Sermon By Dr. Jesse M. Hendley

October 11, 1907---November 30, 1994

NEWNESS OF LIFE IN CHRIST

Sermon by Dr. J. M. Hendley,

Pastor‑Evangelist  October 1946
Colonial Hills Baptist Church

East Point, Ga.

My subject is based on Second Corin​thians 5:17. "Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature." And with that passage, I want to read Revela​tion 21:1. "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth. "Then Revelation 21:5, "He that sitteth upon the throne saith, `Be​hold, I make all things new.’” Then the reassuring passage, "All these writings are faithful and true."

I call your attention to the word NEW. New creatures are necessary for the new heaven and the new earth. Old creatures would be out of place in the new heaven and the new earth. We must be new creatures if we expect to enter that new​ness that awaits us over there. Now the text, 2 Corinthians 5:17, is a very small sentence, but it means the difference be​tween heaven and hell for everyone of us. If you are not a new creature, it is impossible for you to go to heaven. Ab​solutely impossible. The only place for all sinners who have never been born again is the Lake of Fire. The text says, "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. Old things are passed away. Behold, all things are become new."

The Believer's Position

Let us consider together the believer's position in Christ, and the believer's character as a new creature. First the believer's position. He is in Christ. It is a wonderful thing to be able to say that. Before we were born again, we were without Christ. When we were born again, we came into Christ. When we go to Heaven, we shall be with Christ. WITHOUT Christ‑--IN Christ‑--WITH Christ. WITHOUT Christ was the state of nature into which we were born. IN Christ will be the state of glory when the believer gets over there to be WITH Him forevermore. Aren't you glad that the tragedy of the Garden of Eden shall never be repeated?

Our position: we are IN Christ. Have, you ever stopped to think that nobody ever speaks about anybody being in any​body else today? You never hear this phrase used outside the Holy Scriptures, and you don't ever hear it used of fallen man. We do read of people being IN ADAM. But Adam, beloved, was the Head of the race. We are now no long​er in Adam; we are in Christ. The pre​vailing phrase is "in Christ Jesus." If any man be in Christ, he is a new crea​ture.

Now what does it mean to be "in Christ?" If it is not used among men in everyday language, we should go to the source where we find the phrase used in order to find out what it means. First, we find that it is contrasted with being in Adam. One of my favorite passages in the Word of God, and one at which I never cease to marvel, is the fifth chap​ter of Romans, beginning at verse 12. We read that Adam is the Federal Head of the race, and that all of us fell in Adam; but just as we all fell in Adam we are raised back, even beyond what he was, IN CHRIST, our blessed Lord! When I was born into this world, I did not ask to be born. God did not ask us anything about being born. That fact has made many people turn completely away from God. They ask, "Why am I in this world of sin? Why are these evil pro​pensities in my heart? I didn't ask to be born. Why didn't God make me per​fect?" Beloved, the answer is that we do not have to stay in that state. We can come into Christ and get everything un​done that happened in Adam. If Adam hadn't fallen in the Garden of Eden, there wouldn't be any fear, any war. Just think of the terrible results of that Fall. Every tear that has ever been shed was shed because of sin in the garden. Every heartache, every pain, every tragedy, everything that wrings the heart and breaks the bodies and minds of hu​man beings, has come out of the sin in the Garden. We are now seen IN CHRIST as the Federal Head of the race. We are linked to HIM in vital union, and that means that our old rela​tionship to Adam has been completely severed the minute we come to Christ.

Being IN CHRIST has another mean​ing. We read in the book of Hebrews, chapter 7, that Levi was in the loins of Abraham when Melchisadek met him. Now Levi wasn't yet born. He was un​born. But God said that the seed was in Abraham when he met Melchisadek, and he based his argument upon it. Beloved, just as the son was in the loins of Abra​ham when he met Melchisadek, so have WE been in the loins of Christ from Eternity! What a glorious thought to our hearts ! Before we had any exist​ence, not even physical, much less spirit​ual, God reckoned that we have been in Christ from past Eternity.

