KEEP YOUR EYES ON GLORY

Jesse M. Hendley

Hebrews 13:5

Friends, isn't it great to know we can keep our eyes on the Glory World?

We are living in days of sorrow. Everywhere we go people are burdened. I was walking down the street the other day with a pastor‑friend. He said to me, "You know, I've carried so many burdens of friends, sometimes I think I just can't take any more." I said, "Yes I know what you are talking about. It is difficult. You bear the heartaches and sorrows of people so much sometimes that you wonder how even GOD Himself can stand it." So many people need the help of the Gospel! They need to keep their eyes on the Glory. That is the way to have victory. They should look forward to the glorious time when they will be with the Lord Jesus Christ over there in the City of God.

I have a letter in my hand, from a friend who writes, "Please pray for me. Life isn't very easy for me just now, but I trust the Lord to help me." Life ISN'T easy, friends. We must keep our eyes on the Glory World. Sometimes we have problems and sorrows and it is difficult to find the way out. But we can always go to the Lord, and He eases the burden of it. He said, "Come unto Me, all ye that are heavy‑laden and I will give you rest."

He didn't promise to take your problem away, but He said, "I will give you rest." He gives strength to carry that burden. There are some burdens we need not carry; but there are others that we must carry all through life. There is a great passage in God's Word that says, "Let every man bear his own burden." That means there is a burden in life for every person. Childhood doesn't realize it with its innocence, fun, no care, no worries, no problems, someone else taking responsibilities. But that is childhood. But Manhood has difficulties and problems every step of the way.

There is one way we can get help in all our problems. First, we should bring them all to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of Life, that He might give us wisdom and strength and rest. Second, we should keep our eyes on the Glory! We should remember that it won't be long till we will be in the Glory World. In these days, more and more we need to delve into God's Word and realize that God has a wonderful blessing for us. God would have us hold lightly to the things of Time.

A godly man built a new house and put over the doorway this word: "LINQUINDA." That is a Latin word which means, "I must leave it." He called his home "Linquinda." I remember a friend of mine buying a home out on the side of the city by a beautiful little lake. He had worked hard all his life, and then at the time he retired, he was building this log cabin where he could just relax and enjoy the remainder of his days. He didn't get to enjoy one day of it; it was too late. "Linquinda." He never enjoyed the fruit of his own labor. We must write this word upon every thing we value, upon our home, our wife, our husband, and our children. Upon your bonds, Mr. Business Man, because someday you must leave them. Upon your jewelry, Lady, because someday you will have to leave all the adornments you now enjoy. Upon the brow of that baby, Mother, whom you love better than your own life, for someday you must leave that child. Husband, you need to write that word, "Linquinda," over the head of your precious wife. Someday husbands and wives, who have been together all these years, and who have celebrated their silver and golden anniversaries together, must leave one another. It is coming to each one of us someday. We must see "Linquinda" written above all the Things of this world, however beautiful they may be. "I must leave it."

You say, "Brother Hendley, isn't that rather gloomy?" Yes, it would be, if I couldn't tell you this: There is ONE Whom we will never have to leave, and Who will never leave us, One who said, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." No one but GOD could say that. No human being could say that. A husband cannot say it to his wife. A man cannot say to his employees, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." A mother can't say it to her children. It takes Deity to say that word! But JESUS CHRIST SAID IT. He was speaking with the prerogative of DEITY, the right and authority of OMNIPOTENCE; the ETERNAL GOD Who will never pass away! So it is not gloomy to write "Linquinda" over things when you are able to say, "I HAVE JESUS CHRIST AS MY SAVIOUR AND LORD and HE WILL NEVER LEAVE ME NOR FORSAKE ME."

Now, what are we to do? We are to keep our eyes on the Glory World. While we realize the transiency of the things of Time, let us look at the permanency of the things of Eternity. Let us build upon it! Let us build for Eternity! Our Lord said something about it in the Sermon on the Mount, about building foundations. He said that the man who builds upon the sand will have destruction come to his house, for he has no foundation. But He said that the man who builds upon the Solid Rock will have an unshakable foundation that will never pass away, and no matter what may come, that man is founded. He has something permanent. He has built upon the Rock. What is the Rock? The Lord Jesus Christ and his teachings, the life of the New Testament, living for HIM the best we know how. Yes, keep your eyes on the Glory, for sooner or later you are going to be shaken to the very foundation of your soul! If you haven't something permanent in that hour, it is going to be a sad hour for you. Think about it.

One of my friends, a pastor out in California, a man of God, a man who has been greatly used of the Lord, had a wonderful family, and then his little girl was stricken with polio. The other day I said to a friend, who saw him out there, "How is so‑and‑so's little daughter? Did she recover?" I was hoping he would say, "Yes, she is normal again." But no, he said, "She is confined to a wheelchair. There is very little hope that she will ever walk again." I said, "How did he take it?" He said, "He took it like a Christian, the Christian that he is." He is a man of God, and he kept his eyes on the Lord and on the Glory! If you take your eyes off Christ, life will be unbearable! Sooner or later, something is coming that will shake the very foundations of your life. Then you will have to have CHRIST. He said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." Let His Words come into your soul. Let it come into your heart. Let it bless your mind and consciousness. Chew it up as a sweet morsel! Take it as a wonderful cordial to your spirits! You talk about having a "lift?" God's Word is a "lift" to the child of God who has faith in it! It is a wonderful, wonderful thing.

The other day a lady called me over the telephone and said, "I wish you would pray for a lady here with cancer. She is wasting away. She seems to have great distress in mind and spirit as she realizes her body is wasting." Oh, beloved, we need to point such a one to the Lord Jesus! Oh, that I might point everyone to Him! He will never leave you nor forsake you. He will stick closer than a brother. He is the Great Elder Brother. He is the great, omnipotent CHRIST! He not only made promises, but He FULFILLS His promises, because He is GOD. He will never leave you. He will never forsake you.

Oh, friend, will you put your trust in Him today? "Linquinda" can never be said of Him, though we must say it of everything else in this life. He is the ETERNAL GOD, OUR SAVIOUR, and OUR REDEEMER. WE CAN DEPEND ABSOLUTELY UPON HIM TO SAVE OUR SOULS. We cannot trust ANYTHING else in this life, in the matter of our salvation. Let us draw near to Him and walk with Him and make our days count as for Eternity, when we will be forever with the Lord.

Will you do it?
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