PRESENT-DAY BREAKDOWN IN MARRIAGE
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You know, friends, one of the greatest signs of the terrible hour in which we are living is the BREAKDOWN IN MARRIAGE, all up and down our land and all over the world today. A certain lady of outstanding reputation in the entertainment world is taking on a sixth husband, just think of it. Well, it is a tragic thing. But we have gotten so used to it that such things make very little impact upon our thinking, and unless we keep our minds steeped in what God says, we will lose sight of the IDEALS of the marriage life.

Here is a report of a great judge and outstanding figure in the court of domestic relations. He has had a long and varied experience in the affairs of broken homes and wrecked marriages. He has presided for twenty years over what he calls "the nightmare world,” the world of the divorce courts. He says that a divorce is a nightmare. There is many a person today who has entered into marriage with the idea that it would be easy to dissolve it anytime, but they find it to be a nightmare. They cannot escape it. It shows in the lines of the face. It makes its mark on the brain. This judge says that 90,000 people who have come to the parting of the ways through bitter recriminations stood before him to testify of broken homes, sordid betrayals and unbelievable rancor which cause separations. "Out of my fifty years of married life and twenty years as a divorce jurist," this judge said, "I have framed a Decalogue (Ten Commandments) for those who are married or are contemplating it, which I think would prevent at least twenty per cent of the marital smash‑ups." I want to comment on his rules for a successful marriage.

1. To bear and forbear. People who come to marriage believing that everything is just going to be a smooth way before them, like honeymoon days, are MISTAKEN. It is not going to be that. There are sorrows as well as joys. There are trials as well as blessings. It is a life that a couple SHARES, in sickness or health, in sorrow or joy, one for another, and one with another. To bear and forbear is his first rule.

2. Work together, play together, and grow up together. "Together is the key‑word. There has been a book written on the life of a brilliant general and his wife, written by the wife, and I think it has a beautiful title, "Together." I like that word "together" in First Thessalonians 4, "Together with them and together with the Lord." That means we shall meet our loved ones and be with them, those who died in Christ. When Jesus comes, He will raise our dead loved ones from the cemeteries and we will be together again! Then, together with Him, Jesus! So it is with husbands and wives today. Working together, playing together, growing up together, not permitting anything to separate, but sharing in everything.

3. Avoid the little quarrels and the big ones will take care of themselves. I like that. There is a common idea that all marriages must have quarrels! That a husband has to bark at his wife sometimes, and the wife has to nag at the husband; it is to be accepted. I don't think so. I don't believe it. I believe that love cannot abide where there are

harsh words and quarreling. I believe that love goes out the window when critical, harsh words of rancor come in. AVOID the LITTLE quarrels. Flee from little quarrels!

4. Compromise. That is, give and take. It is the antitoxin, says the good judge, of divorce. Compromise. Don't always want your own way. Don't be stubborn. When a man loves his wife, he will want to do good things for her, and she will want to do them for him, and there'll be compromise when something comes up and there is divergence of opinion. There must be give and take. They must arrive at a compromise. The trouble is most of us want to do all the deciding, and so few of us want to compromise. There must be taking as well as giving.

5. Practice sympathy and good humor and mutual understanding. Sympathy! You know, the word sympathy is from the Greek and means, "to suffer to​gether." The trials that come, take them together! One time a woman told me something over the corpse of her hus​band, just before I went out to preach the funeral service. I said, "What kind of man was he?" "He was a drunkard," she said. She was a good Christian woman. She said, "You know, my husband refused to permit me to have an operation I desperately need​ed." Well, a man like that doesn't de​serve anybody. I'm afraid he is in Hell. He died without Christ, as far as any​one knows. It is a sad thing, but it is so. Isn't that a pitiful thing? When you love somebody, their suffering is your suffering. You look after them as you look after your own self, and more so.

6. Don't grouch before breakfast ‑--or after it. Just don't grouch! There are a lot of people who are not fit to live with till they have had their first cup of coffee in the morning! They have got to have that cup of coffee! If not, they are irritable and unfit to live with. A colored friend of mine told me about his mother. He said, "Brother, she was wonderful after she had that first cup of coffee, but you dare not cross her up or say anything to her till she had that cup of coffee." Well, that brings a smile, but the "grouchy" business doesn't promote a happy marriage.

7. Respect for in‑laws. There is a lot of so‑called fun about in‑laws, but it hurts deeply. Beloved, there should be love there. Respect your in‑laws. Don't criticize them or take criticism from them. Be respectful.

