RESPONSIBILITIES

Jesse M. Hendley

Mark 8:36

I want to speak to you on responsibil​ity before God and responsibility when we meet the Lord. This is not a repul​sive message. It is an attractive mes​sage, but it will also stimulate us to realize our terrific place into which God has placed us and our influence. Do not think for a moment that you do not have an influence. You do! Everybody influ​ences somebody. Our influence (good or bad) affects other people for eternity. That is very important.

"North Glencoe Baptist Church" 

I'm giving my testimony of a meeting we just had. There was a wonderful outpouring of the Spirit of God. There was great revival. It was in North Glencoe Baptist Church, Glencoe, Ala​bama. A thirty-year-old preacher is there. I am utterly amazed at the spiri​tuality of this young man. He was saved at ten years of age and began to preach immediately. He was a real boy preacher through the years. He has been preach​ing for twenty years. That is amazing to me.

The hand of the Lord in on this young man. He was raised in a Christian atmosphere. He gave his heart to the Lord and he is fully surrendered to the Lord. God gave him a precious wife and they are moving together in unity in the things of God. They have some lovely children to raise for the Lord. He is a man of God, a man of the Spirit. We had wonderful fellowship together in this meeting.

He was in a conference. He had two speakers. The other speaker spoke first, and I closed out. I spoke Sunday morning. Someone else spoke in the earlier service Sunday, and then I spoke. It went the same way through Tuesday night. It was very wonderful to see what God did. There was a tremendous move​ment of the Spirit that you don't see often and that I have not seen in a long time.

Here and there, there is a movement of the Spirit of God that makes me believe that we may be on the verge of a real revival among the people of God, that will bring in the last people to be saved that make up the complement of the Church that only God knows, and then the Lord is going to come for His Church.

One of the most beautiful things that I have seen happened at one of the services. A lady came out of the choir, went into the audience, got her daugh​ter and brought her forward, and then knelt at the altar and prayed for a while during the invitation. When they stood, this precious lady with a very awesome voice said, "I brought this girl into the world. Tonight I realized as never be​fore that I am responsible for her soul as long as she is under my roof, as long as she has not become an adult. I am responsible to lead her in spiritual things, to bring her to God, to teach her the Word of God, and to raise her for the Lord."

When God gives us a child, before education of the mind, and food for the body, certainly, the most important thing a parent can do is to teach that child about Christ and the Word of God, and to teach him to love Christ and love the Bible, and to live for God.

She shook us up. It was a beautiful expression, not something wild. It was just facing truth. That is our responsi​bility.

When God gives you a child, he places a soul in your hands that will live for eternity either in heaven or in hell. The first teachers of that child ought to be in the family. The first things that children learn are from their parents. If parents are not godly, and do not teach them to love Christ above everything else, and to know Christ (Who He is, what He did for them, and for the world) who will? But how can you and I do that unless we know Christ our​selves? Unless I am studying about Christ, I am not going to do that and neither are you. We are going to give an account to the Lord not only for our own souls, but we will give an account for our children.

"Our Own Souls"

In speaking about Christian responsi​bility, the first thing we notice is the responsibility for our own souls. I am responsible for my soul. You are responsible for your soul. By souls I mean life. God gives you a life in this world from birth to death or from birth to the Rapture. You have a life to live. It is called in Scripture a race to be run like an athletic contest. It is called a battle to be fought like a soldier fights a battle. It is like a pilgrimage. We are "strangers and pilgrims on earth.” We are foreigners in a foreign country and looking forward to heaven. All of these are Scripture references to the Christian life.

The Lord Jesus said, "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul (lose his life)" (Mark 8:36). We are given this life on earth. We can either lose it or gain it. When a child is born into this world, he is born with an empty mind. Every day that mind has fed into it, truth and untruth, that which is good and that which is bad. It is fed by parents, surroundings, television, ra​dio, what is read to it and more. The mind begins to form opinions from that which enters into it. My soul, my life, is mine. Even though I receive things from other people, and they had better feed into my mind that which is not bad, I am responsible for what I do with this information.

