MAN GOETH TO HIS LONG HOME
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Ecclesiastes Chapter 12

Will you turn with me now to the wonderful Book of Ecclesiastes, chapter 12, and we will study togeth​er the first seven verses. Commenta​tors are generally agreed that this is an allegory on Death. We have here a vivid description of the decay of old age. But we will see the victory that Christ gives. 

"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, 1 have no pleasure in them;

"While the sun, or the light, or the moon, of the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain:

"In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened,

"And the doors shall be shut in the streets when the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of music shall be brought low;

"And when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, the desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about in the streets:

"Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern.

"Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it."

Then verse 13, the summation:

"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil."

Now commentators of the Bible down through the years have felt that this chapter of Ecclesiastes brings to us an allegory of Death and of the decay of the natural faculties in the time of old age. Now we are not bringing this from a pessimistic viewpoint, but from an optimistic viewpoint. But let us be realistic and realize that we are not getting any younger day by day. Paul speaks in the Word of "desiring to be clothed upon with our body which is from heaven." Paul also speaks of himself as "Paul the aged," facing death without any defeat whatsoever.

Now this says, "Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth." The days of thy YOUTH! If I am speaking now to any young person, let me urge you to GIVE YOUR YOUTH TO GOD. Make the most of your young days. Don't fritter them away! Don't be careless! Be earnest and honest. Have the joys that come with youth, but don't go the ways of sin. For God says to put away evil from thy flesh; childhood and youth are vanity. Remember your God, your Creator, in the days of your youth. He is One Who gives you life and everything good that you enjoy.

Now the writer contrasts the days of youth with the days of old age. When it speaks here of the days of old age as being "evil" the thought is not of "sin", but of the “decay” of physical man. 

Youth is "when the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them." Sometimes when people advance into old age, they say, "Lord, take me Home. My days are finished. My work is ended. I don't want to be burdensome, and I am ready to go, so Lord, if it be Thy will, take me Home. I have no pleasure in these last days." This is, the pleasure of a full‑orbed life. That is the thought we have here.

Youth is when "the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened." In old age there is often a decay in the powers and faculties of the mind. Everything begins to grow dim.

Then he speaks of youth as the time when the clouds do not return after the rain. Clouds return after the rain, to the aged.

"In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble." This is, when the arms and hands, which keep the body, shall tremble with age. The arms and hands guard the body and protect it; they shall tremble.

"The strong men shall bow themselves." The strong men bend forward now, tottering with age.

"The grinders shall cease because they be few, and those that look out of the window be darkened." The loss of teeth. Then "looking out of the windows" speaks of intelligence, the eye, observing.  "The doors shall be shut in the street." Cessation of activity, no more coming out. The doors are closed.

"He shall rise up at the voice of the bird." The slightest noise shall awaken old people. Irritability at sounds.

"The daughters of music shall be brought low." Decay in the power of hearing. Often the power of hearing is gone.

"They become afraid at that which is high." High places. Steps. Fear of falling,

"Desire shall fail." Desires gradually are eliminated. His wants are fewer and fewer. He is ready to go back to meet his God.

"Man goeth to his long home." The other day I was driving home and had to stop my car to let a funeral procession go by. There was the hearse, and the car following slowly, people going out to pay their respects in memory of the deceased. Every day funeral processions go to the cemeteries. Everyday people DIE. Every hour people DIE. Souls go on into Eternity. Man goeth to his Long Home. What is waiting out there? HOMES! Our homes are what we make them. It will be a heavenly home or a home in hell. It must be one of the two.

"Mourners go about the streets." Old age is the time when people are expected, sooner or later, to die. And there are mourners. But even mourners may forget after a while. Thank God, there is One who never forgets, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. God is the Eternal Friend. He never fails. When others forget, God still remembers. He goes with us, even through Death itself.

"The silver cord is loosed." The Cord of Life itself is snapped.

"The golden bowl shall be broken." The golden bowl that holds life is broken. "The pitcher be broken at the fountain." "The wheel be broken at the cistern." The pitcher of life; the wheel of life.

"Then shall the dust return to earth as it was." That is the body. God made these bodies of dust, and to dust they shall return.

"And the spirit return to God who gave it." The spirit, which shall never die, shall return to God. After old age, and after death, then--‑the Face of God! We shall see Him face to face, HIM WHO GAVE US LIFE. That time is coming to you, friend.

Now let us look at the New Testament contrast to this picture, in the preaching of the Apostle Paul! Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, is REJOICING, saying, "For me to die is gain! "Absent from the body means present with the Lord." "I have a de​sire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better." No tears for Paul! No shrinking, no darkness! He is walking with God and it is getting brighter and brighter. The path of the righteous is as the dawning light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day, when he walks into the Presence of God. Oh, to go into the Presence of God, and be with Him! We need not have fear, if we are a Christian, for to die is to see the Face of our Saviour and to be for​ever with Him. Oh, the glorious fu​ture of the child of God--‑his path gets brighter and brighter and leads on into the Presence of God!

Do you have fears about death? You need not have, if you are a Christian, for death will only be a Going Home to the Father's House to be "forever with the Lord." That will be the most glorious moment in our lives--‑when we see His Face and are "At Home" with our Lord Jesus Christ!

But perhaps someone listening to me will say, "I do have fears about death, for I know I am not ready to meet God." Well, you CAN be ready. You can have no fears. You can look forward to that moment with joy and anticipation. How? By realizing that you are a sinner and that you can't save yourself, and then by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, Who died on the cross 2,000 years ago and paid for your sins. He has al​ready cleared the way for you to go to Heaven and if you will just believe and accept what He has done for you and own Him as your Sav​iour, He will come into your heart and give you the New Birth and you can KNOW that when that heart stops beating and your body becomes cold in death, YOU will be rejoicing in His Presence, where there are joys forever more. And if you don't ac​cept Him? Then there is nothing but Hell awaiting you when you die! An awful, awful eternity in Hell, shut out from the Presence of God and shut up in the presence of the devil, forever. Oh, won't you turn to the Lord Jesus Christ, look to Him and believe on Him and receive Him as Your Saviour before it is too late. Will you do it? Will you do it?
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