To be in Christ is like Noah and his family being safe in the ark, riding out on the water of judgment. Within the encompassing ark, they were safe. So we, being in Christ, shall be safe when we ride out on the terrible waters of judgment. Just because we are IN HIM.

There is another Old Testament picture of what it means to be in Christ. God prepared certain "cities of refuge," stra​tegically located, in Palestine. When a man had murdered another, and the man of vengeance was on his trail, the murder​er would flee to the city of refuge near​est him, and when he had crossed the threshold, the doors would slam shut, and the elders of the town would say to the pursuer, "Halt! You cannot touch this man. He is within the borders of the city of  refuge." When we read in He​brews that we have fled to Jesus for RE​FUGE, this is the picture behind it. We have crossed the threshold, and we are now SAFE in Christ from the vengeance of the Devil and the broken law. And beloved, we are IN CHRIST, the moment  we claim Him to BE our own personal Saviour!

We read also about the analogy of the Vine and the branches. Every time I see a grape arbor, I am reminded of the fact that I am vitally joined to Christ. Those grapes came from the branch, and the branch was getting its life from the vine. The vine was pouring its life into the branch and into the grapes, producing real, and vital fruit. This union is not imaginary, but joined to Christ the Vine, we shall bear luscious fruit.

We read in another place the analogy of the Stone in the building. We are joined in the building, vitally, just as the stone‑blocks all fit together in the great towering edifices in this modern day.

And so, beloved, these are just a few ideas suggesting what it means to be IN CHRIST. There are many others, but we cannot deal with them just now.

The second part of our message concerns the believer's character. "If any man BE in Christ." That is the test. If a person says, "I am saved. I am in Christ. I am joined vitally to Him. I belong to Him," then that person is a new creature. What does it mean to be a new creature? It means that there has been a great change. It means that there has been a radical change in the disposition and affection and whole life of the individual. There are some spurious conversions, of course. There always have been those who have not meant business with God. I am thinking about Saul. We read of Saul that the Spirit of God came upon him and God gave him another heart, and. that he was changed into another man. That sounds like real conversion, doesn't it? A little later you will read that the Spirit of God departed from Saul. He continued in a state of disobedience until God destroyed him and refused to hear his prayer. When Saul got into trouble and face to face with death, he tried to pray and the heavens were brass over his head. There is the tragedy of a man who has gone down! Why did he do it? His conversion was spurious. It wasn't real, it wasn't genuine. He wasn't a NEW creature. There had been a change, but it wasn't THE change. Sometimes we find people "getting religion." But, oh, beloved, there is a difference between the real children of God who have a passion for God that comes from a new‑born heart, and those who have merely an outward change, simply of activity.

There was Ahab. Ahab murdered Naboth, and afterward he seemed to turn to God, but he didn't mean it. And Ahab perished, doubtless, in his sins. There was an outward profession and an outward repentance, but it wasn't genuine. He was not a NEW CREATION. He bad been born, not re‑born.

What do we mean by a NEW creature? We mean a radical change, a change that is likened unto the healing of the body from some dreadful disease and sickness.

For instance, Naaman, the Syrian. Naaman had leprosy. But there came a radical change, and his flesh was as clean as could be. Becoming a new creature is similar to such a "healing."

Think now of that poor woman whom Jesus met, afflicted and bowed over for eighteen years, unable to stand up straight. But all of a sudden she can stand up straight, and her face brightens and beams with gratefulness. I say to her, "Dear woman, why this change? What has happened?" " Oh," she says. "There has been a vast change!" and she goes on to tell us. This is used to bring life out of death. Only the Creator can do this!

You remember the story of Jairus' daughter. The Master speaks to that little body, now cold in death and the weeping parents stand round about her. He says, "Little Lamb, arise," and she does. Her little body comes back to life, with warmth. She rushes to her mother and kisses her, and they have a happy time in that room because Jesus brought LIFE out of DEATH. So it is, beloved, with the change that comes when we become Christians. We become new creatures.

