MAKE THEE AN ARK!

Jesse M. Hendley

Genesis 6-9

"Make thee an ark." MAKE THEE AN ARK! You will recognize that this is the story of the Flood, Genesis 6 through 9. God said to Noah, "Make thee an ark."

I want to call your attention today to the SOLEMN MESSAGE God gave un​to Noah. It was that God would JUDGE the world. We read that the earth was corrupt before God, that the earth was filled with violence. God looked upon the earth. And God said unto Noah, "The end of all flesh is come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them within the earth. MAKE THEE AN ARK." I will destroy; make thee an ark! What a SOLEMN message God gave to Noah! A message of JUDG​MENT! "I will DESTROY." It was a very terrible message.

I am conscious of the fact that a lot of people will say, "Ah, you're not going to talk about the Flood, are you? That's an old fogey message. Nobody BELIEVES that."

Well, we'd BETTER believe it. Not only in the Bible but everywhere we turn we find evidences of the Flood. Some years ago people laughed at the idea of there ever being a man by the name of Abraham, and that he came from a city called Ur of the Chaldees. They said, "Ur of the Chaldees? There was no such city!" But since then, Ur of the Chaldees has been DUG UP. Many things have been discovered to PROVE THE ACCURACY of the BI​BLE. When archaeologists were digging through the ruins of the various lay​ers of earth, they came to layers of cities, built successively one upon the other, as centuries and millenniums went by. Finally they came down to the very last city, and they found that the earliest founders of that city, the Sumerians, were wiped out BY A FLOOD, which they said could not have been brought about except by the great judgment of the flood as found in the Book of Genesis. They found a great clay waterbank eight feet thick, the deposit that a GREAT FLOOD had laid. Eight feet of mud, from a flood that WIPED out that earlier civiliza​tion. They said that no RIVER in the world could have left a deposit like that. It was without a question THE JUDGMENT OF THE FLOOD. They found, on the HIGHEST MOUNTAINS, the remains of marine life, evidences of the receding waters OF THE FLOOD! There is evidence everywhere. Nearly every civilization and race of people have some sort of story verbally and orally that has been handed down from generation to generation of the judg​ment of the FLOOD. Such records are found among people who didn't even know anything about the Bible. Friends, it is a solemn fact that God DID bring a FLOOD OF WATERS upon the earth.

What a solemn message God gave to Noah! "Make thee an ark. Tell the people, Noah, that because the earth has corrupted itself and every imagina​tion of man's heart is evil continually, I am going to be FORCED to judge the earth. I am going to give them 120 years to repent, and I want you to preach to them. YOU WARN THEM of the coming judgment of the flood."

What a solemn message! " I WILL DESTROY!" Now that doesn't MEAN anything when man says it. But WHEN GOD SAYS IT, HE KEEPS HIS WORD.

Notice how the message was re​ceived. First of all, Noah BELIEVED God. He believed God MEANT what He said, and he went out preaching. He was very lonely, this preacher that God calls "a preacher of righteousness." He was a lonely man, but he was faithful to the Word of God! Noah BELIEVED GOD. He believed what God SAID. He RECEIVED the message. It moved his heart! This was something he had not yet seen! The sun was SHINING. Wickedness was abound​ing. The world was holding high car​nival. There was a big time of enter​tainment beyond that of the present age in which we are living, and WE TODAY are headed in the same direc​tion, without a doubt! I say to you, my friends, it is a SOLEMN FACT that we are living in days when the NIGHTCLUBS are coming into our LIVING ROOMS! Noah believed God and that God would KEEP HIS WORD His solemn message. When GOD speaks, we dare not discount it. We believe what He says!

But the majority of people then did not believe and the majority of people TODAY do not believe the Word of God. There are a group of people who call themselves atheists. They say, "We don't believe in God. We don't believe there is a God. We have searched all nature and we cannot find any evi​dence that there is such a Being as God." Such people are called ATHE​ISTS. Then there is another group called AGNOSTICS. They say, "We be​lieve there MAY be a God. We are NOT SURE. We don't KNOW. WE are not-knowers. We simply don't know. So we won't be worried about some​thing we don't know anything about." And they leave it there. There is an​other group, those who say, "God is TOO GOOD to bring JUDGMENT!" And isn't that what we find in "relig​ion" today? The main religious teach​ing today is that "God is so good," you know, that He will NEVER PUN​ISH the world. They say "Don't talk to us about JUDGMENT. Don't talk to us about God wiping out the human race. We don't believe it! GOD IS TOO GOOD to punish sin."

God have MERCY on us, friends! God IS good; don't misunderstand me. But the REASONING is totally faulty. I want to remind you that GOD DID WIPE OUT the entire human race one time because of sin, because they didn't get right with Him! And anybody who says, "God is too good to punish SIN," simply doesn't believe the Bible, Old Testament and New!

