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Colossians 2:9

I want to speak to young people, and I pray that God will guide us into the Word of God, as we look at Colossians 2:9 on PAUL'S CREED. May God speak to our hearts as we read this passage together. I hope you will memorize this simple sentence‑it isn't very long. "For in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the godhead bodily." IN HIM, in Christ, dwelleth ALL THE FULLNESS, of the Godhead, bodily.

It is wonderful to know the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour because, first of all, this relationship keeps us from sin.

The chief of police in Ypsilanti, Michigan, makes these remarks. "I turn to the pages of my own experience and stand aghast at the record. An increase of forty per cent then sixty per cent, and then one hundred per cent, in three years time. I never saw so much immorality, vice, debauchery and crime as we have found practiced by our young people today. The indifference to the sterling qualities of virtue, known and respected by your mother and mine, is appalling. Isn't it time we got back to GOD? In God's Name, why don't we endorse a program that exalts our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? Young people today don't want to be fooled., They don't want the gospel of Social Reform. Their hearts are hungry. They want regeneration, and a new life secure in the eternal promises of God."

The man is exactly right. He is writing from the standpoint of the chief of police. Thank God for a godly chief of police who is appalled at the increase in crime under his own jurisdiction.

I approach it from the standpoint of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as a preacher of the Word. As we have traveled up and down the land in revival campaigns, we have found that on the one hand, there is a great REVOLT by young people against God, but on the other hand, hundreds of young people are SURRENDERING TO CHRIST, yielding to Christ, coming to Gospel meetings for young people such as never before. Some of the most delightful services we have are the young people's meetings. Young people are turning to Christ.

Now young people have to have a creed. Every one has to have a creed. Some people laugh at "creeds," but let me say to you that you cannot know GOD without forming in your mind some sort of creed. If you are a believer in Christ, you have a creed.

Now in these words in Colossians, we have the CREED OF PAUL. "All the fullness of the godhead bodily dwelleth in Him."

Let me ask you, “What do you believe about Jesus?”  You say, “I believe He was A MAN.”  Is that all?  If that is all, you have no salvation, because it will take more than just another person to save your soul.  It will take someone who has not been defiled with sin to save us from sin.  Just a MAN could not save us.

Someone else says,  “He was a GOOD man.”  Jesus could not have been just a good man, because Jesus claimed to be God, and a good man would never make a claim like that. Either Jesus is GOD, or He ISN'T.

Someone else says, "He was a GREAT man. He is to be put on the same level with the greatest men of earth. Men have erected statues to them and have placed Jesus among them, the great men of all time." But a great man cannot SAVE us. We read the lives of great men, and we see in their lives that which is human, evil, disobedient, unholy. You cannot bring the holy out of the unholy.

Someone says, "Jesus was the GREATEST of men. Of all the great men that the human race has produced, Jesus Christ was the greatest." But that will still not SAVE you, friend. Even the greatest HUMAN BEING is still a sinner.

You may say, "It doesn't matter what I believe about Jesus." Yes, it does! What you think about Jesus means much--‑first of all, TO HIM. It means much to Jesus, what you think about Him. It means much to God what human creatures, whom He has made for Himself, think about Him.

On one occasion, when Jesus was traveling toward the Cross, the hunger in His Heart about what men thought about Him came into words, and He turned to His disciples and said, "What are men saying about Me? Whom do men say that I am?" One said, "Some of them say that You are Elijah, and some say You are Jeremiah." Then Jesus said, "But whom say YE that I am?" And Peter replied, "Thou art THE CHRIST the SON OF THE LIVING GOD." Jesus said unto him, "Blessed art thou, Simon son of Jonah, for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee, but My Father which is in Heaven."

What you think about Jesus means much to Him. If Jesus were to come to you tonight, and stand in your presence, and ask you, "What do you think about Me?" it would be a shock to you. Some people have never summed up what they actually think about Jesus. They haven't really gone into the matter with thoroughness and care. What do YOU think, in the depths of your soul, about Jesus Christ? It means much to Him, and it MEANS EVERYTHING to YOU! For in Jesus Christ‑--IN JESUS CHRIST--‑is wrapped up YOUR DESTINY, Heaven or Hell. It's all in Him.

The other day I was riding on a bus and noticed a picture of praying hands, and there were the words, 'Go to church to get rid of your problems." My heart ached. Why didn't they put a picture of JESUS there? What is the tremendous conspiracy that LEAVES JESUS OUT of religion today? You hear about God, on the radio, but you don't hear about Jesus. You read about God in religious articles today, but not JESUS. THERE IS A CONSPIRACY TODAY TO LEAVE JESUS OUT OF RELIGION. I want to tell you, friends, that there is nothing to it if HE is left out! For what you THINK about Him determines where you will SPEND ETERNITY.

