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I want to read from the fourth chapter of Amos to give a background for the re​marks I want to make about juvenile de​linquency, its cause and cure. Amos was a prophet of God. God called him to go out and speak His Word, and the leaders of Israel tried to keep him from preach​ing in Bethel, where the King's court was. They said, "O thou seer, flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread and prophesy there." But this man Amos said "THE LORD said unto me, Go prophesy unto ISRAEL." Amos said I'm going to preach what He gives me, where He gives me, and THUS SAITH THE LORD.

Now happy is any preacher of God who does that very thing. Amos was a man of God, and you couldn't stop him. You know, a real preacher is not afraid of a king or anybody else. The greatest voices on the face of the earth today are the men God has called, and who preach GOD'S MESSAGE. They are great not in themselves, but because of the MES​SAGE they bear. I tell you, beloved, you'd better listen to a man of God. If anybody comes to you preaching this Book, you'd better listen. You don't have to listen if they are not preaching this Book, but if they are, you'd better listen. It's the Word of God.

Famine

In Amos the fourth chapter, I hope you will see the nature of God. We read in verse 6: "AND I ALSO HAVE GIVEN YOU CLEANNESS OF TEETH IN ALL YOUR CITIES, AND WANT OF BREAD IN ALL YOUR PLACES: YET HAVE YE NOT RE​TURNED UNTO ME, SAITH THE LORD." I call your attention to the fact that FAMINE IS OF THE LORD. God says that He is the One who sends famine. We all have read of the recent famine, one of the greatest the world has ever known. A writer visiting India said that when he went there to survey the ter​rible, tragic things that were taking place, his heart was broken, when he first ar​rived, to see people sitting in a cafe eating, while people were expiring on the streets outside. Dying, on the streets, of starvation! Trucks would come rumb​ling down the streets, pick them up, and carry them out to the graveyard. He said he was in horror at first, but two weeks later he himself was sitting in that same cafe eating, unconcerned, while people were dying out in the street. That was how common it was to see people die. They died by millions. You have seen pictures of little babies, their little bodies bloated and distorted all because of hunger. That was one of the greatest of famines and only God Almighty kept us from feeling it here in America. But Europe and Asia have just passed through it, the greatest famine the world has ever known, and GOD is the One who sent it.

You say, "Brother Hendley, God would​n't be so brutal as that." Listen to me, dear friend: GOD PUNISHES NA​TIONS as well as individuals, when they get away from Him, and famine is one of God's four sore judgments (Ezek. 14: 21). And during the coming Tribulation Period, our own America must feel it, too. We read that God is going to shut up the heavens so that it will not rain upon the earth for three years and six months (Rev. 13:36), and EVERY NATION on the face of the earth will starve. The whole world, forgetting God, will be hungry; and America will be included. God is the One who will send the famine. 

Thirst

Now let's read on: "AND ALSO I HAVE WITHHOLDEN THE RAIN FROM YOU, WHEN THERE WERE YET THREE MONTHS TO THE HAR​VEST: AND I CAUSED IT TO RAIN UPON ONE CITY, AND CAUSED IT NOT TO RAIN UPON ANOTHER CITY: ONE PIECE WAS RAINED UPON, AND THE PIECE WHERE​UPON IT RAINED NOT WITHERED. SO TWO OR THREE CITIES WAN​DERED UNTO ONE CITY TO DRINK WATER; BUT THEY WERE NOT SATISFIED YET HAVE YE NOT RE​TURNED UNTO ME, SAITH THE LORD."

"Now don't tell us, Preacher, that God makes it rain upon Chattanooga and with​holds the rain from Atlanta! We just don't believe that God is that much in​terested in everyday affairs. We believe He has just wound up everything and has thrown it out to work like a clock." If you think that, I want to tell you that this old Book means what it says! God is interested in the rain that He sends on Chattanooga, or the rain that He withholds from Atlanta. And when God shuts up the heavens and withholds the rain, famine is the result. God is the One who kills the harvest, or gives us bread to eat. We ought to thank the Living God for the very breath that we have.