I am thinking now of Lazarus, dead for four days, until his body stank from dissolution and decay. Is there anything more pitiable than to stand over a loved one whose body whose flesh has become subject, through sickness, to decay? Jesus dared to say to such a one, "Larazus, come forth!" And he comes forth! He is restored. He sits at the table again. Everyone knows that there had come life out of death. That is what takes place when we are bon again. If any man be IN CHRIST, he is a new creature.

The new creature has not only experienced a tremendous change in his whole being, but there has been a tremendous change in his LEGAL STANDING BEFORE GOD. When a man is out of Christ, and in Adam, he must be hailed into the courtroom where the judge must sentence him to Hell because of sin. But oh, beloved, we have gotten out of that and into Christ, and now we can walk into the same courtroom, and find, instead of a judge, a loving Father and there is no condemnation written on the books! Because of what Christ has done, we are absolved from all guilt and shame! We don't even have to be tried. Our judgment for sin was inflicted upon Christ as He died on Calvary. Thanks be to God for His wonderful grace.

I was talking to some friends recently about that expression in Romans, the third chapter: "That every mouth may be stopped and the whole world become guilty before God." Now the word for

"become guilty" is hupoticos. It is the Greek word meaning literally, "Liable to be brought into the courtroom for trail; liable for trial and punishment." But thank God, when the Lord Jesus Christ died and was punished in our place, and we are now in Him, we are no longer liable for punishment, or even for trial. We cannot even be hailed into the courtroom, bless the Lord! We are in Christ and we are legally absolved. We have been discharged, beloved, from the courtroom. We are free.

Being a new creature means also to be a "work of God." A God‑like work! If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation. That is the way the Revised Version gives it, I believe, and certainly there is some evidence that the word ought to be translated that way. If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation. Who has the power to create? Would you or I be capable of creating anything? We can take existing materials and make something out of them, but CREATE means to make something out of nothing, with nothing to start with. Creation is an act of God.

If any man is in Christ, he has been CREATED there! God has done something. There has been a work done that could not have been otherwise.

Recently I went through some of the mountains of North Carolina. I am sure that no MAN was responsible for sowing the seeds that brought forth such beautiful rhododendron and all the other beautiful flowers. I thought, as I surveyed it all, "God, Thy hand hath made it all!" One of the Psalms speaks of God being the One who has put all the grass on the mountains. The Creator, not man! And I tell you, beloved, when it comes to CONVERSION, if God doesn't do it, it isn't done. If God Almighty doesn't make a man new, it never will be done. Conversion is His work. Paul writes to the Ephesians and says, "Ye are His workmanship." A Christian is a result of God coming upon the darkness and chaos of the soul, and shining forth in that life. In the Beginning, God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. Look back to the time when you didn't know the Lord, and you will find chaos there. But now you are saved. WHY are you saved? Because in the midst of your darkness, without God and without hope, the Lord God came down upon your soul and brooded over your life and said, "Let there be light!" And it came shining through. It dispelled the darkness. God made you a new creature. Isn't it wonderful! Isn't is wonderful!

D. D. Kilgore, one of my pastor‑friends, who had a great influence over my life when I was a young Christian, told the story of when he was in Montana. He didn't know the Lord. He said, "I was riding the ranges in Montana, and one night I was under the stars. It was very cold. I reined up beside a fence and looked up at the stars. There wasn't any light round about me." (The brilliance of those western stars cannot be known unless you've been out there to see them). He said, "I heard the panting of my horse and the creaking of the saddle leather. Everything was still and quiet. I looked up into those great stars and they seemed to be very near. It seemed that my soul was lifted up and I said, There must be Somebody Who is the Author of all this. Why don't You reveal Yourself to me?" Kilgore didn't know any Christians at all, and there was the cry of his soul toward God. After that, he went back home. Two years later, God answered that prayer and made him a new creature in Christ. Old things passed away and all things became new. Beloved, if you boil salvation down to one thing, it is a passion for God! A passion for God! If you are born again, you will have to say that it is the most tremendous passion and influence in your life. There is a craving down in the depths of your being for that One who is in the skies and is your own Father, and it will never change. If you are in Christ, it's there. If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. His affections are changed and he belongs to the Lord.