It is spoken of Christ in Isaiah 7:16, "For before the child shall know to refuse evil, and choose the good," We have to learn the difference between good and bad and choose the good and leave out the bad. We have to do that when we read, when we study, when we watch television, and when we walk with our companions. If we are intelli​gent about our own souls, we will be careful about the company we keep, what we read, what we listen to, and what we think about, because inevita​bly, as a man thinketh, so is he. Our thoughts control our emotions and they control our behavior. If my thoughts are bad, my emotions and my behavior will be bad. No man commits murder until it is conceived in his mind, and fired up in his emotions, which leads him to knife, kill, or destroy another human being. When a man has done that, he has done a very, very horrible thing.

When God conceived me in my mother's womb, He conceived a life that will live forever. The natural life that I received from Adam will still live on, but it doesn't know God. I have to be born again by receiving Christ to receive the life of God. Then, when I die, I can go to heaven or I'll be in the Rapture. But if I reject Christ, then I am rejecting God and when I die, I will go to hell. That is the teaching of the Bible, the Word of God. So, I am responsible for my own soul, first of all. It is written in Romans 14:12, "So then every one of us shall give account of himself (no​body else) to God."

"The Souls of Others"

In one of our meetings a man come forward and knelt at the altar. He was very agitated. When he stood to give his testimony, he told how he had been in a prison as a Christian and had failed to witness to a man, though the Spirit of God had urged him to do so. He said that later this man hanged himself. He was found in his cellblock, dead. He said, "I should have witnessed to that man." Well, the Lord does tell us that we have a responsibility in that area. We are responsible for the souls of other people in our witness to them. I told him, "You are not responsible for that man going to hell. That was his sole responsibility. You were responsible to witness to him, but God is not going to blame you for his being lost, because the ultimate responsibility for a lost soul is the individual." The only soul we can lose is our own.

The Lord Jesus says in Matthew 5:13, "Ye are the salt of the earth, and in verse 14, "Ye are the light of the world." He says in verse 16, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. " Salt of the earth. Light of the world. Let your light shine. That adds up to responsi​bility.

"Salt"

Matthew 5:13, "Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. "Jesus is using a picture of our responsibility, our lives as Chris​tians in this world.

Why doesn't God take us home to heaven the minute we are saved? He loves us. Christ died for us. We are His Bride. He is our Bridegroom. It is because there is something to be done. What is it? We are the salt of the earth. Salt is a preservative. The only thing that is preserving this world from corrupting itself totally is the Spirit of God working in the hearts and lives of born again believers, those of us who know the Lord. We are salt. We are not to be adding to the world's sin and judgment, but we are to be a preserva​tive, preserving the knowledge of God and the Gospel of salvation to lost souls that will be saved in the midst of an ungodly, lost world that is on its way to eternal doom.

"Good for Nothing"

He says, "If the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?" What is the purpose of salt? It is a preservative. You salt meat to preserve it. In the old days before they had refrigeration they used salt. We use salt today as a preservative. You are a preservative, a taste of God in the midst of this world. But, if you and I so move in the things of the world that we lose our saltiness, lose our tang, lose our power to hinder sin, then we might as well not be living.

So, a Christian whose life is not an influence for God and good, and who is not helping hold back the tidal wave of sin and snatching souls out of hell is "good for nothing." That is a state​ment about many human beings who were once good for something, but allowed the world, the flesh or the devil to come in and became "good for noth​ing." That is a warning to us.

We have the responsibility to hold back the tidal wave of evil by our lives. Others round about us see our lives and they see how we are living. They know it is different. They can see the victory in our lives. Some are going to believe. Not all, but many will. We will influence people for heaven, not hell; for God, not the devil; for righteous​ness, not sin; for goodness, not bad​ness; for peace, instead of misery. Sin always brings misery. There is a mul​titude of miserable people in the world.

Many people say, "I don't have a ministry. I need to go out and be a missionary or something else." Look at your home. Look at your influence round about you and you will see your real responsibility. You are the salt of the earth, but if you lose that walk with God, that effectiveness, that special life, then you are good for nothing. When you become good for nothing, then there is nothing left for salt but to be cast out and it will be trodden under the foot of men. The ungodly despise a false profession of Christianity. That is really what happens to a Christian when he loses his saltiness.

