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We are studying today in the Book of James, a servant of God. We have been studying about God's wonderful salvation and the origin of it. We found that in salvation God implants His divine nature, and that the implant​ing of His own Nature in the hearts of those who believe on His Son is TRUE SALVATION. Nothing less than this is true salvation.

Now God's Word says that God will be forced to clean out all who WILL NOT LET HIM change their nature and be their Father! God is going to clean up this world! There isn't any doubt about that. And the ones who WILL NOT LET HIM change their nature and become their Father---to those He MUST become a Judge, and He will one day PLACE THEM where they cannot CORRUPT and harm oth​ers by their disbelief in Him and His Son. Hence that great day called "The Day of Judgment," that day called "The Judgment to come," that period of time called in the Bible, "The Day of the Lord," and "That great Day of God Almighty." All these are ex​pressions of a tremendous day when God MUST, being GOD, bring JUDG​MENT upon those who refuse stead​fastly to let Him plant within them His divine nature, by their coming TO JESUS and BELIEVING ON HIM.

This explains that statement of Jesus in the Gospels, "And all those who would not that I should reign over them, bring hither and slay them be​fore Me." Why? Why this drastic JUDGMENT, DESTROYING people, as far as this physical world is con​cerned? Because as long as they are unregenerate and will not let God put His nature within them, this world cannot be a world of peace. This world cannot be the right kind of world, the world it ought to be, the kind of world God is determined to make it. God then is not to be blamed for the lostness and doom of men, because He has made plain to the world what He wants all men to be, by His love and grace. God has made it plain. He has declared His love. In the Word He made it plain and unmistakable, in the death of His Son for sinners on the Cross; and in the changed natures and lives of His peo​ple God reveals what He wants to do with every creature. For any man or woman TO IGNORE this revelation of God, in the Word, in the Son, and in the changed natures of believers, is to DOOM HIS SOUL, and CUT HIM​SELF OFF from the mercy and saving grace of God. This is the reason men are lost. They won't let God come into their natures and change them.

Now God saves men by implanting His Nature within our hearts, and He does this by declaring to us His love ​first, in His Son, the Faithful Witness unto death; second, in those whom He has saved and made examples and witnesses to His saving grace: His peo​ple. So God declares His love to us in His Son and in Christians.

Now I want to remind you what the Gospel (which the New Testament preaches) PROCLAIMED. The means by which God produces in us the divine image is by the declaration of His love, made first through the Son, then further explained and enforced by those whom the Son has sent. Yes, sent to sow the good seed of the Kingdom. We are sent to be sowers of the Good Seed, which is God's Word, the Good Seed of the Kingdom of God which can BEAR FRUIT in the hearts of men. So, the teaching of Christ, rightly received into the heart, con​stitutes the germ of a new, divine life by which humanity as a whole can be permeated and transfused and changed. We must have the divine nature, the divine life to do the divine will, if humanity is to be changed.

James then agrees with Paul, who said that men are saved by God alone, in FREE JUSTIFICATION. To use his expression, "We are justified FREE​LY." Or, more literally, "We are DE​CLARED RIGHTEOUS by God," with​out any cost to us, and apart from anything we DO. It is simply WHAT HE DOES. James says exactly the same thing in chapter 1 verse 18. "Of His own will begat He us, by the Word of Truth." God brought us to birth. He did it. He did it, not of our own will and idea at all, but BY THE WORD OF TRUTH. He made us His children and became our Father to look after us when He begat us, and we are in the right relationship of a child to the Father.