I was reading the testimony of B. H. Carroll, one of the most godly men the Southern Baptist ever had. B. H. Carroll said he was an infidel from his birth. He didn't believe the Bible to be the Word of God, and didn't believe the miracles, didn't believe in the divinity of Christ, or in the deity of Christ. He didn't believe in the blood atonement. He said, "When I was an eighteen‑year old lad, I didn't believe in any of those things. There came a meeting to our church, a revival meeting. All through it there were two things that stood out: everybody was excited but I wasn't, and everybody was convicted of sin and I wasn't. I went on like that. The meeting progressed and finally the preacher said to me, `Do you believe in the Bible?' I stumbled around and said, ‘Yes.’ Then he asked, ‘Do you believe in Christ?’ and I fumbled around and said, ‘Yes.’ And the preacher said, ‘Here's a boy who believes the Bible and believes in Christ. He is saved. The Thing to do is bring him into the church and baptize him.” So they took B. H. Carroll into the church and baptized him. He said, "When I walked home that night from church and baptism, my eyes were completely opened. I realized that I wasn't what people called SAVED. There hadn't been any change in my disposition and affections. I had not felt lost, so I didn't feel saved. I still didn't believe that the Bible was the Word of God and I didn't believe in the deity and atonement of Christ. I was playing a game, and from that I plunged into gross infidelity and absolved my connections with the church. I declared myself to be an infidel and began reading Tom Paine, and Voltaire and Bolingbroke and Rousseau. I was trying to find hope and light, but I didn't find any answer to the craving of my soul. 

About that time, I joined McCollough’s Rangers and fell into a terrible sin that brought me down to being a stricken soul. I looked at my infidel books and tried to get an answer for my sin. I tried to read the philosophers. I went into Greek and Roman philosophy." (Carroll had a tremendous mind). None of the philosophers had anything for his soul, and it plunged me into the depth of despair. The writings of all the philosophers were like the old days of Texas drought. He described that drought by saying, "When the heavens are brass and the earth is iron, when dust clogs the roads and makes travelers weary, when the lowing herds are by the water courses moaning for water, when the leaves and the flowers are shriveled and dried, and yonder appears a little cloud, and it gets blacker and nearer, the lowing herds begin to lift their heads feeling water is coming, and the flowers begin to lift their heads crying for rain, then that cloud floats scornfully away! There is not a drop. The sun darts its fiery rays downward to burn up life." Carroll continued, "That's what the philosophers were to my stricken soul. 

I hadn't any peace. I tried to die but I couldn't die, and finally I wound up a sick man. At 22 years of age I began to read the Book of Job and Ecclesiastes, and I realized it was not a story, it was history. Some soul had traversed these paths. I came to that word of Job where he cried, "Oh, that I might know where I might find Him that I might come to His feet. I go forward and he is not there and I go backward and I perceive Him not. He knows the ways that I take but He hideth Himself." That was the cry of my soul. One night my mother asked me to go to a camp meeting. I had sworn never to go into a church again, but I went. It was a Methodist meeting and I was standing in the back, on my crutches. I was sick in body, sick in soul, wanting to die rather than live. The preacher got up and preached and didn't say a thing, but when he finished he left the pulpit and walked down in front. He looked out over the audience and just began to talk. He was talking right to me. He said, 'What have you found apart from Christ, that satisfies?' In my soul I said, 'Nothing, Absolutely nothing.' He said, "Is anything else worth trying?” And I said, `Nothing, Absolutely nothing.' Then the preacher said, `The Lord says to try Him.' That sounded good to me. I walked down the aisle and thought I would accept the 

challenge and try Christ. It made such a tremendous effect on the audience that they perked up and began to shout. They thought an infidel was converted. But I wasn't converted. My heart was cold as ice. I quickly saw the way things were going and I said to the audience, that I hadn't made a change, but that I would definitely give Christ a trial. Well, that threw cold water on the meeting, of course. It closed that night, and after the benediction was said and just before the lights were turned out, a group of godly women met down around the organ and began to sing: 

"Oh, Land of Rest, for thee I sigh, 

When will the moment come 

When I shall lay my armor by 

And well in peace at Home?"

