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Romans 4

God Wrote Abraham's Name on the Credit Side of the Ledger

Friends, turn with me now to chapter 4 of the Book of Romans, and we are taking up today one of the most wonderful studies in the Bible.

In our preceding study, of chapter 3, verses 27 and 28, we had the consequences of the death of Christ. We found that there is no approach to God by human merit, for FAITH has no merit, and FAITH is the only approach to the Living God. The second thing we found was that Jews and Gentiles and all men are in the same condition before God and must be saved in the same way, BY FAITH, because first of all, there is only one God, of all men. The approach to Him is not by different roads. FAITH is the only way to approach and acceptance. So ALL MEN must be saved in the same way because there is one God, and regardless of color or background or race or nationality FAITH is the only way of approach and acceptance before God.

Now when we come to chapter 4 of this marvelous Book of Romans, we find the proof of this statement, that there is only one God and faith is the only way of approach and acceptance with Him. We find the proof from Old Testament examples of salvation by faith alone, and Paul presents us with two outstanding men of history, Abraham and David, and he shows that these men were saved by faith and faith alone, and he sums it up by saying it is the ONLY WAY by which YOU AND I can be saved.

First of all, Paul is dealing with Abraham, and we have lessons to us from Abraham's life. Then from David's life. Two of the outstanding, godly men of the Old Testament period who were saved, and saved by faith alone.

We begin with verse 1. "What shall we say then, that Abraham our father as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?" Paul calls Abraham "our father." He is writing to believers. Actually, the Greek word is "forefather." "Abraham our forefather." There have been those who took this to mean that Paul was writing primarily to JEWS in the Roman church because he mentions Abraham as "forefather." But as a matter of fact, we'll see as we go on in this study that Paul is constantly thinking of Abraham in terms of his

SPIRITUAL FATHERHOOD of BELIEVERS. We are going to find that out. Paul connects "forefather" with "believers" from the SPIRITUAL ANGLE. Remember that as we come to this tremendous truth. Now we go on to read:

"For if Abraham was justified BY WORKS, he hath whereof to glory, but not before God." Notice the word "glory" there. It is the Greek word, Kauchema. As all the Greek nouns ending in ma denote a thing done, or a completed act, here it means literally "a boast," something Abraham could boast about, be proud of, something which he himself had accomplished! But, no man can BOAST, before God. You see? He has no boast. We'll take up that word Kauchema later, in Romans 6, when we come to it. Abraham had nothing to boast about in himself before God, and no man can come and boast before God and stick his thumbs under his suspenders or under his vest and say, "Look! I EARNED my way to heaven!" NO MAN can do that, for there is no boasting before God, and that immediately kills the idea of any human merit. Man cannot approach God upon the basis of his own merit. There is no "merit" in faith, and faith is the only means of approach to God.

Now verse 3. God tells us why Abraham had no boast. "For what saith the Scripture?" It says that Abraham simply believed what God SAID, and his BELIEVING was counted unto hint for RIGHTEOUSNESS. When a man just believes what somebody says, there's no "merit" in crediting somebody else in being true to what they say. Abraham was saved by BELIEVING GOD, not by any WORKS that he did, by which he could have any merit.

I want to pause here and pick out one of these Greek words, in a word study that is very blessed. Abraham believed God and it was COUNTED to him for righteousness. His BELIEVING. The Greek word for "counted" is a word coming from logidzomai. Now this word means, "set down on the credit side of the ledger.”

Now, we have a ledger. Most peoples are "in the red.” They need to get "in the black.” You know, God's Word speaks of SIN as being a DEBT. "Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors." SIN IS A DEBT that has to be paid for, according to the Word of God. Now here it is in this passage. We've been in the red, and we want to get in the black.

So God set Abraham's name down on the CREDIT side of the ledger before Himself. Abraham wasn't deficient; he had credit with God. GOD removed him from the red to the black. Most people are in the red with God because of sin. Everybody out of faith is in the red. It is only BY FAITH that God can set us on the credit side of the ledger.

So the thought here comes from "the book of remembrance" that we read of in Malachi 3:16. You know, that's a wonderful thing. We read that God is keeping books, in which men's good or evil deeds and what they say in words are written down. Malachi 3:16. One day God had some people down here on earth, back in those days of apostasy in Malachi's day, just before John the Baptist came on the scene. Israel was terribly apostate, and wickedness was abroad in the land. God heard some godly Jews, Jewish friends, talking about Him, loving Him, and talking about Him! And God pricked up His ears! And He said, "Look! There are some people, thinking about Me, talking about Me!" It is so rare for people to love God and talk about God. A lot of people talk about God in curse words, without reverence, taking His name in vain, trying to kick it around. And most people ignore Him. So when God finds somebody talking about Him, thinking about Him, loving Him, well, God just writes them down in His book of remembrance, and God says, "They shall be mine in the day that I make up my jewels, saith the Lord." Now that is the picture we have here. There they are speaking good words about God, and they are written down in God's book of remembrance.

We find that this was a common occurrence of kings. Kings used to have books, or records, or chronicles, and they'd write down the names of individual persons who were on their side and did good things for them and spoke good words, and they'd also write down persons who spoke against them and did things contradictory and hurtful, for judgment. The others, for rewarding. So it was a common custom, the picture we have here about being "written down.”

An illustration of that is found in the Book of Esther, chapter 6. You remember Haman had plotted against Mordecai to have him hanged. And here God circumvents that matter.

"On that night could not the king sleep and he commanded to bring the book of records, or chronicles, and they were read before the king. And it was found that Mordecai had told of two of the kings chamberlains, keepers of the door, who sought to lay hands on the king Ahasuerus.

"And the king said, What honor and dignity has been done to Mordecai for this?

