OUR ABILITIES ARE TO BE USED TO GLORIFY GOD

Jesse M. Hendley

First Peter 4:10

Friend, it is wonderful today to go into the study of the marvelous Grace of God as found in First Peter, and here's our song! Are you singing it? Do you have the words?

It is the same tune as "Joys are flowing like a river since the Comforter has come."

Grace is flowing like a river,

Millions there have been supplied; 

Still it flows as full as ever

From the Saviour's wounded side!

Aren't those wonderful words? Of God's marvelous GRACE! Sing those words over and over again! They will be a blessing to your heart. They will give you a happy start for the day and carry you through the day through every trial that comes your way. It would be a good way to close at night, before you retire, just to kneel down and thank God for His Grace.

Will you turn with me now to First Peter 4:10, and we are continuing this marvelous study of the Grace of God? We found, from First Peter and the word Grace and the sprinkled blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, that means NOT ONLY DELIVERANCE from our sins and their consequences and forgiveness full and free, BUT ALSO God's marvelous POWER TO KEEP US every step of the way right on through into Glory!

Then we found that there is going to be Grace revealed to us WHEN JESUS COMES, the marvelous grace of A NEW BODY AND A PERFECT NATURE THAT WILL SIN NO MORE! It will be a gift of God, coming to us when Jesus comes.

Then we found Grace entering into the home as touching husbands and wives and bringing to us THE VERY LIFE OF GOD. Grace, which is a synonym for salvation, brings the Very Life of God Himself. A real Christian is a person in whom GOD lives and moves, one who is carrying on God's plan and purpose, using his mind and tongue and eyes and hands and feet and the entire being. Our bodies are the temple of God Himself. He dwells in us.

Now we come to chapter 4, verse, 10, studying the word Grace as found in Peter's Epistle. "As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same, one to another, as good stewards of the manifold Grace of God. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracle of God. If any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth, that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ to Whom be praise and dominion forever and ever. Amen."

Now notice there, "As every man bath received the gift. He is not talking about the gift of salvation; salvation IS a gift. "The gift of God," we read in the Bible, "is Eternal Life". It is a GIFT of God, not of works, lest any man should boast. Salvation, the BEGINNING of this thing we are talking about, is a GIFT. This ENTIRE AND COMPLETE salvation, of God forgiving our sins and taking care of us in life and bringing us into heaven--- all of that is a pure GIFT! We just RECEIVE it. We don't pay for it. We don't earn it. We are not worthy of it. We just take it. We just enjoy it by simple faith, trusting God's Word about it. That's the way we are saved.

But, not only is SALVATION a gift, but when you are saved, GOD COMES INTO YOUR LIFE TO LIVE THROUGH YOU! Now God gives us "THE gift.” We read all through the New Testament of "gifts" God gives to be used, and then there is "THE" gift to be used. There is a peculiar "gift" that God gives to EACH ONE OF US to be used for HIS GLORY. "As every man bath received the gift, even so minister the same, one to another."

Now God gives THE gift, some particular gift, to each individual, and it is to be used for His glory, and is to be used to minister to one another. To MINISTER to one another. To HELP one another, on the pathway of life. He is thinking about the Christian life. Here is a Christian who has a gift, using it to HELP ANOTHER Christian, who needs to be helped. So whatever your gift is that God has given you, use it for the glory of God and to help somebody else.

Let me give you an illustration. One of the saddest things I know is that many people with beautiful singing voices in the entertainment world got

their start in the church. They have beautiful voices, God‑given voices. They started in church choirs. Then as they came on up, they began gradually to move into the sphere of the world and in many cases GOD, WHO GAVE THEM THE VOICE, IS FORGOTTEN!

Beloved friends, if you have a voice, use it for the Glory of God! That is what we read here. "That God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ." Gifts that God gives are to be used not to simply make money, not to receive the praise of men, not to inflate our ego, not to build us up. But, according to the teaching of this passage, the gifts are to be used for THE GLORY OF GOD.

I sat down, sometime ago, and watched the giving (over television) of the "Oscars" of the moving picture industry. There they were. They were assembled in California in the great Pantages Theatre, a great host of the entertainment world's celebrities. Also there was a network group in New York City. They could go back and forth by camera. And there was a lavish stage, and there were the Oscars and these Oscars (awards, honors) were given for outstanding songs, outstanding pictures, outstanding supporting actors and actresses, the outstanding actor and actress of the year, and technicians, musical score, and everything down the line. They came to the outstanding actor and actress and they could hardly speak, as they didn't know they were going to receive that award, and it was given to them, and they just stood thrilled and dumbfounded as they received their awards.