Someone says, "That judgment is in the OLD Testament; and I accept the NEW Testament. I accept the Sermon on the Mount." But you will find the word "hell" mentioned by Jesus IN THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, my friends.

Somebody else comes along and says, as people said to Noah in his day, "God cannot destroy the world! He isn't big enough. He might cause the rivers to overflow and the valleys to be underwater, but God is not big enough to send A FLOOD that will destroy THE WORLD. Why, the very idea of the hills and the MOUNTAINS being COVERED WITH WATER! NO! May​be a little flood to cover the meadows, but to COVER THE MOUNTAINS? That's INCREDIBLE."

Somebody else comes along and says, "I do believe God is Almighty. I be​lieve He is ABLE to do it. But I be​lieve that there will NOT BE a flood, Noah, Your preaching is wrong, be​cause there NEVER HAS been a time when God has wiped out the entire human race, so from that, I deduce there NEVER WILL be. There NEVER HAS BEEN the destruction of the human race and there NEVER WILL be.

That is what people have said to ME, when I have preached THE WORD OF GOD, trying to WARN precious souls! They say, "No, God won't burn the earth with fire. God is not going to send people to HELL. That has never happened, and it never will. God is not going to BURN UP this world."

Well, THE NEW TESTAMENT SAYS HE WILL! The Old Testament said that He DROWNED the world one time, and the New Testament SAYS HE IS GOING TO BURN IT UP WITH FIRE.

Somebody says, of Noah, "Noah MUST be wrong, because he is in the MINORITY." Noah certainly WAS in the minority! Just himself. Maybe Mrs. Noah didn't believe him at first. Maybe his sons didn't believe their father at first. But they gradually came around TO BELIEVE. And the only ones whom Noah WON to the Lord were his own family, that's all. Nobody else! One of our great preachers has said, when he doesn't see the fruitage in his ministry that he would like to see that he goes back and reads the story of Noah. Noah was FAITHFUL to the Word of God, and he didn't get very many converts, just those in his im​mediate family. Nevertheless, the New Testa-ment calls him "a faithful preach​er of righteous-ness." Noah was a preacher of righteousness!

What kind of preacher DO YOU want?

Here is a church that says, "We don't WANT an evangelistically-minded preacher who will "win souls'!" All right, your CHILDREN will go to hell; they surely will.

Here is a church that says, "We don't WANT a man to come and preach `the Word of God,' we want somebody who will preach psychiatry to us. We want someone to come and tell us how to FEEL GOOD, and BE HAPPY." It is a very strange thing, but the more that preaching is being done, the LESS HAPPY the world becomes. My friends, there is no true happiness apart from RIGHTNESS WITH GOD.

What kind of preacher do you want? "We want a preacher who will stand up and TEACH, but not make us DO. We just want to KNOW, in our heads, the doctrines of the Bible. We don't want our lives CHANGED." Listen. No preacher is truly A PREACHER, unless he is a preacher OF RIGHTEOUS​NESS! NO MAN can be said to be right with God, and go to heaven, IF HE ISN'T right. No man can be HAPPY, if he isn't right with God, and right with his fellowman. Paul said, "I ex​ercise myself to have a conscience void of offense toward God and toward man.” Toward God first, then toward man. Repentance toward God, and

faith toward the Lord Jesus is what the Apostle Paul preached. Ah, friends, today we need PREACHERS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS!

Go back and read Moses. He was a preacher OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Go back and read Amos. He was a preacher OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Go back and read Hosea. They called him a prophet of love, a weeping pro​phet. He was, but he was a preacher of RIGHTEOUSNESS! YOU READ THE WORD, and you will find that every prophet of God was a prophet OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. Righteousness is LIVING RIGHT in the eyes of God. What's wrong with the human race? Men are LIVING WRONG in the eyes of God. God has given us a REVELATION. God has given us INSTRUC​TION about how to live happily here and hereafter. What do we do? Pay no attention to it! Or, if we do pay attention to it, we fail to LIVE it. The Lord Jesus, you remember, said that it isn't the people who simply HEAR the Word of God, but those who DO His will that shall be blessed and shall be saved. We talk about "believing." But BELIEVING that doesn't result in a life of RIGHTEOUSNESS is no be​lieving at all! It isn't SAVING belief. It isn't SAVING faith. SAVING faith is the faith that leads us to REPENT OF SIN and to LIVE RIGHT in the eyes of God.

