READINESS TO MEET THE LORD 

Jesse M. Hendley

Matthew 25

 I want to speak to you today on READINESS TO MEET THE LORD. We read in Mathew 25, "And they that were READY went in, and the door was SHUT." That always makes me tremble, to think about the Shut Door. The SHUT DOOR to the Father's House! When we sing our invitation hymns in Gospel meetings, and sing "Open wide Thine arms of love, Lord, I'm coming Home," I always think about that time when the door will be SHUT and those Arms of Love will no longer be outstretched and a soul will weep its way down, lost, into ETERNITY! It is awful to think about, and yet SO FEW are ready today to meet the LORD! I wonder if you are among those who are READY.

Soon we MUST meet Him. We are going to meet Him by death, or we are going to meet Him by the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus. We are in an hour of great crisis right now. You and I know that. Palestine is TNT, DYNAMITE, that threatens to explode into world-wide conflagration at any time. From God's Word it seems that the United States with Britain will meet Russia's armies in Palestine, in the plan of God. Ezekiel 38 and 39 certainly sets forth the invasion of Palestine. Palestine is to be the scene of the gathering of the armies of the nations, as we read in Zechariah 14:2. God proclaims, "I will gather all na​tions against Jerusalem to battle." It does not take great thought to see the nations on the march to their final destiny in the Holy Land, now defiled by blood and war but soon to become the City of the Great King, as we read in Matthew 5:35.

Now, my friends, the world is in the most serious crisis ever known. The sad thing is that people seem not to be much concerned. That is the great fear I have for America! You say, "Well, Preacher, we've always hollered, `Crisis!' " That's right. God SAID this world would END in an hour of ter​rible crisis. Are we just going to get used to it? Are we going to be like those people in Britain during the War, friends, who just got used to air raids? Some people didn't run to the air raid shelters when the air raid warning was sounded. They said, "Oh, at first we used to run to the shelters, but now we don't care very much." Well, many of them were blasted into Eternity, too. Many, many times.

WE MUST NOT GET USED to the solemn recurrence of SERIOUS THINGS. It is just what God said in His Book: He said the nations would be failing for fear of the things coming upon the earth and the powers of the heavens would be shaken. Prophecy is being fulfilled, without question. How LONG it will be before Jesus comes, I do not know. But this thing makes my soul tremble to think about it when the GREAT MASSES OF PEOPLE ARE UNSAVED.

There is a picture in the Bible of the End-time, and there is a picture in current events today. More and more the picture of current events is com​ing in line with the picture in the Bible! There is very little more that needs to be fulfilled before the Wind​up, the great End-time picture given in the Word of the Living God!

The Bible says there will be a great Northern Alliance of nations to come down to the land of Palestine in the end days, led by a great northern power. This power is identified plain​ly as RUSSIA. Everything is all READY for a great Russian invasion. She has her eyes on Palestine! She wants that oil! She wants the Suez Canal! She wants the whole Mediter​ranean Sea if she can possibly get it! That is the reason why Russia is pre​paring to get Palestine, and world domination, if she can possibly get it. And God's Word says WE'LL MEET RUSSIA right over there in the land of Palestine and lock horns with her in the end days.

Since the last World War, Britain and America have tightened up THEIR Alliance. Our leaders have gotten to​gether with their leaders and the equipment of both nations can be used mutually by Britain or America in the event of war. Our joint chiefs of staff are continually planning what they will do in case of war. We are working IN ALLIANCE with Britain. That pic​ture is there in Ezekiel 38 and 39.

The DEFENDING power is Pales​tine. We cannot AFFORD to let Rus​sia take Palestine and the Suez and let her dominate the entire Mediterranean Sea. That would never do. We would be against a gigantic power that we would not be able to cope with! So the BAT​TLEFIELD is going to be right THERE, in Palestine. It is in the Word of God, and He means what He says.

One thing has NOT YET come to the fore. That is, the United European Nations. God says through the great prophecies of Daniel that there must be, also, at that same time, A TEN ​KINGDOM ALLIANCE OF EURO​PEAN NATIONS. There will be three Great Alliances in the End-time: Rus​sia and her hordes from the north; Britain and America defending the land of Palestine; and the ten-kingdom confederacy of European nations. Of course, Britain will be in that con​federacy, and America probably will NOT be, although we will back them up. Even now it is said that America is backing up those nations in order to give them courage and to let Rus​sia know that she will have to fight America if she comes working into Europe!

