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John Chapter 14

I remember when I was converted, some twenty‑two years ago, and I often think back to that marvelous experience with God. I had a Bible in my hand. I realized that this Book, the Bible, is THE BOOK OF GOD. I fell in love with the Bible! I began to read it, and I just didn't have enough time to study it! I'd arise early in the morning, ​ I'd set my alarm clock-‑‑and study it. I read it on the streetcar. I took time out of my lunch period to read it. My thoughts were constantly on this wonderful BOOK OF GOD. When I rode home from work, I read the Bible. To my thirsting soul, the Bible was like refreshing waters! I LOVED the Word of the Living God.

You know, that is a thing that makes me feel concerned about some Chris​tians: they say they are saved, but they seem to care little about the Word, that reveals to them THEIR salvation! I just wonder, does God give one man a LOVE for the Word and another seemingly no concern for it? I don't think so. What God gives a preacher; He can give to anybody else. I some​times tremble about this, friends. For when the Spirit of God comes into your heart, He leads you to the Bible to read it and love it. You love it with all your soul. I can say honestly that in these twenty‑two years, the most glor​ious TREASURE I have had has been my Bible! Oh, the blessed hours I have spent in it! And it is just as sweet to me today as it was back then when I first met the Lord. When my eyes fell on the pages of His Holy Book, He gave me a love for it.

It's all God's Word, from beginning to end. The Old Testament is the Word of God; the New Testament is the Word of God. You must rightly study it, to be sure. But the same God is there in the Old, as in the New. It is all precious.

But if someone asked me, "If you had to choose between the Old Testa​ment and the New, which would you choose?" I'd say, "The New Testament. Why? Because it is the new Covenant that God gave to His people since the LORD JESUS CHRIST came. The New Testament points out so very, very clearly the WAY TO GOD AND HEAV​EN, SALVATION and ETERNAL LIFE.

The New Testament is divided into four parts: the BIOGRAPHICAL--‑in​cluding Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. These writers give the biography of the life, of the Lord Jesus. They give his life and teachings.

Then the Book of Acts gives us the early HISTORY of the church. There is a wonderful exposition there on the doings of the Apostles. They were called "apostolic" days.

Then we have the EPISTLES or letters. The letters of Paul, John, Peter, James, Jude. These were letters written to the early Christian church.

There is one book in the New Testa​ment that is entirely PROPHETICAL in its nature, the book of the Revelation. There are many prophecies in the New Testament, but this book is entirely prophetical.

Now if you should say, "Which would you choose: the biographical, the his​torical, the epistolary, or the propheti​cal?" I would say, "Give me the bio​graphical." Give me the four Gospels. Give me Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and their writings about the Lord Jesus Christ! Why? Because nowhere else do we so learn about Him. They give His life and His teachings. I want to know ABOUT JESUS above everything else.

Now if someone should say, "There are four Gospels: which would you choose?" Well, there is the Gospel of Matthew, written by Matthew, the pub​lican. The Gospel of Mark, written by John Mark. The Gospel of Luke, writ​ten by the beloved physician, Luke. And then there is the Gospel of John, writ​ten by that apostle who lived so close to the heart of Christ, and to whom was given the marvelous Revelation of Christ (the book of Revelation) and his Gospel is called the greatest book in all the world. If I had to choose, I would say without hesitating, "Give me the Gospel of John." I say that be​cause John wrote everything necessary to show us the way to heaven. He clear​ly points out the Plan of Salvation. I wish everyone knew the Gospel of John! There are just 21 chapters. I wish everyone would spend SIX MONTHS just reading the Gospel of John! May I suggest something to you, right now, in passing? It will be a rich blessing to you. Sit down and read three chapters in the Gospel of John EACH DAY. In one week, you will fin​ish the Gospel. Then do it again the next week. Then repeat it the next week. If you keep it up for six months, you will be a different person! That is, if you THINK while you read, and if you PRAY while you read.

John wants you to know that JESUS is THE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD. He wants you to know that you may have LIFE through His Name. John wants you to know that you can be SAVED just by believing in HIM. He just wants you to know Jesus! That's why I would take the Gospel of John in preference to the other Gospels, if I had to choose. If you decide to read three chapters a day, won't you write me, and tell me what it has meant to you after a while? See what it will mean to you.

Now if someone asked me which part of JOHN I would choose, I'd say the latter part. Chapters 14 to 21. They give to us the last hours of the Lord Jesus, before He died on the Cross, then His dying on the Cross, His resur​rection from the dead and His ascen​sion into Glory. Oh, these marvelous chapters! What they will mean to you if you read them prayerfully and thoughtfully, over and over again! What God will do for you as you remember that these are the WORDS OF GOD.

Then, if someone said, "What chap​ter, what ONE chapter, out of these chapters, would you take?" Give me John 14, because here we have every​thing we need to know to have peace. Jesus says, "Let not your heart be troubled. Ye believe in God. Believe also in Me. In My Father's House are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself, that where I am, ye may be also." Jesus says, "Trust Me. I won't let you down. I'll take care of you in life and in death. I will bring you safely Home to Heaven, to the Father's House. If you'll only believe in God, if you'll only believe in Me, I will come again and receive you unto Myself, that where I am, ye may be also. We will live together forever."

Oh, friend, do you know Him? Have you been to Jesus in holy prayer? Have you poured out your heart to Him, confessing all sin in your life, and re​ceiving His blessed forgiveness? Have you seen Him, the Son of the Living God, going all the way to pay the price of REDEMPTION for you, by the shedding of His blood on the Cross? Have you found peace in Him? If you have not, won't you go alone and kneel, and call on His Name, confessing all your sin to Him and claiming the prom​ise, "Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out." And, "Whosoever calleth upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved." "There is one Mediator be​tween God and Man; Christ Jesus." "Whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life." Will you put your personal trust in Him today? Jesus said, "I am THE WAY." There is no other way. "I am the Truth." He will not deceive you. His Word is true. "I am the Life." All other ways lead but to death. Jesus alone can give you salvation. Will you do it?
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