OUR INTRODUCTION TO THE FATHER

Jesse M. Hendley

Romans 5:1-11

We are talking today about the blessed and blissful consequences of Justification by Faith. Now the word JUSTIFICATION is the Greek word dikaiosis. We have it at the end of chapter 4, and it is Paul's main theme. Justification, or how GOD DECLARES the believer righteous.

Paul explains this method of obtaining righteousness in chapter 4, and he shows that it was not contradictory to the Old Testament, but the same, as in the case of Abraham and David. God never has, God never will have, any other way of saving people, except by DECLARING them righteous, by faith, by believing.

Now he shows THE CONSEQUENCES of this wonderful justification, this being declared righteous. He explains why it is that a Christian CAN FACE PERSECUTION AND DEATH JOYFULLY. The early Christian martyrs faced death joyfully; they weren't afraid of death. There are two reasons why real Christians face persecution and death joyfully. First, the believer has a gushing spring of tranquility in his heart, peacefulness in all his relations with God. If you are right with God, then you don't have to fear anything else. Second, he has a thoroughly confident hope of the future and glory. He knows he is right with God here, and joy floods his heart, and he knows that he is safe for the future, that when he dies he will be in heaven with the Lord. And a man can't keep these two things in his heart without some brightness and splendor and radiance shining out in all his speech and actions. They did in Paul's life! They should and will, in ours, as we meditate on these things, BELIEVING them and acting on them!

Now let's look at the text a little more carefully. In Romans 5:1 through 11, we find Paul's personal joy in the experience of the Gospel. His intense grasp of the objective facts which are the Christian's confidence! He explains WHY the Christian faces persecution and death so joyfully; he has a deep spring of peacefulness in his heart now, and a confident hope for the future in glory.

Now let's see literally what he said. Romans 5:1, "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." The

words translated "we have" is the Greek word echomen. It does not mean "to make peace" or "to get peace" or "to obtain peace"; but rather, it means, "to KEEP or ENJOY peace.” And what Paul LITERALLY said was, "Let us ENJOY OUR PEACE WITH GOD THAT JESUS MADE.”

The word "justify" there is the aorist participle, dikaiothentes, and it masks the BEGINNING, when we ENTERED into this state of peace, the declaration that we are not guilty, which a sinner comes into by a heartfelt embracing of Christ. That immediately does away with a state of HOSTILITY in which he had stood with God, and he enters a state of PEACE! This wonderful thing, peace, is not due to himself, but comes THROUGH the Lord Jesus Christ. So, we translate literally, "Having been declared righteous by faith, let us KEEP ON ENJOYING our peace with God, which comes to us through our Lord Jesus Christ." Let us ENJOY our peace! Paul is not saying, "We HAVE peace"; that fact is given to us in preceding chapters. He is saying, "Now that is true, ENJOY IT!" Don't walk around with your head hanging down between your knees, worried to death, scared to death all the time; ENJOY YOUR PEACE WITH GOD, this new state that JESUS BROUGHT FOR YOU, which is YOURS, since you've been declared righteous. Let us enjoy our peace with God, because we have already been DECLARED RIGHTEOUS BY FAITH. And if GOD DECLARED US righteous, we are PERFECTLY SAFE and SECURE, for the future.

Now verse 2. Not only do we have this peace to enjoy, but also we have ACCESS TO GOD. "By Whom also we have access, by faith, into this grace wherein we stand and exult in hope of the glory of God." Now this word translated "access" is not literally "access.” It is the Greek, ten pros agogen, and it means literally, "our introduction.” Pro agogen is "to lead to or towards.” The idea is that of introduction into the chamber of a monarch or king! So "access" is an inadequate rendering because it leaves out the fact of our Introducer! We are not able to come in our own strength or through any being other than JESUS! We need an Introducer! We need Somebody on terms with the King, Someone who can bring us together, and that Introducer is THE LORD JESUS.

We have that question in Job. Job said "Oh, if there were just some middle‑man that could bring God and me together! Some mediator!" Well, here He is--‑THE LORD JESUS. HE IS OUR INTRODUCER.

We have this same Greek word, pros agogen, in Ephesians 2:18 and 3:12. Now in 2:18 we read these words. "For THROUGH HIM (that is, through Jesus) We both have access (or, introduction) by one spirit unto the Father." We have introduction unto the Father by Jesus. Jesus brings me into the Father's Presence and says, "Father, this is Jess Hendley. Jess, this is my Father." And he brings us together. Isn't that sweet? Isn't that a wonderful picture? That is the picture. That is the picture in pros agogen, just exactly. Jesus is our Great Introducer to the Father.

Why, I haven't anybody who could introduce me to the President of the United States. There ARE people who can introduce people to the President, for they have access to the President. There are people who fly all over America and some to the White House as entertainers to entertain him privately, or as friends to play golf with him and do other things. But I do not have anyone who can introduce me to the President.

But I have Someone who introduces me to God the Father! The Lord Jesus! I have a GREAT FRIEND at the Court of Heaven WHO HAS INTRODUCED me to God the Father, and I "have introduction,” I have been introduced, to His Presence, into His FAVOR, into this state of GRACE. It is more than simply MEETING Him; it is more than an ACQUAINTANCE. Friends we are introduced into His HOUSEHOLD and a state of PEACE.

