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Luke 10:25

Friends, I want you to turn with me now to the 10th chapter of the Gospel of Luke, verse 25.

What we need, more than anything else is revival, and we remember that song with those blessed words, “Let the work begin in me!” It must begin in us. In a recent revival a man said, “You know, I hadn't thought much about winning souls until these mornings when you have been teaching us who are Christians about winning souls.” He said, “I was lying in my bed the other night and it was late, almost midnight, and I thought about a nephew of mine who was lost. I thought I'd call him and ask him if he would come with me to the meeting the next night. A voice said to me, “It's too late now. Put it off.” But I knew that that was the voice of the devil saying, “Put it off.” So I just picked up the telephone beside my bed and called him, and he said, “I'll come.” That young boy came and I had the joy of leading him to the Lord Jesus Christ. This man said, “Preacher, if I hadn't been stirred about soul‑winning, I would have never called that boy. I never would have gone out of my way. But I WAS stirred, and that was a soul saved.” Think about it. A soul was saved because someone had a little courage, a little boldness. 

Oh, friends, listen. Aren't souls dying because we are not courageous enough? Souls of our own loved ones are perishing! Oh, let the revival begin in me! If it is to begin in any of us, we must be ready to DO what Jesus TELLS us to do. A man at the close of a meeting said, “I drove 40 miles tonight and brought two friends to this meeting that they might be saved, and they are in the inquiry room now, on their knees, coming to Jesus. I am planning to bring others on Sunday.” You see, there was another man working at it. He wanted the revival to begin in him. If you and I are the kind of Christians we ought to be, we will have compassion for these souls. We will seek them for the Lord Jesus. It is important to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and to give medicine to the sick. All these things are wonderful, but the most needful thing in the world is to reach souls with the love of Christ and give them the message they need.

Now the 10th chapter of the Gospel of Luke, verse 25: “And behold a certain lawyer stood up and tempted Him saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” There is a contradiction of the terms there. You do not “do” anything to “inherit.” Eternal life is a gift. What shall I DO to inherit---?”  A young man doesn't do anything to inherit his father's estate. It falls to him naturally, because he is the son. He is an heir because of his relationship! It is a gift from the father to Him. He doesn't have to work to obtain it. As a son, he falls heir to it and it becomes his automatically, when he is of age. And so you see there is a contradiction in the mind of this lawyer.

This lawyer was not the kind of lawyer we know today, one who handles legal matters. A lawyer in the New Testament was one who was versed in the Law of God, one who knew the laws of God and taught them. They were the “Bible teachers” of their day, and this man was trained in the Law, or the sacred Scriptures. He knew much of it from memory, and yet, he comes to Jesus testing Him with this question:  "Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said unto him, “What is written in the law? How readest thou?” And he answering said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.”

Jesus always refers them to the law, because if you want to be saved by DOING, you have got to DO and KEEP the law of God perfectly, all your life! Jesus said unto Him, “Thou has answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.” The emphasis of the preceding passage is on the word, “all.” You say, “Preacher, I have loved God all my life.” But you haven't loved Him with your entire spiritual being. You haven't loved Him with all your mind (with all your mental capacity). You haven't loved Him with all your strength, with all your physical service. There is the thing that condemns us! Never a man lived who loved God completely. Only Jesus loved Him like that. Jesus, the God‑man.

No human being has ever loved God for a whole lifetime with all their heart, soul, mind and strength. This love means to love God completely, absolutely, entirely, to the uttermost, with every fiber of our being! We may love God, but none of us ever measure up to this love! We never have, never will. Therefore when we come to this law of God, we are condemned. We fall far short of it. We not only fail to keep it but we cannot keep it. But, thank God, we can put our faith in Jesus and accept His Blood in atonement for our sins and let Him become our Saviour. If a person can love God with all his heart, soul, mind and strength, that person doesn't need Jesus, for he has fulfilled the Law But he cannot possibly keep that law! This lawyer and the Pharisees claimed to love God. They didn't think they needed Jesus at all. They thought they were all right. So Jesus sent them to the law, which they thought they were keeping. Jesus said, “This DO, and thou shalt live.”

But the lawyer, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” Willing to justify himself! Still counting himself righteous! Still saying, “I'm all right without Jesus!” Many people today are saying, “I don't need Jesus. I don't need to repent. I don't need to confess my sins. I'm all right. I'm a good person. I've never broken the law. I haven't murdered anybody. I haven't done anything wrong.” They think they are safe! But friends, listen, ALL of us are condemned by verse 27. We SHOULD love the Lord, our God, with all we are and have, but none of us do! No man living does, and every one of us, without a single exception, need a Saviour because we have broken God's law. 

