PRACTICAL ATHEISTS
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Psalm 14:1

I want to speak to you now on Psalm 14 on the subject, "Practical Atheists." In Psalm 14, verse 1, we read, "The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men to see if there were any that did under​stand and seek God. They are all gone aside, they are all together become fil​thy; there is none that doeth good, no, not one." Notice that first verse, "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God." Practical atheism.

There are people today who claim to be atheists. They say it with their mouth. That is, they profess not to be​lieve in God. There is actually in America, in New York City, an associa​tion for the ADVANCEMENT of ATH​EISM. But atheists are rare. You seldom will find a man who will declare with his mouth that he is an atheist. Very few men will say, "I do not be​lieve in God at all. I do not believe in the God of the Bible or heaven or hell or any of those things." Yet there ARE some who say frankly that they do not believe in God. It is a very bold person who will declare such a thing.

But whereas there are few openly avowed atheists, who will say so with their lips, there are MULTIPLIED THOUSANDS who DO SAY IT with their HEARTS. They say with their ac​tions that they do not believe in God. They do not believe in a Mighty One, ruling all things, a Creator, a Great Mind, a great Personality back of all men and created things. They believe that this world just happened, that there was no great Mind behind it, no order in it, no Personality behind it; that all the order of the universe came out of disorder and confusion. "No God" to Whom we must give an ac​count, therefore we can live any way we please, sin all we want to, act any way at all. No judgment is coming, where all wrongs will be made right, where all unsolved murders will be solved, where drunkards will stand be​fore the judgment bar of God, having made a hell out of their home life, and will be sentenced to hell because they did not repent; where every person shall give an account to God. That is what they say in their actions. "No God." There is just nothing after life, they say. We die and are blotted out, ceasing to exist, they say in their hearts.

The main thing the atheist does not believe is that the Bible is the Word of God. If he believed in the Word of God, he would not be saying in his heart and in his actions that there is no God. He disbelieves the Bible. He can​not believe the Bible and be a practical atheist. The Bible is the GREAT TOUCHSTONE! It is the great SEPA​RATOR! It divides those who believe in God and love Him and serve Him from those who do not believe in God and love Him and serve Him. The Bible is a great DIVIDER.

Now, friends, the Bible IS the Word of God. There is not a shadow of doubt about it. God has written His Book. He has written His Book to be read. God had these words penned that we might read them, as from HIM. If you and I are neglecting the Bible, the WORD OF GOD, we are practically atheists. Yet there are few today who do read the Bible as the Word of the Lord. Fewer still love it, and love to read and study it.

I was studying the other day about Tyndale, in his jail cell, that old man of God shivering in a cold, dark cell. Finally, when one of the keepers came to him, he said, "Won't you please bring me a lamp? It is wearisome to sit alone in the dark all the time. And my overcoat; it is cold in here. Will you please let me have my overcoat, among my belongings that you took? And especially, will you let me have my He​brew Bible and my Hebrew Dictionary and my Hebrew Grammar, that I might spend my time studying my Bible?" Those were the beloved possessions of a man of God. Above everything else, he wanted to study His Bible. Just a lamp, to light up the darkness. Just his old overcoat, to keep him from freezing in that cold cell. And what to comfort his heart and mind? His old Hebrew Bible, that he might study the Word of God and have the consolation of the Lord in that lonely cell.

John Calvin, who loved the Bible, who has been called by many the "Prince of Bible expositors," studied everyday, beside his tremendous writ​ings and commentaries. John Calvin loved his Bible. He taught the Word of God just as it was. He would take His Bible text by text. I have 52 volumes of John Calvin's Commentaries on my shelves, and in those volumes are evi​dences of a man, who studied not only his Bible and French and Latin editions, but he studied the original Hebrew, certainly, and he KNEW the Bible! He preached and taught it earnestly and faithfully.

Matthew Henry wrote a famous commentary, one of the richest blessings, you can have if you take it and read it and study it. It won't give you much on prophecy, because evidently Matthew Henry didn't have much to give on prophecy. But his books give you some of the most practical and profitable help for everyday Christian living that you can read. Matthew Henry was a busy pastor. But in a busy pastorate, he just had to TAKE time to write his commentaries, and he said one time, "I am jealous of every moment spent away from the Word of God." And yet some of us fritter away our time in little, silly, worldly things, when we have ACCESS TO THE MIND OF GOD, in the written Word of God! To KNOW HIM! To WALK WITH HIM!

Some people say it is not important to study the Bible and read books about the Bible. But the Apostle Paul says, in Second Timothy 4:13, when he was in prison, "The cloak that I left in Troas when thou comest, bring with thee. AND THE BOOKS, especially the PARCHMENTS." An apostle he was, but still he wanted his books; he had to read. An inspired man? Yes, but he wanted his books; he had to read. The greatest of all missionaries? Yes, but Paul had to have his books; he had to read. He couldn't stop reading. He had to keep his mind sharpened with the books. A man who was caught up into the Third Heaven, need he read books? Yes. A man whom God used to write thirteen New Testament books, need he have to read books? Yes. He read, especially the parchments the Bible and books about the Bible. Christian, there is nothing more important to you than for you to know your Bible and books about the Bible, the best books you can find. Paul said, "Give attendance to reading." Every Christian ought daily to refresh his mind with the Scriptures. Every Christian needs to read the Divine Library. You read your newspaper; is it more important than GOD'S WORD? You read magazines and novels and other books of men: yes, but the most important book for us to read is the Bible. Then next to it, are books of men who loved the Bible and wrote about it. We should read commentaries on it to know what the Bible says. ALWAYS BE IN IT. KNOW GOD'S WORD.

Practical atheists do not believe in the Bible. They do not care for it. But how important for us to know the Word of God! One of these days we, are going to die, friends. Nothing but that Old Book is going to stay.

One time I was awakened at three o'clock in the morning by the sharp ring of the doorbell, and we were summoned to come to a certain house where lay a dying man. The nurse said he begged her to send for me. I spoke to him, but he gave no answer. I spoke again, but still no answer. Then he was pronounced dead. That man use to denounce me in a strong language for preaching the Word of God. He said I was a hypocrite. But DYING, he wanted me to come minister to him. His opportunity was gone! God says that some people will SEEK to find Him and shall not be able. The man who rejects God's Word will not be able to enter the presence of God saved.

Are you a practical atheist? Are you an unbeliever? Will you determine today to search the Bible, and know what God says, and love Him and trust Him that it may be well with your soul on your death‑bed? God help you to do it! Prepare for ETERNITY. Will you do it?
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