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Hebrews 11:24-28

Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, I want you to turn with me to the Book of Hebrews, chapter 11. We are going to take up Hebrews 11: 24‑28, and today we are studying the testimony of Moses to the faith life, to the fact that it pays to live the faith life.

But first, let me remind you of Hebrew 12:1, where we are told of a "great cloud of witnesses" with whom we are compassed about. This verse carries us back to chapter 11, where we are told of these worthies of the Old Testament, the heroes of faith, men and women who lived for God with all their hearts.

Today we are taking up one of these people, one of the greatest. That man is Moses. The "great cloud of witnesses" refers to the Old Testament worthies, these saints of God who lived on before us, who proved by their lives that it pays to live the FAITH life, over against the SELF life; to live in dependence upon God instead of dependence upon self; to live for the Lord. And among these who testify (we found that the word "witnesses" is the Greek word "martyr" and means testifiers" instead of "witnesses" or "spectators;" they are testifying to the fact that it pays to live the faith life) among them is this great man Moses.

Someone has said that Moses is the greatest man in the world's history. If the number of times a man is mentioned in the Bible is any index to his greatness, then Moses probably is the greatest man of all times. He is mentioned more than 700 times in the Bible. And if a man's prayer life is any index of his greatness, again he qualifies as perhaps the greatest man, because I have never read inside the Bible or outside the Bible of anyone who on two different occasions, for forty days and forty nights, prayed. But I do read that of Moses.

God describes his remarkable life in SIX WORDS, here in the Book of Hebrews, through the Holy Spirit through the writer of the Book of Hebrews, Verses 24 through 28. "Moses refused . . . Moses chose . . . Moses esteemed . . . Moses forsook .... Moses endured . . . Moses kept." "By faith Moses refused, chose, esteemed, forsook, endured, and kept." And in these six words we have indicated to us a summary of that marvelous life of faith that describes to us what he did, and why he did it. That is, his actions and his motives. Let me remind you, friends, that God says the day is coming when He will judge the motives of men, of all of us. Paul said, "Judge nothing till the time when the Lord shall come, and He shall bring to light, the hidden things of darkness and make manifest the very counsels of our hearts. And then shall every man have his praise before God." The Corinthians were upbraiding Paul as not being a true Apostle, a true man of God. Paul said, "Just you wait till we meet the Lord. Then we'll see who are the true people of God. We had better not judge anything till the Lord comes. You might find yourself in the wrong position. God is going to make manifest the counsels of my heart and yours, and we'll find out who is true in that day. Then shall every man have his praise of God, if praise is due."

Now let's look at Moses for a moment, one of the most remarkable lives in history, and see HOW he acted, first of all, then WHY he acted as he did. Moses' life was strange, to this world. Anybody in Moses' day would have called him a fool for doing what he did. Men still would call him a fool, if they understood the circumstances and were not godly. For the ungodly always feel that the godly are foolish; and vice versa.

By faith, Moses REFUSED something! WHAT did he refuse? "By faith, Moses, when he came to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter." Moses refused HIGH POSITION. This choice of Moses was all the more remarkable for two reasons. First, he was a young man. "When he was to come to years." He had just become grown. Right when he was grown he made a CHOICE. And what was the choice? God and the people of God, over against Egypt and the world and its treasures. Moses chose God and the people of God. Moses chose the faith life instead of the worldly life.

STILL men have to make that choice. Not long ago a little girl came to me and said, "I am glad you are going to speak on the dance; I love to dance."

That same night another young girl came to me and said, "I accepted Christ in 1962, but I didn't give up the world then. But since I have been listening to your messages I am not doing those things anymore that I used to do. Now I am praying and am interested in souls. There are two girls, and what a world of difference in those two girls. They look somewhat alike, about the same age. But there are two different souls. One soul refusing the things of the world, the other choosing the things of the world.

You've got to refuse something when you come to Christ. We are "selling people short" in our churches today, I am afraid. I am afraid that "popular religion" is telling people, "You can be worldly; but don't be TOO worldly." The Bible doesn't say that. The Bible says not to be worldly at all. The Bible says, "If any man love the WORLD, he doesn't love God. The love of the Father is not in him." You can't love God and the world at the same time. The world says, "Make all the money you can!" But the Bible says, "You cannot serve God and mammon." Which has to do with the things of this world. The world today says, "Be ambitious! GAIN all you can gain, in stocks and bonds and houses and lands." But God says that a covetous man is an idolater and has not inheritance in the kingdom of God. Yet the whole system of American finance today is on the covetous idea.

Well, you see, THE BIBLE, when it is put up against modern business, the modern social world, the modern entertainment world, modern living, CONDEMNS it, just as it has done down through the years. People today think you can "popularize" RELIGION. But you can't do it. You can't please God and man at the same time. If you want the honor that comes from man, you can't have the honor that comes from God. If you want to please God, you can't please man at the same time, totally.

