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Psalm 51:10

Conversion is that voluntary change in the mind of the unsaved in which he TURNS, on the one hand, FROM SIN; and on the other hand, TO CHRIST.

1. Turning FROM SIN is REPENTANCE. Negative.

2. Turning TO CHRIST is FAITH. Positive.

This turning, from sin to Christ, is man's part and the NEW BIRTH, the NEW LIFE, is God's part.

REPENTANCE is simply man's TURNING. God's Word speaks of this voluntary activity of the human soul. He speaks of this change.

GOD TURNS MEN TO HIMSELF: Psalm 85:4, "Turn us, O God of our salvation." Jeremiah 31:18, "Turn Thou me and I shall be turned." And Lamentations 5:21, "Turn Thou us unto Thee, O Jehovah, and we shall be turned."

BUT MEN ARE EXHORTED TO TURN THEMSELVES:

Proverbs 1:23, “Turn ye at My reproof; behold, I will pour out My Spirit upon

YOU.”

Isaiah 31:6, "Turn ye unto Him from Whom ye have deeply revolted."

Ezekiel 14:6, "Repent ye, and turn yourselves from idols."

Ezekiel 33:11, "If the wicked does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity."

Ezekiel 33:11, "I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will ye die."

Joel 2:12, "Therefore saith the Lord, Turn ye unto Me with all your heart . . . rend your hearts . . , turn unto the Lord your God."

These two phases are clearly seen in two references in the Book of Acts: In 3:26 we see God's part “in turning away every one of you from your iniquities:” And in 11 :21 we see man's part, "a great number that believed turned unto the Lord."

1. God is the Giver of a new heart and spirit. In Psalm 51:10 we read, "Create in me a clean heart, O God."

Ezekiel 11:19, "I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you."

Ezekiel 36:26, "A new heart will I give you and a new spirit"

2. Yet men are commanded to make for themselves a new heart and a new spirit. Ezekiel 18:31, "Cast away from you all your transgressions and make you a new heart and spirit, for why will ye die?"

II Corinthians 7:1, "Having therefore these promises, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the sight of God."

Philippians 2:12, 13, "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure."

Ephesians 5:14, "Awake, thou that sleepest . . . walk circumspectly . . . redeeming the time . . . be not unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is."

MEN MUST TURN! The heart of the people (we read in Acts 28:27) is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and should be CONVERTED, and I should heal them." God WANTED Israel to be saved. But they would not. God is always ready to do His part. But man must TURN. Man must TURN TO HIM OR BE LOST FOREVER!

This is a two‑fold work. This TURNING and BEING SAVED is not chronological. It is a simultaneous work. Man turns to God and God gives man a new spirit, a new heart.

You remember the incident of the man with the withered hand. He was told to stretch it out! He first had to stretch it out and not wait on God to give him the strength to do it. God worked SIMULTANEOUSLY  WITH  HIS WILL.

The man who was sick with the palsy had to take up his bed and walk! He was simply to obey the command. He was not to wait for power to obey. He was just TO OBEY. This was FAITH.

The unsaved are not told to go through a period of AGONIZING FOR WEEKS and spend whole nights in prayer BEGGING for salvation, nor are they commanded to wait UNTIL THEY FEEL a certain way, or until they feel FORCED to turn to the Lord. MEN ARE TO ACT AT ONCE. MEN ARE TO TURN TO THE LORD. When they do this sincerely, with all their heart, and want to know God's ways, GOD DOES THE REST. He puts within them a new heart. He will give the needed power to obey. The first thing to do is OBEY GOD.  God never forces His way in. Christ stands at the door (of the heart) and knocks. The part that man must do is LET HIM IN. Man must open the door. Man must cooperate with the Lord.

The first, primary meaning of the word CONVERSION is the turning from sin. But after a person is saved, there are many things about which the Lord wants him to turn. But this is not the primary meaning.

The two elements in conversion are REPENTANCE AND FAITH. TRUE REPENTANCE is that voluntary change of mind on the part of the unsaved person in which he turns from sin. This change of mind involves a change of VIEW, of FEELING, and of PURPOSE.

Change of View

1. Change of VIEW: That is an intellectual element, a recognition of sin as involving personal guilt, personal defilement, personal helplessness. This is sometimes called the "full knowledge" of sin. Through knowing of his sinfulness, he comes into the full knowledge. Romans 3:20, "Through the LAW cometh the knowledge of sin," Psalm 51:3, "I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me." Verse 7: "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow." Verse II: "Create in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit within me." This KNOWLEDGE OF, and AWARENESS OF sin, is only one aspect of repentance, and if it is not followed by change of FEELING AND PURPOSE, it simply manifests itself in the FEAR OF PUNISHMENT. There still may be no hatred for sin and the will to do something about turning from it.

