OUR TOGETHERNESS WITH CHRIST
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Romans 6:4

We are taking up today Romans; chapter 6, verse 4.

Remember, Chapters 1, through 5 deals with JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH, the believer declared righteous by his faith in Jesus, absolved from all sin. In chapters 6, 7 and 8, we have SANCTIFICATION BY FAITH, and we learn how the believer is to have victory over sin. This is the truth about SANCTIFICA- TION, the Bible teaching on Sanctification.

Now in chapter 6, verse 4, we read: "Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life."

Now here we have OUR TOGETHERNESS WITH CHRIST.

We read, "We were buried with Him." That word for "with" is sun (pronounced "soon".) And here we have also the word "burial.” Sun etaphemen. It means, "We were buried together." Not "we ARE" but "we WERE." So, "We WERE buried, WITH HIM.'

Now if you will turn with me to Ephesians 2:4 through 7, we read of our being UNITED to Him. Verse 5: "We were made alive together." That is sun edzoopoiesen. There is a triple compound. Sun, "together." Zoa, "life." Poieo, "to make." So we were made alive together,” WITH CHRIST.

And then next, in that very passage, we read, "And we were raised up together." That is sun egariren. Sun, that is our good word "with,” and egairo, "to raise up." Sun egarien, "We were raised together with Him."

Then, "We sat down together with Him in the heavenly places." Sun ekathisen. Sun, "with." Kathidso, "to sit." Sun ekathisen, "We sat down together with Him."

Now there in three Greek compounds in Ephesians 2:5 and 6, we have the glorious truth of OUR TOGETHERNESS WITH CHRIST, our INSEPARABLENESS from the Lord Jesus Christ. We are INSEPARABLE. That's WONDERFUL! Just like the head and the body. Just like the bride and the groom. Just like the vine and the branches. WE ARE VITALLY JOINED TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. And all that takes place when you and I are converted, and baptism signifies our death and burial and resurrection. That is what baptism means.

Now let's look just for a moment. We read in Galatians 2:20 that we are "crucified with Christ." You see?

Crucified, WITH CHRIST. There we have our good word sun again. And we have it here in Romans 6:6. "Knowing our old man WAS CRUCIFIED WITH HIM." There we have the word crucified. Sun estharothe. There we have sun, "with,” and estharthe, from stharo, "to crucify." CRUCIFIED TOGETHER. BURIED TOGETHER. MADE ALIVE TOGETHER. RAISED TOGETHER. SAT DOWN TOGETHER.

Now in this study of OUR TOGETHERNESS, let me remind you of First Thessalonians 4, where we read, "So shall we ever BE WITH THE LORD." So when He comes, we shall be TOGETHER WITH HIM, FOREVER. Literally WITH the Lord. With them, and with Him, at His Second Coming.

So there we have a complete study of this amazing thought of the believer's union with the Lord Jesus Christ...CRUCIFIED TOGETHER. BURIED TOGETHER. MADE ALIVE TOGETHER. RAISED TOGETHER. SAT DOWN TOGETHER. That is where God sees us, in the heavenlies. That does not mean how you feel when you go to church or listen to something that is heavenly in nature and makes you feel heavenly. This hasn't anything to do with "feelings"; this is ACTUALLY YOUR POSITION AND MINE. This is our STATE. This is the way God RECKONS us, as in the heavenlies already. And, when He comes again, we are going to BE TOGETHER WITH HIM. We shall be INSEPARABLE from our LORD! It is all in the precious little Greek word, sun! There is a study, then, all in itself, and it is very, very wonderful.

Now let's get the passages. Romans 6:6--‑crucified together.

Romans 6:4--‑buried with Him.

Romans 6:5‑--planted together in His likeness. (We'll get to that in a moment; grafted into the Lord Jesus Christ.)

Ephesians 2:5,6--‑made alive, raised, sat down together with Him.

John 14:3--‑together with Him when He comes or at death, where we read Him saying, "I will receive you unto Myself, that where I am there ye may be also."

So we have then the wonderful truth of the togetherness of the BELIEVER WITH CHRIST, the fact that you and I, who have been born again and saved and have put our faith in Jesus, are INSEPARABLE from the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. Now isn't that a wonderful truth?

Now let's go on with the thought: verse 4, of Romans 6. "We were buried together through baptism." Dia tou baptismatos. It was through the medium of BAPTISM that our burial came.

Some people say that baptism is not important. Beloved, the Apostle Paul makes it important in the scheme of salvation, in Romans 6, and Romans is the great epistle on SALVATION. "We were buried, through the medium of baptism." That's what baptism means. "We were buried WITH HIM, by baptism, INTO DEATH."

Then, he says that that isn't all! That is the negative end of it. But like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also have been raised up spiritually, morally and ethically, already, and we should WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE.

Now in the phrase "newness of life,” en kainoteti dzoes, we have the meaning, "A state of life that is totally new." It is wonderful to talk to a man who has just been BORN AGAIN, and see the NEWNESS and the FRESHNESS of it all!

