LET US BEAR THE LIKENESS OF CHRIST

Jesse M. Hendley
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Friends, turn with me, please, to First Corinthians 15, and we are continuing our study of IN ADAM AND IN CHRIST and what it means to us in our resurrection bodies.

We found that Adam was created a living soul, confined to this present world, but it didn't carry with it the sense of the blessings of the resurrection world. Also we found the profound truth that Adam, even in his innocency before the Fall, did not have what God has planned for His people in the resurrection life beyond, which has to do with the Spirit. We found that Christ was made a Life-giving Spirit, and that He gives LIFE to those who believe on Him now.

Let me pause to say that we hear so much emphasis on "Faith.” More emphasis ought to be put on "Life." I've seen that for a long time.

You say, "Well, doesn't faith produce life?"

Yes, it does when it is genuine, but people have corrupted the word "faith" and have made it to mean, "going to church, getting baptized, and going through religious motions." Many a person is going through religious motions today who has not LIFE. They have not received the New Birth.

LIFE comes only from direct contact with JESUS. LIFE comes when we repent of our sins and come humbly to Him and make Him the Lord and Master of our lives in full surrender. The man who has not surrendered to Jesus has not Life. Jesus must be LORD. When we come to Him in our poor, sinful condition, and accept Him as our Lord and Master, and put Him first in our lives henceforth, then He transmits to us His Holy Spirit, gives us the New Birth, His Spirit takes up His residence in our body, and we become "spiritual" people. Jesus gives LIFE. He is the Life‑giving Spirit.

Not only has Jesus given us Life now, BY THE SPIRIT indwelling us, but we found also that THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD will also raise us from the dead. When we die, we do not go alone; THE HOLY SPIRIT is with us. HE is going to raise our physical bodies from the dead, according to Romans 8:11.

Now in First Corinthians 15, verses 47 through 49, we are studying our relationship to these two Adams, the First Adam and the Last Adam. Their history is ours and shall be repeated.

Now in verse 47 we have the Two Men. There are actually only two men in the full sense of the word MAN. I have often said, we are only caricatures of men. The first Man was of the earth, earthy. The Second Man is the Lord from Heaven.

Now let's notice the First Man. This is Adam, of course. We read that he is "of the earth" and "earthy." That is an interesting word. "Of the earth" and "earthy" means "dusty". He is made out of DUST.

The word "of" is the Greek preposition ek, and it denotes source and origin. According to the SOURCE will be the NATURE. The First Man was "of the earth,” and he is "earthy.” He was "out of the dust,” therefore "dusty,” if you want to say it that way.

The Second Man is "out of Heaven.” Christ's HEAVENLY ORIGIN preceded the resurrection. Christ was enabled to become the Last Adam, and the Head of a spiritual and heavenly people because He did not owe His origin to mere natural humanity, but brought it FROM HEAVEN. He had that Quickening Principle which the HUMAN race did not have. He is essentially and originally a HEAVENLY Man. That is the main thought. SOURCE, heaven; therefore, NATURE heavenly.

Adam, confined to earth. Christ, the Man from Heaven, breaks the limitations of earth. The earthman can only bring us earth conditions and earth blessings; but the Heavenly Man, Christ, brings us heavenly conditions and heavenly blessings.

In His Resurrection, Ascension, and present heavenly Life, He proves that His origin is Heaven. He broke the bonds of earth in Resurrection! He assumed the Unlimited for the limited and is in Resurrection glory now. He assumed the Spiritual for the material. He made possible the Eternal for the temporal. JESUS is the Heaven‑Man just as Adam was the Earth‑man.

Now what does this mean to us?

It means this: It was the life that He assumed in Resurrection THAT HE TRANSMITS IN SPIRIT, right now, to us, and WILL TRANSMIT to our bodies in Resurrection‑--to all who descend from Him. So, the Christian Life is the LIVING CHRIST pouring HIS SPIRIT into His own people, now, in the spiritual realm, and He is going to raise these bodies and make them fit vehicles of the Holy Spirit in Resurrection glory! Truly, friends, it is going to be wonderful in the life beyond!

The history of the TWO ADAMS should repeat itself in the believers. The similarity between the progenitor and his descendents is understood. Our blessings are not confined just to us; they are transmitted to our children, in this human life. "Like father like son" is an old saying. "Headship" denotes identity and nature and character.

Now get this, for this is great: Because ADAM was psuchikos (that means "soulish") and choikos (that means "originated in dust or earth"), ALL MEN in their natural state are terrestria, or earth‑bound. (That is, born of our parents, before we were born again.)

And because CHRIST is epiranios (that is "heavenly") and pneumatikos (that is "spiritual"), ALL BELIEVERS are in their supernatural state SPIRITUAL AND HEAVENLY. Their lives are ruled by Spirit‑life force, if we may use that expression.

WE STAND IN DIRECT AND PERSONAL CONNECTION WITH THE SECOND MAN, from Whom we receive THE SPIRIT. And that is what the Christian life IS: it is moment‑by‑moment receiving the

Spirit as Christ gives Him to us, keeping our eyes upon Jesus, looking unto Jesus, the Author and the Finisher of our faith.