Now, beloved let's move that into the CHRISTIAN field. Those of us who are children of God, born of His Spirit, and who know something of the Bible and have studied it over the years, would rise from that scene remembering the words of the Apostle Paul (they were of the world, living just for the world and for self), that they do it to obtain "a corruptible crown, a PERISHABLE crown." But we, who live for God utterly, do it to obtain "an IMPERISHABLE crown."

We are thinking about the Christian and the non‑Christian. The non‑Christian‑the person who isn't a genuine child of God, who uses his gift only for self and elevation and praise of men, is gaining a crown, but it is PERISHABLE! But the person who lives for God, who takes the gift God gives him and uses it for the glory of GOD, to help fellow Christians and to win the lost for Christ, will receive AN IMPERISHABLE CROWN.

I couldn't help thinking (as I got up from looking at those people who were SO THRILLED over receiving their little Oscars, so big to them, but so little in the Light of Eternity) how they had "entertained the crowd."--‑And I am not belittling CLEAN entertainment when I say that. But I couldn't help thinking that ONLY WHAT IS DONE FOR CHRIST and GOD'S GLORY WILL LAST, according to this passage in First Peter. Yes, we are to USE the gift so that IN ALL THINGS GOD may be glorified! That GOD may receive the glory!

I thought of the time over on the Other Side when God's faithful servants will receive THEIR "Oscars.” Think about what it will be like to see the Apostle Paul, when he arises to receive his award!

And then, you remember that in the close of the Book of Daniel, God says, "Daniel, go thy way, for thou shalt stand in thy lot at the end of day." You are going to receive your Oscar, Daniel, at the end of days, a God‑given Oscar, that will never perish, that will never fade!

There in that same chapter we read, "They that be wise SHALL SHINE as the brightness of the firmament, and they that TURN MANY TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, whose lives are devoted to turning people TO GOD “SHALL SHINE as the stars forever and ever." So God's "stars" are those who help others to know God and walk with Him! It is very definite, isn't it?

So, as every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same, one to another, "AS GOOD STEWARDS of the manifold Grace of God." A steward is a person who is entrusted with someone else's goods. And these gifts that God has given us are FROM GOD.

The other day I picked up a Saturday Evening Post and an outstanding Metropolitan singer, Jan Peerce, was writing to would‑be singers, and among the things he said that struck my eye was that all the hard work in the world will never bring you anywhere if first of all GOD hasn't given you the gift of singing. If He hasn't GIVEN you the voice and the talent, hard work alone cannot do it. He is right, of course.

But I went on to think: if GOD is the One who has GIVEN that talent, it should be USED FOR GOD, to the

GLORY of God. That is the teaching of the Bible. If the Bible isn't so, then people who use their talents for worldly gain and pride are all right. But if the Bible IS the Word of God, then, beloved, only the gifts USED FOR GOD are going to shine forever and ever. That is the Word of God.

So as every born‑again believer has received the gift, even so, minister the same one to another, HELPING ONE ANOTHER WITH THAT GIFT (which is the purpose of its being given) as good stewards of the manifold Grace of God.

Now that gift is THE GRACE OF GOD. God has given you that gift. You didn't earn it, you didn't deserve it.

A certain young singer was almost unknown several years ago. Doug Fisher, who plays the organ in our city‑wide campaigns, heard this young man when he was in the army. Doug recognized that the young man, then unknown, had a marvelous voice. Doug said to himself, "That boy is going to hit the TOP in worldly singing." And, that young man IS at the top today! I look at that boy today, and he has WORKED his entire career, but all the WORK in the world wouldn't have made him the singer he is today without that God-given GIFT.

There are OTHER gifts that God gives. Look for the gift God has given YOU. I don't care who you are or how you may envy the gifts of other, GOD HAS GIVEN YOU SOME GIFT. "Every man hath received the gift." You minister that gift to someone else! They need that themselves. They need your gift! God has given me the gift of preaching. I LIKE to sing, and I like music, but I don't want to be a singer. God hasn't given me that gift. My duty in life is to use the gift God has given TO ME, helping others to Christ through THE PREACHING OF HIS GOSPEL.

So whatever gift God has given you, you use it as a good steward of the manifold grace of God, recognizing that it is by God's GRACE that you have it. You didn't earn it, you didn't buy it, you didn't deserve it, and it is purely a gift to you from God. Your life is a gift. Your talent is a gift.

"If any man SPEAK, let him speak as the oracle of God. If any man MINISTER let him do it as of THE ABILITY WHICH GOD GIVETH." USE YOUR GOD‑GIVEN ABILITIES FOR THE GLORY OF GOD, "THAT GOD IN ALL THINGS MAY BE GLORIFIED." That is the meaning of the passage.

So God's GRACE is given to you not only to save you but to HELP OTHERS, with the blessings He has given to you. God help you to do it! Use your gifts to help others to KNOW GOD, that God may be glorified.
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