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PART I

Power With God Because of Power in Prayer" is our subject today. In the Book of Hosea, chapter 12, we have a tremendous expression. Verse 3, "He had POWER with God." There are worlds of people who want power with men, physical power, intel​lectual power. But, friends, the most powerful man in the world today is THE MAN WHO HAS POWER WITH GOD.

This refers to a man by the name of Jacob and goes back to the time when Jacob wrestled with the angel on that lonely night. He was absolutely alone and running from the wrath of his bro​ther Esau, whom he had tricked. He ran to God for protection. Because of his own sin, Jacob wrestled alone with the angel of God until the dawning of the day. The angel of the Lord was the Lord Himself.

We read this word, "He (Jacob) had power with God because he had power in prayer." And we read in verse 4, "Yea, he had power over the angel and prevailed. He wept, made supplication unto him, he found Him, in Bethel."

Now notice, friends, how this man had POWER WITH GOD because he had POWER IN PRAYER. There is no power with GOD unless there is power in PRAYER. He wept, he made suppli​cation, and he found Him in Bethel, the house of God. The true house of God is that place where we find God in prayer. That is the true house of God. The place where God lives is the place of PRAY​ER! I don't care if it is some lonely desert place with a stone for a pillow and you are totally alone, or whether it is a thronged city with multitudes rushing up and down the street. Wherever you are, it is in the place of PRAYER that you will find God, and with God you will find POWER.

"He wept." He was dead in earnest.

"He made supplication." He ASKED God for something.

"AND HE FOUND HIM." Beloved friends, the greatest thing we find is not God's protection, but God HIMSELF. When we have God, we have His pro​tection. It is not God's gifts but God Himself we need. If we have God, we have His gifts. What we need is the Lord Himself.

We read this tremendous thing in verse 6, "Therefore, turn thou to thy God; keep mercy and judgment, and wait on thy God continually." That was the admonition that came out of this ex​perience of Jacob, who had power with God because he had power in prayer. "He prevailed over the angel, he wept, he made supplication, he found GOD ​in Bethel." The great prophet of God sums it up and says to the rest of us, "Therefore, turn thou to thy GOD." Do the same thing: TURN TO GOD.

Power with God because of power in prayer!  Beloved friends, we need to pray. We need to pray one for another, for our fellow pastors, for our sister church​es, for those who love the Lord Jesus Christ everywhere.

The other day I was standing in line in a cafeteria among a group of minis​ters. One brother called out to another and asked him about his revival meet​ing. This pastor was obviously unwill​ing to tell the man about his meeting because it had not been a. good week. But the man pressed him and said, "What sort of meeting did you have?" He said, "Well, we had a good meeting." He said, "How many were saved?" He said, "Well, we had three people to join the church." A week's meeting and three people joined the church. He didn't say they were converted, or that they were first‑time decisions, or that they were souls who accepted Jesus. He just said that three people joined the church. They could have moved the letters. But I thought, an eight‑day REVIVAL meet​ing, a whole church, and only three people to join the church. Even they were not said to have been saved.

Oh, my friends, no wonder preachers are discouraged! There IS a discourage​ment these days and preachers NEED PRAYER.. Prayer can lift us out of dis​couragement! PRAYER can bring re​vival where there is no revival! There is so much spiritual coldness and sick​ness in the services today. How many times the Word is preached but not in power. How we preachers need to be filled with THE SPIRIT OF GOD that the Word of God might be sharper than a two‑edged sword to be used for the glory of God. Oh, we need POWER!

This text reminds us where power comes from.

The other day a group of pastors and churches met together. One servant of God brought a real message on the Source of Power, where power comes from. He said people have ideas about power but they are not Scriptural in many instances.

He talked about the great Dwight L. Moody and his tremendous power. Moody was not an educated man. He didn't get out of grammar school. He broke the king's English all the time in his preaching, and if you get some of his publications you will find "ain't" in every other sentence and many other grammatical errors. Yet Moody was a man on fire for God, and GOD USED HIM in a mighty way. So, people can​not say that it was because he was an educated man. Some said it was because Moody was a common man, a man of the people, that the people listened to him and he was able to win so many to Christ. They said that was the secret of his power.

John Wesley had tremendous power. Wesley was a man different altogether from Moody. They said the secret of his power was his methods. He was a man of method, of orderliness, a good man to unify the people and get them to​gether and move forward. They said it was the methods of Mr. Wesley that made him the power that he was.

