MEN’S HEARTS IN THE END-AGE
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II Timothy 3:1-7

We have today a divinely drawn picture of the end of the age; a picture of men's hearts, and it certainly does not depict a "converted" world, before the return of Jesus, but rather a world that is sunk in sin.

In Second Timothy 3 Paul writes to Timothy, saying "This know also that in that last days (those days refer to the days preceding Christ's return) perilous times shall come."
"Perilous," there, means hard, difficult times. Aren't we living in difficult times, getting harder all along? World War One. The Depression. World War Two. Now hard times all over the whole world, every where you turn, the great masses of humanity without adequate food, burdened by taxes, preparing for war---that's the picture of the world today. PERILOUS times.

Then Paul breaks it down to the individual heart, and he says, "For men shall be lovers of their own selves." Self‑lovers, literally. Not love for others, but for self-predominating. You remember the motto, "God first, others second, self last." That's the way it ought to be. Not SELF‑lovers.

Then we have "silver‑lovers,” money lovers. I was talking with a worldly man the other day in a certain city. He was a businessman. He was the one who brought up the matter of the terrible times we are living in. Even worldly men say it now. We used to preach that such times were coming, and men would laugh at us and look for a "better" world, a "converted" world, and all that sort of thing. But they are changing their minds now and even worldly men are asking, "What's wrong? What is the trouble?" And this man said to me, "MAKING MONEY is all people are interested in!" The chief passion of their lives is the love OF MONEY. Well, Paul told us that. He saw it, looking down the corridor of time, filled with the Spirit of God, picturing the end‑time as God gave it to him. Men, he said, would be lovers of money.

Another thing we have here is "boastful." Boastful people! Boasting is a predominant thing. Humility is something we don't see much anymore. The word doesn't seem to be in our vocabulary. Humility? Meekness? Today it's AMBITION, and PRIDE, and SHOW. Even modern advertising is filled with that sort of thing; much of it is even LIES. I am not saying these things in an ugly spirit; I am just pointing out the predictions of God's Word and the hour in which we live. It fits like a key made for a lock.

Paul said that not only would men be lovers of themselves, and boasters and proud, but that they would also be "blasphemers.” The word BLASPHEMERS is a very strong word meaning "Regarding nothing holy." There are people who have no sense whatsoever of spirituality and of God and of human life. They regard nothing as SACRED anymore, nothing as HOLY anymore. That's what the word "blasphemers" means.

The next is about children, "disobedient to parents.” We are living in such a time, friend. It is an awful thing the way young people are telling their parents what to do. It is an hour when children are running over their parents, having their own wills, not subject to discipline at all, willful, and harsh, and hard. I was talking to a doctor the other day and he said, "You know, women come to my office--‑mothers they are‑--and they tell me that their children are running them crazy these days. What is happening to this modern generation?" Disobedience to parents. The Bible said such would be the condition in the last days.

Then, "unthankful." Ungrateful! We see children ungrateful to parents, who have sacrificed for them. We see people ungrateful to others for what they do for them. Ungrateful, ungrateful people! The sin of ingratitude to God and man.

The next word we have here is the word "unholy.” It means not considering anything as holy, and not living a holy life whatsoever.

The next is "without natural affection.” Not loving our loved ones, as we ought to love them. Children rising up and speaking against parents, even to the point (many times) of murder! Today natural affection is going by the board. Lust comes in and love goes out. Real love for our loved ones is God's will.

Then, "trucebreakers." That word is a very strong word. Untrue to one's promise. Not keeping our promises. I wonder if we are guilty of that.

Next is "false‑accusers" It is the Greek word devils. There is only one devil in the background, but he operates through human devils, through minds and voices that deliver themselves unto him. That is a terrible passage, False-accusers.

The next word is "incontinence,” lacking self‑control. We are living in days when it is unsafe for your wife or child to be on the streets alone, at night, because so many people are living in terrible sin. Lack of self‑control. The newspapers carry reports of awful murders and others crimes that are taking place.

"Fierce." Young people in the street attacking men and property without any provocation, just for the thrill of it.

"Despisers of those who are good."  Not loving goodness. Not loving good people. Arrayed against the good.

"Traitors". Betrayers. Treacherous. You can't count on their word. You can't count on what they are in their heart.

"Greedy.” Rash and reckless in thought and action.

"High-minded." It means literally, "puffed up.” The attitude, "I'm better than others." God says that such people are as smoke in His nostrils He doesn't like it. "You stand over there; I am better than you are, and I'll stand here."

"Lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God." Lovers of pleasure. We have a word today, "hedonistic" that comes from the Greek word used here. "Hedonism." A tremendous love for PLEASURE, a paramount love. Getting a good job done and accomplishing something worthwhile are not in the mind of lovers of PLEASURE. "Rather" than lovers of God. You cannot love modern pleasures AND be a lover of God, because modern pleasure is devilish. It is Satanic. It is anti‑God and anti‑Christ. It leads away from God, away from holiness and into SIN. When I was in Canada some years ago I met a preacher who sat down at the piano and played marvelously. It is unusual for a preacher to be so accomplished a musician. He told me that before he was converted he led a dance band, and he said, "Preacher, in the old days, if I had a crowd of young people for an hour, in the modern dance, with modern music, I could do anything with them I wanted to do." Having a form of godliness, but no power of God in their lives. Just an outward form of religion. They would go to church, but they would live just like the world, the flesh and the devil. A love for modern pleasures leads to sin.

I want to ask you to go over that passage again. Ask yourself the question, "Are any of those sins in my own heart and life?" If so, you are living like the world, like sinful people. These are SINS. If they are in our lives, we had better get rid of them. You can "believe on Christ" all you please. But if you do not have a changed life, with VICTORY OVER SIN, you are not pleasing God. You CAN have victory. Come to Christ for forgiveness and cleansing. Will you do it?
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