Pestilence

Now Daniel 5:23. "I HAVE SMITTEN YOU WITH BLASTING AND MILDEW: WHEN YOUR GARDENS AND YOUR VINEYARDS AND YOUR FIG TREES AND YOUR OLIVE TREES INCREASED, THE PALMER​ WORM DEVOURED THEM: YET HAVE YE NOT RETURNED UNTO ME, SAITH THE LORD. I HAVE SENT AMONG YOU THE PESTIL​ENCE AFTER THE MANNER OF EGYPT. YOUR YOUNG MEN HAVE I SLAIN WITH THE SWORD."

"Your young men have I slain with the sword!" Do you know who killed our boys and why they are sleeping yonder on the Pacific Islands and in Germany? Do you know why many of us have lost our own loved ones? GOD killed our boys! Don't blame Hitler, brother! BLAME THE SINS OF AMERICA! Blame YOUR OWN SINS! It is because of SIN that God sends war. WAR IS PUNISHMENT. It's hard to convince people about that, but GOD SAYS SO in His Word. War is one of His four sore judgments. We say Hitler is to blame. Not altogether. GOD raised up Hitler to punish the world! Great must be the world's sin for God to release such a horrible scourge. We read in the book of Daniel that God sets over the kingdoms of earth “the basest of men" and "giveth it to whomsoever He will" (Dan. 4:17). God raised up Hitler as a scourge because of the sins of the world, TO TRY TO GET US TO REPENT, and our boys have died and shed their precious blood overseas. God had to destroy them  to wake us up and keep us from a greater bloodbath. God never sends us a pain ex​cept to save us from a greater one. We must repent of our sins, just as sure as we are here. Now that's the Bible, broth​er. That isn't Jesse Hendley talking, that's the Word of God. 

God says, "Your young men have I slain with the sword," just as though He Himself took the bombs and the bayonets and killed them with His own hands. He had to do it! And He did it in love, trying to get YOU to re​pent. While our boys were dying in battle, I saw iniquity in a great tidal wave up and down the streets of the cities of America, and I tell you I didn't see any signs of repentance. Yet our boys were having to die because of the SINS of Americans! I'm giving you this warn​ing with all my soul. I am not a pro​phet, nor the son of a prophet, but I know what this Book teaches, and I know the nature of God. And as sure as we sit here in this room tonight, Ameri​ca is splurging in the greatest spending spree we have ever had, more money in our pockets than ever before, more food than we have ever had, AND MORE SIN AND DEFIANCE OF GOD AND HIS HOLY BOOK! It will not be very long till we'll be face to face with another great bloodbath, if we don't have a revival. God Almighty says, "Your young men have I slain with the sword," and He is going to permit more of them to be killed if we don't repent! Brother, if we don't re​pent, God will turn loose the hounds of hell upon us and try again to make us re​pent. There will be a lot of people who have repented, but they have repented because they had blood to come their way. Many a man would never have bent his knee for any other reason. LIS​TEN. THERE WILL BE MORE SOULS IN HEAVEN BECAUSE OF THAT WAR THAN IF IT HAD NEVER BEEN FOUGHT. God looks at it from the eternal viewpoint.

I read on. God says, "I HAVE TAK​EN AWAY YOUR HORSES, AND I HAVE MADE THE STINK OF YOUR CAMPS TO COME UP INTO YOUR NOSTRILS: YET YE HAVE NOT RE​TURNED UNTO ME, SAITH THE LORD." Do you see the object? It is to get you to return to God. There is more iniquity in Atlanta, Georgia, today than there was back during the war days, and there was plenty then. More sin! There is no evidence of real turning to God.

The Case Is Hopeless

Then God said, "I HAVE OVER​ THROWN SOME OF YOU, AS GOD OVERTHREW SODOM AND GOMORRAH, AND YE WERE AS A FIRE​ BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE BURNING: YET HAVE YE NOT RE​TURNED UNTO ME, SAITH THE LORD. THEREFORE( the case is hopeless) THUS WILL I DO UNTO THEE, O ISRAEL: AND BECAUSE I WILL DO THIS UNTO THEE, PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD." They refused to return, under punishment, and now the case is hopeless. There is nothing left for God to do but to destroy utterly, as He did Sodom and Gomorrah.

The Text

Now my text is Rom. 1:18. "THE WRATH OF GOD IS REVEALED FROM HEAVEN AGAINST ALL UN​GODLINESS AND UNRIGHTEOUS​NESS OF MEN." Now remember that test please! Romans 1 :18--‑"The WRATH OF GOD IS REVEALED FROM HEAV​EN AGAINST ALL UNGODLINESS AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF MEN."

