NO CONDEMNATION TO THOSE IN CHRIST
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Romans 8:1

No Condemnation

In Romans 8:1 today we are taking up God's Plan‑THE PLAN‑of Salvation! We found out it is for everybody. We found out it is neither by feelings nor by some tremendous experience. It is by faith. Romans 5:1 told us that by simple faith we are justified, looking only to Jesus, depending wholly on Jesus, we have peace with God. We found out that on Calvary's Cross (and we drew a cross and a circle around that cross) that in those six hours on Calvary our Lord Jesus Christ settled the sin‑question and took the sins of our lives and paid for them. Now the sin‑question cannot be justly brought up against any of us who have put our faith in Him. In fact, it will NEVER be brought up against us. We have God's Word for it. "Being justified BY FAITH we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ."

Let us take up another tremendous thought, Romans 8:1. "There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." Sometimes you hear preachers preach about the judgment Day and Christians become terrified. Why? Because they have never seen clearly that no sin can be brought up for them. There isn't any "judgment" day for the Christian, for the child of God. It is entirely erroneous to talk about a child of God standing before the Great White Throne Judgment of God, as we read in Revelation. The person who puts his faith in Jesus will never be judged, for his judgment is past--‑his judgment was laid upon Jesus at Calvary. His judgment is PAST. John 5:24, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My Word and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall NOT come into JUDGMENT." (Translated "condemnation" here, but the Revised Version is accurate; the word is JUDGMENT.) I want you to underscore that expression, SHALL NOT COME INTO JUDGMENT. The child of God SHALL NEVER COME INTO JUDGMENT. Why? Because, his judgment struck at the Cross. And you can't judge a crime twice. Isn't that wonderful? You need those two passages. So when you hear a preacher preach on the judgment, don't apply it to yourself if you are a Christian, if you have faith in Jesus, if you have put your trust in Him. You will NOT come into judgment. You have "passed out of death into life." John 5:24. And God means what He says.

There is therefore now "no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." Romans 8:1. No one can condemn us when we are in Christ. Now who is in Christ? Whoever puts his faith in Christ. The minute you put your trust in Jesus, God puts you IN Christ Jesus. Notice that expression. It is exactly accurate. I am drawing here a circle (and I want you to draw it on your page). Really, it is a sphere; it isn't a circle, but we can only show it as a circle. But think about a rubber ball, with nothing but air on the inside of it. You can't see the inside. It is spherical. It is round, from every way you look at it. Now right in the center of that circle, have a little dotted circle. "Dotted" because, you know, in drawing, when you cannot see something that is hidden, you make a dotted line. Now that dotted circle represents YOU. The outside circle (the sphere) represents CHRIST. 

When God looks at YOU, He cannot see you, for you are COVERED COMPLETELY by CHRIST. You are IN Christ Jesus, and Christ Jesus is outside of you. He is the sphere around you He surrounds you. So when God looks at you, He doesn't see you; He sees Jesus. Isn't that a wonderful thing? You remember when you were a child, you'd play in the yard and you'd pick up a fragment of a bottle, green or red of brown, and you'd look at everything through that little piece of glass. If it was blue, everything looked blue as you looked through it. And so on. And so it is, friends, with God, as He looks at you through the Lord Jesus Christ. You look like Jesus to God!

You say, "Brother Hendley, I'm not like Jesus." I know that, but I am not talking about your EXPERIENCE. I am talking about what YOU ARE, by God's glorious Plan! It's the most wonderful thing I know, that God sees us IN Jesus. He doesn't see us stumbling around; He sees the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no condemnation BECAUSE WE ARE IN CHRIST JESUS. Can God condemn Christ? No. Well, then, God cannot condemn you, for you are hid in Christ. You are IN HIM. Christ is perfect in the eyes of God, so you are perfect in the eyes of God. Romans 10:14. "By ONE OFFERING, He hath PERFECTED FOREVER them that are sanctified." He so completely settled the sin‑question in the eyes of God and washed out everything that could hinder, that now IN CHRIST you are perfect.  Not in our experience; but in God's reckoning, in God's sight, your standing before Him. As far as salvation is con​cerned, we are as perfect as the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

In fact, in Second Corinthians 5 God's Word says He made HIM to be sin, Who knew no sin, that WE might be made the RIGHTEOUS​NESS of God! Not the righteousness of the best man alive. That man doesn't have any! God says that the best men alive can't go to heaven, because MAN'S BEST is FILTHY RAGS in God's sight!  That passage ought to kill every idea that God will take every one to heaven who is good enough. The Hebrew mean​ing of "filthy rags" is absolutely horrible.  It is nauseating, filthy, and unthinkable.  And the BEST MAN on earth is only as filthy rags in God's sight, compared with God's pure, holy righteousness. God can't take anybody to Heaven judging by their experience. But our STANDING is per​fect, secure, assured, in the Lord Jesus Christ. Our sins can never be required of us, for God put them all on Jesus, in those six hours that He hung on Cal​vary. The bill was paid in full! Praise God, there is NO CONDEMNATION, judgment day, for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

We are IN HIM if we have faith; and faith is just coming to Him. Anyone can do it. Anyone may come. Any​ one may say, "Lord Jesus, I can't make it without You. I can't come in my own strength. Lord, You are the Saviour.  I'll go to Hell, without You. I believe Your Word that You went to the Cross FOR ME, and that You took all my punishment THERE, and I have confi​dence in you that You will take care of me, so I am turning myself over to You, into Your care and keeping." Friend, when you do that, and if that is your at​titude, you will NOT COME INTO CONDEMNATION. The CONDEMNA​TION STRUCK THE SAVIOUR! Isn't that wonderful? Isn't that wonderful?  

