PAUL AND FESTUS
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Acts 26:24

Our message today is from Acts 26: 24. Paul is talking about Christ, that He should suffer, and should rise from the dead and become a light unto the people and unto the Gentiles. And as Paul thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, "Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning hath made thee mad." But Paul said, "I am not mad, most noble Festus; but I speak forth the words of truth and soberness."

There we have the story of Festus, before whom Paul stood. We read at the beginning of chapter 25, "Now when Festus was come into the province, after three days he ascended from Ceasarea to Jerusalem. The high priest and the chief of the Jews informed him against Paul and besought him, and desired favour against him, that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying wait in the way to kill him. But Festus answered that Paul should be kept at Caesarea and that he himself would depart shortly thither." 

(Some people say that that was an accident that Paul just happened to escape that ambush where his life would have been taken. There are no accidents to a man who trusts God.) 

"Let them therefore, said he, which among you are able, go down with me and accuse this man Paul, if there be any wickedness in him. And when he had tarried among them more than ten days, he went down unto Caesarea, and the next day, sitting on the judgment seat, commanded Paul to be brought.

And when he was come, the Jews which came down from Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and grievous com​plaints against Paul, which they could not prove. While he answered for him​self, neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor against Caesar, have I done anything at all." But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul and said, 'Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me?' Then Paul said, 'I stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought to be judged; to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest.  For if I be an offender, or have com​mitted anything worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal to Caesar.’ (Paul, being a Roman citizen, had the right of appeal.) Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered. ‘Hast thou appealed to Caesar? Unto Caesar shalt thou go.’ And after certain days came Agrippa and Bernice to salute Festus. And when they had been there many days, Festus declared Paul's cause unto the king saying, ‘There is a certain man left in bonds by Felix, about whom when I was in Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, desiring to have judgment against him.’ To whom I answered, ‘It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die, before that he which is accused have the accusers face to face, and have license to answer for himself concerning the crime laid against him.’ Therefore, when they were come hither, without any delay on the morrow I (Festus) sat on the judgment seat and commanded the man to be brought forth. Against whom, when the accusers stood up, they brought none accusation of such things as I supposed, but had certain questions against him of their own superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive. And because I doubted of such manner of questions, I asked him whether he would go to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters. But when Paul had appealed to be reserved unto the hearing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I might send him unto Caesar. Then Agrippa said unto Festus, ‘I would also hear this man myself.’ ‘Tomorrow,’ said he, 'thou shalt hear him.'

And on the morrow, when Agrippa was come, and Bernice, with great pomp, and was entered into the place of hearing, with the chief captains and principal men of the city, at Festus' commandment, Paul was brought forth.

Paul was given the right to speak. And here he stands and gives an account of his conversion to Christ, before the principal men of the city, before King Agrippa, before Festus--‑unsaved, blinded souls. And Festus cried out, "Paul, you are beside yourself. Much learning has made you mad. You're crazy, Paul; you're crazy."

Words often indicate the character of a man. When Cain cried out, "Am I my brother's keeper?" his whole life story was told in those words. He murdered his brother. He said, "Am I responsible for my brother?" Yes, we are responsible for those with whom we come in contact--‑our influence upon their lives. No man lives to himself and no man dies to himself. We must live with others. We ought to live in peace and in Christian love. That is God's plan for the human family. In the City of God, there will be perfect peace because there will be perfect love. There won't be any animosity, no hatred, no murders on the streets of gold; no man rising against his brother in anger. Cain told his life‑story in those few words.

Judas Iscariot told his story in this question, "What will you give me to betray the Christ?" He said that to the chief priests, and they handed over the money to him, for which he sold his own immortal soul. There we have his entire character.

We little realize that we can tell people our whole life‑story in a few words. We reveal our character many times, in some sentence we drop by the wayside.