Today there are ALREADY some nations who have come together in an economic and military pact. That is the beginning, my friends of the great TEN-KINGDOM ALLIANCE. Any day there may be a TEN-kingdom alliance. It could happen overnight. I am not daring to make statements that are too strong, statements that would be folly. God give us soberness, and God give us brightness-but if we know any​thing at all about PROPHECY in the Word of God, if we know anything at all about the teachings of the Book of Daniel, and after all the YEARS of diligent study, how could we MISS on this thing? There is COMING a ten-kingdom alliance in Europe, and when that ten-kingdom alliance is FORMED, in the days of those ten kings THAT GENERATION will see THE RETURN of the SON of the LIVING GOD. And we are SEEING this alliance formed before our very eyes! Just think of it.

Other nations doubtless will come in. Spain was in the Old Roman Empire. Portugal will be in it. You say, we've had some trouble with Spain. Yes, but we'll forget our minor troubles when that great, colossal, Black Bear (Rus​sia) rears itself over Europe and threa​tens to engulf the entire European continent! Then Greece will doubtless be in it. I believe we will be able to save Greece by God's grace in the final wind-up. Then Italy unquestionably will be in that ten-kingdom alliance and will be saved from the domination of Russia. There will be one more nation come in, without question. TEN NA​TIONS, coming together, to offset that tremendous, colossal power of Great Red Russia coming on down and ful​filling her destiny in the End-time, as LAID OUT BY GOD in His HOLY WORD, hundreds and hundreds of years ago! Now friends, if I have nothing else to make me believe that the Bible is the Word of the Living God, I'd have to believe because of FULFILLED PROPHECY.

"Well," you say, "What does that mean TO ME, Preacher?"

It means this, friends. Evidently be​fore this thing can come to a head, JESUS will come and take His Church home to be with Him in the air! The Coming of the Lord may take place AT ANY MOMENT.

Now listen to Matthew 25. "Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins that took their lamps and went forth to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were wise and five were foolish. Those that were foolish took their lamps but took NO OIL with them. But the wise took oil in the vessels with their lamps."

Notice, the kingdom of heaven is like to ten virgins that went forth to meet the bridegroom. They ALL went forth. But only five of them met Him; five did not! There are a lot of people who THINK they are ready to meet Him. They talk about going forth to meet the Lord, and yet, they have NO OIL in their lamps! They have the LAMP OF PROFESSION, but the Holy Spirit of God is not in their lives. They have never been born again. Their lives are not spiritual. They do not pray. They do not love the Word of God. They do not love the house of God. They do not love the service of God. They never do anything for Jesus! They do not help to carry on the work of God.

" While the bridegroom tarried, they slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a CRY made: 'Behold, the bridegroom cometh! Go ye out to meet Him!"

Faithful men of God who see the signs of the times ARE WARNING the people that Jesus is coming, and that they should PREPARE, and BE READY; for at any moment we may hear the cry, "The Bridegroom COMETH!"

"Behold, the bridegroom cometh. Go ye forth to meet Him.' Then when all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps, and the foolish said unto the wise, 'Give us of your oil for our lamps are gone out.’ But the wise answered, 'Not so, lest there be not enough for us and you. Go ye rather unto them that sell, and buy for yourselves.' And while they went to buy, the bridegroom CAME."

Listen, friends, THIS will be FUL​FILLED. Many, many people in this city will NOT BE READY when Jesus comes!

"And they that WERE READY went IN with Him to the marriage, AND THE DOOR WAS SHUT. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!' But he answered and said, `Verily, I say unto you, I know you not."'

Then Jesus said, "WATCH, there​fore. For you know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh."

Notice, the Master said, "I know you NOT." They were LOST SOULS!

Oh, my friends, today will you be READY, when the Lord Jesus Christ comes? We are living in SERIOUS days. Will you be among those who are READY for the Lord, or will the door be SHUT IN YOUR FACE? It will NOT ALWAYS be that Christ will open His Arms to you! Listen! A lot of people who THINK they are ready will find out AT THE LAST MOMENT that they are NOT ready.

You say, "Preacher, how can I KNOW I am ready?"

Listen: Do you LOVE CHRIST with all your heart? Are you proving it to yourself? Are you praying FOR YOUR LOVED ONES to be ready? Do you love His Word, this old Bible? Do you read it and study it? Have you gotten rid of all sin in your life? Do you pray to God each day, and walk with Him, and have fellowship and communion with Him? Do you LOVE the things of GOD?

Oh, friends, TO BE SHUT OUT, when Jesus comes, will mean EVER​LASTING HELL, EVERLASTING SEPARATION FROM GOD. Won't you bow your head right now and say, "Lord, I want to be READY." COME to Him, just as you are, and turn your whole life, with all its sin and guilt, over TO HIM, confessing your sins and trusting His shed blood for cleans​ing, and forsaking them, and living henceforth for HIM. JESUS is the Only Way! Jesus said, "Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out." "No man cometh unto the Father, BUT BY ME." "Whosoever BELIEVETH IN ME shall NOT perish, but HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE." TRUST Him TODAY, and BE READY when He COMES! Will you do it?
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