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Hebrews 11:6, Matthew 8:26, Matthew 9:2

You remember the great passage in Hebrews 11:6, “Without faith it is im​possible to please God.” To please God, we must have faith.

In our preceding study on Faith, we read from Matthew 8:26 and learned that we are to HAVE FAITH in spite of the tempests of life, yea, because of the tempests of life! We learned that with Jesus in the boat, we cannot go down beneath the waves. Jesus wants us not to fear, whatever tempests may come into our lives. For He said, “Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?”

We found also, in Matthew 9:2, that in answer to our prayers of faith, the Lord forgives and saves our loved ones. “Jesus, seeing THEIR faith, said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.”

Sickness

Now we want to discuss the problem of sickness. There are so many sick​nesses. How we need to have more faith in the Lord Jesus in regard to sickness, and how we need to pray one for an​other.

In a revival meeting one Sunday afternoon, with a great crowd of people in attendance, a young lady came up to me after the service. She had brought her mother, an elderly lady, who had arthritis. That mother lifted her twisted, gnarled hands, and with tears in her eyes, said, “Preacher, I need prayer for my sickness. Do you pray for those who are sick? Do you believe that God heals?” I told her what the Word of God had to say about it. I do believe that the Lord heals. I do believe that we should pray for the healing of our bodies. I believe that we ought to con​tinue to pray, faithfully, for our bodies. I believe that there is nothing that touches us but that God is interested in it. God is certainly interested in the sick and He does answer believing prayer for the sick. Now I am not saying that God always heals. If He did, no one would ever die from sickness. You re​member that Paul had a thorn in the flesh. God gave it to him and did not remove it. It was meant to be a blessing to Him and it turned out to be a bless​ing. So often, the sorrows of life turn into blessings. They draw the person, and often the loved ones, nearer unto God. The soul is not the same, after sickness.

So I had prayer with that dear old lady, right then and there. Friends, if you have sickness, keep praying. The Lord is interested and we should pray for sick friends and loved ones.

By the way, someone asked me the other day about II Timothy 4:20, where Timothy was advised to use wine as a medicine for his stomach. My answer was that in those days they might not have known of any other remedy for such an ailment. I told how my own mother had heart trouble at one time and the doctor prescribed liquor, in small doses, for her heart. But there are better remedies than liquor now and there is absolutely no excuse whatever for taking wine or liquor, even as a medicine. There is always the danger of creating an appetite for it that will catch fire and lead to drunkenness.

Now in Matthew 9:22 we have the account of the Lord Jesus and a woman who had been diseased for twelve years. Somehow she had made her way to Him through the crowd and touched the hem of His garment. For she had said within herself (and this is her faith), “If I may but touch His garment, I shall be whole.” She had faith in the power of Christ to heal her. “But Jesus turned Him about, and when He saw her, He said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole.” And she was made whole from that hour.

Friends, we ought to take our loved ones to the Lord in prayer, and we ought not to give up. Remember, when God permits us to be sick, and to linger in a long illness, and all the while we are praying and are in right relation​ship with Him, GOD IS DOING SOME​THING. Let us not think that He is trying to punish us. Let us not think that God is against us. He is with us. He is for us. He loves us. But there is something He is working out through illness that He could not ac​complish any other way. Let us keep praying and trusting Him. We have seen many miracles of God's grace in the healing of bodies, and if you are sick, don't give up, but keep trusting Him!

In a certain city where I was preach​ing not long ago, I saw a sick woman for whom the doctors cannot find any remedy. When I went into the room, I could see that she was a radiant Christian. She was radiantly happy! She said, “I don't understand it. It is a great mystery to me.” She couldn't under​stand why she should have to have that illness, but oh, she has victory, through the Lord Jesus Christ.

Circumstances

In Matthew 14:31 we have another record of faith. “And immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and caught him (that is, Peter), and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” Here faith is conquering natural circumstances.

Before this, you remember, Jesus had gone up into a mountain to pray. He had been preaching to the people down there by the Sea of Galilee and as the sun was setting, He withdrew from the crowd and went alone up into the mountain. And when the evening was come, He was there alone. I love to think of the Lord Jesus, slipping away from the crowd and going up into the mountain alone, to be with God! He was there alone, so far as human company was concerned. But, He was not alone! GOD, the Father, was there!

I like that. I can bear witness to the fact that God never leaves us alone. When I first started out in evangelistic campaigns, I thought I just couldn't stand it, going from place to place, to be away from my loved ones all that time, just praying and preaching and praying and preaching, and praying and preaching. I thought then that the lone​liness would be intolerable. But, you know, I found that God is always with me! I found I was never alone! Isn't it wonderful, isn't it glorious to have GOD for company? And now, whether I am alone in my hotel room, or whether I am alone in a plane flying across the country, or whether I am any place else, I am not really alone. It's wonder​ful to have the Lord!

But the disciples were in a ship out on the middle of the sea. Verse 24. “Tossed with the waves, for the wind was contrary. And in the fourth watch of the night, Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.” The fourth watch was three o'clock in the morning. Jesus had been on His knees up there in the mountain from sunset till three in the morning. Friends, if our Lord Jesus prayed like that, how much more do we need to pray like that and wait upon God! Say, do you spend fifteen minutes a day in prayer? Maybe thirty? Maybe an hour? Do you take time for a season of unhurried prayer, to WAIT BEFORE GOD? Oh, we would get more answers to prayer if we would do as Jesus did.

