Sermon By Dr. Jesse M. Hendley

October 11, 1907---November 30, 1994

OUR VICTORY OVER DEATH THROUGH CHRIST’S RESURRECTION

Easter Message by

J. M. Hendley, Pastor‑evangelist
April 1946

"Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." I Cor. 15:57.

On every side we meet discouraged, downhearted, defeated people. Theirs is not VICTORY, but DEFEAT! This is not the life that God intends for us. He intends for His people to have victory‑--victory over every foe and enemy of our souls, without and within. It is His gift unto us, and is the birthright of every one who is born of God. It is a constant, day by day, moment by moment gift of God. For what Paul literally says, is, "Thanks be unto God WHO CONTINUALLY IS GIVING US THE VICTORY." There are some blessed people to whom God is constantly giving victory. These are the radiant, bright, happy Christians with a contagious happiness, joy, and radiance in their testimony and lives. They are never defeated or assaulted by the world, the flesh and the devil. They are the "more than conquerors" that we read about in Romans, the eighth chapter. They have trials, sorrows, and afflictions as other people have, but they match all the trials of life with the glorious presence and power of God flooding their souls, which He gives them moment by moment as His marvelous gift to troubled men.

This victory comes through the living, resurrected CHRIST, living in our hearts. Oh, the glorious fact that Christ is risen indeed, risen truly, alive, not dead, near at hand, not afar off, but lives within our hearts and in the hearts of all who believe on Him!

The RESURRECTION of Jesus was the central message of the Apostles, and is the central message of the New Testament for us today. People who lived back in those days of the Apostles and in the days of Jesus had the same trials, sorrows, afflictions, and disappointments as we have, but they met them with courage, with radiance, with victory that we ourselves should be enjoying today. The resurrection of Jesus Christ was the central message, powerful and sin‑condemning, the message that brought salvation and a change in living, and above all, VICTORY in every sense of the word. When the Apostles went out crying and shouting the Message, "He is risen!" all over the Roman Empire tired hearts, sick hearts, unhappy hearts, disappointed hearts caught a new glimpse, and a new radiance and power in their lives that they never knew before, that raised them above defeat to VICTORY. The message that He was risen was first announced by the angels, then taken up by the apostles and servants of God, and blazed forth throughout the Roman world, bringing brightness and light and happiness and joy and salvation. The subject preached by the early Apostles was "Jesus and the Resurrection," and it should be the principal message to this tired, war‑weary, sin‑weary world today.

VICTORY

But you say, "Preacher, you don't mean that God can keep us victorious over ALL the trials of life, do you?" I certainly do! God intends for us to have victory over everything.

Recently I stood by the bedside of a mother gradually dying from cancer. And I saw her daughter, now almost skin and bones, and her sister who have ministered to their mother for weeks. They see only defeat. Their hopes for their mother's recovery are all dashed to pieces. The disease is steadily and relentlessly doing its deadly work. Her faith in God is tested to the uttermost, is strained to the breaking point. Is there victory for her? Yes! How we praise God that victory is certain, and we all are to be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord inasmuch as our labor is not in vain in the Lord, because God is giving us victory, constantly, over every foe.

Yesterday in our city a little boy was playing marbles. He was thirteen years of age. He backed out into the street to take a shot, and a big truck coming down the street struck him and killed him. The frantic mother came rushing out to pick up the body of her little boy. Can God give victory in an hour like that? Yes! He continually giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ!

A father and mother are earnest, godly people. They have tried to teach their little girl to do right, but she will not listen to them. They have prayed for her, have taken her to church, have read the Bible to her, have done everything possible to help her, have tried to shield her from sin in the world and bring her to God. But the mother writes me of her broken‑heartedness. The girls falls in with the ways of the world, goes out into sin, breaks her mother's heart. Can God give a person victory in a case like that? Yes! Thanks be unto God who continually giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!

A man loves his wife. They have been married for years. Suddenly she comes to him and tells him that she is in love with another man and wants a divorce. She leaves him. He is brokenhearted. Can God give that man victory? Yes! Thanks be unto God who continually giveth us the victory through the Lord Jesus Christ.

The world is full of down‑hearted, defeated people because they know not the victory of the Christian faith, faith in the resurrected Christ which brings victory over every problem and every trial, yes, even over death itself! May God help us to say, "If this victory over everything from the cradle to the grave is the birthright of every child of God, I'm going to have it, by the grace of God."