To me it sounded like angels singing. Suddenly there flashed into my mind the words of Christ, “Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy‑laden, and I will give you rest.” I seemed to see my Saviour standing,  pleading with me to be saved. I cast myself at His feet and gave  myself to Him unreservedly. I didn't tell anybody about it for fear that it would  go away. All night long I wondered if it would be gone, but when I got up it was as bright as the sun and as sweet as the birds. The glory of the Lord was in my heart. I went to my godly mother.  I didn't want to tell her at first. But as I was going across the living room floor, the little crippled orphan boy that Mother  was keeping cried out, 'Mama! He is crying and whistling too!' I didn't even, know it. Crying and whistling too! I knew than that she was coming and I fled to my room, fell face downward on the bed and began to sob. I heard her come into the room. She gently turned me over, took one good long look at my face and said, “My boy! The Lord has saved you.” The joy was indescribable, and the look on her face was as Stephen's must have been when he saw the Lord. That night she didn't sleep and I didn't either. She lay in bed and I sat beside her bed reading Pilgrim's Progress. When I read of Pilgrim getting out of sight of Doubting Castle and coming in sight of the Celestial City, and in sound of the heavenly music, glory filled my soul! It was rapture and ecstasy that I never knew before. I knew I was the Lord's and He was mine. I knew I had become a new creature, in Christ!"

That is the story of a man who found what it is to be in Christ. But suppose a man isn't in Christ? He cannot go to the new heavens and the new earth. In heaven the old nature cannot mix with the new nature. Wouldn't it be terrible to be an old creature among everyone else who was new? In the City of God, one must be absolutely new.

The great preacher, George W. Truett, is dead. You read about it in the newspaper when he died. I heard him preach in Atlanta. The thing that impressed me was that here was a man who, from his youth until the age of 77 years, walked with God! Right on through. I don't know how you feel, but I take off my hat to anybody, man or woman, who walks with God from early youth to the grave.  George Truett is in Heaven with his Lord. Only Eternity will reveal the fruit he took in with him, and will take in with him. He was just a boy at the time of conversion. He

went to a little mountain church that had a little mountain preacher, but it was there that Truett was made a new crea​ture in Christ.

Have you ever read the story of 
Truett's boy friend?  During that meeting he had a chum named George. Truett tried to lead him to Christ, tried repeated​ly He approached him like this. He said, "I don't know how to win souls, but I know you need the Lord, and I want you to have the same Saviour I have.  “Each time, the friend would say, "Not tonight, George, not tonight. Some other night, perhaps, but not tonight." He re​fused to accept Jesus, and went his own way. He was suddenly stricken with a 
dreadful disease that wasted his life, and 
was dead in a matter of days. He never got to come back to the church services again. He never came back to hear the Gospel again. Truett went to see his dying boy‑friend. In the delirium that just preceded death, the boy kept saying over and over again, "Not tonight, not tonight, leave me alone, George, leave me alone." Truett said that the boy went out into Eternity like that. One night in a little mountain church two lads sat through a Gospel service.  One became a new creature. The other refused. They will not be chums in the City of God because the one went to Hell.

Are you saved? Will you say this very hour, "I want to make my decision for Christ. I want to be a new Creature and enter the City of God when I die. I am going to give God a chance. I want to be IN CHRIST in God's sight. Today is the day of my salvation." The blood of Jesus Christ God's Son cleanseth us from all sin. Whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life!
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