REAL HEART-FELT RELIGION

Jesse M. Hendley
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I want to speak to you now on a term you have heard used many times, “Heart‑felt Religion.” I have been deeply moved over the years in a yearning to see men come to Christ and know Him in a real way in their hearts. In revival meetings, I have seen many Christians who seemed to have no consciousness of Christ in their hearts. That is a sad thing because God wants us to have the consciousness of HIS PRESENCE.

A lady in Ohio wrote to me about an experience she had. Some time ago she lost her husband, and she returned to the Lord and sought Him with all her heart. She said in a recent letter that she was in a small church in her city and a man sang that beautiful song, “The Love of God.” She said that the Lord so blessed her, that she quietly left her place and walked the aisle with her right hand raised toward Heaven. “I did not say a word,” she said, “but oh, what I felt in my heart! Later I asked my friends if I had disturbed the meeting and they said no, that it was a blessing to everyone there.” She said she had been a different person since, and she just wanted me to know. A member of a large influential church in that city, she said she had never experienced such a blessing there. She has, since this experience with God, been constantly in prayer. Now friends, I aim not saying that people have to get up and walk the aisle, and hold up their hands, and all that sort of thing. Nor do I belittle people who do that. But I do say that so many people today, through cold intellectual religion, have missed something that Christ has for them. They have never known His Presence in their hearts. In many of my meetings, church members have walked down the aisle and have said they had not been saved. The tears---I'll never forget them--‑and the tremendous conviction! Hearts melt under the preaching of the WORD OF GOD! They had just “joined the church” and that was all. They hadn't seen their need of Jesus, nor what He had done for them, nor what His Blessed Presence could mean to them.

One dear pastor had quite a number of his church members who accepted Christ in our meeting. He had told them all they had to do was believe God's Word. Now THAT IS TRUE, friends. We do need to believe God's Word! He had preached “Believe, believe, believe.” But friends, when the Word BECOMES REAL in the heart, inevitably there comes FAITH IN CHRIST.

Three things take place, and they are in the realm of the intellectual, the emotional, and the will or the volition. First, the intellectual. We learn the truth about ourselves and about God and Christ.

The other day a lady came to me and she had her daughter with her. You could tell by the look in this child's face that she was an idiot, that she was born afflicted. The mother said, "What do you think. about this girl, Preacher?" I thought I knew what she meant, but I wanted to be sure, so I said, "What do you mean?" She said, "As you see, she is an afflicted child. I have worried about her so. What will God do with a child like this, who can​not understand?" I looked at her ten​derly, and said, "My dear lady, you have nothing in the world to worry about. You can know that there is no one more just than God. For God to permit the child to come into the world in that condition, and then condemn it because it could not understand the Gospel, would make a brute out of the Lord, and He is a God of love and grace, and this child will be with the Lord in heaven. You can be sure He will take care of her." The lady saw the truth and she could smile through her tears.

But what about people who have intelligence? What about those who can grasp the truth of the Gospel? Paul says in Romans, "How can they believe in Him of whom they have not heard, and how shall they hear without a preacher, and how can they hear a preacher un​less he be sent?" Someone has to give out the truth. Romans I tells of "foolish minds darkened." Darkened minds! Rep​robate minds! Men refusing to accept God in their conscious knowledge, in their intellects, until their minds are darkened and they never can receive the truth and be saved. It is imperative that we receive the truthINTO OUR MINDS. We must KNOW we are sinners, KNOW that Christ died for our sins, KNOW that the Holy Spirit will come into our lives when we repent of our sins and receive the Lord Jesus Christ. These are truths that come to us through our MINDS, our intellectual process.

But can any man KNOW all these things without emotion? The answer is No. Not any person who thinks right, who is honest, who really knows these things. I have always said that I could lead any person to Christ who will really THINK! It is people who do not THINK who do not believe in the Saviour. Friend, when our intellectual processes bring to us the KNOWLEDGE of the salvation of Jesus Christ and God's Plan to forgive us our sins and bring us to heaven, THEN inevitably, our EMOTIONS will be stirred. You can​not rule it out.

I want to say, not with any desire to hurt, but with the desire that no one be fooled and that people will get genuinely converted, that I am not concerned with getting “numbers” to sign cards or to say that so many people have been saved in revival campaigns or over the radio. I am not concerned about things like that. I am concerned ABOUT PEOPLE GENUINE​LY CONVERTED SO THAT THEY WILL GO TO HEAVEN. THAT is where the great Registration will take place! That is where the great payday will take place! That is where our work will be justly considered and evaluated. Over there! It will be seen then whether our work was real, or whether it was superficial and careless and whe​ther we worked just for external pro​fessions instead of the real thing, souls being BORN AGAIN. I say I am con​cerned about it, because I meet so MANY people who cannot say they KNOW they are Christians, they KNOW that they know the Lord, that Jesus has dealt with them, that Heaven is their Home, God is their Father, Christ is their Saviour, the Holy Spirit is their Teacher. The Bible is not just a book, it is the Book of God and it burns in the soul of every true believer! The believer appropriates it and claims it for himself!

In the book of Galatians we read that God has sent forth His Spirit into the hearts of the sons of God, crying Abba, Father. Now that passage says that when you are a child of God, the Spirit in your heart makes you cry Abba, Father. It is the Spirit of Adoption. You are adopted into the family of God. You are conscious that you are a child of God. You know it in your own heart. You know you love your mother. There is a bond between you and her that is not between you and other people. You can be just conscious of the Pres​ence of God. We KNOW. Our emotions are stirred. There is feeling, friends. FAITH comes first. Then comes feeling.

Count Zinzendorf, at the age of nine​teen, stood before a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. It bore this inscription: “This have I done for thee. What hast thou done for Me?” This man said it was his happiness to experience a heart​felt impression of the Saviour. After that, all his wishes and desires were directed toward the Bridegroom of his soul, that he might live unto Him, Who atoned for him and his sins! He LOVED the Lord Jesus Christ.

Friend, has the Holy Spirit testified to you of Jesus Christ? Has He glori​fied to you Jesus Christ? Has He shown to you the things of Jesus Christ? Has He been glorified in your life? Does your spirit bow in deep reverence to Him, kiss the Son, do homage to the Son, love the Son? When you become a child of God, His own beloved Son becomes real to you. Is there no reality, no consciousness there, that you are God's child and He your Father? If so, won't you go alone to Him now? He loves you. He is waiting to bless you. The Spirit will come into your heart now. This moment, surrender to God. Go alone and tell the Lord you turn yourself over to Him completely, trust​ing Him to save your soul and to give you the consciousness of His Presence in your heart. Will you do it?
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