Moses refused high position. He turned his back on the court of Egypt.  May I remind you that Egypt was the

mistress of the day. Moses was stand​ing next to the throne, and could have HAD the throne, but he deliberately turned down the throne of the might​iest empire of the world. Why? He wanted to make the throne of God!  You've got to see two thrones: The throne of heaven and the throne of earth. When a man sees the throne of heaven, he will not sacrifice it for any

little earthly throne, even if it's the biggest one in the world. He will never want it. When you see the riches in Christ, you will not want the riches of this world. When a man comes to die and has left Jesus out of his life, he has left everything worthwhile out of his life! If you have the wealth that is in Christ Jesus when you come to die, you are rich forever! With the riches of faith. God's Word speaks of being rich toward God, and not being rich toward the world. Godwardly, are you rich? Are you wealthy? Moses made a choice, and he refused high position in this world, refusing to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter.

I want to say to you, friends, that you've got to REFUSE THIS WORLD if you are going to walk with God. Jesus Christ said, "If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me." If you follow Jesus, you won't follow this world. Jesus wasn't worldly. A man says, "I can have BOTH worlds." You can't do it. The Bible doesn't teach that. The modern religious teaching is, "You are a citizen of BOTH worlds." That isn't the teaching of the Bible." The Bible says we are STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS on earth. This world is NOT our home! We are passing through it, and we are on our way to eternity. Our citizenship is in heaven. We are a colony of heaven on earth. We are in a foreign country. We are ill at ease, till we get Home! That is the teaching of the Bible. Moses REFUSED.

The next thing we read is that Moses CHOSE something. He made a choice. When he refused and turned his back on Egypt and the throne, he chose something: he chose GOD'S PEOPLE. It is not sufficient to be negative; we must be positive. It isn't sufficient to turn your back on this world and become a recluse. That isn't the idea. You must be POSITIVE, positively

GODLY. It isn't sufficient to turn your back on UN‑godliness; you must BECOME GODLY, positively! To refuse the world is TO CHOOSE GOD.

So Moses chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. He choose to suffer, suffer NOW, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin now. He turned his back on certain pleasures, and he accepted certain definite sufferings that came with the life lived for God, the life of FAITH! Let me say, there ARE sufferings in this world. We'll never be able to make it a "holiday‑world.” The Bible reveals the world for what it is. Do not think you can be a Christian and not suffer. Do not think it is an easy path. It is easier than the path of the unbeliever, yes; but life is not a holiday, though men are trying to make it so. Men are trying to patch it up. Men are trying to say that life is not a conflict, that there is no death, no sickness, no sorrow. Men are trying to shut their eyes to the solemn things, the realities of life. You can't do it. There IS such a thing as suffering; Suffering affliction! There is such a thing as suffering affliction WITH THE PEOPLE OF GOD. Notice, they are the opposite from the people who live for pleasure and sin. We are living today in a world living for pleasure. The big word impressing young people today is ENTERTAINMENT. That is not the big word. The word is GOD, GOODNESS, THE PEOPLE OF GOD. Sooner or later, you are going to need GOD. The pleasures of sin fade away in that moment. There is such a thing as suffering affliction with the people of God.

There is such a thing as "enjoying the pleasure of sin." The Bible is accurate and real. The Bible doesn't minimize. The Bible speaks fact and truth. The Bible says that there is such a thing as SIN, and that it HAS PLEASURES. Please remember that. Some people think today that sin has no pleasure, that it is always hideous, like the devil with a forked tail and spear and horned head. The devil doesn't come that way. The world doesn't come that way. And sin doesn't come that way, either. Sin comes alluringly, appealingly, attractively, and beautifully! It appeals to the desires of your mind and soul, to try to lead you away and damn you. There are "pleasures" in sin. The only trouble is, the pleasures wear out and leave bitterness and tragedy and misery and heartache and sorrow eternally.

Suffering with the people of God is just for a little while! And you have God's joy while you do it. You walk with God. We are going to leave all suffering behind and go to a world where there is no suffering! People who enjoy the pleasures of sin here will

suffer here some, physically and mentally and spiritually, for the way of the transgressor is hard, and he will suffer eternally where there is weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth in that lost world. But the people who suffer affliction with the people of God here END their suffering when life's little day is over, and they REST from their labors and their works do follow them, in God's holy Presence!

So Moses CHOSE to suffer affliction with the people of God and CHOSE to turn his back on sin and its pleasures. That is a choice every young man and every young woman has to make. EVERY man and woman, every boy and girl. Each one of us who comes into this world has to make the CHOICE, whether it is to be with the people of God or with sinners, people whose lives are not pleasing to God. To please God or not to please God: that is the question. It determines our eternal destiny.

Friends, I hope you will choose to please God.

This is God's Pure and Holy Word. We count it a privilege to labor with you for precious souls. We are sincerely, to the best of our ability, giving it out, for the souls of men! We love people, we love God, and we love His Word. That's all for now, friends. God bless you, and goodbye.
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