PREVAILING SINS
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Galatians 5:17

We are living in a time of terrible sin. Everywhere you turn you find it. I don't like to think about it. It is obnoxious, the awful sin that is prevalent over America today. People wonder WHY we are in war and why our boys are dying, why there is commotion and unrest, and high taxes that are burdening us down to the ground, our economy is upset, fear has come upon us, and people are so worried that they have to go to psychiatrists. I have a doctor‑friend who told me that a doctor‑friend of his is averaging about fifty women a day, who are coming to him because of DRINK AND CIGARETTES. They come to him for readjustment. Their bodies are going; their minds are going; they are troubled and restless. AVERAGING fifty women A DAY, due to drink and cigarettes. They feel that these habits relax them from worry, and instead they are only more upset and miserable and unhappy. We are living in times of awful sins of the flesh, unfaithfulness among the married, and among the unmarried. It is time, friends, that our hearts were TURNED TO PRAYER because of the awful sins of America. SIN, I tell you, is AWFUL in the sight of a holy God! You say, "Well, it isn't so bad in the sight of man; so many people are doing it." Well, the New Testament says you cannot please man (with the sinful nature) and please God, too. Anyway, at the end of life's journey, will MAN be your judge, or will it be God?

In Galatians 5:17 we read about some of the evils that are going on around us, today. We are not to have anything to do with filth and impurity and uncleanness, and yet, much of the literature that is flooding the newsstands today is suggestive of all such things. People's minds these days don't seem to feel any compunction against the unclean, their eyes being filled with unclean things.

Another word used in this passage is lasciviousness, and it means sheer, unbridled lust, high‑handed lust, no inhibitions, and no walls around the person at all, just living any old way, the idea that it's all right to lie if you want to, it's all right to do as you please, live the way you want to live, behaviorism, following the dictates of your desires, nothing is wrong anymore, everything is all right ‑--that sort of idea. Paul said that such a life is unpleasing to God.

The next word is idolatry, or worship of idols. There is a great portion of the world today who are worshipping literal idols. You don't have to go to China or India or those darkened countries that have not been won to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. You don't have to go over there. Such idol‑worshippers are right here in America! God's Word says you shall not make unto thee any graven image, nor the likeness of anything in heaven or earth or beneath the earth; thou shalt not bow down to them lest thou become likened to it and a cursed thing. That's God's Word. You say, "Well, preacher, don't you believe some of those people who bow down before those idols may be saved?" NOT if the Bible is God's Word. Friends, this Book is the WORD OF GOD, and it speaks AGAINST idolatry, all the way through. God said it and He meant it.

The next word is witchcraft, dealing with the unseen world, and God forbids that man deal with the unseen world! It carries with it the idea of palm‑reading, spiritualistic séances, and everything that goes with tampering with the unseen world. God has given us His WORD to tell us about the future and where the dead are, and so forth, and we have no business tampering with such things. People who do, lay themselves open to demonism, an awful, accursed thing.

The next word here is hatred. Enmity, hatred toward others. You can hear it as you go down the street, in swearing. You can hear it in the actions of an irate automobile driver. You can hear it in the home, husbands and wives fussing. Hatreds! "Oh," you say, "they love each other." Well, I don't know. There is something strange about a husband and wife fighting when real love could settle all the differences. May people realize that such things are of the flesh, and not of the spirit. We are not walking with God when we have any enmity against anyone. God said, "Christian, LOVE your enemies." He didn't say that to an unsaved man, for an unsaved man cannot love his enemies. A person who walks with God is supposed to be godly, with God dwelling in his heart, having a Christ like nature, and GOD loves His enemies. Christ died for His enemies, for the ungodly, for those who hated Him, and He prayed, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do," even after they nailed Him to a cross! If a Christian has Christ in his heart, he can do the same thing: he can love and pray for his enemies, and he MUST do it, if he is a Christian. Enmity is of the flesh, and not of the Spirit. Enmity may be spoken or unspoken; it is still not pleasing to God. May God help us, friends, to realize that the essence of Christianity is LOVE, and it includes love for all men. Listen; are you searching your own heart today? IS there enmity in our hearts today? Let us ask God to help us and to clean us up, and make us the Christians we OUGHT to be, so we can have power with God and men, in these terrible days. We ought to be saving other souls, instead of being backslidden and worldly and living carelessly the life of the flesh.

The next word is variance. It's the word that means strife with others. Oh, the awful strife in the world today.

The next is emulation, or jealously. Jealously! We ought not to be jealous of one another. A story is told of two angels, sent by God to a city. He assigned one to the office of the mayor, and the other was to sweep the streets. Yet there was no jealously. Each realized he was in the will of God, fulfilling the desire of God. Each wanted to please God so there was no question in their minds about their work. They just wanted to please God. That's the way it should be with us as Christians, bought by His blood. We ought to be glad just to do God's will, regardless of position. Let us not desire to be someone else! Let us desire to do well the job God WANTS us to do. God has given you a job to do that is to be done for His glory. You are chargeable to Him. So let us do well what He has given us to do. Oh, how searching are the words of GOD!

Then, wrath. This word wrath is literally ANGERS, plural. It means fiery hate! There are two kinds of wrath mentioned in the Bible, one being the slow gradual anger, and the other means fiery hate! Fiery hate just boils over! Temper! The anger that produces the angry look, the angry word, the angry attitude. This is found in many homes---wives and husbands snapping at each other. You don't have to go very far to find it, either. It is sad, friends, to find such things.  "Well, it's all over in a moment," someone says. Sure. So is the blast of a shotgun, but the man is dead. It's all over in a minute, and then you can't recall those outbursts. But the Spirit of God in a man, as he walks with God, will not produce such attitudes.

The next word is strife, but the Greek word means literally, "electioneering for office by means of gifts, parties, and so on." Paul had it in his letter to the Corinthians. You know, some of the people said, "I am of Appolos." Others said, "I am of Cephas." Others said, "I am of Christ." Paul asked the question, "Is Christ divided?" "Was PAUL crucified for you?" There is nothing sadder than to see a church with various parties in it, groups and cliques. Not too long ago I was preaching in a certain church and a deacon of that church was on the outside as the people were coming in, and he was button‑holing the people, electioneering, against the pastor of the church. Division and strife! It is not the will of God. That is the flesh.

Well, there is so much to search our hearts in God's Word. Let us read it! Let us know what He says. Let us see if we are guilty of these sins today. If we are, let us repent and ask God to forgive us and walk with God. Let us not yield to the flesh. The walk with God is so blessed; let us know what it is to walk with Him! He will fill the heart with joy as He is permitted to enter and rule and reign. Will you do it?
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