We have it again in 3:12 of Ephesians. "In Whom we have boldness and ACCESS with confidence, by faith in Him." We have boldness and "introduction" with CONFIDENCE. We do not have to come timidly, but boldly, and with great courage, because JESUS has fixed everything up with the Father for us. What a FRIEND we have, in JESUS!

Well that is the picture we have in the Greek words for "introduction.” "By Whom then, we have INTRODUCTION, BY FAITH, into this grace wherein we stand, and exult in hope of the glory of God."

I want to call your attention to the words, "By Whom WE HAVE." It is the Greek eschekamen and it means literally, "we have obtained.” We have BY FAITH OBTAINED this introduction! Jesus can introduce only the person who has FAITH.

Now notice, "into this state of grace in which we stand." Eis ten charin tauten. From a state of hostility and alienation, we have been brought into a state of FAVOR, pictured as A SPACE THAT SURROUNDS THE BELIEVER. That's what we have here. We stand, and we exult in hope of the glory of God the glory of the Divine Presence which is given to us in full measure when we enter that Presence with our Introducer, the Lord Jesus! We are transfigured by it, like Moses. Our entire being is transfigured. The glory of God floods our soul.

Now this "state of grace" is pictured as a SPACE, FENCED IN, and INTO WHICH THE CHRISTIAN ENTERS AND IS PERFECTLY SAFE. A state of GRACE, instead of a state of WRATH. That is the CONDITION in which we ABIDE as BELIEVERS in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The next thing we have is the Christian's BOAST. "WE REJOICE in the hope of the glory of God." The word "rejoice" is the Greek word, kauchema. Here is the Christian's boast. The Jewish boast is excluded, we read in Romans 3:27. Why? Because it depended upon some supposed "human merit;" but the Christian's boast is based entirely upon the assurance of DIVINE LOVE. The verb, kauchaomai, "to boast or glory in,” is used of JOYOUS EXULTATION. Christianity is a religion of JOY! And we find that all the way through this wonderful, wonderful Book. He that boasteth let him boast in the LORD!

In First Corinthians 1:31, we have that truth of the boasting of the believer. God help us to REJOICE in our salvation. "He that glorieth, let him glory in the LORD." Literally, "He that BOASTS let him boast in the Lord.” I cannot boast about SALVATION. There is nothing about it in which I can boast and neither can you. It is all the GIFT OF GOD.

First Corinthians 4:7, "For who maketh thee to differ from another? What hast thou that thou didst not RECEIVE (in the spiritual life)? If thou didst RECEIVE it, why dost thou BOAST, as if thou hadst not received

it?" In other words, a gift is a gift, and you don't boast about it.

In Ephesians 2:9, we read that a man who WORKS for salvation might have something to boast about; but salvation is NOT BY WORKS, but BY FAITH, so no man can boast that he has "saved himself".

In James 4:16; anybody that boasts about TOMORROW outside of the will of God is sinful, because we ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we'll do thus and so." It is the LORD who gives you life. In other words, a believer is to live constantly in the light of the fact that he may be called TODAY into the Presence of God. He may die TODAY, or Jesus may come TODAY, and interrupt our plans for our ordinary life that we have laid out. So boasting about tomorrow is sinful unless we say, "If it be the Lord's will."

In Second Corinthians 9:2 Paul boasted to the Macedonian Christians about the Corinthians' zeal. He says, "Your zeal hath provoked many to greater service to God."

In Romans 2:23‑34 read of those who were "boasting in the Law.”

First Corinthians 3:31, "Let no man boast in men."

Second Corinthians 5:12, "Boasting in appearance." It is the condition of the HEART that counts.

Second Corinthians 10:15, Paul said, "Not boasting of other men's labors." We ought to be laboring for the Lord OURSELVES, and we'll receive a reward that will be our glory in heaven. We are not to boast of other men's labors.

Second Corinthians 12:5 and 9, Paul says, "Boasting in mine infirmities that the power of Christ may be in it." He didn't boast about his strong points but about his, weak points so that Jesus could take over and accomplish the work.

God warns us in Romans 2:17 about wrong boasting, people who "boast of God" but are living in sin at the same time.

Romans 5:11, right "boasting in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom we have received the atonement." That is the only thing that counts. That is an amazing statement there in Romans 5:11. "And not only so, but we also JOY IN GOD through our Lord Jesus Christ by Whom we have now received the atonement."

Philippians 3:3, "No boasting in the flesh." No external rites can save us.

Second Corinthians 10:8, Paul said he could "boast of the authority that Christ gave him" in the church. Boasting of the GIFT that Jesus gave him, but in nothing else. That wonderful, wonderful gift!

Well, friends, "EXULTING in the hope of the glory of God." That is the passage, here in Romans 5. I am wondering today if you and I glory, boast, in the victory He gives us? Wonderful VICTORY! DO we boast in tribulation also? Knowing that "tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, and experience hope. Hope maketh not ashamed because of the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit."

As I close this message today let me ask you, is the love of God poured out in your heart? Do you love God? Do you have a sense of His love to you? Are you so vitally in touch with God that you realize God's love for you? That is the important thing.
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