"The Restrainer"

One of the proofs of this is in II Thessalonians 2:7-8, where we read that antichrist cannot appear until that which restrains "be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed." There is a restrainer of sin. That restrainer is the Holy Spirit in the lives of godly men and women who are salt and are holding back, as bad as things are, the tidal wave of sin that will produce antichrist. When the Rapture takes place and the Church is gone, the Spirit is going to get out of the way and sin is coming to the head. Unbridled sin will cover the earth.

I don't want to be in this world when there will be unhindered sin in every life, except those in the Tribulation Period who are born again. In the majority of people there will be no hindrance to sin. They will be totally dominated by a sinful nature, because they have refused to be born again and have the life of God. They will be given over to sin and its consequences. This always brings misery.

"Sin is Deadly"

"For the wages of sin is (always) death.” (Romans 3:23). There is no way in the world that you can make sin anything else but contributing to death. Anything that God says not to do is deadly. He doesn't say not to do it because He wants to keep us from the good. He is trying to keep us from getting hurt. Sin is deadly.

A man who commits adultery hurts himself, the woman he commits adul​tery with, his loved ones, his friends and his God. This goes for a woman or a boy or girl. I am talking about any sin, anything that is wrong according to God's Word.

When you begin to take up the banner for that which is wrong or right, you better be sure that you are going accord​ing to God's Word. Only there, can you really learn what is wrong and what is right.

"Light"

In Matthew 5:14 Jesus said to His disciples, "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.. "  The world is in darkness. You are the only light that this world has. Are you light? Are you illuminating the darkness around you, or are you allow​ing the darkness to get to you?

Darkness is a terrible thing. This darkness in the New Testament refers to "the lack of knowledge of God." Where God is not known, men follow their own minds, their own ways, and they get into sin because there is a fallen nature. Sin brings wretchedness, mis​ery, despair, suffering, and death. Only the light of the knowledge of God can save a person. "Light" means "the knowledge of truth, the right way to walk." 

"Manifest"

The Lord God Almighty is manifest​ing Himself to people. Jesus Christ said, "He that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him." (John 14:21). “Manifest” means "to make visible." Christ is life. Christ shining through.

Paul said, "That Christ may be mani​fested in my mortal body" Paul said that he wasn't trying to live the Christian life on his own. He was surrendering to Jesus to let Him live His life through him.

He surrendered his mind. Paul's mind belonged to Christ. "I have the mind of Christ," he said. To what degree can you say, "I have the mind of Christ? I'm thinking like Christ, I'm thinking His thoughts toward my husband, my wife, my son, my daughter, my business associates, my friends, my acquaintan​ces and God?”  That means you are thinking like Jesus. Are you? Am I? After we are saved, this is what it means to have an influence for the Lord. So, if I have the mind of Christ and I am thinking about God and bringing Him into every area of my life (my family, my business relationships, my school relationships, my friendships), there will be light, and light brings blessing. People can see how to walk in the light. In the darkness people stumble and fall and get hurt and die.

Paul said that the devil has blinded the minds of unbelievers, "lest the light of the knowledge of the glory of God should shine unto them." "The glory of God" means "the manifestation of Who He is, how wonderful He is," to know this wonderful Being, to know this God Who designed this world. 

"Designer"

The other day I saw a tiny bowl filled with the most beautiful colored flow​ers. They were deep purple, bright yellow, all different colors. It was a burst of beautiful colors. I thought, "No man on earth designed these flowers." Who designed them? The Lord. I re​membered the verse, "Whose ARCHI​TECT and builder is God." Abraham looked for a city, the Holy City, coming up in the future for all of us who love Christ. God designed it. Architect comes from the Greek word meaning techni​cian. We get technician from the Greek word technitis, technician, specialist, designer, the one who planned it in his mind, conceived it, and brought it into fruition." He designed everything. He designed those beautiful flowers. What a mind! When we study the Bible, our minds are in touch with the mind of God.