Well, NOAH was a preacher of righteousness! He went out and preach​ed and thundered against sin and told people that God was going to have to punish them for their sins, but that God would give them A SPACE OF REPENTANCE. God would give them 120 years to repent. Noah said, "Re​pent of your sins, and God will save you from the judgment of the flood." That was the preaching of righteous​ness.

But, do you know what they did? How did they receive it? They DIDN'T! If the people then were like they are today, they had motion pictures made up to MOCK Noah, the old man with the long white beard with his story about the "coming judgment of a FLOOD," and they laughed and sang! When D. L. Moody went to Britain, there was a group of people on the stage who made up a little ditty making fun of Moody and Sankey. They made up a little song and sang it on the stage, making fun of A MAN OF GOD who was one of the GREATEST MEN of all time! I don't know where those people are today. If they didn't RE​PENT of their sins, they are in hell. But I KNOW WHERE D. L. MOODY IS! I know where MILLIONS of peo​ple are, who were INFLUENCED by his life! Moody has influenced my own life. I'd rather be a D. L. Moody, A PREACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, any day in the world, than to go the way of this high-carnival world we are living in today. Back in Noah's day, whatever the equivalent of the theatre was, undoubtedly they MADE FUN of the old preacher who was building AN ARK yonder, a big SHIP ON DRY LAND, 500 feet long and 80 feet wide and 50 feet high, and saying, "God is going to send A FLOOD, and this ship will ride away from this place, be lifted by waters, and will RIDE ABOVE THE TOPS OF THE MOUN​TAINS, and will preserve in safety and security those who are in the IN​SIDE!" Boy, they really made fun of Noah. The papers? They called him, "This crazy, maniacal prophet." May I remind you, friends, that they called JESUS crazy? They said, "He is mad." His own loved ones said it. May I re​mind you that they called THE APOS​TLE PAUL "mad"? May I remind you that they called THE PROPHETS OF GOD "mad"?

Well, somebody IS mad. SOME​BODY is crazy. If the God who sits in heaven is going to punish sin, if God is going to destroy this world, if there is a hell for those who are outside of Christ, if there is a Saviour who died for our sins and His blood is the only way to get sins forgiven, and faith in Him and a godly, holy life is EVI​DENCE of that faith, either those who BELIEVE THAT AND PREACH IT are mad, OR THOSE WHO DON'T BELIEVE and are living for this world and for self are mad. SOMEBODY is crazy.

The papers undoubtedly jibed at Noah. I don't know, maybe they had an excursion up and down the river and would sell tickets to come and see Noah and his ark. "Come and see the old man! Come see the boat he is building! Come see the crazy prophet who says God is going to DROWN THE WORLD! Look how the sun is shining. The sky is BLUE! We feel the heat of the sun upon us. Everything is wonderful. We are making more money than we've ever made in all our lives. The economic situation is wonder​ful." Some scientist probably put in the paper, "I have scanned the heavens WITH MY TELESCOPE, and I can't see any evidence of any breaking up of waters and the coming of any flood that would drown the world."

No, the world WENT ON AS US​UAL. That is what Jesus meant when He said, speaking of HIS SECOND COMING, "As in the days of the flood, so shall it be in the days of the coming of the Son of Man. They were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah en​tered into the ark, and THE FLOOD CAME and took them, on the outside, all AWAY. So SHALL IT BE in the days of the Coming of the Son of Man."

Eating and drinking? What's wrong with that? Nothing, except that GOD is not honored. What's wrong with marriage? Marrying and giving in mar​riage? Nothing, except that GOD is not being honored. The marriage that doesn't HONOR GOD is doomed for failure and judgment! Eating and drinking, the physical life that is main​tained, WITHOUT GOD, is headed for JUDGMENT. I say to you, my friends, that THERE IS COMING A DAY OF JUDGMENT!

The world went on AS USUAL in the days of the Flood. Sports? They had their sports. Businessmen? Astrono​mers? Even the carpenters that built the building undoubtedly jibed and laughed and said, "Old man Noah says the world's coming to an end, ha, ha, ha!"

But, the day of the Flood CAME, and God told Noah and his family to GET INTO THE ARK. And those car​penters that nailed the nails had to watch their own children drown, and their wives, and they themselves drowned. The scientific men drowned! The business men drowned! The sports​men drowned! The entertainers drowned! The theatre people who had laughed at Noah DROWNED! Yes, and only Noah-who BELIEVED GOD​ and his three sons and their wives, were SAFE WITHIN THE ARK. GOD TOOK CARE OF THEM, in the time of JUDGMENT.

My beloved friends, I am not through with this message. But I hope you will BELIEVE IT! BELIEVE GOD'S WORD! GET INTO THE ARK! The only Ark is JESUS CHRIST! And get your family in. Be SAVED, before it is TOO LATE.
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