Now notice this expression that we should "WALK" in newness of life. It is the Greek word, peripateo. You have heard of the "peripatetic philosophers"? Back in the old days wise men, learned men, would attract young men from all over the world to come and sit at their feet and learn from them. They didn't have the schools that we have today. And the young men would flock around some great thinker, some great teacher, to be taught. Some of these philosophers would teach in public buildings. Some would teach in their homes. But there were others, who did not teach in any particular building, but would just "walk around" and the fellows would congregate around them, and they would talk as they walked. They were called the "peripatetic" philosophers.

So here we have it: "to walk around." That's what peripateo means. And we have that Greek word here.

So you and I, since we have believed on Christ and have died with Him and have been raised with Him are now to WALK AROUND IN THE NEW LIFE, in the state of NEWNESS OF LIFE, something brand new--‑it isn't of the old life at all; it is the NEW life‑--and it is IN CHRIST JESUS! And the new life cannot move together with sin.

Now the thought here isn't simply "to walk." It means, "to walk around." This means walk of life. That is, a Christian ought to be a Christian not only on Sunday, but also on the other six day of the week. He ought to be a Christian on the job. He ought to be a Christian in his home, and in his social life, and as he gets his recreation. It doesn't make any difference WHERE a Christian is: he should be MANIFESTING the new life that he has in Christ WHEREVER he is.

Now notice that the believer, like Christ, was raised up from the dead "by the glory of the Father." That Greek expression is dia tes dokses tou patros. "Through the Glory of the Father." Now here the word "glory" carries with it the sense of "glory manifested by power," or "power revealed by the act." When God raised Jesus from the dead, it was a powerful act that revealed the Father's glory. God is glorious in power! The glory of the Father was revealed in His mighty power in raising Christ. And, He can do it in raising US!

I was telling a lady in my office the other day about what GOD could do in changing lives, and she said, "Well, God can't change certain ones I know!" Well! That's really limiting GOD, isn't it? God CAN do it, friends, for He is ALMIGHTY!

Now verse 5 (of Romans 6): "For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection." Now here is a very interesting word: "planted." I want to call your attention to it! There is a whole Bible truth revealed in this one word!

In being JOINED to Christ, it is not in one thing, but in all things. We become ONE with Christ as a graft becomes one with the tree with which it is grafted and grows. The word here translated "planted" is the Greek word sumthutoi. From sun, our good word for "together," and thutoi, "to plant." And it means literally "united by growth.' We have been united by growth. "For if we have been UNITED BY GROWTH to Christ in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection." This word "united by growth" and translated "planted" exactly expresses the process by which a graft becomes UNITED TO THE LIFE OF THE TREE. So a Christian becomes grafted INTO CHRIST. Isn't that a beautiful picture? If I had a blackboard, I would draw the trunk of a tree, with the roots down in the ground; then the top part of the tree. Then I would draw a line cutting into the tree, and a graft inserted into that tree, and the sap that comes up in the tree feeds that new graft so that IT LIVES and BECOMES A PART OF THE TREE,

drawing on the tree for its sustenance and its life.

That is exactly what happens in Christian experience: you and I were lost spiritually, dead spiritually. But when we believed on Christ, we were grafted into Christ, and from thenceforth we drew our life from HIM. We draw His life into ours! It isn't something we struggle with, this living a holy life, a life of victory; that graft doesn't STRUGGLE to live. The life of the tree simply flows into it and it lives! So God doesn't tell us to STRUGGLE to live the Christian life, to live the Christian life in our OWN strength. He says simply, "ABIDE IN CHRIST." And Christ will pour His life into you and you shall bear fruit!

Christ said, "I am the Vine, and ye are the branches." Well, a branch is JOINED to the vine, and the life of the vine comes THROUGH the branch, and bears a big cluster of grapes. Now the "branch" doesn't bear the grapes of itself; it is the life of the VINE, poured through the branch that bears the grapes! You and I have no power to do Christian work, to win souls, to be effective missionaries for Jesus and change the lives of others. We haven't the power in ourselves. But, we stay joined to Jesus and He pours HIS LIFE through US. And that is the life of victory over sin and the life of power!

So SANCTIFICATION isn't something you struggle to get. It isn't something you have to pray for and agonize for. You simply are to reckon what God says.

The picture of it is in baptism. You DIED, were BURIED, were RAISED, and you are TOGETHER WITH CHRIST, and you are JOINED TOGETHER WITH CHRIST, as a graft is grafted into a tree, and you are to DRAW THE LIFE OF CHRIST THROUGH YOU, and HE is to bear the fruit.

So that is what happens, beloved, when you and I are saved. That is a very precious truth, the truth of the graft, "planted" into Christ. A wonderful thing! GRAFTED into Christ! That is what God tells us in the Word.

Let me ask you a very serious question: Is the Life of Jesus flowing through you?

Have you been joined to Him?

Are you TOGETHER with Christ, vitally, with Him pouring His Life through you?

If not, He WANTS you to do it. Go alone and surrender to Him today, and let Him pour His Life through you and let Him make you a rich blessing to others. You cannot do it; but HE can give you victory over sin, by the power of His Own Life flowing through your own soul.

God bless you and goodbye.
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