Now we have in the Bible the dif​ferent expressions or statements to describe the CHANGE in the saved man's nature which GOD WORKS and WHICH IS NECESSARY if he goes to heaven. Man is described in the Bible as in AN UNSAVED STATE, un​til he is SAVED, till he has the Im​plantation of the Divine Nature in his heart. He is not a child of God by physical birth. He is not BORN a child of God. Babies born into this world are not children of God, as they must be if they are going to heaven. That doesn't mean that an infant that dies in infancy will not go to heaven; it will. But it means that when a child gets to the age that he knows he is a sinner and can intelligently understand the Gospel that Christ loved him and died for him, if he REJECTS Jesus he is lost, but if he ACCEPTS Jesus he is saved and the Lord keeps His own until Glory. A child is not a child of God simply by original birth, physical birth. The Bible teaches that his nature is such that he cannot love and obey God. It is impossible to know and ap​preciate God. He loves the things of self, the things of the world, the things

of the flesh, and all these are ENE​MIES of God and God's plan and God's state.

Not only is man not born physically a child of God, and his nature such that he cannot love and obey God till he is changed, but God considers this state a state of ENMITY, James says. Paul said, "The carnal mind is at enmity to God." It is an enemy of God. "While we were yet ENEMIES, Christ died for us." That is the amazing grace of God. Christ died for His ENEMIES. That is what men are when they are not born again: in a state of enmity of God.

Now James says exactly the same thing. "The friendship of the world is ENMITY to God. He that would be a friend of this world is AN ENEMY of God." Now let's consider that. The carnal, unregenerate mind that we are born with in our physical birth is AT ENMITY to God.

The fourth thing the Bible teaches is that the only HOPE for such a man is that his NATURE BE CHANGED, from one of enmity to one of love for God! He has got to be changed. It is a necessity, an absolute necessity, that a man be CHANGED before he goes out to meet GOD.

Now, friends, in the light of the fact that we do not know what moment we may go, RIGHT NOW is the time to receive that change from God. That is why the Bible says, "Behold, now is the accepted time." NOW is the time that God will accept us and receive us. "TODAY is the day of salvation." Right now! This day, God has given you to be saved! What a wonderful privilege! So the only hope for a man (who is not born a child of God by physical birth, and who cannot love and obey God be​cause his nature is wrong, and who is in a state of enmity to God) is FOR HIS NATURE TO BE CHANGED. And God alone can effect this. God alone can work this out. God WANTS to do it for you and for every human being. He said, "Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel unto every creature." What Gospel? The Good News! What good news? That God wants to come into your heart and change your nature from one of dis​pleasure to Him to one that PLEASES Him, so that the two of you can walk together here and hereafter!

It is man's duty to LET GOD DO THIS. It is man's duty to let God im​plant His own divine nature in his heart. Then man is to be blamed, if he doesn't perform this duty and LET GOD PLANT His nature in his heart. What must man do? Man must have faith in God's Grace and Care and Desire to come into his heart and save him; and he must with a definite act of faith LET GOD COME IN! God alone can change our natures, which are at enmity to God, to FELLOW​SHIP AND FRIENDSHIP with God. God alone can do it!

The one requirement God makes of us is that we must have faith in God's grace and care and His desire to come into our hearts, and we must in a de​finite act of faith let God come in. Just tell Him you LET Him come in, right now. "Behold, I stand at the door and knock." That is what Jesus says. "If any man will hear My voice (if he will listen to Me) and open the door, I will come in and sup with him and he with Me." "I will dine with that man. I will bring sweet fellowship like at the table, with him." But if a man, woman, boy or girl REFUSES to let God in, refuses to let God change the nature, that per​son CANNOT come to heaven and live with God.

So, the blame is to be placed on the one who SHUTS GOD OUT of his life. God help us to see this, friends! May we see the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour and our God!

Do you have the DIVINE NATURE within you?

Are you on friendly terms with God? Are you in fellowship with God? Do you trust Him, in your heart ? Is Your DEPENDENCE upon Him? Do you LOVE Him?

Do you believe He will take care of you in life and death?

Have you confessed your faith in Him OPENLY and PUBLICLY?

If not, go alone right now and tell God you WANT this change, this im​plantation of the divine nature, and that you take Him at His WORD and you receive JESUS as your Saviour. He will do it.
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