OUR TITHES AND GOD’S STOREHOUSE

Jesse M. Hendley

Malachi 3:10

Malachi 3:10 (Revised Version) says, “BRING YE (God's commandment to His people) THE WHOLE TITHE (nothing less, or we rob God) INTO THE STOREHOUSE (literally, “the house of supply”) THAT THERE MAY BE FOOD (Spiritual food to feed hungry and lost souls) IN MY HOUSE (the supply house is HIS house, but we must keep it filled with provisions for needy souls who hunger and thirst for His salvation); AND PROVE ME NOW HEREWITH (He challenges us to put Him to the test and guarantees tremendous blessing to those who tithe) SAITH JEHOVAH OF HOSTS (He signs His Name to this guarantee and cannot fail; His Name indicates that He is able to fulfill His promise), IF I WILL NOT OPEN THE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN (all the blessings of heaven shall be poured out on the tither) AND POUR YOU OUT A BLESSING (every time you pay your tithe, God pours out a blessing), THAT THERE SHALL NOT BE ROOM ENOUGH TO RECEIVE IT (not only answering our prayer and satisfying every need, but far beyond our needs--‑flooding us, overwhelming us, with His good things.) And all this in because we tithe. You say "WHY?" Because the tithe is an indication of love to God.

Touch a man's pocketbook and you touch his heart. A man's money is at the center of his being. When he gives of his money, he gives of his life. What a man spends his money for indicates what he thinks most of, especially what he GIVES his money to. A man doesn't give his money to something or to someone he doesn't believe in. Money is hard to get. Money costs life to obtain. It comes the hard way. So money is a man's life, for his time and sweat and life go into making it. So when he gives it, he is giving himself.

What a man gives, or gives not, shows his faith, or lack of faith. If a man gives not the tithe to God, he shows he has no faith in God. He does not LOVE GOD! The man who gives the tithe to God shows by his act that, he loves GOD. Many a man goes to church on Sunday morning, sings, says a prayer, listens to the preacher, puts a dollar in the plate and walks out--‑satisfied that he is a good religious man. And yet, HE HAS ROBBED GOD! God says so. Any giving less than the tithe ROBS GOD. I go farther and declare unto you that anything less than tithes AND OFFERINGS robs God. A tithe is a tenth of your income. Ten per cent of ALL that we receive, our NET RECEIPTS, our NET INCOME, BELONGS TO GOD. All of this, PLUS AN OFFERING (expressing our thanks) ABOVE AND BEYOND THE TITHE. So until we give the tenth and something above, we haven't given anything to God. To give the tenth is just discharging our DUTY. We have just paid our debt. God says that we OWE HIM that much. This is not a gift. If we really love God, we will have to come bringing Him something BEYOND our tithes and offerings (the tenth and over).

To those who say that this was spoken to the Jew, let me ask you a question. Can a Christian under Grace say he loves God and then give Him LESS than a Jew under the Law? Of course not. People who give just little dribbles of their income to God prove by this that they are trying to get by with as little obedience to God as possible; and this attitude proves that they do not love Him from the heart! “He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God is love.” If a man does not give generously, he doesn't love God; he has no faith.

Now if you think I am stretching matters a little, let us read God's own words: “WILL A MAN ROB GOD?” The answer is YES. Some men will not rob their fellowmen, but will rob God, showing they love man more than God. Yet, when we die, man cannot help us‑only God can. We'd better make a Friend of God! God says, “YET YE ROB ME.” Friends, with all my heart I say, heed God's words. Is God speaking to you here? Are you one of the CRIMINALS who sticks his fingers in God's pocket and takes what belongs, not to you, but to God? “BUT YE SAY, WHEREIN HAVE WE ROBBED THEE?” “IN TITHES AND OFFERINGS” (ten per cent of all income plus what we bring Him above that). “YE ARE CURSED WITH A CURSE,” says God. The man who robs God has a curse on his life, body, business, family, and especially his soul, for he has left God (Verse 17). He may not realize it now, but the day is coming when he will. And what an awful day it will be. “FOR YE ROB ME.” God repeats this horrible crime of stealing from Him! “EVEN THIS WHOLE NATION”--‑The work of God everywhere drags because so many people ROB GOD. There are 200,000,000 Chinese with dying souls that have never heard about Jesus because we, who have heard, ROB GOD. Millions of lost souls are starving for the Gospel we love. They are going to Hell because professing Christians ROB GOD; they do not bring the tithe into God's supply house so that preachers may be sent to tell them the Story and win them to Jesus Christ.

Someone asks: “Where are we to bring our tithe?” “What is the storehouse?” Let us look again, carefully, at the Word of God and see what it says. Then we cannot go wrong. God says, “Bring ye the whole tithe into the storehouse.” The word for STOREHOUSE in the Hebrew is literally, “house of supply, provisions, stock.” In the next sentence God calls it “MY HOUSE,” and He says it is to be stocked with “FOOD.” (“Food in My House”). Let's get the picture. We are living in a needy world. Its greatest need is not physical but spiritual. Men need God! Men are facing judgment. People are hungry for God! Millions all over the world NEED TO BE SAVED. Two hundred million in India need the Gospel. Vast China is in need of the Gospel. Europe is crying for God. America is in awful sin and multitudes are going down to eternal ruin and death without God. Yet they are hungry! For Salvation and the Gospel.

