LESSONS TAUGHT US BY A LEPER

Jesse M. Hendley

Matthew 8:1-4

We read in Matthew 8:1 through 4, "When He was come down from the mountain (that is, Jesus) great multitudes followed Him. And behold, there came a leper and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean. And Jesus stretched forth His hand and touched him, saying, I will. Be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. And Jesus said unto him, See thou tell no man, but go thy way and show thyself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them."

We have today a wonderful study, LESSONS TAUGHT US BY A LEPER. Notice, "When Jesus was COME DOWN from the mountain." The first thing I call your attention to is the DESCENT of Jesus, the condescension of Jesus. "When He was COME DOWN."

Jesus came down. Jesus came down to human need. He came down to our level, our burdens, our sins, our trials, our tears, our sorrows, and our joys. Jesus meets us where we ARE, not where we ought to be. That's a wonderful thing, friends. He comes down to our human need. He doesn't tell us to come up to Him! He comes down to US. Isn't that a wonderful thing?

Here we have a---profound---truth: GOSPEL IS NOT FOR EVERYONE. "Oh," you say, "I've heard the opposite. I have heard it is for everyone." Listen (I'm tricking you), the Gospel is not for EVERYONE. Or better, the Gospel CANNOT REACH everyone! Christ CANNOT COME to everyone. He came down TO A LEPER, a man who was in need, a man who was in distress, and a man who was broken in body, a man who was in desperate need.

In Isaiah, chapter 61, we read an amazing statement of the people TO WHOM CHRIST CAN COME, to whom the GOSPEL can come. He says prophetically, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the MEEK. He hath sent me to bind up the BROKENHEARTED, to proclaim liberty to the CAPTIVES, and the opening of the prison to them that are BOUND, and to comfort all that MOURN." Did you get that? In Isaiah 61 we read that when Christ comes, He comes only to the meek, only to the broken hearted, only to the captives, only to them that are bound, only to them that mourn. He never comes to the proud intellectual. He is not desired, He is not wanted.

He never comes to the materialistic businessman, whose mind is only on the gathering together of possessions in this world and not on the true worship of the Christ of God and the service of God.

He never comes to the religious Pharisee, satisfied, as he wraps his garments of self‑satisfaction about him. He is good enough, he thinks, religiously and morally. He deserves heaven, he thinks, because of his good works. Therefore the Lord Jesus Christ cannot come to him.

There are people in this city to whom CHRIST CANNOT COME. THEY ARE NOT DOWN. They, in their opinion, are UP!

Then to whom can He come, and bless? The answer is, to sinners! Sinners only.

But," you say, "Are not ALL sinners?" Yes, God's Word says that all have sinned. All have come short, and continually come short, of the glory of God. All have sinned. All are continually sinners. There are different degrees of them, saved sinners and lost sinners, big sinners and little sinners. There isn't a perfect person on the face of the earth. God says that ALL continually come short of the glory of God. But, there is a class of sinners that HE CAN bless and a class that He CANNOT bless. The class of sinners He CANNOT bless: who are they? The proud! The Pharisee! The materialistic! Those who have no time for spiritual things. The class of sinners He CAN bless: who are they? The meek. The brokenhearted. Those who mourn. Those who are prisoners.

Are you, my friend, a proud or a meek sinner? Are you contented, or brokenhearted, over your sins? Are you satisfied with your soul, your thoughts, your words, and your doings? Or are you mourning, over your inward life before God? Are you free from sin and perfect, in your own opinion? Or do you realize you are in captivity to passion, to lust, to temper, to evil thoughts that break your heart?

Are you concerned about your soul in the sight of God? Christ cannot save the UNCONCERNED. He cannot do it. Until a man is concerned, until a man realizes his need, Jesus Christ cannot come down to him, and bless him, and lift him up unto God!

We read, "There came unto Him a leper." There were multitudes following Him‑--for curiosity, the giving of bread, and the glory of the name of Jesus. But there came a leper to Him, and worshipped Him, sought Him out. This leper did not stop till he FOUND Him and had his NEED SATISFIED! The Word of God focuses on these two: the multitudes following Jesus, and the leper who came to Him, worshipping Him.

Friends, there is an important truth here. There are two basic needs of human nature: First, we need each other. We need to gather TOGETHER around the Lord, in the Lord's house. That is why God says in Hebrews 10: 25 that we are not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together. We are commanded to gather TOGETHER in divine worship, with the multitudes. You remember that David speaks of the joy of going up, on God's Holy Day, with the multitudes, to worship the Lord in His temple in Jerusalem. Yes, we are to gather together in God's House with the multitudes, keeping Holy Day. WE NEED EACH OTHER in divine worship. We need each other's encouragement, each other's presence.