Then this servant of God reminded us of Jonathan Edwards, a giant intel​lect. But his eyesight was very poor and he wrote out his sermons and read them word‑for‑word in the pulpit, his eyes six or eight inches from the print​ed page, maybe closer. Yet THE POW​ER OF GOD fell on the audiences of Jonathan Edwards and people cried out that they were sinking into hell and were lost! And REVIVAL came through Jonathan Edwards. People said his pow​er was because of his tremendous in​tellect, for he was an intellectual giant and everyone knew it.

The speaker reminded us of Billy Sunday who came along different from Moody and Wesley and Edwards. Billy Sunday comes and stands on his hands and breaks chairs and runs back and forth across the platform and jumps on the pulpit and takes off his tie and coat and flings them over a chair. Yet souls walk down the aisle and ACCEPT THE LORD JESUS. The people said the rea​sons for Billy Sunday's POWER was his flair for entertainment, entertaining the crowds, gathering them together and then preaching the Word to them and they were saved.

Our brother told us about one fellow who went to hear Mr. Sunday. He said, "Well, if that is the secret of his power, being ACTIVE on the platform, I'll go back to my church and do it." He went back to his church, jerked off his tie and pulled off his coat, ran up and down the platform, broke chairs and all the rest of it‑and his people fired him and let him go!

The speaker then talked about Billy Graham today and the tremendous crowds that he draws and the secret of his power. He said everybody will listen to Billy now. He said there are thous​ands of little Billy Grahams all over the world who are mimicking the voice of Billy Graham. They will get his records and listen to him. You can go into near​ly any town and hear somebody on a broadcast or hear somebody preaching and it will sound something like Billy Graham; they have learned to imitate him so exactly. But they do not have Billy Graham's POWER.

Then our brother drove home this truth, that it is not these different men with their idiosyncrasies, their manner​isms, their differences in temperament and conduct that made them powerful. THE POWER CAME FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT INDWELLING THEM. It was THE HOLY SPIRIT in Moody, THE HOLY SPIRIT in Wesley, in Jonathan Edwards, in Billy Sunday, in Billy Gra​ham and in other men who have been used of God.

It was the Holy Spirit in these men AND IN OTHER MEN! I do not use these names to lift them up above other names and to discourage anyone in any way, because, beloved friends, there are some people whose names have never made the headlines who will SHINE in eternity just as much as these men be​cause they are just as FAITHFUL to the task Jesus gave THEM to do. The secret of their power was the Presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives, and the Holy Spirit USED THEM. It was not their peculiarities. It was not their idiosyn​crasies. It was not their mannerisms nor the tone of their voices. The power was the power of the Holy Ghost.

Well, isn't He here today? He is IN ALL who are born‑again. And yet, many do not have His POWER. Here is the problem, friends: PRAYER. THIS IS IT, Prayerlessness. PRAYERLESSNESS! Each one of these men was a man of prayer. Each one HAD PEOPLE who prayed for him in a mighty way, and they themselves were men of prayer. Friends, there is no power with God​ and the Holy Spirit will not be with us‑-except as we have power in PRAY​ER.

WE need to PRAY ONE FOR AN​OTHER. Preachers are discouraged. Churches are not what they ought to be today and it is a tragedy. I tell you, GOD'S SPIRIT is the answer to it.

I was passing by a certain church the other morning. There were automobiles all around. The place was just flooded with people coming out after Sunday School. That evening when I passed that way again in time for the church serv​ice, there were just a few cars there, just a little group. The people did not come back for church in the evening.

I can remember not long ago when our evening service was a great evange​listic service. Christians came and wept over souls and brought friends and lost loved ones and they were SAVED. Tre​mendous power was revealed on Sunday nights. Today so many church members are in places of entertainment and plea​sure and rest and everything else in​stead of in the house of God and con​cerned for the things of GOD. We need revival! We need to pray. No wonder many preachers have become discourag​ed and downhearted. But we need not be. No preacher needs to be discouraged because we always have prayer. We al​ways have the power of God available to us if we will pay the price in prayer. That goes for ANY Christian, in any circumstances.

I am asking you to pray for me, be​cause I recognize more than anything in the world that God gives His Holy Spirit IN ANSWER TO BELIEVING PRAYER. We are not going to have POWER WITH GOD without prayer! We are not going to have POWER WITH MAN without prayer. We need to pray!

If you were to ask me something you could do for me that I would WANT more than any other thing in my life, I would ask you to PRAY for me, and pray that I might be FILLED with the SPIRIT of God and have POWER with God and with men. GOD WOULD BLESS. God would give victory. HE WOULD DO IT! God help us to realize that! I NEED your prayers. I know God hasn't gotten everything out of my life that He possibly could get, but I want Him to do it.