"Then said the servants who ministered to him, There has been nothing done for him.

"And the king said, Who is in the court? (Now Haman was come into the outer court of the king's house, to speak unto the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows that he (Haman) had prepared for him.)

"And the kings servants said unto him, Behold, Haman standeth in the court.

"And the king said, Let him come in.

"So Haman came in, and the king said unto him, What shall be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honor?

"Now Haman thought in his heart, To whom would the king delight to do honor more than to myself!

"So he said, For the man whom the king delighteth to honor, let the royal apparel be brought which the king useth to wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and the crown royal which is set upon his head, and let this apparel and horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king's most noble princes. that they may array the man whom the king delighteth to honor, and bring him on horseback through the street of the city, and proclaim before him, Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delighteth to honor.

"Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, and take the apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and DO EVEN SO TO MORDECAI THE JEW, that sitteth at the king's gate! Let nothing fail, of all that thou has spoken!"

Now here is an interesting thing. Here is a king who can't sleep. And by the way, God was the One Who disturbed him. God has a way of looking after His people. Mordecai didn't have any friends at court, so God made a king to spend a sleepless night. They didn't have sleeping pills in those day; so he was awake and couldn't sleep and so he brought out the books of the records of the chronicles, and he had the servants just to read that dreary record to him, chronicles of the kingdom. And lo, it was found that Mordecai had saved the king's life! Mordecai had learned about the plot of two of the chamberlains, Bigthana and Teresh, who had charge of the king' body and stood at the door. And they had planned to kill King Ahasuerus. So Mordecai reported it and had their plan intercepted, and thus saved the king's life. But nothing had been done for him! When the king learned that, he made this wonderful statement: "What shall be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honor?"

You know, I thought that was such a beautiful parallel of God. God has books up there, just as this king had books. God writes down the good, and writes down the bad. When you accept Jesus as your Saviour, the bad isn't written down. God doesn't write it down, as we'll show you in a moment. God doesn't write down sin against those who have faith in Jesus. The minute you put faith in Jesus, God writes you down in His book, and you are written down ON THE CREDIT SIDE OF THE LEDGER.

When Abraham BELIEVED GOD that's all he did---God wrote him down in His books for remembrance, for reward, and wrote him down on the CREDIT SIDE OF THE LEDGER IN GLORY! And God says, "What shall I do for Abraham, the man whom the King delighteth to honor?"

That's what He does for you and me, when we put our faith in Jesus! He delights to honor those who have faith.

Remember, there is a difference between Mordecai and us. Mordecai's blessing was WORK‑righteousness. He had done a good deed to the king, and the king wanted to repay him. But now, in the New Testament, salvation is by FAITH---righteousness! The righteousness of faith is used in this very fourth chapter of Romans. Not work‑righteousness, but FAITH‑righteousness, GOD DECLARING righteous the man or woman on the basis of our faith and faith alone. Not by any works that we do, not by any merit or meritorious deeds that we do.

So God's book of life has recorded in it ONLY THOSE who have righteousness, those who have put their faith in the Lord Jesus, and they are EXEMPT FROM ANY JUDGMENT TO COME, thank God. Their SINS are BLOTTED OUT. So, there is a Book of Remembrance. The book of life is God's book of remembrance for those who have faith in His Son, who put their trust in Jesus and in Him alone as their Saviour.

There is only one virtue, FAITH, that is accepted in the place of another virtue that is missing, RIGHTEOUSNESS. There is none righteous, no, not one. God sums up the WHOLE WORLD as CONDEMNED, in Romans 3. ALL have sinned and come short of the glory of God. There is only one way we can attain a righteous standing before God, and that is by faith. Please don't forget that. When you read your Bible, remember the difference, that FAITH‑righteousness is accepted of God. Work‑righteousness is not accepted of God.

Now Hezekiah pleads WORK‑right​eousness in the Old Testament, as He is dying in Isaiah 38. "In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death, and Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz, came unto him and said, Thus saith the Lord. Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die and not live. Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall and prayed to the Lord and said, Remember now, 0 Lord, I beseech Thee, how I have walked before Thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore."

You remember that God raised him from that sick bed and gave him fifteen additional years. Hezekiah, dying, re​minds God to REMEMBER HIS WORKS! Work‑righteousness. But we, my friends, in this Gospel Dispensation, in the New Covenant, when WE die, can remind God to REMEMBER OUR FAITH IN JESUS! That's all, for en​trance into heaven!

It is NOT of works of righteousness which we do, but BY HIS MERCY He saves us. In the Old Testament we read of work‑righteousness. We read about it in Esther 6, about Mordecai. Then in Malachi 3:16, the book of remem​brance, because people talked about God. We read in Psalm 56:8, God writing down the wrongs and suffer‑

ings of His people, for future judg​ment. Isaiah 65:6, exactly the same thing.

BUT, in God's BOOK OF LIFE it isn't WORK‑RIGHTEOUSNESS. It isn't anything we do, or suffer, that gains us any merit, that God may bless us. It is by FAITH and faith alone! That's the teaching of Romans, the teaching of Galatians, the teaching of John. This cuts right across many, many peo​ple who try to think they have any merit with God by doing any works. It cuts across a lot of so‑called re​ligious groups who are always talking about "keeping" rules and laws and days.

GOD SAYS that Abraham was saved by FAITH. Abraham simply believed what God SAID. And God didn't tack up any commandments for Abraham to keep. He just believed God, and his BELIEVING was counted to him (put on the credit side of the ledger) FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Today, when you and I put our trust in JESUS, we are saved. It is by FAITH, not of works.

I hope this has been a blessing to you and is clearing up the Plan of Salvation for you. God, bless you, friends, for now, and goodbye.
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