MODERNISTIC PREACHER CRITICIZES EVANGELISTS

Jesse M. Hendley

(In a Richmond newspaper recently there appeared an article by the Rev. Dilworth Lupton, Unitarian Minister, who criticized evangelists and evangelism. The following was sent in answer to the article.)

RICHMOND TIMES‑DISPATCH

Richmond, Virginia

Gentlemen

I am an evangelist, broadcasting over one of the local radio stations five days a week in Richmond and have held campaigns in and around the city in recent years. One of our listeners has sent me your column, "The Voice of the People," in which Dr. Dilworth Lupton criticizes evangelists today. I would like to answer this misinformed gentleman.

In your paper issued Tuesday, February 12, 1952, Dr. Lupton writes that Jesus believed that "mental disease is caused by demon possession. No competent psychologists hold that theory today." Dr. Lupton evidently forgets that Dr. James, the famous psychologist, in his book, Varieties of Religious Experience, proves from the psychological standpoint that religious experience is genuine and that the spiritual world makes its impact upon individual lives open to its reception, which means that there is a spiritual world, a world of spirits that influence human lives. If there are good spirits that influence men for good, why should there not be evil spirits that influence men for evil, even as Christ proclaims in the New Testament teachings? Also, Dr. James says it is reasonable to believe in such good spirits operating on human lives because of piled up evidence. I wonder if Dr. Lupton has studied carefully the evidence of our missionaries about demon spirits and their effects upon people in parts of the world where the Gospel of Christ has not been preached. Many of our missionaries are out there battling against the powers of darkness and have seen manifestations of demonism in human lives, just as the New Testament teaches. This is contemporary evidence of the eternal truths of the Bible.

Another statement Dr. Lupton makes is that the writer of the first chapter of Genesis believed that the world was literally created in six days by divine decree, and that every reputable scientist knows that it took millions of years. Again, Dr. Lupton shows that he is behind the times in scientific and religious investigation. Every careful student of Scripture knows that the Bible does not say that God created the world in six days. If Dr. Lupton will pick up Pember's work, Earth's Earliest Ages, he will find this explained logically and clearly. "IN THE BEGINNING God created the heavens and the earth." Verse 2 in the literal Hebrew says, "And the earth BECAME waste and void and darkness was over the face of the deep." The original creation is stated in the first verse of Genesis. In the second verse we have a terrible cataclysm that came over the earth and wrecked the original creation. In the six days, we do not have the ORIGINAL CREATION, but rather, the REHABILITATION. "The earth BECAME waste and void, is the Hebrew. It was not created that way; it became that way. In Isaiah God says that He did not create the world a waste. The original creation, in Genesis 1:1, was absolutely perfect, and in verse 2 (an undated time later the earth became waste. All the millions of ages spoken of by the critics can be placed between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. In simple words, creation is not said to have been in six days, but IN THE BEGINNING as stated in seven great words in the Hebrew, Genesis 1:1, "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." Later (after the creation of the heavens and the earth) it does say that man and great whales were created. But the Bible does not teach that the heavens and the earth were created in six days.

The next criticism by Dr. Lupton concerns evangelists speaking about death. He says that "they stir up an abnormal fear of death a ghastly super‑emotion, surely." Then he goes on to say that Dr. Bucke said that true religion should "release men from fear, not create it. That certainly was Jesus' teaching." First of all, that is an untrue statement about Jesus' teaching. Jesus did teach men to fear. Jesus did teach that fear is a legitimate motive in human experience. Surely Dr. Lupton has a concordance and should look up what the New Testament teaches.

In Matthew 10:28 Jesus says, "Fear not them that kill the body and are not able to kill the soul; but rather fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and body in Hell."

The Apostle Paul, who loved Christ and was taught of Christ, says in his Philippian letter, "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh in you to will and to do of His good pleasure."

Peter, an apostle taught of Christ and who heard His words, writes, "If you call upon Him as Father who judgeth every man according to his work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear, forasmuch as ye know ye are not redeemed with corruptible things such as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot."

The writer of Hebrews in chapter 12 says, "Let us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear, for our God is a consuming fire." In chapter 5, we read that Jesus Christ himself, the Son of God, in the Garden of Gethsemane, when He was praying, "with strong crying and tears unto Him that was able to save Him from death," was heard because of His godly fear.

