MAN’S NEED AND GOD’S ANSWER

Jesse M. Hendley

II Kings 5:1

"There were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed, only Naaman the Syrian."

Naaman was a great man in Israel, the chief captain of the armies of Syria. "He was a great man," we read, "but he was a leper." He needed cleansing. Leprosy in God's Word is a picture of sin. You cannot "heal" sin; it must be "cleansed.” It is impossible to heal sin. Your sins cannot be healed. But the glorious truth is that they can be CLEANSED by Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ alone cleansed the leper Naaman, and Jesus Christ alone can cleanse you and me. There is no other way.

What is your need? Your greatest need?

The other day I was walking down the street with a preacher‑friend when a man stopped us and asked for some money to buy some beer. We began to talk with him about his soul, but he wasn't interested in his soul, or in God or heaven or salvation or eternal life. All he was thinking about was the next hour; he wanted some beer to satisfy his thirst. That's all he wanted. To him that is what he needed. He didn't realize how he needed God.

A man with cancer may not be interested in his need of God, temporarily. But one day he will. He may not realize his need. But oh, he had better get around to facing it, as soon as he can.

All men have NEEDS. What is the greatest need among mankind? All men have three distresses. One thing, if a person isn't a Christian, is HIS PAST. Sins that he has committed trouble him. There has got to be some answer to his past sins. Second, the need for PRESENT cleansing, an uncondemned heart. In First John we read, "If our hearts condemn us not, then have we boldness toward God." Think of the boldness a man has toward God if his heart condemns him not! A man with an impure heart toward God does not have that boldness. So a man needs purity. And third, THE FUTURE. How can I hold out, to walk with God?

Those are three great needs. The past--‑sin troubles me and I need something to blot it out. The present---I need purity and a clean mind and heart to walk with God. The future‑--I must know that I'll hold out till I reach heaven.

The Bible reveals the three‑fold answer to that need. For the past, there is PARDON, removing the condemnation of sin! For the present, there is PURITY, to live a pure life today. The very life of Jesus is available. He can live the life of purity, in me and through me that I alone could never live. For the future, there is POWER to enable me to keep on walking that life till I cross the threshold of the City of God and enter that glorious city.

Let us consider the first great need. There is pardon. There is a way to blot out the past.

A little boy came home after church one day and said, "Mamma, what does God mean when He says He will blot out my sin? What does BLOT OUT mean?" She said, "Didn't I see you writing on your slate yesterday?" He said, "Yes." She said, "Show it to me." He brought the slate. There wasn't anything on it‑--just like it would ordinarily be if it were brand new. She said, "Where is what you wrote upon the slate yesterday?" "Oh, I rubbed it out." "Well, where is it?" she asked. "I don't know," he answered. "I know it WAS there, but now it is gone." "Well," she said, "that is what God meant when He said He would blot out your transgressions." Well, that settled it. Isn't that wonderful, that when you trust your past sins to Jesus, He blots them out, and they're GONE. When GOD blots them out, they are GONE. Just trust Jesus and they're gone.

Friend, are the sins of the past haunting you? You need not make a list of your sins, but Jesus knows them all. He wept over those sins. He died for them. He came to blot them out for you. He takes the sins of anyone who trusts Him and blots out the past and they will never be brought up against that person anymore. For past sins there is PARDON.

"What about today? I am weak and human and meet with temptations and need to walk with the Lord." Well, His purity is available. Jesus doesn't pardon us and then go away and leave us. He pardons, and then IMPARTS His own life with us. We can say with Paul, "The life that I NOW LIVE, in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me." We can say, "Christ is available, moment by moment to keep us from yielding to sin. You can count on Jesus. Jesus is PURITY.

You know, Jesus' life never was spotted. Jesus had no pin‑up pictures in his room, no suggestive calendars on his wall, no magazines revealing human depravity, no suggestive off color stories around him. PURITY! What a beautiful word, and it is not at home in this world today. PURITY walks alone in this world. Well, earth may not want purity, BUT HEAVEN DOES. Heaven prizes it, above all gems! "The wisdom which is from above is first of all PURE," said James, "and then peaceable, and easy to be entreated," and so on. But first, pure. There is no true wisdom that is not first PURE. God prizes a pure heart above every other attainment on earth! A PURE HEART! No wonder David cried, "Create in me a clean heart, 0 God. I am tired of being impure inside." Is that your prayer? Jesus is the way for you. "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God."