In this great fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians we read the outline of the way to have this victory. Let us get it clearly in our minds. Verses 1‑8, we must realize the certainty of Christ's resurrection. Verses 12‑19, the horror of life if there is no resurrection. Verses 20‑28, our glorious hope for the future because of OUR resurrection based upon the resurrection of Christ. Verses 35‑50, the nature of our Resurrection. Verses 51‑58, the time of our resurrection, and the great comfort of looking forward to it. Now let us consider these marvelous truths one by one, and possess this victory for ourselves.

First, if we are to have this great, glorious, comforting victory we must realize the

CERTAINTY OF CHRIST'S RESURRECTION

Paul declares the Gospel unto us, the Good News, and he tells us what the Good News is: that Christ died for our sins and settled it all on the Cross, so that now God has nothing against us; that He was buried; that He took our sins away; that He rose again, on the third day according to the Scriptures. Oh, beloved, what good news! If you have any fear at all about your own personal salvation and your entrance into Heaven, just remember that if you come to Heaven's gate and can say with a sincere heart, "Christ died for my sins," you will have ENTRANCE into Heaven. That is the password into the Glory land. God cannot and will not turn down souls that are claiming that Christ died for their sins. Oh, what Good News, that no sin is held against us, and never will be!

In verses 5 and 6, we have the six appearances of Christ. First, to Peter, then to the twelve with Thomas absent, then to five hundred on a mountain in Galilee, then to James, the brother who did not believe on Him in life, but believed on Him in death and resurrection, then to all the Apostles, with Thomas present. Paul says, "Last of all He was seen OF ME ALSO." There are the names of some of the foremost Apostles who said they saw the Lord, after He died on the Cross, was taken down from the Tree, laid in the tomb, of Joseph of Arimethea, and arose on the third day! These are honest men. These are truthful men. They would not lie. They could not lie about Him. It is not the statement of one, but the statement of many. Over five hundred people said they saw Jesus after He had died on the Cross, heard Him speak, touched Him, handled Him, knew that it was the same Jesus that died on the Cross, and with Whom they had been associating before. They had lived with Him, many of them, for three and a half years, and they know Him, so it could not be a case of mistaken identity. Beloved, God will honor the faith of any one who will believe what these men, Peter, the twelve Apostles, the five hundred, the Lord's brother James, and Paul--‑say about Jesus. Our faith is based upon the historical fact of the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank God. It is Good News to our hearts.

THE HORROR OF LIFE IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION

Verses 12‑19: We must realize the horror of life if there is no resurrection, the horror of life if Christ had not been raised from the dead, for that means there would not be any resurrection for us to look forward to. No resurrection of the dead? Try to think of it. "If Christ be not risen from the dead . . ." If He had been nothing more than a man, dying for a cause; if He had never been raised from the dead by the power of God; if His bones still moulder in some forgotten spot of earth's soil, like the mouldering bones of every human being that has ever lived, then, (1) no New Testament would have ever been written, (2) these men of fame who walked and talked with Jesus would never have been know by the world, (3) no mighty revivals calling men back to goodness and godliness could ever have been possible, (4) there would never have been any Protestant Reformation which has brought peace, freedom and blessing to men's souls nor would America have religious freedom, (5) there would be no newspapers bearing His birth date upon their headlines. Also, there would be no born again souls, no Bible, no faith, and we would have to go back to the vain reasonings of philosophers which bring no hope, and utter despair! Oh, the horror of it all! Take away the fact of the resurrection and the living Christ, and life is as black as Hell! This is the inevitable result of no faith in the resurrection.

Paul enumerates it for us. He says that if there is no resurrection, (1) preaching is vain, there is nothing to it. Men have been preaching Christ 1900 years and the world has been blessed with it. Someone has suggested that we need a moratorium on preaching. That is, preaching ought to cease. But, oh, what a terrible world we would have without the hope of the Gospel! "It pleased God through the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe." Paul's work in establishing churches was utterly in vain if there was no resurrection. We might as well get rid of preachers, throw the Bible away, burn down our churches and turn them into storehouses, if there is no resurrection. All men of God such as Augustine, Luther, Knox, Calvin, Wesley, Spurgeon, Finney, and Moody wasted their time and their lives in a worthless cause if there is no resurrection.

(2) Your faith is vain if there is no resurrection. It is useless.

The wife who comforts herself with the Word of God and clings to the promises of God as she tries to raise her family, and has a drunken, brutal husband to contend with, and who lives in the heavenlies purely by faith and sees beyond her circumstances to a time when she will not have to live with a drunkard, that wife is fooled, mistaken (poor soul) if there is no resurrection.

