PROMOTED TO GLORY

Jesse M. Hendley

I want to dedicate this program to​day to the memory of a member of our Radio Evangelistic Hour who has gone on to be with the Lord Jesus Christ. I want to dedicate this pro​gram to the memory of Teresa Richard​son, who has been (as my secretary said when she told me about it) "promoted to Glory." It is wonderful to have worked with someone who loved the Lord Jesus Christ and to know that now they are WITH HIM.

The other day I was in a place having my car fixed, and Neil Roberts drove by, just happened to see me over there, and got out of his car and came over and shook my hand and said, "I wish I could have been at the funeral service, but it was impossible." He had a time-conflict that day. But he had wanted to be there, and he expressed his deep emotion over the Home-going of Teresa, because they had sung together many, many times.

It is wonderful to know that she is with the Lord Jesus Christ. You know, friends, the pay-off of this whole mat​ter of being a Christian is when you come to the time when you need the LORD. That is the great pay-off. He is always there! It is wonderful to know that today this young lady who loved the Lord (and who died the other day of cancer of the brain) has gone to be with the Lord Jesus Christ. As I was thinking of the Home-going of Teresa I thought of that passage that Paul wrote to the Philippians, "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." Then he said, "I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better." Paul said that to die was GAIN, and that to depart and be with Christ was FAR BETTER than any condition we can know in this present world.

Now what was true of Paul is true of any child of grace! For Paul did not attain that by any good thing he did of himself. It was only---he said himself---by the grace of God that he was what he was. And it is only by the grace of God that ANY of us make our way to heaven. Paul's life was one of divine grace, GOD operating in his life His Own Marvelous Life. So it is in the life of any believer. Salvation is a gift of GRACE. Service is a gift of GRACE. Promotion to heaven is a gift of GRACE. Everything in the Christian life is a GIFT FROM GOD. So no man can boast of himself. God's Word says, "Let him that glorieth glory in the LORD." He is the only One we can glory in!

And as we are thinking this morn​ing, just in this little moment together, on this program dedicated to the memory of Teresa, there are eight wonderful things by which we can be comforted---the loved ones and all of us who are left behind.

The first thing was that Teresa was SAVED. She had believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. I have no doubt about that. Everyone can't say that. Every​body is not going to heaven. Multi​tudes are without Christ today. But Teresa Richardson believed on the Lord Jesus. She believed that He died for her sins, and she accepted Him openly and publicly as her Saviour and Lord, joined the church and was bap​tized, then went on with the Lord proving that her faith in Christ was genuine and real. The first great com​fort for us is that she was SAVED. That is a wonderful thing.

The second comforting thing is that Teresa SERVED the Lord. You know, that is one of the greatest evidences that you are saved. In fact, I think there is little evidence of salvation in the life of any person who does not have concern about serving the Lord Jesus, witnessing for Him, carrying on a life for Him. A person who just joins a church and sits down and folds his hands and does nothing for Jesus, lives only for self, has no real evidence of real, genuine salvation. Teresa served the Lord! God gave to her a very sweet voice. You have heard it, many of you, over the radio, and she sang for the glory of Jesus. She was faithful unto the Lord with the talent He gave unto her. I wonder how many of us who are left behind today can say, in our own heart of hearts, of course, "I am faithful to the talent or talents JESUS has given me." Has the Lord given you a voice? Then are you singing for His glory? Has He given you some other talent? Are you USING it for the glory of Christ? Oh, listen: SHE SERVED THE LORD. And God says, "His servants shall serve Him, and they shall see His Face." I am per​suaded that Teresa, who served the Lord here, is serving Him over there today! She served the Lord.

The third thing about this girl is that there are no frustrations up there in heaven where she is now. When Teresa began to be taken with this illness she was so courageous, so un​complaining. She tried so hard. She wanted to live, and work, and carry on life. She tried her best to get well again. Friends told us that when she began to get better, after the brain operation, which paralyzed her right arm and leg, she tried so hard to type again. (She was an expert secretary in the business world.) She practiced on a typewriter at home, but some​how the fingers just wouldn't work. She was never quite able to make it back again to the way she was before. This was a frustration to her. But, you know, over yonder in heaven to​day where Teresa is, there are no frustrations. Nothing at all is hinder​ing her. She is alive, more alive right now than ever before! There are no frustrations in heaven.

