PURITY OF HEART AND SPEECH
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John 2:5 

I want to read to you the words of Mary, the mother of Jesus, as found in John 2:5, at the wedding feast, when she said to the servants, "Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it."

I want to call your attention, to that word "whatsoever." WHATEVER our Lord says to do, we are to do it. Today we are discussing some of the things Jesus told us to do.

One of the things that the Lord Jesus Christ said was that we are to RENOUNCE SELF. We are to renounce ourselves. The thing that hinders most of us is that we have never been crucified. We don't know what it means to live the crucified life.

I was talking to a preacher one time about what it means to surrender to God. He mentioned the general life ministry of two of God's servants. Now he wasn't criticizing at all; he was just weighing the matter in a general way, and he said, "I feel that this man is more crucified than this other man.  I have never forgotten that word. I couldn't tell you what else the man said to me, but I remember that. "More crucified." This man was dead to self, dead to sin.

One day an outstanding preacher went to a revival meeting. Well, you know what usually is done when such

a man is in the audience. The man in the pulpit recognizes him and says some very kind things about him. (A lot of times the words go beyond kindness and border on the extravagant.  The Lord ought to be glorified, but how careful we ought to be about those things. The Lord says we are to give honor to whom honor is due, but cer​tainly man should never be praised for that which belongs to the Lord, and all that we have belongs to Jesus.  He is the One Who should get the praise.) So this man was sitting in the audience, but the preacher on the plat​form didn't know he was there. When the service was over, the man walked out unnoticed, unrecognized. The preacher heard about it, however, and called this man on the telephone. He said, "Oh, I am so very sorry! I didn't know you were in the audience. Had I known it, I certainly would have in​troduced you to the congregation," and the preacher was very profuse in his apology. But this other man of God said, "Brother, forget it. I'm dead!"  Dead to self. He wanted no glory but for the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. It's a wonderful thing, friends. We ought to be dead to self, that we might Live Un​to God. The great trouble with all of us as Christians is that we are not dead to self, self has never been crucified, nev​er been nailed to His Cross, is not put​ting God and others First. Then and then alone can the Lord Jesus Christ fulfill His will in our lives. "If any man will come after Me, let him deny him​self, and take up his cross daily and follow Me." Say NO to self, and take up the cross of serving Him and win​ning others. That is what we are to do.  "For whosoever shall SAVE his life, shall lose it. Whosoever shall LOSE his life FOR MY SAKE shall find it."  "What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?" "What shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" We are to be dead to self and alive to God! Alive to everything God wants us to do; dead to everything self wants us to do that is contrary to the will of God. That's what we are TO DO. The Lord Jesus Christ makes it very plain that we are to surrender our lives unto HIM. So the first thing is SELF‑RENUNCIATION. Have you died to self? Have you put Jesus and His Kingdom FIRST in your life? That is the only life that will have His blessing.

We are also to have a PURE and SINGLE heart before the Lord. We are to be careful to maintain purity of heart. Proverbs says, "Keep thine heart with all diligence, for out of the heart procedeth the issues of life." Keep your heart! That word in Hebrew means to watch. Watch your heart! Don't let anything come in that will separate you from God in pure fellowship. The heart is the inner man, your reasoning, your planning, your desires, and your purposes. Jesus said, "Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God." "A good man, out of the good treasure of his heart, bringeth forth good things. But an evil man, out of the evil treasure, bringeth forth evil things." "Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh."

The other day I was in a barbershop. A man there couldn't say a word without cursing. Every other word was profanity. The man didn't have a vocabulary unless it was mixed with curse words. I just pitied him. He didn't speak ONE sentence without cursing. "Out of the abundance of the heart, the MOUTH SPEAKETH." He had that kind of heart. Any man who is profane has an evil heart.  What you talk about reveals what is on the inside. The language of a good man with a pure heart will be clean. A spiritual man, his language will flow with the things of the Spirit. A man of the Bible, his language will flow with the things of the Bible. Jesus said, "Verily, I say unto you He that does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, shall not enter therein." Men must come just like little children, with singleness of heart and purpose. We are to yield ourselves unto God. The Lord tells us, "Out of the heart procedeth evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemy. There are the things, which defile a man. But to eat with unwashed hands defiles not a man." The Pharisees had come to Jesus, and they had a religious law that said that a man was not to eat without first washing his hands, or he would be ceremonially unclean. Jesus said that that didn't have a thing to do with a man's spirituality. Their law pertained to that which was on the outside, the physical. Jesus said, rather, that a man with evil thoughts, with his mind filled with adultery and fornication and hatred for his fellowman, which is equal to murder, a man with his mind filled with false witness, telling lies on others, and blasphemies, cursing inwardly or outwardly, such a one is defiled. Those are the things that defile a man, things on the INSIDE. Those things will bring a man down to misery and woe if he doesn’t get rid of those things. That's what the Lord Jesus Christ taught, and He meant just what He was talking about. "O generation of vipers! How can ye, being evil speak good things?" An evil man speaks evil things, a good man speaks good things, a righteous man righteously, a godly man godly. A man's speech indicates, before very long, just exactly what he is.