The mother who is dying, and as she slips away leaves behind her four children with none to care for them but God, but confidently commits them to Him, believing that He will take care of them, is mistaken, if there is no resurrection.

The poor widow, with her husband gone, her companion of past years of blessing, now hardly getting by in her daily living, but whose face lights up when you go and have prayer with her and read to her the Scriptures, is without hope. Her faith is vain, useless, no good, if there is no resurrection.

A poor woman who lives yonder in a little shack with her two children, makes eight dollars a week and has to scrape to keep body and soul together, but she labors on with weariness and suffering month in and month out, year in and year out, all because she has faith in a risen Christ, and in HER resurrection and in a better world to come. Her faith is foolish, vain, useless, if there is no resurrection from the dead.

The young man and woman, who are going out into the world of sin with temptations lurking ready to devour them and ruin their character, and drag them down to an adulterer's and harlot's grave, have battled those temptations because they believe in a future world where goodness will have paid off. Their faith is in vain if Christ is not risen and there is no resurrection for us.

(3) We are yet in our sins, if there is no resurrection. Sin is a fact. Where can men find the forgiveness of sin, and peace, and see their sins blotted out? Throw the Bible away, burn down every church, cease to preach the Gospel and you still have the burden of sin on the consciences of men and women who do wrong. Where can they find ease for their consciences?

I remember a sixteen‑year‑old girl who came to one of our meetings, and she cried, "I'm sick and tired of sin." Yes, so is every sinner. Sin is a weight that tears down the human heart, and breaks the soul. If there is no resurrection, there is no forgiveness of sin.

(4) Our loved ones who have gone on into Eternity trusting Christ, are PERISHING, if there is no resurrection. If Christ be not raised, then they will not be raised either. We will never see our loved ones again. Death has separated us forever. Hope dies at the grave.

I remember making a hospital visit with a friend of mine. A friend of his was walking the floor in a room next to a dying daughter. He said he had been walking the floor for seven days. He cried, "I'll never see my daughter anymore forever!" Oh, if there is no resurrection, he IS losing her forever.

If Christ is not raised, then we preachers are giving a false hope when we seek to comfort the hearts of loved ones laying away one of their own. What a mockery are the encouraging words of a preacher at a funeral service to those who are left behind and sit by the casket of a loved one, or watch it being lowered into the grave! What awful mockery if there is no resurrection! If we have no hope beyond this life, we are of all men most pitiable.

When I was first converted, I used to go to a poor house and preach the Gospel. I met there a man who claimed to be an infidel, one of the most pitiable creatures I have ever seen, dirty, had no loved ones, had no money, had no possessions, no God, no hope, nothing but bleakness and despair.

Then I went to see a woman at the hospital. Her husband was dying. I sat and talked with her for hours, waiting for him to regain consciousness and talk with him about his soul. Finally he did regain consciousness, and I went in and told him about Jesus, and asked him if he would accept Him as his Lord. The man gripped my hand and gasped out a weak "Yes." Then he slipped away into Eternity. I went on home, and a few days later I went back to see the wife. Oh, how bruised and bleeding in heart she was! She said, "I think about him all the time. I dream about him at night. Last night, I believe I saw him. I believe he came to me. I talked with him." I could see that her heart was all wrapped up in him who was taken away from her. A few days later a friend came and found this lady critically ill, and she soon passed away. They told me that before she died, she expected to meet him again in that better world. But she will not meet him again if there isn't any resurrection.

I am thinking now of a poor boy with tuberculosis, bedfast in a home out on the edge of the city. We tried to minister to him, and did, day after day, for about two years. We would go into the room, and look into his sickly face, read the Word, and pray with him. Time and again he would have one of those awful hemorrhages, and the blood would gush forth. His body was wasting away, no hope for life here. Oh, the blackness of it all! Yet there was hope for him in the next world. How his face would light up when we would talk about the resurrection, and the new body awaiting him, and the future life in Heaven with Jesus! It was his ONLY hope, and this would have been all in vain if Christ was not risen. Oh, the HORROR OF LIFE IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD!