I know the IMPORTANCE of prayer --‑the importance of prayer in our individual lives, the importance of prayer, beloved friends, in our churches Christians PRAYING. How many of us have any real prayer meetings in our churches? I mean real prayer meetings. Isn't "prayer meeting" everything else but a real prayer meeting? Isn't the most important thing in our churches a time and place for prayer‑real prayer, pure prayer, continual prayer, collective prayer, as we gather together and lift our voices to GOD? Isn't that the thing we need more than anything else--‑to pray for the glory of God and His power?

Why is it we do not get answers to prayer?

Some people NEVER pray. Some people just profess to accept Jesus as their Saviour but never have any prayer life. I do not believe such people are saved, because I do not believe you can be truly born again of God's Spirit without SOME prayer in your life. You may backslide for a while and give up prayer for a while but you will be the most miserable person in the world till you get back on your knees before God in prayer! If I am speaking to such today, I pray that God will bring you back to Himself.

There are other people who do pray but get discouraged because they don't get answers to prayer. They say, "I pray but nothing happens. I don't see answers to prayer." Well, if there is one thing that is true (and according to the Bible it is), GOD DOES give victory in answer to prayer. God DOES delight to answer prayer.

"The prayer of the upright is His delight," He says in His Word.

"Call unto Me and I will answer thee," He says.

"If ye being evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Heavenly Father give good gifts to them that ask Him?"

You say, "Well, I do ask Him but I don't get them." Then there is something HINDERING, something preventing, something that is keeping God from answering and giving us His power and His blessings in our lives to bless our own lives and to affect other people's lives with blessings.

What ARE these hindrances? Do you remember that passage where God says, "When you spread forth your hands I will hide Mine eyes, and when you make many prayers I will not hear"? Obviously God does hear some people's prayers, and other people's prayers He does NOT hear and answer. Why? What is the reason?

Well, an unholy life. If I am living an unholy life God is not going to answer prayer. Unrighteous conduct, wrong conduct, forbids God answering my prayers. "If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not answer me," said the prophet of God. "Whatsoever we ask we receive of Him, BECAUSE we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight."

You remember the old fable of Aladdin's lamp. The genie appears and you tell him what you want, and there it is -‑instantly. Anything you want, you ask and get. Wouldn't that be wonderful? Yet that is what this text says! That is what God is, and will be and wants to be. "Whatever we ask, we receive."

Now, is that true? Yes, but it hasn't been true in my own life. Has it been in yours? "Whatever we ask we RECEIVE of Him"? John says this is possible. It is in the Bible. God says this is what He wants for us. Then what is the trouble?

HINDRANCE'S. There are CONDITIONS to answered prayer. There are ground rules. When you are playing a game, if you don't keep the rules you just don't win the game. So it is with God. That is the way it is with God.

"Whatsoever we ask we receive of Him BECAUSE WE KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS AND DO THE THINGS THAT PLEASE HIM."

There are certain conditions for answers to prayer. I am talking, of course, about saved people, people who are born again, people who show obedience to God's commands. God says, "If you don't listen to Me, I am not going to listen to you."

We must KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. We must do what He says. If we don't, we can't expect God to give us the victory.

We must RESPECT GOD above all other things. Some people call it reverence. But how many people DO respect Him? How many people DO those things that are pleasing in His sight? We must do those things pleasing to God. That means I must respect God so much I let Him be God and have His office as God. I must seek to please God more than I please men or myself. Otherwise I am saying, "God, You let me be God. I can be God better than You." You see, God cannot do that.

And then we must TRUST HIS SON. In verse 23 He says, "This is His commandment, that we should believe on the Name of His Son Jesus Christ."

And then we must LOVE ONE ANOTHER." Oh, all these harsh, unloving, critical things that Christians speak about their fellow‑Christians! We should believe on the Name of His Son, Jesus Christ AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER as He gave us commandment.

And then we must LIVE IN DAILY COMMUNION WITH GOD. That expression in verse 24 is a marvelous thing: "He that keepeth His commandments DWELLETH IN HIM." Dwelling in God means LIVING WITH GOD every second in daily, constant communion with the Lord. Friends, we MUST have communion with Him if we are going to have the victory.

And then we must BE POSSESSED BY, FILLED WITH, THE HOLY SPIRIT and thereby "know that He abideth in us by the SPIRIT which He has given unto us."

Beloved friends, if we will obey God's Word, respect Him and do the things pleasing in His sight, trust His Son the Lord Jesus Christ, love our fellow Christians, live in daily communion with God, dwell in Him and with Him, and be possessed with the Spirit of God, GOD ALMIGHTY WILL GIVE US WHATSOEVER WE ASK. Because THEN it is impossible to ask for something that displeases the Lord.