The Bible gives many cases of a heart that is aware of sin, a heart that fears punishment for sin, but without the CHANGE OF FEELING AND PURPOSE. In the following instances, the confession, "I have sinned," is made:

Pharaoh. (Exodus 9.)

Balaam (Numbers 22. Compare Jude 11.)

Achan (Joshua 7. Remorseful.)

King Saul (I Sam. 15.)

Judas (Matt. 27.)

But in NOT ONE OF THESE CASES was there true repentance! True repentance takes God's part, sees God's viewpoint, takes sides with God AGAINST SELF. True repentance is in sympathy with God, feels how unworthily we have treated God, feels that God has been sinned against. A drunkard that continues in sin is sorry about the EFFECTS of his sin. A harlot is sorry only for the effects of the sin. But if there is no other change than just feeling sorry, the person has not truly repented. There must be a change of feeling, and of purpose.

Change of Feeling

2. Change of FEELING: This is an emotional element. Sorrow for sin as committed against God. True repentance means that the sinner realizes he has sinned against the GOODNESS of God. Psalm 51 :1, 2, 10, 14. Sorrow toward God might be called "Godly‑Sorrow" but unless it is followed by change of PURPOSE, it is simply "Worldly‑Sorrow" and that is REMORSE AND DESPAIR.

In Matthew 27 we read of Judas, who betrayed the Lord. Verse 3: "When he saw that he was condemned, he repented himself and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, I have sinned; I have betrayed innocent blood." We read that he cast down the pieces of silver and went out and hanged himself. The sinner who hears the Gospel and rejects Christ SELLS HIS SOUL FOR LESS THAN JUDAS SOLD HIS.

In Luke 18 we read about the rich young ruler. Verse 23: "When he heard this, he was very sorrowful, for he was very rich." He was VERY SORROWFUL. But we do not read of his change of PURPOSE.

In Second Corinthians 7 we read: "I rejoice, not that ye were MADE SORRY, but that ye sorrowed UNTO REPENTANCE . . . Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation; but the sorrow of the world worketh death."

True repentance does not think of excuses for NOT OBEYING GOD. It does not think of consequences. It does not think of other men's sins. It does not think of heredity. True repentance sees SIN as Transgression against God.  Personal guilt.

Defilement of the inmost being.  Killing of joy and power.  But a person can have a change of VIEW towards sin, and may also have a change of FEELING toward sin, and yet have not truly REPENTED.

Change of Purpose

3. Change of PURPOSE: This is a voluntary, inward turning from sin with a disposition to SEEK GOD'S PARDON AND CLEANSING. This includes the two preceding elements of repentance.  This third element is the most important aspect of true repentance. This involves a change of the mind and will. It means an abandonment of sin! Not just a sorrow for it, or a change of view about it. This is an act of the will, rather than a feeling. Psalm 51:5, 7, 10.

This is a REPENTANCE FROM sin, A SEPARATION FROM sin.

In the following Bible cases, we read of the true repentance:

a. Job. (Job 42:6.)  “Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”

b. David. (Ps. 51:10.) ”Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.”

c. Peter. (John 21:17.) “He saith unto him the third time, Simon son of Jonas, lovest thou me?  Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me?  And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things thou knowest that I love thee.  Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.”

d. The penitent thief. (Luke 23:42.) “And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.”

e. The prodigal son. (Luke 15:11‑32.)

f. The publican. (Luke 18:9‑14.)

g. The sinful woman. (John 4.)

So, you must not only have a change of view about sin, and a change of feeling, being sorry toward God, but also the change of PURPOSE: to come to God with a contrite heart, and accept His grace and favor and mercy and promises through Christ!

God has COMMANDED (not "asked") ALL MEN (all races and colors and conditions) EVERYWHERE, (America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia) to REPENT! To CHANGE THEIR VIEW, FEELING, AND PURPOSE in regard to Sin and TO TURN TO GOD, abandoning sin! Forgiven and assured of heaven because of Christ!

Luke 16: The rich man was in Hell because he did not repent.

GOD SAYS, "REPENT AND BELIEVE THE GOSPEL: OTHERWISE YOU ARE LOST!"

Have YOU really repented? Have you turned to God through Jesus Christ? Have you been born again?

If not, repent NOW and accept Christ and live for God the rest of your days! Will you do it?
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