THE GLORIOUS HOPE OF OUR

FUTURE BECAUSE OF OUR RESURRECTION BASED UPON THE 

RESURRECTION OF JESUS

Verses 20‑28. "But now (here is one of Paul's dynamic uses of the word BUT) is Christ risen from the dead." He lives! A man has been raised from the dead, the God‑Man! Despair gives way to hope! Gloom to joy! We read, "Then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord” after His resurrection. They saw that He was alive, not dead, that He was God of heaven and earth, and they knew that if He could rise from the dead, he would raise them also, even as He had promised,

What is the Good News? The Good News is that into the hopeless life, Christ brings hope! What is the Gospel that we believe in and by which we are  saved? First, CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS. CHRIST WAS BURIED IN A TOMB SEALED BY THE ROMAN EMPIRE. CHRIST WAS RAISED ON THE THIRD DAY, A LIVING LORD, ALIVE THIS VERY HOUR. A Christ who is not only capable, but trust​worthy, to fulfill His promise to save us, and raise us up, and bring us to Heaven on the great Resurrection Morning.  Oh, the greatness of the fact of the resurrection of Jesus! He lives! He is alive! The angels' glad note, "He is not here, He is risen" still resounds. Faith in Christ is not a blind leap in the dark, but is based upon the resur​rection of Christ as a demonstrative fact, just as credible as any other fact of history. He arose and appeared to Cephas and the twelve, to the five hun​dred, James, and Paul, and He lives forevermore.

Multitudes of born again people can bear witness that Christ lives. They can say with the poet, "You ask me why I know He lives? He lives within my heart!" Can you say, "He has appeared to ME ALSO," as to Paul? Oh, I don't mean to your physical sight, as he did to Paul. But has He appeared to your soul and to your heart? Has your heart reached out to Him, and have you fallen in love with Him? Oh, is He real to you? Is there any other power in the world that can change a man's life and make him a new person immediately, giving him new life, new motives, new desires? No! Life is barren until you meet Him, unsatisfactory and aimless.

Because He lives, we shall live also. I Cor. 15:20‑26. Because He was raised from the dead, He has promised that we, too, shall be raised from the dead, and live with Him forever! Death came through Adam; resurrection came through Christ. He shall defeat all our enemies. He saves us now and keeps us. He is coming again to defeat all our enemies. Thank God that over against the horror of life, without God and hope, stands the living Christ saying, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." One of our great preachers, Dale, was in his study on Easter morning, preparing a message on the Resurrection. He said that all of a sudden, he sensed the presence of the real, living Christ, the resurrected Christ, in such a real, vivid way, that he rose and clapped his hands crying, "He is risen! He is risen! He is risen!" He is. And because He is, we shall live, also. He says to each of us who believe on Him and trust Him what He said to John after the resurrection (Rev. 1:17) "Fear not, I am the first and the last. I am He that liveth and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, Amen; And have the keys of Hell and of Death."

THE NATURE OF OUR

RESURRECTION

I Corinthians Chapter 15, Verses 35‑50. We are dying people, in hope of a resurrection, raise the question, "How are the dead raised? What kind of body will they have in the resurrection?" Verse 35. "How can a body die, go back to the dust, and be completely dissolved, and yet be raised again? What is it going to be like?" These are questions many are asking.

Paul replies, "Don't forget the law of Life From Death." We find it in nature. It is like a farmer sowing the grain, in the soil. To be sure, that grain seems to rot in the earth, yet in it is the germ of life, and it comes up later in marvelous new life. So will be our resurrection. Verse 42. Our bodies  are sown in corruption. They are raised in incorruption. They are sown as perishable bodies, but they are to be raised never to perish again. They are sown in dishonor; they will be raised in glory. The body that we will have in Heaven will have nothing dishonorable about it. It was sown in weakness, and raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it will be raised a spiritual. The present natural body we are in is not a fit organ for the spirit within us. How many times the Spirit within us wanted to do things that our body hindered us from doing. But there we will have a spiritual body perfectly adapted to our spirit. Verse 49 is a wonderful truth for us to look forward to. As we have borne (worn or carried) the image (the likeness) of the earthy (that is, of Adam) so shall we bear (carry or wear) the image (or likeness) of the heavenly (that is, Christ). We shall be like Him when we see Him as He is. As certainly as we were born into this world in the image or likeness of Adam, with a body of limitations, those of us who believe on the Lord Jesus, in the Resurrection, will have bodies with a likeness to Christ Himself. And those bodies will not be of flesh and blood. Flesh is matter, and blood is the essence of our present, decaying bodies, a part of us which is passing away. In our new bodies, there will be nothing to pass away. We will be like the resurrected Christ.

