the reason for this light was investigated, they found that she was in the corner of her tent praying, on into the midnight hour, over a list of 500 names she had written down, calling each name before the Lord.

The victory comes through spiritual means. Jacob first wrestled with God, then he had power with men. Jesus taught His disciples to pray, then they knew how to preach.

The disciples, in Luke 11, did not say, "Lord, teach us to preach." They said, "Lord, teach us to pray." Prayer is the first thing. Through prayer we come to learn how to do other things in the Christian life.

Today, as we realize what a world of power there is in prayer, let us get alone with the Lord and let Him speak to our hearts. Let us listen to what He has to say to us as individuals. Let us give God a chance in our lives and create within us a new heart, a heart that desires to PRAY as never before!
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