"Knowledge of God"

How wonderful is this God with Whom we have to do. The most wonderful thing in the world is that He comes down to us and gives us light, the knowledge of Himself as we know Christ. I am so grateful for His shining through my darkness and bringing me the light of His knowledge.

Life cannot be fruitful and successful without God. The man who runs his own life and does not come to God and let God save him and run his life will find himself the greatest loser in all the world. Nothing a man can lose on earth will be like losing the knowledge of God. Don't miss God, my friend. He is not only a luxury. He is a necessity. My greatest need is to know God, walk with Him, and by His invitation, come live with Him forever! What a glorious truth!

This great God offers the knowledge of Himself unto us, but it comes to us through Jesus in the face of Jesus Christ. That rules out all religions that reject the Lord Jesus Christ.

Knowing God is the greatest knowl​edge a person can possess. Some people deny that you can ever know God, but the Bible speaks of knowing God and finding the knowledge of God. "He has shined in our hearts the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." So, when you accept Jesus Christ as your Saviour, God shines in your heart the knowledge of Himself and you get to know God and you know that you know God. That doesn't mean that you are in heaven yet, or that you see Him with your physical eyes. It doesn't mean that you hear Him with physical ears, but there is a Spirit within you. He comes in spirit. The Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, three Divine Beings, come to dwell in your mind.

I thought the other day about how serious and important it is and how wonderful and precious it is to know that God is watching every thought. God is there in my mind---Father, Son and Holy Spirit. They know my thoughts, my plans, and my purposes every moment. They love me. They want me to know them better each day (Their ways, plans, purposes, love, Themselves)!

That ought not to make life a frighten​ing thing, because these Beings love us. God planned for Christ to die for us from the foundation of the world. Christ is willing to come and take a body that His Father prepared to be born into this world and become a man to take that body to the cross and bear our sins in His own body on the cross. The Holy Spirit comes down to come within us and affect the new birth and give us the very life of God when we receive Jesus. He lives within us our Divine Friend to lead us and guide us in the life that is blessed and is no longer destructive or sinful or hurtful. When will we ever, as human beings, learn that our way will not work? We must go God's way if it is to work.

"The Felt Presence of God."

It is wonderful how God is working today. I want to continue to tell you about the meeting we had at North Glencoe Baptist Church. On Monday night I preached on "What God is Really Like". God is holy, but He is also love. I brought it into proper perspective as it is found in the Bible. The presence of the Lord was marvel​ous there. At the invitation people came to receive Christ as Saviour and Lord.

The presence of God was felt in that meeting so much. It was one of those services that you will never forget. There was shouting that went on, but it wasn't worked up. God hates shouting that is worked up. Some people go to religious meetings to put on a show that is worked up and I warn about that. I don't want anything like that.

At the close of the service, we began to sing, "There is a fountain filled with blood/Drawn from Emmanuel's veins;/ And sinners plunged beneath that flood,/ Lose all their guilty stains./" The cross of Christ was there---the love of God that gave His Son, the love of the Son that gave His life. Those of us who were born again Christians were profoundly moved.

One lady rose and she began to shout praises to God. You could see that it was not put on. She didn't just get up to shout. This came on the basis of pre​cious, divine truth coming home, of the reality of God and His holiness, but yet love for us, His holiness that hates our sin, but His love that made the atone​ment and gave His son to die. The love of Jesus, Who loved God but left God and came into this world and went to that cross and bled and died and paid for every human being with His own blood.

Glory flooded that place. Nobody wanted to leave. We sang on and on and on. People came forward. Christians were rededicating their lives to the Lord. There was a movement of God all over the audience. I don't know how long we tarried, but the Spirit of the Lord was moving in that place in great power, because God was illuminating, giving His light to precious souls, mak​ing His sweet presence known and felt by all!

Friends, will you receive Christ as your Saviour? He loves you. Believe it! He has done on the cross, in six hours, all that God requires of you except one thing. Believe it! Believe God loves you and trust Christ and live with Him in the Bible and prayer and for Him in testimony to others.

God bless you.
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