"But I am tempted, Preacher! Don't you understand it?" Yes. So are others. But you'll have to stay near Jesus if you want to keep pure. There is no other way. "I am not Jesus, Preacher." I know that, but there is a Scripture in the Bible that says, "Be strong. . ." In yourself? No, "in the power of His might." You can't be strong in yourself. I have found that there is only one way I can stay clean inside, and that is to be constantly in the Bible and prayer. There is no other way. As sure as you neglect your Bible for one day, or neglect prayer, your thoughts are going to drift toward evil. You see, we are living in an impure world, with evil all around us everyday, and we have got to stay mighty close to Jesus. You have to watch two things--- two gates--‑if you would keep close to Him and His purity, and these two gates must be CLOSED against impurity. THE EYE‑GATE, first. Be careful of the things you look at. I wonder sometimes if I don't need to preach thirty days on that text in Job, "I made a covenant with mine eyes." I said, "Eyes, you and I are going to agree not to look at anything evil. We are going to turn away from evil when we see it in magazines or pictures, anywhere and everywhere."

You say, "That is foolish, Preacher." Not in the eyes of God, friend. Not in the eyes of heaven. Not in the eyes of men and women who know the truth.

The second is the THOUGHT‑GATE.  (I think perhaps I should have reversed the order: thought ought to be first, then eyes.) You say, "Preacher, I cannot control my thoughts." You'd better do it! Because whatever gets your minds get you, and if it is evil, you'll be evil. Let us say NO and close the gate to evil thoughts and refuse them! Purity walks down the streets of earth in loneliness. Crowds go the general direction, but when it comes to God, purity walks in glorious company! Heaven prizes pure minds. "God create in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit within me," said a man who had given in to impurity.

No, for my past sins there is pardon. For my present need there is purity, the purity of Jesus.  
Now the third thing--‑POWER for the future, power to enable us to walk on in the life that pleases God till we get to Glory. You know, one time Paul wrote, "I thank Jesus Christ WHO ENABLES ME, ……" Jesus made him able to live the life he lived. Paul was before that time a persecutor, a blasphemer, injurious, but he obtained mercy from Christ. Jesus Christ enabled him.

Here is a word by a godly woman, Abbie M. Brown, of Oklahoma. She wrote a tract called LOVE COVERETH, in which she gave a testimony. She said, "Recently my sister asked me to write an article answering the question, `Why do those professing godliness constantly criticize Christian workers and pass on evil reports?' There is only one answer: they lack the perfect love of God that covers. Under the old covenant and under the new we have the statement that love covers. The love chapter, First Corinthians 13; and verse 7, emphatically confirms this, that LOVE COVERETH ALL THINGS. The Holy Spirit, writing about Moses, must needs record Lot's worldliness for our warning, but the Holy Spirit writing through Peter overlooks Lot's sins and tells us that God delivered Lot. A true history must needs mention Rahab's falsehood, but love covers the heathen woman's sin of ignorance and only recalls her faith when she heard of Israel's God, in Hebrews 11. Jesus was unsparing in His denunciation of the Pharisees to their faces and He sent a strong, characteristic word to the sly, cunning, deceitful Herod, but He never personally spoke evil of any individual behind his back. He reproved Peter to his face severely, but He did not tell John privately that Peter was influenced by Satan. He openly and publicly rebuked Simon but He did not go into the home of Mary and Martha and talk over how unrighteous Simon had been. With God, a forgiven sin is COVERED. There is not a hint of David's transgressions in the New Testament, though his name occurs 57 times.

"If we forgive, even as He, we may never speak of an injury done to us. You say, ‘That is a high standard.’ Yes. But the overcomers reach it. The sons of God are perfect in love, even as their Father. They reprove those whom they believe wrong, but they put away all evil speaking, and take account only of the lovely things. They never mention a true vile report or pass on an evil story that possibly after all may be much exaggerated or altogether untrue."

Then she tells how, when she was first saved, she had a great injury done to her by a person who hurt her physically. She lay on her couch thinking she must tell her husband. But the Spirit whispered, "Love covers," and she saw that she must not tell even her own husband. Years went by, and whenever the Spirit of God said, "Love covers," the wrong passed away and she had peace. She tells how again another injury was done to her, and she cried out to God in agony for the power to obey His injunction, "Love covereth." She said she couldn't sleep, but mentally she dug a grave and excavated it deep, and put in that evil, and shoveled in the clods. "Then," she said, "sweet sleep came. Love covered again!"

What a wonderful thing to know that love covers! That is the life of blessing, to be able to speak no evil of anybody, but to cover up every wrong and injury. That will do away with gossip and whispering.

Do you have the love of Jesus that covers everything? He has that power for us, if we but take it. Let us draw nigh unto Him Who is Himself PARDON for our sins, PURITY for our daily lives, and POWER to go on and on living for Him, as He lives through us. Will you draw nigh unto Him for such blessing? Will you do it?

PAGE  
1