So in these few words of Festus, we see his whole character. He said to Paul, "Paul, you are crazy." Festus was a dead soul that knew nothing of Christ, nothing of the other world. We are reminded that Christianity can never be at home in this old world. We ought not to be surprised that men heed not the Message we bring. This Bible authenticates itself when it says that MEN ARE DEAD in trespasses and sins! You can yell at a dead man all you please, but he will not listen to what you have to say, until somehow LIFE is created in that corpse and he is made to LIVE and made able to hear. So it is with the souls of men. If you have been awakened by God out of the sleep of eternal spiritual death into the glorious life of Christ, you thank your God everyday you live! 

Thousands of people--‑as you see them walking down the streets‑--do not know CHRIST any more than Festus knew Christ! Here are two men: Paul and Festus. The Apostle Paul KNOWS the CHRIST OF WHOM HE SPEAKS; and Festus who knows not the Christ of God. One of them IS crazy. One of them IS mad and it isn't Paul! And I say to you that it is like that today. Many faithful preachers of the Word of God, who know the Christ of God, are called crazy by those who know not the Christ of God. Christ Himself was called crazy. He was called that by poor souls who didn't have the spiritual life to KNOW, who hadn't the acquaintance with God enough to know, those who had never known even from their Old Testament Scriptures, that the Christ was to come, and that this was He! Even the mother of Christ, Mary, who is to be revered for what she was, even she did not understand her Son, the Christ. But you can go back beyond Christ. Go back to the Old Testament, and you see poor benighted souls calling the prophet of God, "mad.” How many times we read it in the Word. And so it is today, friends. You just begin to live for God. You just begin to read your Bible. And they will call you crazy--‑those who know Him not.

When I was first converted, and started reading my Bible, people told me to look out, that I would go crazy. I had fallen in love with the Bible! (If I am crazy today, it isn't because of the Bible!) No, sir! The Bible never made anyone crazy. It is the precious Word of the Lord. Listen to me carefully (after that little word of humor). I went through an institution for the insane in Lima, Ohio, not long ago, and I saw some of the most pitiful sights I ever saw. It was for the CRIMINALLY insane. Everyone in that institution had committed some major CRIME. I saw people in indescribable horror. I don't want to tell you the things I saw I gathered many an illustration that day, but I just haven't wanted to use those awful facts. But I will say this. The man who led us through the place said, "Gentlemen, you would like to know, I am sure, the major causes for these thousands of people being here." We said, "What are the major causes?" He said, "I'll tell you frankly. Whenever anyone is brought to this institution, we interrogate them and fill out a card about them. The first thing we say to them is, have you come from a broken home (where there has been divorce) or have you come from a home where liquor was paramount? And he said that DRUNKENNESS AND DIVORCE have brought nine out of ten of the inmates to that place NEVER was the BIBLE the cause! The lie that the Bible causes mental cases is Satan's propaganda! WHO is crazy: WHO is wrong? It is the person who REJECTS the Bible. Was Paul mad? Was Jesus Christ mad? Was Jesus mad when He turned His back upon the sin of the world? Sin that blights and blasts and damns? You don't need a Bible to tell you that, pick up your daily newspaper and see what SIN does. Was Jesus mad when Jesus came to seek and save that which was lost, seeking to lift the fallen humanity FROM sin, to Himself? Was Jesus mad? HE WAS THE SANEST MAN OF HIS DAY. PAUL was the SANE man in that courtroom that day.

Listen friend, the man who loves God and the Bible and Christ; the man who seeks to live according to the New Testament, is the SANE man. Are you among the MADmen who ignore Christ and the Bible and Christian living, living without God and soon to DIE WITHOUT GOD? Now---NOW---accept Christ, the Son of God, as your own personal Saviour. In Him is Salvation. Come to Him. You must come in God's way to be saved. Will you bow your head and say, "God be merciful to me a sinner, and save me now, for Jesus sake." ONLY THROUGH JESUS CHRIST will any man be saved. Put all your faith and trust IN HIM today. Will you do it?
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