If you want power today, He will give you power if you will meet the conditions. Trust in Him. Will you do it just now while the Lord is speaking to your heart? Then live pleasing to Him and He will give you power and victory.

POWER (Part II)

Power in prayer! In the Book of Hosea, chapter 12, verse 3, we read: "He had power with God. Yea, he had power over the angels. He wept. He made supplication unto Him. He found Him in Bethel." He had power with God in prayer!

Beloved, there isn't any victory except in prayer. Christians are being tested as never before, but God intends that we have victory. The victory is the victory of FAITH. For faith is the victory, we read in First John, and for all who trust God‑--whatever the circumstances or problems or trials--- there is victory. God wants us to be more than conquerors through Him that loved us. But we must pray! It is in the place of PRAYER, believing God's promise, that we see God as our Father. We may not understand the dark valley we are going through or the trials or the problems or the circumstances, but we will have victory because our Father comes through as we wait upon Him in believing prayer.  God says that we are to be strong and of good courage and He will strengthen our hearts. Therefore wait upon the Lord. We are to wait upon God. There is victory, friends, IN CHRIST.

Here is a friend, a child of God, going through a time of deep anxiety.  She goes to the doctor, finds there is cancer and is thrown into a deep depression, complete defeat.  We find that so often. But God doesn't want His people to be defeated. There is victory for the child of God, victory over the problems of life, victory over sickness, victory over death. Jesus Christ CAME to give us victory. "I am come that ye might have LIFE and have it more ABUNDANTLY." "LIFT UP the hands that hang down and the feeble knees," God says. Your hands hanging down?  Stumbling knees? God doesn't intend for us to be defeated.

There is victory even over the fear of death. God wants His people to have this victory. Beloved, if we look at death apart from Him we will be frightened. If we look at serious illness we will be frightened. Terror will grip our hearts. That's the way it is with the world. There is an enormous fear of death, and people live under the bondage of the fear of death. But Jesus Christ came to give us victory over that.

Beloved friends, we must BELIEVE GOD, against our unbelief! We must look to the Lord in faith and believe Him. That's why I give you these Scriptures. I hope you will take these down. You are going to need them.  I collected them for my own heart.  When I find one of own converts who (having walked with God over the years) when death begins to approach is thrown into complete defeat, I understand, beloved, that there is something we are not APPROPRIATING from God. And God WANTS us to appropriate it! Christians have problems  in the home, problems with children, problems here and there. And yet there is  victory in Christ. "We are more than conquerors THROUGH HIM that loved us." We are to REIGN in life now!

You remember what the Psalmist said, "I believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living."  The land of the living is not the next world; it is this world. "I expect to see the goodness of the Lord NOW, in this present world," said the Psalmist, and he found it.

The Apostle Paul was in jail and facing trial for his life for simply preaching the Gospel. Facing martyrdom, the headsman’s axe, he still rejoiced in the Lord in the Philippian letter. "Again I say, rejoice!" Three years in prison hadn't dampened the joy of this servant of God. The faith of Paul! He said, "The Lord will de​liver me from every evil work and preserve me to His heavenly kingdom," and in just a few hours off came his head.

"You call that deliverance, Preach​er?" The minute that headsman's axe hit his neck, Paul was WITH CHRIST! He didn't even know what happened. Oh, beloved, God has victory for His people. Now don't say, beloved friends, "Preacher, you haven't been in the valley of death." No, I haven't, but I've been around it. I have seen more DEATH than the average person sees in a lifetime. How many times I have "died with" friends of mine!

I am dealing with the Word of God, friends. I don't. expect unbelievers to hear what I am saying now. I don't expect them to listen to the Word of God. But God does expect His people to listen, and I want you to listen to me carefully as I give Scriptures from the Word of God FOR POWER IN PRAYER that will BUILD UP OUR FAITH and give us victory over the fear of circumstances, problems, the world, sickness, and death.

We read in Hebrews 2:14, "Foras​much then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, Christ also Himself likewise took part of the same." He became a human being that through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil, AND DELIVER THEM who through FEAR OF DEATH were all their life​time subject to bondage."

Now the writer says here that hu​man beings all their lifetime are in bondage to a terrible fear, the fear of death. The whole human race has it. I have had it. All the human race has it. Every human being has a fear of death until he really meets JESUS and sees that Jesus had deliverance for him.

