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Exodus 12:13

Turn with me in your Bibles, please, to Exodus 12:13. This is our text, "And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where you are. When I see the blood I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you when 1 smite the land of Egypt." That sacred token means the salvation of souls.

Now here in Exodus we have the account of the Redemption of Israel out of Egypt. Chapters 12 and 13 describe the Great Passover. It outlines unmistakably the truth that REDEMPTION IS BY BLOOD, the Blood of God's appointed Lamb. Here is the Gospel preached so clearly that no one can miss it. In chapters 7 through 11 we read that Pharaoh has refused his opportunities that God gave him in the face of nine horrible judgments for disobedience to God. The tenth judgment is now coming up. It is to be the death of all the first‑born, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sits upon the throne to the first‑born of the maid‑servant that is behind the mill.

That is the Word of God. Death is coming. That is a type of the world we are living in today. This world is under the sentence of condemnation because of sin, because of rebellion, because of disobedience to God. This world is under judgment. The Bible speaks of the wrath to come. The Bible speaks of the Day of the Lord when He shall pour out His wrath upon a world that has rejected Him and turned its back upon Him. Egypt was a type of the world under the judgment of God.

Now let me call your attention to this fact: all were to die, Israelites as well as Egyptians, for we read that ALL of the first‑born in the land of Egypt shall die. None shall be excepted. Now this sentence of death was passed, and all first‑born were condemned. This description of the condition of the Israelites is also a description of the people of the world today outside of Christ. Romans 3:23 says, "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God." We must face this fact that people are lost and we should do something about it. All out of Christ are lost. Boys and girls, men and women, it makes no difference. We remember a mother who came weeping to the preacher because her boy had been in an accident. He ran across the street and did not pay any attention to the traffic that was around him. An automobile struck him and killed him and he never regained consciousness. They took him to the hospital and when the boy died the mother went frantically to the preacher and with tears of great grief and distress, said, "Preacher, where's my boy?" Well, he never had taken Christ for his Saviour. He never did get out from under the condemnation of sin. He never did take God's salvation. He did not have the intelligence to believe God. God says, "When I see the Blood 1 will pass over you" (let you escape judgment). There's no other way but by Blood that judgment can pass over us, that we might escape and be in safety. This boy did not have Christ for his Lord. Oh, friends, today those of you who are Christians, may this incident prod us to action! Every soul in this city, every soul in this community, every soul under the roof of our home, every soul without Christ is lost already, condemned already to eternal death, reserved for those that will not have God and His Christ. It ought to stir those of us who are parents and have children beneath our roof. This truth in God's Word ought to stir those of us who are teachers to the realization of the solemn place we have in our child​ren's lives. It ought to stir every Christian, for every Chris​tian ought to witness that Jesus Christ can save and He alone can save. EVERY CHRISTIAN!

I read the story of a prominent Southern banker. One night this man's heart was stirred and he realized he wasn't doing what he ought to do. So he went back to his bank and called together all his employees. He said, "I have called you together to tell you I appreciate you and I want to ask you to forgive me for not speaking to you about your souls. Perhaps you think I am more interested in bank deposits. Maybe my actions have led you to believe that. But I assure you it isn't so. I'm a Christian, and I'm more interested in your souls that I am the work you are doing for me," and that fine man poured out his soul to his em​ployees, and soon there were tears in the eyes of all those people. When he came to the end, he said, "I want you to forgive me for never speaking to you about your souls." He asked them how many of them were saved. Some raised their hands that they were. Others that day said, "We are not, but from this moment on we will trust Christ as our Saviour and Lord." That outstanding business man had the joy of leading his employees to the Lord Jesus Christ.

You may say we ought not take Christ in the business world. That is the very trouble with us now. We don't take Christ everywhere. The Lord Jesus ought to be with us  everywhere, and wherever possible, we ought to be con​cerned about precious lost souls.

REDEMPTION MEANS REGENERATION

God's plan for the deliverance of the Israelites was revealed to them. Before the judgment was to take place,  the Lord informed His people. We have it here in Exo​dus, chapter 12, and how instructive and blessed it is to see it. God's redemption would mean REGENERATION.  God's deliverance would mean REGENERATION. God would never save a people from judgment without changing their hearts and lives. So we read in 12:2, "This month shall be unto you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year to you.”  That wasn't the usual be​ginning of the year, but it was the beginning of the NEW LIFE, for Israel was in a NEW RELATIONSHIP with God.

So it is when we come to Jesus and are converted. The Lord not only forgives us our sins and saves us from Hell and judgment to come, but He implants within us a NEW LIFE. When you are truly redeemed you are truly regenerated. It is the beginning of a new life. One poor sinner oppressed by his sins cried out and said, "Oh, if I could just start out all over again!" Well, that's exactly what happens when you accept Jesus as your Saviour! You become a new creature in Christ Jesus. We read in II Co​rinthians 5 :17, "If any be an Christ, he is a NEW creature; old things are passed away, and behold, all things are be​come new." So friends, unless our lives have really been changed, we are not saved. It makes no difference how much we believe in our heads; if the love of the Lord is not in our hearts, changing our lives, we are not saved. God gives new life that we didn't know before. God's redemption always means regeneration, a new life.