The lawyer was willing to justify himself, so Jesus gave him a parable in answer to his question, “Who is my neighbor?” “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment and wounded him and departed leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that way, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side.” He left him right there. A priest! Now of all men that should have had the heart of God, the heart of mercy, the heart of love, it ought to have been the priest as he was nearest to God in point of service and in point of privilege. But he was not. If there was a man in the city of Jerusalem, coming down to Jericho, who should have had mercy on this poor, wretched man in need, it, ought to have been the priest. But when he saw him, he passed by on the other side! It wasn't ignorance. He saw the need, but he just passed by. He “steered clear of it.” Indifference. He didn't care. He had no mercy in his heart.

“Likewise, a Levite when he was at the place came and looked on him and passed by on the other side.” Priest and Levite!

“But a certain Samaritan." The Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans, for the Samaritans were a hated, despised race of Gentiles. As the Samaritan journeyed, he “came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him.” Beloved, we are like God when we have compassion, when we show mercy, when we have love for mankind. Do not say for a moment that you have the heart of God if you can see this world today, with its need, and not pray and not do all you can to help lift this world toward God, out of its need toward the Lord. A person who KNOWS will not be hard, will not be harsh, but will be sympathetic, will be loving, will be compassionate, will be merciful.

So this despised Samaritan proved immediately that he was nearer to God than the pious priest and the Levite, the Jewish religious leaders. So when the Samaritan saw this poor man in his desperation, he had compassion on him, “and he went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.” I love to read that! Whatever his bills are, take care of him and I will take care of the debt! I'll take care of the bills! The reason I love that so much is that I owed a great debt to God, a debt I couldn't pay. But the Lord Jesus said, “Father, forgive him and I'll take care of his debts. I'll pay the bills.” That cost Jesus His very Blood to pay my bills so I can go to Heaven! It cost Him His Blood to pay YOUR bills. His Blood! But He paid it. He didn't hesitate. He paid our debt in full. He said, “Lord, let Jess go. I don't want him in Hell. I want him in Heaven. I'll pay his bills.” And He laid down the price---His own Life.

Say, are you going to turn a deaf ear to this truth and say, “I don't want Jesus, I don't care anything about Him. I'll go on living the old life. I'll go the ways of the world. I'll give up Jesus?” You can't do it. You dare not do it! When you see Him loving your soul and giving the Blood of His own heart to pay your debt, to keep you out of Hell, so you can come to Heaven, you'll say, “Lord, I'm yours, lock, stock and barrel, from this moment on! I'll trust YOU! I'll serve you! I'll cling to YOU whatever may come!” You can't help respond to Jesus if there's an ounce of GRATITUDE in your heart. If there's any concern, if you are human, if you have any heart at all, you will have to say, “Lord, I'm yours from this moment on. You are my Saviour.” WHAT A PRICE YOU'D HAVE HAD TO PAY IF JESUS HAD NOT PAID IT FOR YOU! It would have meant Eternal Hell for you. And if you reject His Blood as atonement to God for your sins, it STILL means Hell, according to the warning of God in His Word.

Now Jesus asked this lawyer a question about the parable “Which now of these three thinkest thou was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.” Which was the neighbor? Which was the friend that showed the true spirit? The man that showed mercy. The man that did the merciful thing. Listen, friends, Jesus is teaching us in this parable that God loves man, and when we love man, we are like God. We love man, too, if we have the heart of God. It IS important to feed the hungry and clothe the naked and take care of the sick and the needy and the dying, but the greatest thing in the world is to save their souls! The greatest thing is to bring men to the Lord Jesus Christ, to bring them to the place where they know that. Jesus paid the debt that they might live for all Eternity.

I was speaking on Soul‑Winning in a certain town and a few days later as I had a meal with a friend, he said, “I couldn't sleep after that message. I didn't get to sleep till early morning. I tossed and I tumbled.”

I asked, “What was wrong?”

He said, “Well, I hadn't been faithful. I hadn't cared for the souls of men as Jesus would have me care, and I couldn't sleep until I promised God that I wouldn't let a day go by without speaking to some soul about Jesus.” Then he smiled and said, “You know, preacher, I picked up a young man in my car the next day and he accepted Jesus before we had gone very far. God gave me the first soul that I spoke to about Jesus!”

Friends, today you and I have failed to love God with all we have. We have broken God's laws. But Jesus said He would pay the price. Jesus said, "I'll go to the cross, and I will die for him. I will pour out my Blood in order that he might come to Heaven and be with Me eternally.”

Will you bow your head and say, “I have failed you, Lord, but from this day on, I will trust You, I will serve You.” Will you do it? God bless you!
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