“And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, it is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.” “Be of good cheer!” Isn't that great? Through all the trials of life, Jesus comes to you and says, “Be of good cheer. It is I. Be not afraid!” It is wonderful to have His Presence. We need to keep this truth in mind and study these passages when our way gets dark and stormy and when we think we will go down beneath the waves of adversity and testing.

“And Peter answered Him and said, Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come unto Thee on the water. And He said, come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when Peter saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid.” Everything was all right so long as he kept his eyes on Jesus! But he took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the natural circumstances. That is when his faith failed! If we keep a constant right relationship with the Supernatural, with Christ, we need NEVER fear the natural! I don't have to worry about anything in life if I keep my eyes fixed, in faith, upon Jesus.

“He was afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord save me!”  That was a short prayer with a quick answer! Before Peter's head could go under water, “Immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” Isn't this a great picture? Jesus and Peter out on the stormy deep, and as Peter begins to sink, the Lord reaches out and saves him. Then he asks Peter, “Why didst thou doubt?” Why did you feel fearful, Peter, knowing that I was right here with you? Why did you take your eyes off Me? Why did you regard natural circumstances more than you did Me?" 

Beloved, Christians are not to let natural circumstances take their eyes off Jesus Christ! Christians are to live by faith, looking constantly to Him! The Apostle Paul lived by such a faith. “The life which I now live I live BY FAITH IN the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me.” Say, We OUGHT to have faith in Him, for He proved His love for us on the Cross, dying, shedding His own life's blood that we might be saved and live with Him for all eternity! Since Christ so loved us, we should never take our eyes off Him, but trust everything into His hands.

“And when they were come into the ship, the winds ceased.” That is a great passage, and how I thank God for it. We are to see here that it doesn't make any difference what the winds may be, what our circumstances may be. We ought never to doubt that Christ is with us and that He will keep us safe. I thank God for that wonderful truth.

Now there are two people in the Bible that I envy! They are the two people to whom Christ said, “Great is thy faith.” In all the Sacred Scripture, we find no other record of Jesus saying, “Great is thy faith.” One of these was a woman. The other was a man, and neither one was Jewish. Of all people on earth who should have had great faith, it was the Jews, His own people, but these were gentiles.

The first record is found in Matthew 15:28. “O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt.” In verse 22 we learn that she was a woman of Canaan and she cried unto Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.” Notice, she called Him, “Son of David.” But she wasn't of the Jewish people. She, a gentile, had no claims on Him as Messiah, Son of David. She wasn't of the race of David. “But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and besought Him saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Then came she and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, help me.” Jesus couldn't turn that down. He can't turn down a plea like that! Isn't it just like Him? “Lord, help me!” He couldn't answer her as the Son of David, for she wasn't of that Chosen Race. But when she called Him “Lord.” (Or Master), He had to answer her. He can be the LORD of every one! He can be the LORD of us all, regardless of race. “But He answered and said, it is not meet to take the children's bread and cast it to dogs.” Jesus was testing her faith. The Jews, you know, were the chosen people of God, and the gentiles in those days were considered just dogs, outside the pale of God's special blessing and promises. The Jews had the bread of God. So Jesus is saying to her, “It isn't right to take the children's bread, and cast it to dogs.” Listen to this humble, sweet answer: “Truth Lord. Yet the dogs eat of the crumbs that fall from their master's table.” 

There is an example of the spiritual hunger of the gentiles in those days. The Jews had the true God and the true Scriptures, and the gentiles would come up to feed on just the crumbs that fell from the Sacred Scriptures. “Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.” Jesus Christ says to us today that if we just have faith we can have anything we desire. “According to your faith, so be it unto you.” You can have just as many blessings as you have faith. The lack of faith is the thing that keeps us from anything we desire. Beloved, God has blessings for you that you have never dreamed about. He is saying today, “If you will humble yourself, and love Me, and trust Me, and have faith in Me, I will give you anything you ask.”

The most important thing I want to say to you is that if you are not a Christian, if you have not personally put your faith in Christ to save you from the penalty of sin, trust Him today. Jesus came into the world to SAVE sinners! He came to seek and to SAVE the lost. He said, “Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.” “Whosoever believeth IN HIM shall not perish but have everlasting life.” “There is none other Name under heaven among men whereby we must be saved.” You see, without Jesus, we'd never make it! Without Jesus, there is no possible way to Heaven! Without Jesus, we'd have to die in our sins. But, I thank God today that He made a way for me. You thank God that He made a way for you! Have you accepted this wonderful gift of salvation? Or are you still ignoring God and His Christ? If you keep putting off the matter of your own personal salvation, you'll wind up in Hell! Don't put it off any longer. How do you know but that tomorrow may be eternally T00 LATE?

Today is the day of salvation! As you think of all the sins of the past, by faith lay them over on the Son of God on Calvary, on the Lamb of God that TAKETH AWAY the sin of the world. God is offering salvation to everyone who wants salvation! Accept His Son, the Lord Jesus Chirst, as your own personal Saviour and BE READY when your time comes to go out into Eternity.

Will you do it?
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