What we need today is a wholesome fear to sweep over the world. Why was it that Noah was spared when the rest of the world was drowned in the judgment of the great flood (which is attested by great archaeologists such as Sir Leonard Wooley, who uncovered Ur of the Chaldees and said that the earliest civilization, that of the Sumerians, was wiped out by a flood which laid an eight‑foot‑thick water bank, which, this great scientist says, could not have been brought on by anything but the great flood of Genesis); I say, why was Noah spared and the rest of the world drowned? In Hebrews 11 we read, "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house." It was fear that saved Noah and his family from God's judgment on the sins of the world around them. The judgment of God inevitably follows sin.  

In the Book of James we read (and James, you remember was the half brother of the Lord), "The demons believe in God and shudder," in the light of impending judgment.

In the Book of Revelation, John the beloved apostle who was nearer to Jesus than any other man, who leaned upon His breast at the Last Supper, said that the saints in heaven with harps of God in their hands are singing a song, and these are the words: "Who shall not fear Thee, 0 God, and glorify Thy Name, for Thou only art holy."

FEAR is a legitimate motive in our everyday life. Men stop at red lights out of fear. Men carry insurance out of fear. Men go to see doctors for checkups out of fear.

Today our courts are filled with delinquents because the sense of FEAR has been removed, the fear of wrongdoing, as anyone who deals with such problems recognize. What America needs today is a baptism of old‑fashioned FEAR OF GOD AND WRONGDOING. We are living in a time when wrong is not wrong anymore, sin is not sin anymore. That is just the reason, God says, that our nation is in such a desperate condition today.

Jesus did come to release men from fear, but not men in sin, for sin always produces fear. The only persons who are able to receive Jesus' "Fear not" are those who repent of their sins and are born again trusting Christ as personal Saviour and living a godly, holy life according to the teachings of our Lord in the New Testament. Only they have any right to Jesus' "Fear not." Those who shut out Christ and God do not know the comfort of Christ's "Fear not." Rather, they are told to "fear Him who is able to destroy both body and soul in Hell." 

Third, Dr. Lupton charges evangelists with a "picayunish morality, damning such vices as dancing and playing cards, and that this condemnation fosters all kinds of insincerity." Again Dr. Lupton reveals his ignorance of the subject. If he will investigate with those who deal with girls who have fallen into trouble, he will find that many times the dance had its influence in the downward path to immorality. Card‑playing leads to gambling, and gambling is definitely a vice, wrong and hurtful. God is not against fun; He is against SIN, and He is against sin because it hurts us, it hurts Him, and it hurts the foundation of society. Much of the appeal of the theatre today is based upon lust, without a question with their suggestive titles and the reproduction of books that have immoral scenes in them. These alone prove that the theatre oftentimes has a definite evil influence.

The next charge is that revivalists ignore "the very real social problems of our day, such as poverty, slums, racial and international tensions," and "that much of the evil in human behavior results from environmental conditions over which people have no control." It is not altogether true that behavior results from environmental conditions. I have preached in some of the large penitentiaries over our nation and have found that some men, from the best possible environments, have become criminals. Some with the finest education, from the best homes, have become criminals. Juvenile delinquency today is not simply a slum matter. Many delinquents come from the best homes in the land. Environment does have its effect upon human lives, but the charge that revivalists ignore it is foolish, because they have found that when people get right with God they are sympathetic toward these problems and deal with them. A spiritual revival raises the character of a community, and when people get right with God and begin to read the Bible and pray and live godly lives, they seek to help one another. That definitely does much in the matter of social problems. As far as "racial and international tensions" are concerned, I am making the statement that revivalists and evangelists are doing more than all other people put together about it, because in the Bible God says that racial and international tensions, with war and its problems, come from SIN. 

God says in Ezekiel 14 that war is one of His four sore judgments. In the Book of Amos, chapter 4, God says that when men will not obey His Voice, He must punish them with war and He makes the statement, "Your young men have I slain with the sword." That means the judgment of God because of man's sin. Now it isn't God that slays the young men; it is a result of His necessary judgments. It is the SIN of America that is killing our boys today. In other words, war is a punishment designed to keep us from some greater evil. 