8. Establish your home, even in a one room flat. I could have written that one very easily, having dealt with human problems all these years. Establish your OWN home. God's Word says that a man is to "LEAVE father and mother and cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh." That is in Genesis, the second chapter. God says, "Leave." Leave, young married couples, even if you have to live in one room! Get away. There cannot be two authorities under one roof. There cannot be perfect free​dom with two different authorities. One family is an authority in itself, having its own desires and ambitions and so forth. Even among the very best of people, situations and differences will come in that will lead to trouble. Estab​lish your own home, even in a one room flat!

9. Fight for each other, but not with each other. Stand up for your wife, hus​band! Stand up for your husband, wife! Be LOYAL to each other! You know, "loyalty" is a word that has almost gone out of our vocabulary today. Be loyal to each other.

10. Build your home on religious faith, with love and forgiveness as the watchwords. Build your home on re​ligious faith. A husband who prays with his wife, and a wife who prays with her husband cannot get very far off the track. There is just something in kneel​ing in prayer with each other that hum​bles the heart and brings one to the place where God can bless. Others are blessed, too, when a couple kneels in prayer with humble and contrite hearts. A humble and contrite heart God will never despise.

Well, they are the ten rules set forth by the good judge. But you know, God is the one who first performed marri​age. We read back in Genesis that the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and he slept and He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh thereof, and from the rib, which the Lord had taken from man He made a woman and brought her unto the man. There is something very precious about that. GOD brought her to the man. God created Adam and then He made the woman, answering to the man, the com​plement of the man, the man being in​complete without her. God brought her unto the man. God formed in the garden one woman for one man---not six.  God made her for the man, and He brought her unto the man. That makes marriage very, very sacred. In the first wedding ceremony God gave away the bride! He created the man, He created the woman, He created the institution of marriage. He brought her to the man. There is something sweet about that. And Adam said, "This is now bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh. She shall be called Woman because she was taken out of man." Therefore shall a man leave his father and mother and cleave unto his wife and they shall be one. They shall be one! One in desires, one in ambitions, one in outlook, one in thinking, one in activity. They shall be companions. They shall be ONE. Isn't that wonderful?

Then you remember that our Lord Jesus, at the marriage feast at Cana, at​tended the wedding there and blessed it with His own Presence. A marriage is a time of joy. Jesus was there and sanctified the marriage with His holy presence. When a young couple marry, they are to take THE LORD into their home! That is THE SURE WAY to es​tablish a marriage. It should be founded on the Rock that shall never be moved. They should let the LORD JESUS not only be at the marriage but in their hearts everyday. They are wonderful words that we see on the mottoes of many homes; "Christ is the Head of this house, the Unseen Guest at every meal, the Silent Listener to every conversa​tion." JESUS IS! Oh, how it must grieve Him when He looks down and hears some of the things that go on in some homes ‑ wife against husband and husband against wife! It must grieve His Heart.

Then, let us consider how marriage is a type of Christ and the Church, as we read in Ephesians. The relationship of husband and wife is to be the same relationship as Christ has to the Church. Jesus LOVED the Church; the husband is to LOVE his wife. "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it." A hus​band ought to love his wife that much, according to the Word of God. Isn't that wonderful?

Then we think about the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, that time when we go to meet our Blessed Christ to be in His Presence forever. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb! We are get​ting ready for it. It won't be long be​fore He comes. It won't be long before we go to meet Jesus. His own LOVE HIM! But those of you who are unsaved will not be at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. I feel so sorry for those who reject Christ. I wish there was someway I could make you see it. I want you to come, and be saved, and live eternally with Him. But your eyes are blinded by the world, the flesh and the devil, and you are chasing after the fleeting things of time. The days are going by! Gray hairs are coming! Old age and DEATH are not so far off, and HELL for all who reject Jesus Christ.

Oh! it is wonderful to be saved, and to know HIM! It is wonderful to have an invitation to the Marriage Supper of The Lamb. Everything will be all fixed up. He will gird Himself and come forth. What a time it is going to be! I want to be ready for that time when Jesus comes. How wonderful it is going to be to MEET OUR BLESSED CHRIST.

MARRIAGE is ordained of God. What a tragedy today, what an awful thing today, to see men and women get mar​ried and then break up their homes, little children suffering from it. Oh, what bitterness comes to a man or woman when they bring little lives into this world, and then the husband goes this way and the wife goes that way, and children go to Hell. SOMEDAY THERE WILL BE AN ACCOUNTING FOR SUCH LIVING! SOMEDAY THERE WILL BE A MEETING AT THE JUDGMENT BAR OF GOD.

If YOU are thinking about divorce, you'd better think seriously. What will happen to those marriage vows? What will happen to those children? What about the souls who will be injured? Today you need to turn to God!

At the root of every broken home is selfishness, Godlessness. That is the trouble. Take GOD into your heart and life today. Won't you turn your life over to God? Take Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord and Unseen Head of your home. Let Him straighten out your life, and be at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. Will you do it?
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