PEOPLE WITHOUT A SONG

Jesse M. Hendley

Psalm 137:4

Psalm 137, verse 4, says: "How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?"

God's people are meant to sing! There is singing in the Bible, all the way through. A redeemed people can sing. We are supposed to sing! In the Book of Revelation, God tells us about the song of the redeemed, about the angels singing in heaven, and that He Himself is The Happy God. I believe God sings. I say that very, very reverently. I have no time for the kind of irreverence today that makes God just another good fellow. No, up in heaven, God's people sing. And on earth, God's people sing. The Christian's religion sets him to singing! Friend, if your religion hasn't brought some joy to you, something is wrong. God's people have a song in their hearts.

The Christian has a song of JOY. "Weeping may endure for a night, but JOY cometh in the morning." This is true always for the child of God. There may be many dark periods to go through. Everything isn't song for a child of God. There are dark moments. But friends, that is the incidental part of a Christian's life. It isn't the major part. Occasionally the Christian's song is the minor key, but such is not the norm, it is the exception. As a rule, a Christian's life is one of joy in the Lord. He can sing, even through times of trial. He can sing, even in the dark valleys. There is a song of joy in the heart.

They are supposed to sing, because they are REDEEMED. You remember how the Children of Israel were delivered from Pharaoh and the bondage in Egypt, "then SANG the people of God!" (Exodus 15.) Only the redeemed can sing the songs of Zion, songs of the Lord. The world can sing, and whistle in the dark, but they cannot truly have a song when they face the valley of the shadow of death. They can't sing of heaven, because they don't know anything about heaven. In Ephesians 2:8 we read, "Ye ARE SAVED, by grace, through faith." We can KNOW we are saved. He doesn't say "Maybe" or "If you work hard at it." He says, "Ye ARE SAVED." Only people who are redeemed can sing! Only people who know God and know their sins are forgiven and behind them, that judgment is past, and ahead is only glory and heaven with the Lord, CAN SING.

Their songs are called two things. First, "the songs of Zion." Zion was the place where the redeemed live. Zion was Jerusalem. Friends, there is a heavenly Jerusalem for the people of God, we read in Hebrews 12, and we are as good as already there. "Ye ARE

the living God and the heavenly Jerusalem." We are on our way to God's Holy City, mentioned in the last two chapters of the Revelation. No war, or atom bombs, or sin, or hell, or anything like that can keep a child of God from the city of God. God has promised us that He is going to bring us to the Holy City, and nothing can stop it. There the songs are called the songs of Zion, and how wonderful it will be to sing the song of heaven! To sing about redemption, and forgiveness and salvation, and about our GOD! It will be wonderful when we sing that song.

They are also called the "songs of Jehovah.” That is, songs of the LORD. Why are they called songs of the Lord? Does the LORD write songs? No, maybe not, but He certainly inspires us to sing. He made it possible for us to sing. He puts a song within the heart, even praise to His Name. Who put those songs in David's mouth? The Lord did it, when He redeemed him and saved him from his enemies. Oh, the song on David's lips, and the song in his heart! I'll tell you, friends, when that song is in your heart it will show on your face.

Not long ago a friend said of another friend, "You know that man has it on his face! You can TELL that HE is saved‑--it's written all over him!" Why? Because it was in his heart. When a man KNOWS he is on the way to heaven, the result is JOY and SINGING in the heart unto the Lord! The saved soul says, "The Lord hath done great things for me whereof I am GLAD." The child of God is glad and he sings because he cannot help it. He sings the "songs of Zion" and he sings the "songs of Jehovah.” They are never in the minor key; they are always in the major key.

God's people cannot sing songs of Zion in captivity. Let me remind you of that. When you are bound by SIN, bound by the WORLD, bound by UNFAITHFULNESS, bound by INDIFFERENCE, bound by the other sins of Christians today, you cannot sing. We must be free to sing. And "whom the Son maketh free is free indeed." To sing, God's people must not only be redeemed, but they must be free from every hindrance of sin in their lives.

Now in Psalm 137 we read about this crowd‑--God's people who have no song. Why have they no song? They are "by the rivers of Babylon." Babylon means Babel, and that means confusion. When they were dwelling among the enemies of the Lord they cannot sing. They were unhappy. They were away from the Lord and Jerusalem. They were in captivity. So they had no song. Christian, if there is all kind of sin in your life, you cannot sing the song of a Christian!

They were inactive. They "sat down" in that city. God's people sitting down? No, not with God's work to be done! We must be about the Lord's work.

They "wept." Weepers cannot sing. Have you noticed many of the plaintive sobs in many of the world's songs? The Christian's song is a song of joy. You cannot sing for joy when you are emotionally upset. These people were crying; how could they sing when they were crying?

They "hanged their harps upon the willows." There was no use for the instruments of music and joy. The strings are still, silent. How true that is of so many backslidden Christians today! How many no longer have a song in their heart to the Lord because they are living careless, indifferent lives. They are outside of God's will. There is sin in their lives.

The enemies "required of us a song. Those who wasted us now want mirth." They wanted gladness and fun. They tried to make mockery. When you as a Christian are living like the world the world will laugh at you, trying to hold on to what you have left of true godliness and yet willfully in the world! In the midst of their awful condition, they remembered Zion!

Friend, if you a backslider, if you have failed God, if you have been walking in unhappiness and misery, if you have lost the joy and song of salvation, let me remind you to "remember the Lord." If you will do it, then God can bring you back out of captivity today. Remember the Lord! Refuse to forget Him! Cling to what faith you have and come back to Him. Now trust the Lord today, and it will be well with your soul. He will give you back your song! God bless you.
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