LEST WE DRIFT

Jesse M. Hendley

Hebrews 2:1

Friends, if you have your Bibles, I want you to turn with me to Hebrews chapter 2, verse 1. "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip." Let us change that passage to read, "Lest at any time we DRIFT." The Greek text gives it that way. "We ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard lest at any time we DRIFT."

Three things are found in this statement in God's Word. The first is, the THINGS WE HAVE HEARD, the importance of these wonderful things we have heard about Jesus. The second is, the necessity of earnestly HEEDING and RETAINING IN OUR MIND these wonderful things about Jesus. And the third is, DANGER OF DRIFTING.

May God speak to our hearts today from His word!

In this text is a word of warning. Let me remind you that the Book of Hebrews WARNS AGAINST APOSTASY. In my mail today is a letter from a lady, a young Christian. She says, "I fear I am in danger of backsliding."

DON'T! DON'T BACKSLIDE.

But how can you keep from it? This text, Hebrews 2:1, will tell you how. KEEP IN YOUR MIND earnestly the things that you have heard, about the Lord Jesus! Jesus must be FIRST, before child, before home, before body, before the world, before ANYTHING else. Our relationship with Jesus must be FIRST! The person who puts JESUS FIRST will not backslide. But the person who does NOT put Jesus first, friends, will be in danger of DRIFTING! Of backsliding from the Lord! In Hebrews is a warning! Read it over and over again! There are tremendous warnings in Hebrews about the danger of backsliding.

First of all, we have the IMPORTANCE of the wonderful things that we have heard about Jesus. THE IMPORTANCE, of the things we have heard. WHAT things have we heard? We have heard about Jesus Christ, dying on the Cross for our sins. Tremendous things, more important than anything in the newspaper headlines today, more important than the last word out of Washington, more important than the latest findings of the scientists in nuclear discovery, more important than the latest reading material pouring from the presses today.

Friends, the things that we have beard about Jesus ARE NOT HEARSAY. They are not old wives' tales. These things are not cunningly devised fables, as Paul reminds us. You remember, Paul stood before King Agrippa and said, "Agrippa, these things were not done in a corner." He meant the things about Jesus were not done to one side; they were done in the mainstream of human life. Everybody knows about Jesus, Paul said. This wasn't done over in a corner somewhere; this was out in the open, for everybody to see. THE THINGS ABOUT JESUS CHRIST. Paul said there were over 250 people alive who SAW, JESUS CHRIST, AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, on the mountain in Galilee. More than 250 people were alive when he wrote one of the Corinthian letters. You remember in Luke, the first chapter, Luke writes and reminds us that the things we have about the Lord Jesus Christ are not imaginary, not things that men have made up in their minds, not the musing of somebody sitting over in a corner writing these things. Luke says, "Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us (he means about Jesus), even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the Word, it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, that thou MIGHTEST KNOW THE CERTAINTY of those things wherein thou hast been instructed." Luke was talking about the GOSPEL. He was talking about the things concerning Jesus Christ. Luke says that he got what he wrote from eyewitnesses of the Word, and that we might know THE CERTAINTY OF THESE THINGS ABOUT THE LORD JESUS. Yes, friends, I say unto you that the things concerning the GOSPEL are the MOST IMPORTANT things in all the world! The things that we've heard about CHRIST!

What ARE these things?

First of all, that GOD HAS SPOKEN UNTO MEN. In the first chapter of Hebrews, we read, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets, HATH IN THESE LAST DAYS SPOKEN UNTO US BY HIS SON." The God of the Old Testament, Who spoke through the prophets, has spoken TO US TODAY in His wonderful, wonderful Son!

What did God TELL us about His Son?

That He made Him "heir of all things; by Whom He made the worlds." Jesus Christ is the Heir of God. He is the Creator of the very WORLDS! He is the BRIGHTNESS OF GOD'S GLORY. He IS GOD. He is the EXPRESS IMAGE of God's PERSON. Christ is JUST LIKE GOD IN EVERY RESPECT. He is Divine. On the cross He purged our sins. Jesus died for our sins, mine and yours. Then finally, He was welcomed to Heaven as the Redeemer as He sat down on the right hand of the majesty on high!

THESE are the things we have heard!

God has spoken! He has spoken in His Son! He made His Son Heir of all things! He is the Creator of the world, this Son of God, Jesus! He is the brightness of God's glory! He is God! He is the express image of His Person. He is just like God, divine in every regard. He purged our sins. He made atonement for our sins, made satisfaction for the sins of every individual in the world. (Surely THIS IS MORE IMPORTANT than the news flashing on the headlines of the latest newspapers.) Then, He was welcomed at God's right hand. He is sitting at God's Right Hand today! He is COMING AGAIN, and He is going to RULE THIS WORLD someday, in glory! Those who love Him, and have heard these things, and have BELIEVED on Him have kept them in their hearts and minds and souls, and have yielded obedience and allegiance to Jesus, and help to carry on His work in this present world, SHALL SHARE HIS GLORY, in that tremendous time.

THESE ARE THE THINGS WE HAVE HEARD ABOUT JESUS, and my friends, THE THINGS WE HAVE HEARD ABOUT CHRIST ARE IMPORTANT! DON'T LET THEM SLIP!

The next thing we have is the NECESSITY OF RETAINING IN OUR MINDS these wonderful things, of earnestly HEEDING the things about the Lord Jesus Christ. "Therefore we OUGHT." "It is NECESSARY," more literally, "to give the more earnest heed to these things which we have heard about Jesus."