Then the fourth thing is that there are no hospitals over in heaven! Just before I went to a revival meeting, my wife and I went to the hospital to see her. It was our last visit. I hope I can obliterate from my mind what we saw ---I want to, because it is all over now, and I want to get it out of my mind. When we walked into the room, she gave us a little, wan smile. That was all. She was unable to speak, but she knew what was going on. That is, she knew us. But there was no victory there at all. On the way home I said to my wife, "I'm afraid I wasn't much comfort to her. I tried to get my own spirits up but somehow or other I had difficulty doing it." You know, there are no hospitals over yonder in heaven! No sick folks, thank God. No tip-toeing up and down the corridors, no frantic calling for nurses and interns and doctors. There are no hospitals in God's heaven, where Tere​sa is now! Do you think we'd call her back? No, not for fifty worlds. We wouldn't call anybody back into this world of sickness and suffering and hospitals and frustrations.

The next wonderful thing about it is that Teresa is with her Dad. She loved her Dad so much, you know, and they were very close. After the tele​phone call came from my secretary that Teresa was promoted to Glory, my wife looked at me and said, "Do you suppose that she and Mac are to​gether today?" And I said, "Surely, they're together today! For the Scrip​ture says that when a Christian dies, being absent from the body, he or she is present with the Lord. And Mac, her Daddy, had accepted Christ, and when he died he went to be with the Lord. And when Teresa died she went to be with the Lord. So it is incon​ceivable that the two could be with the Lord, as God says in His Word, and not be with each other." So Teresa and her Dad are together today. There is a reunion in the skies with those who have gone on before. That is a comforting thing to those who are left behind, to the precious mother and other loved ones and friends.

It is wonderful to know that Teresa is WITH CHRIST. Paul said to de​part---that is, as a Christian---to leave this body is to BE WITH CHRIST, and it is far better than anything we could know in this present world. I walked into Teresa's home the other day, and there in the living room was a picture of Mac and Teresa. They were all smiles. You could tell they loved each other very much. There they were together. I thought of this Scripture: "Absent from the body, present with the Lord." And I think that sitting between Teresa and Mac today is Another Person, the Lord Jesus, with His Arms around them both. Because "precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.” We are PRECIOUS to God! His saints are PRECIOUS to Him. Jesus LOVES us! He has taken these two Home to be with Himself. They are WITH CHRIST. What a comforting truth that is.

There is happiness over there. There is sunshine over there! There is eternal GLORY in that World.

When we took her body out to the cemetery the other day, and walked up the hillside and laid that little body in a grave, we didn't lay TERESA there---she is with Jesus---just the little house in which she lived tem​porarily. TERESA has gone to be with the LORD! She is with her Dad and with the Lord Jesus over on the other side!

The next comforting thing is that her mother is such a wonderful wom​an, a real Christian. I came home from this particular trial again and again and I said to my wife, "My, the cour​age, the faith, the stamina, the vic​tory, of her mother!" You've got to say it is OF THE LORD. Romans 8:28 is still true: "All things work together for good to those who love the Lord, to those who are the called according to His purpose." And her precious mother, who has gone now through two trials-the death of her husband last year and now the death of her daughter---her faith is shining as bright as ever. "Mrs. Mac" has a work to do, or Jesus wouldn't have left her here. She is a woman of prayer, a woman of God. She is walking on with Jesus, and she will fulfill life's com​mitments and responsibilities and privi​leges before her Lord.

One day the Lord is coming for us all. "The Lord shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and the trump of God"---I'm quoting Scripture---"and the dead in Christ shall rise first"---​their bodies. Jesus will bring back their souls and spirits. We will be changed and "caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, AND SO SHALL WE EVER BE WITH THE LORD." And God says, "Wherefore, COMFORT one another with these words." These are THE WORDS OF GOD, and they are truer than all the words of men! We can rest on THE WORDS OF GOD.

So today, as we remember one of our evangelistic party who has gone Home to be with Jesus, God help us who are left behind to serve Him faithfully and well, and to keep our eyes on the Glory, till that time when our Blessed Lord comes again to receive us to Him​self where we'll be together with Him and our loved ones.

Trust Him as YOUR Saviour, won't you? God bless you.
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