REDEMPTION BY SUBSTITUTION

Secondly, God's deliverance was by substitution. That was God's way of deliverance. That is an important Old Testament and New Testament truth. Verses 3 and 5, “The people were to take them, every man a lamb for an house, a lamb without blemish, a male of the first year.” There we see a perfect type of the Lord Jesus Christ. It required 250,000 lambs that dreadful night in Egypt, a lamb for each home. Yet all of those lambs together represented ONE Lamb, the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. We read, "They shall kill IT"--‑not kill THEM, but kill IT---because the lambs represented One. Why, in the mind of God, should all those lambs be called One? Because it pointed to Jesus, as we read in John 1:29, "The Lamb of God that taketh away the sin o f the world." The Lord Jesus Christ, then, became our substitute, taking our place as He was slain. The Israelite was sentenced to death, but God gave the lamb to die in his stead! So instead of the Israelite dying, the Lamb died, and the Israelite was set free! He became one of God's redeemed ones! But it required the blood of the lamb and the faith of the Israelite. And so it is today. You and I, as unredeemed humanity, are under the curse of death. But God gave Jesus to die IN OUR STEAD. When we accept His death as our death we go free! We are redeemed by God Himself! Glorious substitution! CHRIST died for our sins! Christ took our place on the cross, and the moment you claim that blood to be your very own payment for sin, unsaved friend, you are saved and saved for eternity.

REDEMPTION THROUGH THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST

Now the lamb was chosen on the tenth day and kept until the fourteenth day. This was a time of testing to see that the lamb had no blemish. Then it was solemnly slain. "Without the shedding of blood, there is no remis​sion o f sin." ( Hebrews 9 : 22 )

Then, we have in verse 7, the instructions for the application of the blood. It was to be APPLIED. It was to be applied to the two sides and upper part of the door of the Israelite's house. Notice, it was not to be put on the floor, on the threshold, because the blood was not to be trampled! The blood of Christ is the most sacred thing in all the universe! The blood of Christ is the most precious thing to God and to redeemed souls.

In verse 8 we are told of the instructions concerning the eating of the flesh. First the application of the blood, then the feasting. When you know that the blood of Christ has been applied to your heart and saved you from the wrath of God, and when you know you will not have to die an eternal death, then you can feast! No one can feast when terrified. No one can feast, scared to death. These people knew they were SAFE because they had obeyed God and were under the blood! Is this great truth precious to your heart?

REDEMPTION BY BLOOD

In verse 13 we read, "And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where you are, (LISTEN!) and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. And the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you when 1 smite the land o f Egypt." This world, God says, is under judgment. Egypt is a type of this world. God is going to smite it with terrific judgment. We have already begun to see some of God's judgment. Horrible war is a judgment from God. People have not been turning to God to any degree. This world is under the judgment of God, but those of us who are trusting in His Lamb, the Lord Jesus slain for our sins, will be perfectly safe, come what may. God has said it! For we have obeyed God's command and we shall have His protection. The BLOOD is the all‑important matter in redemption! Now here is a blessed thing: our safety does not depend on OUR seeing the blood. God didn't say, "When YOU see the blood." He said, "When 1 see the blood." It doesn't matter about our opinion of the blood. It is the value HE has put upon it that counts. We are to look to Him in faith believing. If our faith is wholly in the Blood of Jesus, we are safe. The BLOOD was important to God. God knows the value of the Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and He says, "When 1 see the Blood 1 will pass over you.”

So these two things together enabled the obedient, trusting Israelite to feast in his house while the Angel of Destruction came down to slay the first born of the disobedient, unbelieving families. What were those two things?

First, the blood of the lamb.

Second, the Word of God.

God said, "When 1 see the blood 1 will pass over you." The Israelite who put the blood on the outside of the doorpost knew that he was perfectly safe because he had the Lord's Word for it,  and God cannot lie. Friend, if you are claiming the Blood of the Lord Jesus to cover your sins, the minute you trust Him you are saved forever, and judgment can never come upon you. Where Christ's Blood has been applied, God's judgment is withheld and you have God's Word for your security. "When 1 see the blood 1 will pass over you." The New Testament Blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin. Friend, my one final appeal to you is, if you are not under the Blood, the judgment of God is coming upon you. Get under the Blood and do it today! Will you trust Him? Will you trust His Blood? Entrust your soul to God alone, and He will not fail you. Will you do it?

"Just as I am without one plea,

        But that thy Blood was shed for me

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee

        Oh, Lamb of God, I come, I come!"
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