That's why John 3:16 ought to give everybody peace. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not PERISH.” You know, if I didn't have anything else to give me per​fect peace, it would be that ONE VERSE. Whosoever believeth in Him!  Whosoever dependeth upon Him! Who​soever hands himself over to Jesus! Who​soever says, "Lord, I am just a sinner, worthy of judgment and death, but You died for me, and You have invited me to come. I am, now, turning myself over to You." When you do that, you SHALL NEVER PERISH! You can say that to anybody. 

You know, some people read portions of the Bible not written to them, about the terrible judgment of the Lord, The other day a man said to me that he had no peace. I said, "Well, pray and read your Bible." He said, "That's the trouble! Poor, foolish man. He was reading things not even written to Him. Let me get that over to you. In the Bible we read of those who REJECT JESUS. God puts warnings in His word that they may be awakened and alarmed and come to Jesus! Anyone can be saved from Hell! But, those warnings are not for you if you are a BELIEVER IN JESUS. There are those two great divisions in the Bible. There are passages for believers and for unbelievers. Now don't you apply to yourself if you are a BELIEVER, what was written to an UNBELIEVER! God means for YOU to take His Promises, if you are a believer; you are to take the things written to believers. Now it is a glorious thing: WHOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM SHALL NOT PERISH. Now that settles it. 

When I preach on Death and Hell and Judgment, trying to alarm and awaken UNBELIEVERS to their need of Jesus, don't you take those terrible warnings of the Word of God to YOURSELF. You just say, "He's not preaching to me. I'll just pray for these poor lost souls for whom the warnings were written. I am a believer. He says I have everlasting life." Then if a preacher says, "Do you know without a shadow of doubt you are saved?" Raise your hand as high as you can toward heaven, for as a BELIEVER, you shall not perish. You have everlasting life. If God Himself is preaching, you can say, "I KNOW I am going to Heaven, because I BELIEVE IN THE LORD J E S U S CHRIST, HIS WORD SAYS SO." That is the sweetest thing I know.

Friends, I can't make it any plainer. God Himself doesn't make it any plainer. That's just the Plan of Salvation. WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH SHALL BE SAVED. Believes what? Believes that ON THAT CROSS, IN THOSE SIX HOURS; JESUS TOOK ALL YOUR SINS, from the time you were born till you step across the threshold of the gate of the City of God. If you believe that, and just turn yourself over to Him you'll never perish. You HAVE ALREADY and FOR ETERNITY---EVERLASTING LIFE.

Anybody can be saved. It doesn't make any difference about our feelings. It doesn't make any difference about our experience. It doesn't make any difference about visions. Trust God's PROMISE. Rest in God's PROMISE. You are now IN CHRIST, and God can't see you; He sees JESUS. THERE IS NO CONDEMNATION.

There is no condemnation; I know I am free, for my sins are all taken away. They are nailed to the Cross, Nailed to the Cross!

You can never bring up something in the future that was NAILED TO THAT CROSS. ALL your sins were DEALT WITH on Calvary's Cross.

If you have any questions, please write me. I would like to know your thoughts about this. I will tell you what God's Word says, as sweetly as I know how. Someone may say, ‘Brother Hendley, what about the sins of the BELIEVER?’ Well, I have shown you already that all believers have sins. You can't get around that fact. Some people won't believe that, but it is God's Word. The Apostle Paul, even, said he was a sinner. "I am the chief of sinners," Paul said. With the exception of Jesus, every man and woman in the Bible was a sinner. John Wesley was a sinner. When John Wesley died, he said, "I the chief of sinners am, but Jesus died for me!" Wesley lived a marvelous life, but he died saying Jesus died for him. 

So what about the sin‑question of the believer? When a Christian, one who trusts Jesus and has faith in Him to save him, sins, it breaks his heart, because he loves his Lord, and he hates sin. So when he sins and stumbles and falls, with a broken heart he gets on his knees and confesses his sin, and he turns to First John 1:9 and says, "Father, Jesus has already died for that sin. You say right here in Your Word, that when I confess, I am forgiven. Thank You, Father, for forgiving me, cleansing me as though I had not done it. I am getting up and going right on, serving You. Help me not to sin against You! Help me to live a life PLEASING TO THEE! Keep me from sinning, that I might please You and be happy and useful in Your service." And you get up, forgiven through Christ, and you go your way restored to fellowship with the Lord. Isn't it wonderful? No condemnation IN CHRIST JESUS!

Now today, if you have never put your faith in Him, remember, we are not saved by feelings. We are saved by faith. Say, "Lord, I see it plainly, that You settled it all on the Cross, and I do believe in You, and right this moment, I am turning myself over to You for time and eternity, to take care of me in life, and in death. I trust Jesus' Blood to cleanse from sin." Will you do it? He'll save you.
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