Now let us look a moment at what the Apostle Paul thought about Christ. Once, let us remember, he didn't believe in Jesus. Once, he HATED His Name. He believed He was an imposter. Then one day Paul was completely CHANGED! His whole thinking was revolutionized, and he became a BELIEVER on Jesus Christ and an ardent follower.

As Paul wrote these words, he was in prison because of  his preaching, because of his creed, because of what he thought about Jesus. Here is what Paul thought about Him. "IN HIM (that is, the Christ Who walked on this earth, the Christ Who walked among men who saw Him and beheld Him) dwelleth (lives, abides, moves, thinks, feels) all the fullness (nothing lacking, the completeness, nothing short) of the god‑head bodily." What is meant by god‑head? It comes from the Greek meaning GOD. It means ALL THAT GOD IS dwelt in Jesus! GOD, all that He is, nothing lacking, dwelt in Jesus!

In other words, Paul said that JESUS CHRIST WAS GOD, walking among men, redeeming men, saving men, comforting sorrowing men, saving dying men, forgiving sinful men, bringing them Home to Heaven! IN HIM, in Christ, dwelleth all the fullness of the GODHEAD bodily.

That's what I believe about Him, Paul said. GOD--‑IN CHRIST.

What was the result of Paul's creed? It was his surrender to Christ! He became a life‑long SERVANT of Jesus Christ. He walked steadfastly with the Lord. Your creed determines your actions. If you do not believe that Christ is the Son of God, then you can life a life displeasing to Him, a life contradictory to His teachings. But TO ACCEPT Jesus Christ, in real thinking, as GOD walking among men to redeem you and save you, as GOD who came down to earth for you, to die for you on that Cross, to die in your stead, that you might go free, will inevitably lead you to a SECOND ACTION, a definite SURRENDER to Christ as a life‑long servant of His. When you surrender to Him and live for Him, there comes an inner beauty to your life, an inner radiance, that nothing can take away.

A young officer was blinded during the war and was rehabilitated in one of our army hospitals. During this time he met, and later married, one of the nurses who took care of him. He had a tremendous devotion to her and loved her dearly. One day his keen sense of hearing overheard someone in the distance speaking about his wife, and they were saying that it was fortunate for her that he was blind; that he never would have married so homely a woman, if he had had eyes. He rose to his feet and walked toward the voices, saying, "I overheard what you said, and I thank God from the depths of my heart for blindness of eyes, which might have kept me from seeing the marvelous worth of the soul of this woman who is my wife. She is the most notable character I have ever known. And if the formation of her features is such that it might have masked the inward beauty of her soul, then I am the great gainer, by having lost my sight."

"The most noble character I have ever known." We are living in a day when men talk about beauty, beautiful women. But most of them, usually of the screen and stage, in their dress and manner of living prove that they do not love CHRIST. They could not be classified with women who love Christ who dress modestly and adorn themselves as becomes Christian women. The screen stars adorn themselves in lustful garments that raise the passions of men and lead to sin. I always pity such a woman, beautiful in one sense, but without beauty of soul. A beautiful face, but without nobility of character. Some day the face becomes aged goes back to dust. And then, what? No character, to meet God!  

One of the most wonderful things that can be said about a woman is that she is a saved woman, a woman devoted to God, a noble character, a woman with inward beauty. She has real character in God's sight.

In the Book of Proverbs, a book that ought to be read by all of us constantly because it's God's view of a sinful world and warns us of the danger, the final chapter is a tribute to a marvelous woman. It says that a woman that feareth the Lord is to be praised. A woman that feareth the Lord. A woman who would dress as in the sight of the Lord, a woman with spirituality, a woman of virtue, a woman who has some walls about her, who has some reserve, who has some stately principles. Young people, they're worth something! And I ask that you heed the words of this beautiful chapter.

I think again about the words of the blind young officer, "She is the most noble character I have ever known." And I think of the words of the chief of police reporting his findings among many young people today. Young people, don't be fooled. You will never find real satisfaction except in a holy life before God, and you can't have it without Jesus Christ. To have an inward beauty, a noble soul, a noble character, to have God call you a holy woman or a holy man is the greatest tribute you can have, at the end of life's journey when physical beauty is gone.

Won't you bow your head, young man or young woman, and say, "Lord Jesus, I dedicate my heart and my mind and my soul to Thee. I accept Thee as my Saviour and Lord and trust Thee to lead me in Thy blessings." Will you do it?
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