LIVING FOR JESUS

Jesse M. Hendley

Romans Chapter 14

Friends, do you realize that as we live for the Lord a transformation is taking place in our lives everyday? Or, if we fail to live for Him, there is a transformation. It is either downward or it is upward. It is more angelic or it is more devilish, one of the two. Down here on earth there may be a poor, little old woman, in her lonely cottage, suffering greatly, wrinkled and haggard with age; but over in the glory she will have the face of an angel, bright and beautiful. The reason is that in spite of her circumstances, she is rich toward God, rich in her spirit. She lives the CHRIST‑like life. She has faith toward God.

Now let us look at Romans 14. The first thing we read about is WEAK FAITH. “He that is weak in faith, receive ye, yet not for decision of scruples.” Then he goes on to say something about EATING. “One man hath faith to eat all things, but he that is weak eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth set at naught him that eateth not; let not him that eateth not, judge him that eateth, for God hath received him. Who art thou that judgest the servant of another? To his own lord, he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be made to stand for the Lord hath power to make him stand. One man esteemeth one day above another, and another esteemeth every day alike. Let each man be fully assured in his own mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord. He that eateth, eateth unto the Lord, for he giveth God thanks. He that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth not thanks. For none of us liveth to himself, and none dieth to himself. For whether we live, we live unto the Lord. Whether we die, we die unto the Lord. Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end, Christ died and lived again, that he might be the LORD, both of the dead and of the living.”

There is a passage, which begins with the expression of WEAK FAITH. Now there are three classes of people in the world today. First, people of NO FAITH: people, who reject Christ, do not come to Him as Saviour, no faith in the Bible. If these people had faith, they would act on it. Anyone who does not, has no faith. Then, WEAK FAITH. “Him that is weak in the faith, receive ye.” Let us remember that some people are weak in faith. These are people who “worry” about whether they ought to eat this or that, and whether one day is greater than another day. STRENGTH OF FAITH knows that EVERYTHING God sends is blessed. We may eat of anything. Any day is as good as another, because ALL DAYS are to be lived for God. We are not to cause the WEAK IN FAITH to stumble. As best we can we are to help them. Let us be those who are STRONG IN FAITH, people who just go on rejoicing in God, living unto God. Some people believe on Christ, but are fearful and stumbling and worrying and trying to ADD TO God's finished salvation. Now Paul says that our EATING hasn't anything to do with our SPIRITUALITY. Whether we eat a certain thing or not, it makes no difference. Whether you eat meat or not; whether you eat herbs or not; whether you are a vegetarian or not; these have nothing to do with your spirituality whatever. One thing is sure; we are to give thanks to God for our food. God says that here.

The other day my wife and I were sitting in a cafeteria and nearby two ladies sat down and had grace over their food. That whole atmosphere changed for us. We knew there were two Christians sitting over there, believing like we believe, Christians giving thanks to God for the food. How few do that, friends, in these days.

Then we have the solemn truth of INFLUENCE. “For none of us liveth unto himself, and none dieth to himself.” Let us be careful not to cause the man who is weak in faith to stumble. Let us be careful, on the other hand, to build up those who are weak in faith, unto STRONG FAITH. We have an influence, friends, every one of us! Some have greater influence than others. But someone is WATCHING US. It may be a child, or a mother, or a father.

One man said he was led to Christ when, one day, he was walking along in the snow and his little boy was stepping along behind him, watching him. He said, “Son, what are you doing here?” And the little boy said, “Daddy, I am walking in your tracks!”

Well, a father has an influence over his children. Mother, likewise. There is always SOMEONE who is influenced by our lives. We are influencing people, friends, either toward God or away from God. Whether we live, we live unto the Lord; whether we die, we die unto the Lord. Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord's property. We belong to Him. We are His property. He has no other ones to talk about Him. There are no other ones who love Him. If we don't represent Him, who will? Let us remember that we are living in the Presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. Living or dying, we are HIS. We are His own possession. Those of us who are saved and looking forward to living WITH HIM ought to be living FOR HIM now. We ought to be building up others in the Christian faith.

Then, he says, “But thou, why dost thou judge thy brother?” He warns us about judging our fellow Christians. This is a common sin among God's people today. Censoriousness. Unjust criticism of one another. Judging one another. “Why dost thou set at naught thy brother?” Setting someone at naught is judging him, esteeming him as nothing, or as not being a real Christian. What a danger for every one of us! Some people, whom we think are not real Christians, may SHINE LIKE THE STARS on the Other Side.

So he goes on to say, “For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.” God is the One Who will make the decision about it.  “For it is written, as I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess to God.” So then, each one of us shall give an account of himself to God. That Greek word for account is LOGOS. It means “a reason, an accounting, an itemized statement.” We are going to come into the Presence of the Lord with our own lives and give an account of why we lived as we did. Now this hasn't anything to do with being saved or lost. This is the judgment of the saved, the Christians, the believers. We have learned that the chief theme of Romans is simple FAITH in the LORD JESUS. NOTHING ELSE. Now let us not forget that we shall give an account of the lives we have lived as Christians. This judgment will not shut us out of heaven, nor will it gain us an entrance into heaven; for we are saved by faith, and not by works But here we GIVE AN ACCOUNT of thoughts, of actions, of works, of deeds, of influences.