But also, friends, we need to be ALONE with Jesus! "There came A LEPER," a solitary man. He came alone to Jesus, to worship Him. Jesus calls us to come to Him alone, to be alone with Him. What a wonderful thing it is to be alone with JESUS!  Just to pour out your heart to JESUS, the One Who knows all about you and

loves you anyhow; the One who knows your thoughts (many of which are evil) and He loves you anyhow; the One Who knows the trials and passions of your heart and life, knows the temper and tempests that sweep over your soul, knows your depressions, your cowardice, your fears, your joys.

Is there anyone who can say to me today, "I am all perfect calm"? You're not. You're not fooling me, you're not fooling God, and you’re not fooling your​self.

Is there anyone who can say, "I am all evil," or "I am all good"? No, there is a strange mixture of evil and good.

But JESUS is the Answer, and as we come alone with Him, on the moun​tain‑top, or in the valley, and as we worship Jesus, as did this poor leper, we find peace for our hearts!

"There came a leper." Who is that? That's me. That's you. Every one of us is a leper. Every one of us is in need. Every one of us, if we tell the truth, is crying in our heart, "Unclean! Unclean!" How many times, friends, in the holiest moments you have in the House of God, there have been evil thoughts! How many times, as you have knelt in prayer and your heart was really seeking to get through to God, there were awful things that came into your mind, blasphemous things, evil things, obscene things, dir​ty things, wrong attitudes, hatreds. How many times, when you have been down on your knees, seeking to talk to God in prayer, you have found temp​ests of sin sweeping over your soul, that grieved you like nothing else on earth can grieve you.

Yes, friends, every one of us is a LEPER! You would never sit in church again, friends, if your character were made known to those sitting around you. Preacher, you would never walk into your pulpit again if people knew your true character, every thought of your mind, for the past month, every word that came from your lips, every act, every attitude. If they knew the re​cesses of your own soul, the tempests that burst over your own heart, you would never walk in that pulpit again. Sunday School teacher, you'd never teach again. Deacon, you'd never carry on the work of the church again. You would say, "I am unworthy!" And you are. And I am. Each one of us is un​worthy. We're lepers! The missionary yonder on the mission field is a leper. The choir singer is a leper. The usher in the house of God on God's Holy Day is a leper. You and I continually fall short. Even when we do our BEST, we still have to say, "Lord, I am an un​profitable servant."

No wonder, then, truly spiritual men and women love to sing, "Amazing GRACE! How sweet the sound that saved a WRETCH like me! I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see!" You see the truth about JESUS, who saved "a wretch like me." It is a wonderful thing to come to the place where you realize you are a wretch. But only wretches, Jesus can SAVE! Every truly AWAKENED soul sees his or her NEED of JESUS! He has the only cure for the LEPROSY OF SIN. He has the only cure for a rotten heart! When a man realizes his rottenness, he comes to Jesus, honestly and sincerely; not for show, but for the ANSWER TO HIS NEED. LEPERS GET THROUGH TO CHRIST AND OBTAIN MERCY, WHILE MULTI​TUDES PASS BY. This leper was CLEANSED, because he came in his need, honestly and sincerely. We need to come to Jesus, alone, and stand alone before the Saviour. This leper worshipped Him, and called Him "Lord.” He knew he needed God and he found Him!

Notice, the leper PRAYED. Do you want to know who they are who storm the Gates of Heaven and come away with blessings? They are the lepers, people who know and feel their need of Jesus. There are no doubts to them, no atheistic thoughts to them. They come directly to Christ, in faith. This leper teaches us that is the way we should pray.

Some people pray for happiness. Some people pray for peace of mind. Others pray for finances. Others for a happy home. But this leper prayed for the one thing needful: CLEAN​SING, from his sin. When you get CLEANSING, friends you get all the rest--‑happiness, peace of mind, the provision for your needs and every​thing else. Cleansing from SIN will bring all the other things.

This leper teaches us that suffering and sorrow bring men to Christ. "To whom else shall we go?" is the cry of a man with a broken body, a broken mind, a broken soul, and a sinner. "Thou only hast the words of eternal life." This man was not concerned about arguments about Jesus, His deity, His virgin birth. He does not wonder about whether there is a God or not. He is not thinking about questions about the future life. HE BELIEVES in God. He BELIEVES in Christ and His power to save. An atheist would never make any headway with this man; he is in need, and he goes unerringly to the only One Who can help him. He be​lieves in God and in Christ. He is a be​liever.

Unbelieving friend, if you go to a mother who is standing beside a grave as her little child is being lower​ed into the ground, and you tell her that she need not turn her tear‑filled eyes toward the skies in prayer, that there is no God, that there is no one to help her, no Supernatural Being that can answer her need, my friend, IT WON'T WORK. SHE KNOWS BETTER. So do I. She feels her need of GOD, and she COMES to Him, and finds relief.

This leper came to Jesus! FAITH and NEED always come to Jesus and always find the answer! Do you have a NEED this morning? BRING IT TO JESUS, and He'll cleanse you, and you'll find PEACE. God help you to do it. God bless you for now and good​bye.
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