MY TIMES ARE IN THY HANDS

Jesse M. Hendley

Genesis 49:24

It is wonderful to meditate on the fact that our times are in the Hands of God.

We read of Joseph that his hands were made strong by the mighty Hands of the God of Jacob. It is wonderful to know God's Hands are attending to us. "Hands" means His power, His authority, His Sovereignty.

We have something similar to that in the Book of Deuteronomy. "The Eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the Everlasting Arms." The Arms of God. The Hands of God. His power and support through all the vicissitudes of life. "My times," David said, "are in Thy Hands."

Now what did he mean by that? I think he meant, "My life is in God's Hands." My LIFE. Well, that's a wonderful thing. We didn't ask to be born. Birth isn't an accident, either. Birth is a gift of God. Life is a gift of God. There is no birth without the creative act of God. David speaks in a great Psalm and says that in the embryonic state, God fashioned him in his mother's womb. He cries out and says, "Thou art my God from my mother's womb." He knew that the life‑germ, the life‑spark, was the gift of God himself. So, life in its very inception, in its very beginning, is in the Hands of God. The little babe, for that long period of time before birth, is taken care of by God. The little lives that come into this world would not survive without the care of the Living God. LIFE itself is in God's Hands.

But David was not only referring to the fact of his conception and birth, his early life and youth and his entire life. He was thinking about life with all of its changes. All the changes of life are in God's Hands. When I am up, God permits me to be up. When I am down, God permits me to be down. Sickness, health, poverty, wealth, joys, sorrows‑--whatever comes our way--‑all the changes of life are in the Hands of God.

Now David recognized this fact and rejoiced in it. He said, "Lord, I am so glad that my life IS in Your Hands." He directly addressed God when he said, "My times are in Thy Hands." You know, I like that. Today, when people doubt the very existence of God, how comforting it is to know this. What a sweet breeze from heaven to find a man to whom God is so real that he addresses Him personally talking to Him just as he would talk to a friend! How close this man David walked with God!

David recognized the Sovereignty of God, that God is in control of our lives, down to our last breath. He governs our thinking, our will, and our actions. The

Sovereignty of God is taught all through the Word of God. David knew that God was operating in the lives of people.

David knew the Providence of God, His provision. God in His providence feeds the birds of the air. They don't go out and till the ground, and plant the seed, and reap the harvest, and make bread. No, their provision is from God. He provides for them. God looks after us, because we are much better than many fowl of the air and animals of the field?  David recognized God's Omniscience that God knows all about us, as He knows all about everything. There is nothing hidden from Him. He knows everything.

David recognized His Omnipresence, meaning that God is everywhere. God was with Him. There wasn't a detail about David that missed God's Eyes! What a wonderful thing to know that this God Who cares for us is watching over us.

Someone draws back and says, "That is intolerable! To think that an Eye is constantly upon us, spying upon us!" Maybe so, if that person were an enemy. But this is our Great Friend, our God. He is everywhere present with us.

And then, David knew His Omnipotence, His all‑powerfulness, able to look after every emergency. He made us. He made our bodies and minds and He can take care of them. He made our loved ones; He can take care of our loved ones. He gives us every good thing we have. He is Almighty God. Why should we fret and worry about a future that God has undertaken for us in His Almightiness? Knowing this, David said, "My times are in Thy Hands."

Not long ago I held the funeral service of a little babe, who came into this world and was taken right back into eternity. Now was that just a happen‑so? Was it through some error the parents made? Some error the doctors made? That would be a burden intolerable. No, God was pleased to take this baby back to Himself. God made that little one. The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away; blessed be the Name of the Lord. That is a good verse to learn and to keep in mind.  The, LORD takes away.

Then, regarding our own lives as Christians, we have here a solemn truth. You and I, in the light of the fact that our times are in His Hands, are in the position that our conduct affects God's conduct toward us.

For example, we may choose for God to bless us. God WANTS to bless us. He does bless us as we obey Him, as we walk in His way.  Or, we may choose to sin. Then God must chasten us. In Hebrews 12 we read, "The Lord chasteneth every son He receives. Whom the Lord loveth, He chasteneth. He will not let us, as Christians, wander from Him and get into sin and be unfaithful to Him and wreck our lives and the lives of others without chastening us for it. That is why some people say to me, "Preacher, somehow I don't feel right. God seems a long way off." Perhaps you haven't made the great surrender to God. It is well that you search your life and find if you have been holding back from God.

Or, there may be some sin in your life and you are not doing that thing God has told you to do. God chasteneth his sons. You don't whip the neighbor's children when they do wrong, and God is not going to whip the devil's children when they do wrong‑--the devil will take care of that. But God certainly does scourge and whip His Own! He loves them and chastens them for their own good. Whom He LOVES, He chastens.

I'm glad God won't let me do wrong and get by with it. I'm glad God won't let me plunge down into ruin. I'm glad that God whips me when I fail Him. There is no doubt about His chastening. Some Christians never learn that lesson. There are some who, bull‑headedly, are determined to have their own way, refuse to go God's way, and the result is judgment.

There is a sin even to death, unto Christians. There is a sin Christians commit for which they will die. There has been many a Christian, in a state of willful sin against God, who has met with an accident in an automobile and has lost his life. The report called it an accident. But the truth of the matter was that that Christian was out of the will of God. He was dishonoring God. He was dishonoring God and His Name and God took him away. Death. There has been many a Christian to die because he wasn't faithful to God's revelation to Him.

Young man, wherever you are, if God calls you to do something; you are wise if you do it. Jonah thought he could run away from God, but he learned pretty quick he couldn't. God sent a disturbance at sea, shook a large sailing vessel, and cast Jonah into the sea. Believe me, that submarine trip, was no pleasant thing to Jonah! Out of the belly of Hell he cried unto God.  God whipped him good. Jonah was fortunate not to be killed. Many Chris​tians are killed because of sin. Many a Christian dies, and the doctors call it by a medical term, but the truth is that, that Christian died because he was dis​honoring God and God would not stand for His Name and His Christ and His Testimony to be dishonored.

I am thinking right now of two boys. One of them was in my home the other day. He is on fire for God. He is, learning everything he can about the Lord. He is fully surrendered to God. The Lord has everything that boy has. But I know another boy whom God has called to obey His Voice, who at first was enthusiastic but who has begun to play around in sin. I am afraid for him. I want you to pray for him, friends. Pray earnestly. As sure as he is alive, he is not going to get by, playing with God! Nobody gets by! I tremble for any Christian when they begin to disobey God, play with sin, and play with the ungodly and the world.

Young man, young woman, if you start out with God, YOU GO ALL THE WAY WITH GOD. DON'T PLAY WITH GOD. There is coming a judg​ment just as sure as you are alive. If Christians out of the will of God are warned by God, and by loved ones and friends, and by the Bible, then there is always the danger of SUDDEN DEATH. I hope you will be warned!

Our times are in His Hands. The safest thing we can do is trust Jesus as our Saviour, read this Bible honestly, pray earnestly, and to the best of our ability, do the thing today that GOD wants us to do and tomorrow, and the next day, and the next day until wee see His Blessed Face.

Will You Do It?
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