Verse 13 here warns us about being “stumbling blocks.” Let us read God's Word and heed it! “Let us not judge one another any more. Let us rather be careful not to put a stumbling block in anyone's way, or an occasion of falling.” You know, I wouldn't want to be guilty of causing someone to stumble on the Christian way! I wouldn't want to be guilty of causing a child to doubt. I want everyone to be encouraged, and to have faith, and to walk on without falling, so they won't hurt themselves or others or Christ or His Cause.

Then, about "eating,” Verse 17. He says that the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking. What you eat or what you drink hasn't anything to do with God's kingdom. “The kingdom of God is righteousness (living right) and peace (peace with God and with your fellowman), and joy in the Holy Spirit.” That's what it is. It is spiritual. It is in the realm of the spiritual, not in the realm of the physical‑‑‑eating and drinking. “For he that herein serveth Christ is well pleasing to God and approved of men.” If we serve God and have peace toward our fellowmen and obey the voice of the Holy Spirit, we will be pleasing to Christ and our fellowmen will know we are real Christians. That's what ought to be said of our lives.

“All things indeed are clean, howbeit it is evil for that man who eateth with offense, but he that doubteth is condemned if he eat because he eateth not of faith. And whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” Then whatever we do, we ought to do it with the full confidence that it is pleasing to the Lord Jesus. If not, that thing is sinful! That is the way you can judge whether a thing is right or wrong. We don't have to go to the preacher and say, “Is it all right for me to go to the shows? Is it all right to read pulp magazines? Or to play cards? Or drink beer and go to cocktail parties?” And all that sort of thing.

A friend of mine told me of a preacher in this very city who thinks nothing of having cocktail parties and having a good time with cards and everything else that goes along with it. So you can't always go by what a preacher says! Thank God, the majority of preachers mean business for the Lord. But friends, you don't have to ask any man, pastor, evangelist or anyone. Here is your rule. The last verse of this 14th chapter. “Whatsoever is not of faith (faith that it is pleasing to Jesus Christ) is sin.” If you do not have perfect contentment that a certain thing is PLEASING to the Lord, let it go!

We learn here too about our influence for Christ. We never know whom our influence touches. Back in the days of D. L. Moody was a notorious burglar by the name of Valentine Burke. He carried a kit and gun, always ready to use them. He had courage born of many desperate jobs. Twenty years of his life, he had spent in prison here and there. He was a big, strong fellow with a hard face and a terrible tongue for swearing, especially at sheriffs and jailors. When Moody was a young man leading a Gospel meeting in St. Louis, one of the big daily papers announced that every word he said was going to be printed. Moody quaked inwardly when he read this. But he made up his mind to weave in a lot of Scripture for the paper to print, and that might count if his own poor words failed. His printed discourses were sprinkled with Bible texts. 

Burke at that time was in the city jail for some offense. Solitary confinement was wearing on him, and he spent his time railing at the guards and cursing the sheriff. Somebody threw a Daily into his cell, and the first thing that caught his eye was a big headline, “HOW THE JAILOR AT PHILIPPI GOT CAUGHT.” Burke sat down with a chuckle to read about the jailor's discomfiture. Somehow the reading had a strange look. It was Moody's sermon of the night before. As he read about Paul and Silas and the great earthquake and the jailor crying, “What must I do to be saved?” he said to himself, “Have the daily papers gotten to printing such stuff?” He looked at the date. Yes, it was the morning paper, fresh from the press. He threw it down with an oath and strode about his cell like a caged lion. After a time, he picked up the paper again and read the sermon. Restlessness grew on him. Again he read the blessed Message. Then a strange something came into the burglar's heart that cut him to the quick. “What does this mean?” he said to himself. “Twenty years or more I've been a burglar, a jail‑bird. I've never felt like this before. What is it to be SAVED, anyway? I've lived a dog's life. I'm getting tired of it. Is there such a thing as a God, as that man is telling about? If so, I am going to find out if it kills me to do it.” 

Toward midnight, after hours of bitter remorse over his wasted life, and with many broken prayers, the first he had prayed since he was a child at his mother's knee, Burke learned that there is a God; One Who is able and willing to blot out the darkest record at one stroke. He found out the wondrous secret of the Cross and how that on that Cross Jesus bore his many sins and put them all away forever. That night, God saved the burglar. He believed the Word of Christ and received everlasting life. Then he waited for daylight, a new creature in Christ. Next morning when the guard came around, Burke had a pleasant word for him, and the man eyed him with wonder. When the sheriff came, Burke greeted him as a friend and told him how he had been led to Christ by reading Moody's sermon. “Jim,” said the sheriff to the guard, “you'd better keep an eye on Burke. He's playing pious, and the first chance he gets, he'll try to get out of here.” When the case came to trial, it failed through some legal entanglement and Burke was released. 

Friendless, in a great city, he became a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, because of the prayers of his mother and other Christian friends, and because Moody knew the influence of the Scriptures sprinkled all through the newspapers.

Friends, how we ought to think on these things. Beginning today, right now, let us be careful of our influence and make all our actions count for Christ, encouraging and uplifting others, helping them on the way, pointing them to Christ and the path that leads to Heaven. Let us surrender ourselves to Him this moment. Will you do it?
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