Now God wants to reach them. He has a house, a supply‑house, a house from which they can be fed from its supplies, and a house, which contains provisions for their needs.

Now WHERE is God's house on this earth? WHERE is the house, which has the provisions for the needs of the world? The “house” where He dwells and through which He manifests Himself to a lost world? The answer is HIS CHURCH! The CHURCH is God's HOUSE through which He can reach this lost world.

But, what is the CHURCH? Is it some local, physical BUILDING? NO! A wooden or a stone BUILDING is not God's church. Nowhere in the Word is a physical BUILDING called God's church. The church is an assembly of two or more Christians. (Matthew 18:20) “Where two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them.” Notice the word “where”--‑WHEREVER Christians are gathered together THERE is God's House. Christ is THERE. THAT is His House! Wherever Christians gather in a house for prayer, worship, Bible study, soul‑winning, to carry on God's work, CHRIST IS THERE. THERE is the house of God! THERE is God's supply house through which He meets the needs of this world.

We read of the Christians in the New Testament, the early Christians, meeting in houses. Paul speaks of “the church in thy house.” The house itself wasn't the church. The church met in the house. The house was simply the meeting‑place. Wherever Christians gather and unite their hearts to pray and worship and win souls and carry on God's work--‑it may be a Gospel broadcast‑--THERE is the supply house, the house of God with the provisions to feed hungry souls. Thousands of Christians have been saved over the radio as Christians have come together with gifts and prayer and helped win souls to Christ. CHRIST IS THERE! He is in it! Who dares doubt it? Suppose these Christians had never supported these Godly radio programs? Then a multitude of souls would never have heard and would have been lost. My friends, when will we ever learn that ANY WORK GOD IS USING TO CARRY ON HIS WORK AND WIN SOULS IS HIS WORK, AND WE ARE INVESTING IN ETERNITY BY GIVING OUR GIFTS TO HELP CARRY IT ON.

God is using MANY channels to carry on His work to reach the lost world. No one, single work can say, “This is the only work of God on earth.” We are to pray for all God's people, wherever they are doing their best to carry on His work. We are to give of our tithes and offerings to help, wherever God lays it upon our hearts to give. If a work is spiritual, giving out God's Word faithfully, is seeking the lost and winning souls, and our hearts are touched by the Holy Spirit to help carry it on, THAT IS GOD'S SUPPLY HOUSE. That is the work of God and to bring our tithes into it is to obey God and be blessed.

It certainly is not God's will for us to give to a work that is modernistic and denies the Bible and Christ! I do not believe it is God's will for me or for any other Christian to give to any work that is not preaching God's Word and seeking souls! In fact, I make bold to say that IT IS GOD'S WILL FOR EVERY CHRISTIAN TO PRAY AND GIVE TO THE WORK HE FEELS IS MOST FAITHFULLY CARRYING OUT THE WILL OF GOD, THE WORK THAT IS TRUE TO HIS WORD AND TO THE SOULS OF MEN!

So God's store house, God's house of supply, is WHEREVER Christians gather together to carry on HIS WORK Ephesians 2:22‑“In whom ye are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit." Hebrews 3:6, “Christ as a Son over His own house, WHOSE HOUSE ARE WE.”

The supply house is God's house, but it is our privilege and tremendous responsibility to keep it stocked with provisions, spiritual food, to be given to needy souls! The only way they can be reached is by preaching THE WORD. The only way preaching can be carried on is by the tithes and offerings and gifts of every one of God's people. If we do not bring in tithes and offerings, we ROB GOD. We ROB LOST MEN of Eternal Salvation! No wonder God says the man who does not tithe is CURSED. Thank God we can tithe and be blessed!

I want to close with a personal testimony, about the JOY of giving to the Lord. When I was saved, I learned the joy of giving unto the Lord. I began to tithe immediately and I remember especially the ecstasy when I gave something above the tithe unto the Lord. When I would give something to the poor, the widows, and the orphans who could not help themselves, how the blessed Presence of God flooded my soul. Again when I gave to missions, the love of God was so real to my soul. Talk about “Feelings”---true giving to God produces it! But above all, when I give to help win souls my soul is mightily blessed because I know souls are being saved and blessed and I receive mail that proves the work is of the Holy Spirit.

No, my friend, you can be sure that when your heart is moved of the Spirit to give to any work that is of God and carries on His Cause of FEEDING THE HUNGRY, ministering to the sick, clothing the naked, visiting the imprisoned, preaching the Gospel, and especially winning lost souls, YOU ARE BRINGING YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS INTO GOD'S STOREHOUSE AND GREAT IS YOUR BLESSING HERE AND HEREAFTER!
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