Now the next is PURITY OF SPEECH. We are to be careful that our speech is pure. "I say unto you that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give an account thereof in the day of judgment." I think that is one of the most terrific passages in the Bible! One of the most alarming! He didn't say "curse" word. He said every "idle" word. What did He mean by that? SOULS ARE PERISHING. We ought not to be idle. Idle words mean inactivity, when we ought to be engaged in the business of carrying the Message of Salvation to every lost man and woman, boy and girl, in the world. It is a serious matter. "By thy words thou shalt be justified (declared righteous) and by thy words thou shalt be condemned." I wonder how many of us have SPOKEN THINGS TODAY that Christ condemns, and will condemn us at the judgment seat of Christ. "You have heard that it has been said of old, Thou shalt not forswear thyself but shall perform to the Lord thine oath. I say unto you, swear not at all, neither by heaven, which is God's Throne, nor by the earth, which is His footstool, neither by Jerusalem, which is the city of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, for thou canst not make one hair white or black. But let your speech, your communication, be Yea, Yea (Yes, Yes) or Nay, Nay (No, No) for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil." Yes, or no, we are to be careful how we speak, how we answer.

So, "Whatsoever He saith unto thee, do it." What are we to do? We are to have purity of heart. We are to watch our hearts. We are to have purity of speech. We are to pray with the Psalmist, "Set a watch O Lord, over my mouth, and keep the door of my lips." Someone says, "Preacher, if what you are saying there means being a Christian, I must not be one. I haven't had the habit of watching my heart, to keep it pure. I haven't had the habit of watching my speech, with only yes and no for replies without oath. There is profanity, duplicity, lying, in my speech. I realize now that I have to give an account unto God for my words, the very words that I speak and for my heart attitude." Yes, friend, that is right. So many people think that so long as they haven't murdered someone, they will go to heaven. I say to you, friend, this matter goes deeper than that. YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN. You must have CHRIST in the center of your being, to have purity of heart and of speech and walk with God.

Then, the Lord says, the passions of the flesh are to be in subjection to God. "If-‑‑thy hand or thy foot

causeth thee to stumble, cut it off and cast it from thee. It is better for thee to enter into life halt or maim​ed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire." What are you doing with your hands or your feet or other members of your body? You can use them for purposes of sin or you can use them for God. Today, are you handling something that you should not han​dle, something that is leading you to Hell? Are you walking in the path that is leading you to Hell? Are you doing things that God disapproves of, and yet you expect to go to heaven when you die? You'll never see Hea​ven! The FLESH! We are living in

a time when we are seeing flesh, flesh in the newspapers, flesh in magazines, flesh on the screen, flesh on the streets, women dressing in a sin​ful manner before a holy God. You say, "Preacher, I think you are mighty strict." Friends, I am not as strict as God is. God have mercy on those who carry on in the ways of the flesh, looking at things that are evil. "If thy right eye causeth thee to stumble, pluck it out and cast it from thee. It is profitable for thee

that ONE of your members should perish---to pluck out that eye, to cut off that hand or foot, if you can't get rid of that sin in any other way--‑than that thy WHOLE BODY should be cast into Hell." And Jesus meant just exactly what He said.  May the Lord help us today to real​ize the necessity of putting away SIN. "And thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly."  MAN didn't see what you did in that room yesterday. MAN didn't hear those curse words you spoke. MAN may not have known the evil in your heart. But GOD saw. GOD SEETH. Friend, get right with God. Prepare to meet God. Look to Calvary's Cross and see Jesus dying for your sins! Say, "Lord Jesus, I have been guilty of impurity of heart. I have been guilty of sins of the flesh. Lord, I am a sinner, in your sight. But I want to go to heaven. I want to be saved. I want to be born again. When I die, I want to meet You." Right now is the time to settle it, friends. Just kneel before Him, and say, "I do accept YOU as MY PERSONAL SAVIOR. I believe it was for me that You died on the Cross, taking on Yourself all my sins, my punishment, my Hell, dying in my place. I do now trust You and surrender my life to You, intending to serve You, and when I come to die, I believe You will take me home to Heaven." Will you trust Him now? Will you believe in Him? He says that whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life. Will you do it"?
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