Now. In verse 49 we have AN EX​HORTATION that is based on the truth of the Second Adam and our relationship to Him: "As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heaven​ly." That is the King James Version. It is a statement. But according to the best readings of the Greek New Testament, it is an exhortation: "As we have borne the image of the earthy, LET US ALSO BEAR the image of the Heavenly." For the Greek word is phoresomen, and it has to do with "exhortation.” LET US also bear the image of the heavenly." Correctly it is "let us bear" instead of "we shall bear.”

It is an exhortation. There is a change there of only one letter in the Greek, omicron to omega and it makes the difference between a plain state​ment and an EXHORTATION. The best reading is the omega there, which means, "Let us bear.” Many ancient authorities read it so. The best modern editors of the Greek Testament and Commentaries believe that is the best reading. And, we might add, from our standpoint, it is de​manded by the context. The Lord is making a STATEMENT‑‑-over-‑‑and over again; He is EXHORTING US on the basis of that. WE HAVE BORNE the image of the earthy, now let us ENJOY AND BEAR THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY.

Now let us take up what is meant by "image.” We have borne the image of the earthy; let us bear the image of the heavenly.

The word "image" in the Greek is eikon. We get the word "iconoclast" from that, and an iconoclast is an image‑breaker, a fellow that likes to go around breaking up things that men have raised up as being absolute​ly inviolable truth, cracking it up, like images. We read about "icons,” that people worship.

But let's look at "image" in the New Testament. What does it mean, "As we have borne the image of the EARTHY?" It means we have been born physically IN THIS WORLD. We have known suffering as the sons of Adam.

"Let us also bear the image of the HEAVENLY." In Second Corinthians 4:4 we read, "CHRIST is the IMAGE OF GOD." Well. That means, of course, that He is just exactly LIKE GOD IN EVERY RESPECT. In First Corinthians 11:7 Christians are also said to be the image of God! Spiritual NOW! The DIVINE IMPRINT! We are made PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE NATURE. We have the NATURE of God.

That is the most amazing thing: that to a FALLEN nature in Adam, God has given a NEW nature, IN CHRIST! Colossians 3:10, "Christians being renewed after the image of Him Who created them." We are being re​newed day-by-day and moment-by-moment in the LIKENESS of the Lord Jesus. Which means we are be​coming more LIKE HIM, And that is the thought in Second Corinthians 3: 18, "Being transfigured into the image of the glorified Lord the Spirit." In Hebrews 10:1, we read that the Law proved its imperfection by the fact that it was only a SHADOW of the good things to come, and not the very image of those things. In Revela​tion 13:15 we read of the image of the beast, the exact reproduction of Antichrist.

So, IMAGE means PRECISE LIKE​NESS IN EVERY RESPECT.

So, in this passage, "As we have been THE EXACT REPRODUCTION of Adam in his fallen state, SO we are going to be THE EXACT RE​PRODUCTION of CHRIST in His glorified, post‑resurrection, present, marvelous state in heaven."

Isn't that wonderful? So we will be exact reproductions of Christ in every respect. Not bodily likeness alone; we will have that. But the believer will be LIKE CHRIST in body AND IN SPIRIT.

Notice now the expression, "Let us bear." Phoresomen. We are exhorted to "live up" to and "enjoy' all that He purchased for us. We must ACT on this truth. We must take our place as heavenly beings. We are not to live like "men."

You remember that Paul used that expression. "Inasmuch as you have bickering and strife there in the Corinthian church, you are not acting like Christ‑ones, imitators of Christ, people like Christ, people in the image of Christ. That isn't Christ‑like. You are acting LIKE MEN, like the sons of Adam."

We are exhorted here to WILLING​LY APPROPRIATE what Christ be​stowed by the Spirit. We must act our part. We must freely RECEIVE what He freely GIVES by His Spirit and give all diligence to make our calling and election sure.  We have been too much "children of Adam", bound by earthly ties and affections and hopes. We still have the life of Adam, but we may have the other, the heavenly life! THE LORD LIVES to communi​cate His Spirit to each of us, and He invites us to be ONE WITH HIM, right now! "Let us bear the image!" Let us BEAR THE RESEMBLANCE TO CHRIST! Wherever we go. Wher​ever we are. Whatever we do. What​ever we say. Let us BEAR HIS LIKE​NESS as we travel on toward resur​rection glory!

If you are still "in Adam", you are condemned. But you can get out of Adam and into Christ, because JESUS is the Living, Spiritual SAVIOUR, in Resurrection Life, the Heavenly Man, willing NOW to impart to you His Spiritual Life.

You say, "How can 1 have it?"

Just go alone right now, and get on your knees, and simply pray, "Lord Jesus, I do this moment accept YOU as my personal Saviour and begin right now to receive this Spiritual Life that saves me from death to Eternal Life."

Will you do it? God bless you.
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