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Hosea 4:1-17

In Hosea, chapter four, we read these words: “Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for the Lord hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood. Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea shall also be taken away.”

That is a terrible indictment. God is speaking primarily to Israel, but don't forget, the Lord changes not in His character. God has a controversy elsewhere in His Book, with ALL nations, in the book of Isaiah. A controversy is an argument that has to be settled. Now what is the controversy about?

In this passage I have just read, let me call your attention to three primary, fundamental sins that cause destruction for this nation and every nation. Thank God, one day He is going to blot it all out. Now these three fundamental sins may not be the ones you would pick out as America's sins today, but they are the three that God picked out. They were Israel's primary sins. And today, these same sins are the reason for controversy between God and the nations of the earth.

No Truth

First, God says there is “NO TRUTH” in the land. That means the land does not face the facts, conditions as they actually are. Just one example of this is the liquor business. There is not one good thing to be said about liquor. Not one thing. In the old days, they used to tell people that liquor was “good for heart‑trouble,” and there really was a time, centuries ago, when other medicines and drugs were not known, and liquor was the only thing they knew to give in case of certain sicknesses. It was rare that a man had to take such, and even then, he didn't have to become a drunkard because of it. But in these times when medical science has advanced so far, there are now medicines that are more beneficial and effective than liquor, and there is no reason whatever to take liquor anymore as a medicine. Yet, men defend it, our nation defends it, our state defends it, our city defends it, and people justify themselves by saying that it brings in revenue for good causes. “There is no truth in the land.” The fact is that there is nothing good about liquor, but people will not face the facts. They would rather have it, even though it means the damnation of souls and bodies. Liquor is damning those who sell it, those who drink it, those that have anything to do with it. A man came to see me the other day who said, “I'm just in and out of the stockade all the time. I practically live in the stockade. I can't quit liquor. I see my desperate condition and want help. I wish I could break the chains of strong drink!” This was just one case out of thousands and thousands in our land today who are literally bound by the chains of liquor! But our nation will not face the truth.

Another evil that the nation disregards is the terrible evil of corruption and lust that is going on all over the land. Oh, the iniquity that is going on! We have got to face this fact: if you sow corruption, you will reap corrup​tion, a terrible harvest of iniquity. You go around through the city and you will see corruption everywhere. You see dirty pictures, all sorts of calendars hanging on the walls of business places showing pictures that in former days would have been thought obscene. You might as well let people walk around that way as to hang pictures like that on the walls of public places. And there is no blushing about it. 

The consciousness against immorality in America has gone! But there is no facing this truth; there is no facing the facts. How can a moral conscience tolerate dirty pictures on the wall? The fact is that the souls, the minds, of people today are dirty! There's the trouble. How can someone write a filthy book, if he isn't filthy himself? How can people read and enjoy dirty literature if they aren't dirty themselves? The truth is that the Lord HATES SIN, and He has a controversy with the land because of the sin of not facing the truth. America has not faced the fact that THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH, that SIN BRINGS JUDGMENT AND DAMNATION. These are God's written statements, and yet America rejects them! Oh, the sin, and the penalty, of REJECTING THE TRUTH OF GOD!

No Mercy

“Nor Mercy.” “There is no truth, nor mercy.” All over our land today men are out for themselves, out to take advantage of their neighbor, out to get ahead of the other fellow even if it means crooked dealings. This type of competitive spirit is un‑Christian and un‑Godly. Here in America, it is said that the thing that has made our nation is “the competitive spirit.” But many a mind and body and home has been broken because of this competitive spirit used wrongly. God says, “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” He doesn't say to kick him down and stomp on him so that you can get to higher places. 

Men today are out for themselves and they don't care about anybody else in their effort to get ahead in business. They have no real mercy, real love, and real concern about others! No real neighborliness, no real care. If they do show an interest it is with the motive of getting something for themselves. America is worshipping at the shrine of the almighty dollar! The getting of money! It is a prevailing condition in the land today, and when people supremely love money, they can't love souls, too! "No mercy." God is going to judge America for this sin.