THE TIME OF OUR RESURRECTION

Verses 51‑58. Here is a great comforting secret that God wants everybody to know. "Behold (God give us eyes to see!) this secret." "We shall not all sleep." Heb. 9‑27 is not for all men. For all are not appointed to die. Those of us who are alive at the coming of the Lord shall not die.

"In a moment" (here is the Greek word ATOM, atomo from a and tomeo meaning a portion of time not able to be cut or, a smallest part of time, or an indivisible part of time.)

"In the twinkling of an eye" (as quickly as you can bat your eye).

Jesus will come "at the last trump." (The war trumpet for signals and commands).

"The dead shall be raised." All the Christian dead in this marvelous first resurrection.

"Incorruptible." They will be raised with imperishable bodies.

"We shall be changed." The living shall certainly have the greatest experience that can happen to a human being--‑the sudden thrill and ecstasy when immortality shall sweep over them, and reverse the death sentence in our bodies. It will not only halt the decay, but it will make us new. We will have a glorified body like the Lord Jesus Christ has now in Heaven at the right hand of God. This will happen at Christ's coming for us.

Verse 53 says that we will put on incorruption, which mean "undyingness." We will be in a condition immediately in which we will never die, never suffer pain, never be sick, or need food, nor be limited as we are in our earthly bodies.

In verse 54 we read a reference to Isaiah's prophecy, "Death is swallowed up in victory." And what a wonderful victory! Note the words, "swallowed up": this is the Greek cata, meaning down, and pino, meaning to drink down, or swallow up completely, utterly consume and do away with. So there will not be any more death for the people of God. Death will be behind us forever when the Lord descends and takes us to meet Him in the air.

No wonder Paul cries out in verse 55, "0, Death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?" It has no more victory because its sting has been removed. The sting of death is sin. Sin is God's broken law. We all recognize we have broken God's law and sinned. But here is where the victory comes. Jesus took our sins in His own body on the Cross in those six hours, and settled the sin‑question forever. He purchased victory for us.

Conclusion: We have been thinking about victory, the continual victory of the Christian' faith.

HOW THIS VICTORY IS OBTAINED

How may I have this continual victory in life and in death, someone may ask. The answer is I Corinthians 15:57.

ITS SOURCE IS GOD

"Thanks be unto God." God is the giver of this victory. It is a GIFT. Literally, "Who continually giveth" the victory. The gift is received, simply taken. God is offering to a poor, deluded, sin‑sick world continually victory, in life and in death. Oh, what a wonderful Gospel we have, not only to preach but to experience.

ITS OBJECT --‑ US

He giveth US the victory! Whosoever will, may come. What a difference between the subject and object! The subject is God; the object is us. God is the giver; we are the receiver.

ITS CHANNEL --‑ THROUGH THE

LORD JESUS CHRIST

God can. give it only through Him. Believe in Him. Trust Jesus as your Saviour. Commit your soul to Him. Cast all your burdens on Him. Walk with Him. Put your confidence and dependence in Him. He is a living Lord, the risen Christ! He is One who is continually with us, walking by our side. It's Christ for your soul, or CHAOS, wretchedness, misery. It's Jesus or despair and utter hopelessness. Oh, the horror of life without Him; the horror of death without Him; the horror of being raised in the resurrection without Him; the horror of standing before the judgment bar of God without Him! What shall it be for you? What is it now for you? It is Christ or despair!

Do you remember the despair of the unbeliever in William Henley's "Invictus?"

"Out of the night that covers me, 

Black as the pit from pole to pole, 

I thank whatever gods may be 

For my unconquerable soul!" 

That is the despair of those who are not trusting God and His Christ. That is, the word of unbelief, black as the pit from pole to pole. And the blackness will be on the unbeliever's deathbed and throughout Eternity!

But do you remember the reply to this poem? It is Dorothy Day's "My Captain."

"Out of the Light that covers me

Bright as the sun from pole to pole 

I thank the God I know to, be

For CHRIST, the CONQUEROR of my soul!"

My friend, CHRIST IS RISEN, and if you will trust Him, He'll save you in life, and one day will bring you up in resurrection. Jesus said in John 6:39 and 40: "This is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he has given me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again in the last day. And this is the will of Him that sent me, that everyone which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life: and I WILL RAISE HIM UP AT THE LAST DAY." God grant that every one of my hearers will believe on the Son of God and be raised up in that happy group, the saved, on the last day!

Let every head be bowed and every eye be closed.
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