In verse 15 Jesus delivered those peo​ple who all their lifetime were subject to the bondage of the fear of death, up to the point of their deliverance from that fear, through Him. If a person just looks at death he will be scared. He will be frightened. Death is called the King of Terrors. The Bible faces that fact. Death without Christ, death with​out really believing that God is with us and is looking after us, is an enormous, soul‑consuming, mind‑shattering FEAR.

Are we just to look at dying? Are we just to look at decaying bodies, sick​ness, caskets, cemeteries? No. If we do that we will be afraid. No wonder peo​ple of the world don't want to go any​where near death. No wonder people have a great fear when they come down to real sickness and real dying. They go through it with terrible fear.

Now this text says Jesus came to de​liver us, deliver every human being from this fear, and He did it by destroying the power of Satan. It is Satan that brings the fear of death. It is Satan harassing us and making us fearful so that we won't look to God and believe God and trust God and get the victory in the Lord, a testimony to God and an honor to His Name. It is a dishonor for a child of God to be afraid to die be​cause God gives victory over death.

Jesus came to DELIVER us! Jesus re​peatedly said He came to destroy the works of the devil. One of the works of the devil was to hold the fear of death over my head, make me look at grim and horrible death from the human as​pect, as a total human failure and de​feat!

But JESUS came and said, "No! It isn't true. I 'have conquered death com​pletely. I have defeated it. I have gone down under death, came back from it, and for all who believe in Me there is nothing to be afraid of. Don't let the devil hound you. I have defeated him. TRUST ME."

The Psalmist, who knew the Lord, said, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil, for Thou art WITH ME." I won't be afraid. Why? "For HE is with me." Do I really believe that Jesus will be with me? Did He not SAY, "I will NEVER leave thee nor forsake thee"? Then if I am afraid of this thing it is because I don't really believe He WILL be with me. He can't come through to me and give me victory un​til I really believe Him. You see, God cannot do anything for me except through faith. "Without faith it is im​possible to please Him." Christians must believe God for this victory.

In Philippians 1:20 the Apostle Paul says, "I want Christ to be magnified in my body whether it be by life or by death." Did he stop after saying, "I want Christ to be glorified in my body while I am living"? No, he said, "Or by death." He said, "I don't want to be ashamed by being defeated, but with all boldness, as always, I want Christ to be magnified in my body whether it be by life or by death. When I die, I still want to magnify Jesus."  

He is not magnified if we are totally defeated or frightened out of our wits by approaching death. There is nothing in death to hurt the child of God. Even in the physical aspects He has promised never to leave us nor forsake us.  Beloved, He cannot come through to us unless we have FAITH IN HIM. And we are not going to have faith unless we live in PRAYER. And I am daring to say to you that if you do NOT go alone with God, with the promises of the Lord in prayer, you are not going to have victory. You will be defeated.  I will. That is what I have to do. I must live by faith in His Word. His Word points me to THE TRUTH. I rest in Him and count on Him.  I believe like Moody. Somebody said to Moody one time when he was talking about this, "Yes, but you are not dying." Moody said, "When I am living, God will give me living grace, and when I come to die He will give me dying grace."

Let me take you back to John 21:18.  Here is Jesus Christ after His Resurrection speaking to Peter. He says, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young thou girdest thyself and walkedst whither thou wouldest. But when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands and another shall gird thee and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. This spake He, signifying by what DEATH Peter should glorify God."

Jesus told Peter he would be crucified. He said, "The day is coming when they are going to take you out and cru​cify you and I want you to GLORIFY ME in that death. I want you to show people that I can give you victory over death itself and fearlessness in the pre​sence of death."

Oh, I have prayed many times, "God, don't let me fail to glorify You in sickness and in death if it comes my way, or in problems or any circumstances of life. I want You glorified in my body, in my living, and in my dying, Lord. I  want Your Name honored and Your Name glorified."

Paul did. He had the victory. He was in perfect victory. There was no fear.  Even back in the Old Testament days (without all the New Testament truths), "By faith, Jacob when he was dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph and worshipped as he leaned upon the top of his staff." It doesn't say when Jacob was dying he was depressed, morbid, miserable, fearful and frightened, but that he blessed the sons of Joseph. He called in his sons and blessed them and worshipped God.

Oh, beloved, there is victory for God's child. Let me remind you again that Jesus wants to deliver those who have the fear of death, who are under the bondage of death. He doesn't want His children to be UNDER THE FEAR OF ANYTHING. He says, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." The Psalm​ist said, "I will fear no harm or evil, for Thou art with me."

How can we have this victory? Go alone with God and WAIT ON HIM IN PRAYER. BELIEVE HIS WORD, and actual STRENGTH will come into your heart.

PAGE  
1