God sent World War Number One when we sinned and we didn't repent. He sent World War Number Two and we didn't repent; we went deeper into sin. And now we are faced with (if not actually in) World War Number Three, and things are going to get worse and worse, according to the Bible, UNLESS we have a great revival, a turning back to God from sin! I say that the true evangelist, preaching God's Word to the people, is doing more to help relieve international tension than all the militarists or scientists or philosophers or politicians put together, because evangelists are calling men BACK TO GOD, which alone can release us from war. God says that when a nation obeys His Voice, He will give that nation rest from its enemies and that nation shall have peace. But when a nation sins against Him, then He sends judgments that culminate in war, to get them to repent and come back to Himself, that He might bless them and that it might be well with them. Let it be said now that when God sends a punishment, it is to save us from some greater punishment. All of his dealings, even His punishments, are in love.

At the next statement of Dr. Lupton I tremble, for he says the revivalists depict "a monster God whose main attribute is vengefulness." He says that for over a century Unitarians have been attacking the belief in Hell. He says that a God who would create such a place as Hell where millions would suffer torment throughout eternity would be a God conceived as a diabolical creature to be hated rather than worshipped. Not only is Dr. Lupton unscriptural; he is illogical. I wonder if he would do away with the judiciary part of our government. Would he advocate doing away with jails, prisons, the police force and reform schools and the like? This definitely would lead to lawlessness and anarchy and rebellion and misery everywhere. If you take away law and authority from a city or nation or the world, the result will be indescribable horror. God, too, has His laws. God is ruling over the earth, and His laws are as definite as the laws of men. Law means nothing if there is no penalty for offenders. 

Horrible things are going on in the world today that justice is not running down. In my own city today there are several unsolved murders. It is not right for a man to take the life of another man, and get away with it. There is a place of judgment where all things will be made right; the Great White Throne Judgment is mentioned in Revelation, chapter 20. There are laws for the benefit of mankind; there is a judgment to come for the benefit of mankind; there is a Hell for the benefit of mankind. Law and punishment are necessary in a world where there are rebellious people, and God's law and punishment are necessary where there are rebellious people. When man rebels against God, he rebels against the entire world of mankind. If such a man were to go to heaven, heaven would become like the world we have sown here which is partly like Hell. Drunkards' homes, lust, divorces with children going to ruin, murders‑--these come about because God is not honored and worshipped and loved. All evil must go, and God is not going to stop until there is righteousness over the face of the earth, and with righteousness, peace. And there cannot be peace where there is rebellion against God and His laws.

God made His laws for the benefit of mankind, not for a curse. God pleads with man to repent of sin, live a holy life and be a blessing to mankind and himself. When men do not do this, God continues to plead and sends light judgments. When men still do not listen but go on in utter rebellion against God, finally there must be a place to put those who refuse to love God and live pleasing to Him. So the Bible closes with The Holy City for the redeemed and the Lake of Fire for the unsaved. There must be a place to put those who defy God, just as here on earth we have a place to put those who defy the laws of men. Inasmuch as man is an eternal creature and will live somewhere forever, there is an eternal Heaven and an eternal Hell. The man who denies Hell denies God, and the Deity of Christ, and His teachings and the Word of God. Hell is in both the Old and the New Testaments and there are solemn things said about God's punishment for sin in the New Testament as in the Old.

To say that if one believes in Hell he makes God a monster and diabolical, is a solemn charge that someday must be faced!

In conclusion, I want to say that it is very evident that Dr. Lupton does not believe in the Deity of Christ, nor in the God of the Bible, nor in the Bible as the very Word of God. This fundamentally is the great question involved. The power of the Bible in human hearts proves it to be of God. No other Book has changed lives and brought joy and happiness and peace like the Bible, the Word of God.

One time a man in Atlanta wrote that the Bible is an immoral book. I challenged him to produce ONE PERSON whom the Bible had made immoral, and I would produce A THOUSAND whom the reading of the Bible had made moral, pure, godly, and spiritual. Let me say that in my experience in dealing with people all over our nation in revival campaigns for many years, I have found that the people who face life and death and eternity with calm and rest are those who love God and Christ and who believe in and love the Bible. Take the Bible away and there is no answer to the great problems of life and death and eternity. The only hope for us, individually and as a nation is in the Word of God.

Respectfully yours,

Jesse M. Hendley, D. D. Evangelist.
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