No Knowledge of God

“Nor knowledge of God in the land.” This is the chief, the cardinal, the greatest, sin in our land today. NO KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. We have Bibles, yet we do not know God. We don't read them. We don't study them. We don't live them. We have no knowledge of God in our land on any great scale. It is an awful picture. In verse 6 God says, “My people are destroyed for the lack of knowledge.” Knowledge of what? In America, should there be any lack of knowledge? People are reading and studying and communicating as never before! Think of the great advancement in the study of science and many other fields of “knowledge,” and yet there is no knowledge OF GOD! How many people KNOW GOD? How many people know the WORD of God? A prominent leader said not long ago that he was amazed at the IGNORANCE of college students concerning the foundation truths of the Bible. They do not know the Bible anymore. They are not reading it in the home or anywhere else. They are not studying it. Our Bibles are not read, and the result is that God is not known, prayer is not being made, and sin is not being broken up in the heart! You cannot know God without Bible study and prayer. The man who stays in his Bible day and night, the man who stays on his knees constantly, will know God and will want to walk with Him! But how many people in America read the Word and pray and walk with God? I tell you, America is rotting on the inside! America is headed for a crackup! America is rushing to judgment! America is GOING DOWNHILL AND SHE CAN'T STOP! “The people are destroyed,” God says, “for the lack of knowledge of Him.”

Verse 9: “And there shall be, like people, like priest: and I will punish them for their ways, and reward them for their doings. For they shall eat, and not have enough. They shall commit whoredom and not increase, for they have left off taking heed to the Lord.” When preachers proclaim the Word of the Lord faithfully, the people turn their faces away. Thank God for those who DO listen to His Word. We want to know God! We DO know God! And, oh, friends, happy is that soul who knows Him, who reads the Bible day and night, and walks with Him! Sooner or later, riches must go. Sooner or later, worldly knowledge must go. All earth's wealth will pass away. But, oh, friends! The man who knows GOD will have priceless TREASURE THROUGHOUT ETERNITY. This matter should be the greatest concern of every soul in America today.

As a result of lack of truth, lack of mercy, lack of the knowledge of God, there are some sins mentioned in verse 2, of this fourth chapter of Hosea. God mentions SWEARING. Oh, the swear​ing that goes on every day! You can walk down the street any time and hear people taking the Name of the Lord in vain. God mentions LYING, and how much lying is going on all over the land, every day, in all forms of deception! God mentions KILLING.  I wonder if we realize that there are literally thousands of murderers loose, people with the intent to kill in their hearts, and people who have already committed murder. “Blood breaks out against blood.” God is against it! In England they apprehend their murderers and bring them to swift trial and punishment, but in America we are more lenient. Murderers are getting by more often than the public knows. Even here in our own city, think of the grue​some, horrible murders that have been committed, and as yet have been un​solved! Such killing opens up the way for more killing. God mentions STEAL​ING. You read of it in the papers everyday. 

Then ADULTERY, this is one of America's greatest sins today. Many of our hotels have become bawdy houses, adultery everywhere you turn, sin, and lust staring you in the face. When they dug up the ruins of the old city of Pompeii, they had to veil the walls because of the obscene pictures that were sketched on them, depicting the obscene conditions of that city before the fires of the volcano destroyed it. There is NO DIFFERENCE between that heathen, Roman city and America today! Those same things are going on all over our land, are being read and seen in dirty, lascivious magazines, are being glorified! So God says, “Because thou hast rejected the knowledge of God, I will reject thee.” America has rejected the truth and has sinned against Almighty God; the One Who increased her in power and blessing. And America will come into judgment.

Verse 17: “Ephraim is joined to his idols: let him alone.” Let him go. Just let him alone. The whole nation let them go. Let them alone. THEY ARE JOINED to their idols! They and their idols are as one! They love their SINS! They DON'T WANT God's Truth. They DON'T WANT God's mercy. T h e y DON'T WANT God's knowledge. And woe to any soul, or any nation, whom GOD FORSAKES! It means no hope, only judgment and damnation and eternal Hell.

But for the grace of God in giving His Son to be our Saviour, the world and everything in it would have been in Hell long ago. Without Jesus Christ, all would be chaos and Hell. God is still graciously holding out Him arms of Mercy to every soul who will come to Him. God still will save unto the uttermost all who will put their trust in His Christ! God has written it down that “WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM SHALL NOT PERISH BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE.” Christ is the answer! Christ is the way out! Christ is the world's only Saviour, and YOUR only Saviour. You MUST have the blood of His Cross as the atonement for your sins. Will you take Him today? Trust Him from now on and give up your sins and walk with Him. Will you do it?

PAGE  
5