Oh, the necessity of earnestly HEEDING these things about Jesus! IT IS GOD WHO HAS SPOKEN THESE THINGS! The man who refuses to HEAR GOD shall be blasted! IT IS GOD Who sent Him into this world. Here is a Message from the Living God---THE LORD JESUS. IT IS GOD here who warns us about SIN and UNBELIEF. IT IS GOD Who planned our redemption! IT IS GOD Who made the sacrifice of His own Son, in order that we might LIVE.

If that be TRUE, then we had better HEED what God says at the CROSS and His WORD here. We'd better HEED what God has said about His Son. We'd better HEED what God says about PLACING OUR FAITH in His Son as the only means whereby we may escape eternal judgment, and be happy with Him everlastingly. We'd better give the MORE EARNEST HEED, to these things about the Lord Jesus Christ. We'd better KEEP THEM IN OUR MINDS.

Oh, my friends, the WARNING WE HAVE HERE! The NECESSITY OF earnestly heeding, of retaining in our minds, of keeping before us constantly, these wonderful things about the Lord Jesus Christ. God help us today to see it.

We have heard about Him, but multitudes HAVEN'T heard about Him. You say, "What about the man who has never heard?" Never mind that. God will take care of that. He is a just God and a righteous God. He is a loving God. You can commit to God those who have never heard. The business of the Church is to CARRY THE MESSAGE to those who have never heard. That is of concern to us.

But this morning the great concern is that YOU have heard. You have heard it over radio and television. You've heard it on the street, in tent meetings, in churches. You have heard in every conceivable way the things concerning Jesus. You are not in ignorance. Have you HEEDED these things? Have you OBEYED the message that God has sent you, about His Son? Oh, if a man turns down God's prophets and God's SON, how in the world can he ever expect to live with God eternally in heaven? He can't.

So then we have here for those who HAVE heard, those who HAVE heeded, the awful danger NEGLECTING, or DRIFTING, from these truths!

Maybe you are among those who have never yet received Jesus. There is no hope for you. You have heard these things but have turned your back on them, have never received them. In your heart, you do not know Him as your Saviour and Lord. You have not yielded to Him allegiance, obedience and love. You are UNSAVED.

But, some of you have! And you are now in danger of drifting! You have been saved. You have accepted Christ. You have been born again. You have joined the church. You are carrying on in some measure. But you are IN DANGER OF DRIFTING! To you God's Word throws out to you a terrible warning of DRIFTING: "Therefore we ought to GIVE THE MORE EARNEST HEED to the things which we have heard, LEST AT ANY TIME WE DRIFT." At any time! You may walk with God thirty years and then begin to drift. You may walk with God fifty years and then begin to drift. David walked with God many years, and then all of a sudden he became an adulterer and a murderer, tempted by the lusts of this present, evil world! No man or woman is out of danger until we reach Glory! We've got to be WATCHFUL. Hence the warnings of Scripture ever to be WATCHFUL. Watch your own heart. Watch for our neighbors. Watch for God. Watch for SIN. Watch for the DANGER OF DRIFTING! ". . .lest at any time we drift!"

Friends, drifting is not a sudden, shocking thing. Drifting is quiet. Drifting is not alarming. Drifting is easily done. Drifting is painless. Drifting is a constant temptation. Drifting is gradual. Drifting is DANGEROUS. Drifting leads to an awful separation from God! What a terrible thing it is, to be a drifter!

Who are drifting? Those who have no purpose in their spiritual life. Those who have no spiritual energy to run for God and the things of God. Those who have no enthusiasm for Christ, for His Word, His Gospel, for the Church, for spiritual things, for souls. Those who have backslidden have drifted from God are conscious that there is wrong between their hearts and God.

Who are drifting? The prayerless! Those who do not take time each day to bathe their souls in holy prayer before God.

Who are drifting? Those who are neglecters of the Word each day. They do not take time to let God speak to their hearts, from His Holy Word.

Who are drifting? Church neglecters!

Who are drifting? Those who fail to give their tithes and offerings unto the Lord, to help carry on His Work.

Friends, today DRIFT NO LONGER! Turn to the Lord Jesus! There is DANGER in drifting. Drifting is downstream‑downward, not upward! Remember the buoys out yonder: the sound of buoys out on the water are lonely sounds, but they are WARNING A B 0 U T SOMETHING, warning DRIFTERS of the rocks, Warning to stay away from the rocks! "Don't drift any longer! Stay away from the rocks!"

One day I went up into a tremendous, flashing lighthouse on the coast of Florida. What is that lighthouse doing there? WARNING those out on the seas of the danger of the rocks where they will be crushed, and broken, and torn.

Oh, my friend, drift no longer! If you are not a Christian, come to Jesus today and accept Him as your Saviour and Lord. If you ARE a Christian, but you are conscious that you have begun to drift, I URGE you, DRIFT NO LONGER! TURN BACK! Come back to the LORD! Renew your first love! Ask God to forgive you, for Christ's sake. Begin to pray and read His Word. Go to God's House. Give of your means to carry on His work. Witness for Jesus!

A positive Christian life will save from drifting. You cannot DRIFT, uphill! You cannot be positively all‑out for Jesus, and drift.

May God's Word help you to HOLD FAST the things you have heard, and to give earnest heed to them, constantly, lest you DRIFT!

God bless you.

PAGE  
1