My subject is four‑fold. First, GOD. I want to talk to you about God. People don't know God. The God of the imag​ination is not that God of the Bible. I want to know the God I am going to meet when my heart stops beating, and there is only one place I can go to know Him, and that is the Bible. Then I want to talk to you about JUVENILE DELIN​QUENCY. And then ITS CAUSE, the curse of this tidal wave of iniquity such as we've never had before. And finally, ITS CURE, or, what is the answer to it all?

God

Some people think of God as a good, old white‑haired man who will wink at sin. That isn't so, my friends. That is a false idea of God. To be sure, God is Love, and when a sinner will repent and turn to God, God is ready to forgive and God will save that sinner.

The sweetest story ever told is the story of the Prodigal Son. I know that story because I was the prodigal son once.  When I was a boy, I decided to run away from home. I thought my family wasn't treating me right. You know, all of us get like that sometimes. So I ran away from home with some other boys, and I was out all night long. We were supposed to go to another city and stay there, but I got sick and tired of it be​fore we could get out of Atlanta. At three o'clock in the morning, I became lost, and wandered around trying to find my way home. I wanted my bed again.  I was worn and hungry and tired of it all. I had gotten my fill of that sort of thing. So I headed back home just as quickly as I could go. In those early morning hours, I came in sight of our big old house sitting up there on the top of the hill. The lights of the house were as bright as they could be, and I felt that I was in for the biggest whipping I ever had had. My heart weighed just about a thousand pounds. I knew I was a sinner, believe me, when I walked back home. I knew the minute I hit that step that I was going to get a thrashing within an inch of my life. But my dear mother had been sitting up crying all night long, and when she heard me coming up the

steps, she rushed out that door, and with tears streaming, she reached out and gathered me up in her arms. She kissed my tears away, put me in bed, and I slept the sleep of the prodigal son---come‑--home.  Brother, when I pick up the 15th chapter of Luke and read about the prodigal, I

know its the sweetest story ever told, the story of the boy who went down, down, down into sin until he came to himself and cried, "I will arise and go to my father," and went home to his father who, when he saw the son coming forgot his dignity and ran out and kissed him ten​derly and welcomed him home, and said, “Bring hither the fatted calf, and let us eat and be merry for this my son was dead and is alive, was lost but no is found." That is the sweetest story ever told, be​cause it illustrates the truth that God wants to save sinners. But brother, don't get any FALSE IDEAS about the love of God! Multitudes are staying away from God, don't care anything about God, and are not even thinking about coming hack to Him.

God Is Holy

God is not only Love; God is HOLY. We read that GOD IS LIGHT and IN HIM IS NO DARKNESS AT ALL. Re​member, you can sin against love. You sin against the love of God.

Not long ago a man died a drunkard. On his death‑bed he lay screaming, "The demons! The demons! The demons!" (Don't tell me, sinner friends, that de​mons don't come for you when you die).

That man died, and a few days later his wife was talking to me about him. She had tears in her eyes, and my heart went out to her. I said, "You loved him, did​n't you?" She looked at me and told me one of the strangest things I have ever heard. "Preacher," she said, "I loved the man I married. When I married him, he was sweet and clean and good and true to me, and everything was fine. I loved my husband who was pure and clean. But then he began to drink and run around with the wrong crowd and stay out all night and all that sort of thing, and he crushed my love beneath his heel. No, sir, I didn't love this man; I loved the man I married."

Sin Against Love

HUSBAND CAN SIN AGAINST THE LOVE OF A WIFE, AND CRUSH IT. A CHILD CAN SIN AGAINST THE LOVE OF PARENTS and wind up a murderer in the electric chair. AND A MAN OR WOMAN, BOY OR GIRL, CAN SIN AGAINST THE LOVE OF GOD TILL GOD'S WRATH IS RE​VEALED AND THERE IS NO REMEDY, AND THEY ARE CRUSH​ED BENEATH THE WRATH OF AL​MIGHTY GOD!

A God of Fire

Don't forget it, brother, OUR GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE. What does that mean? It means that God is for​ever at war with sin! It means that there is something in God that HATES SIN, regardless of where He finds it, and He is going to reach out and strike it in any​body, no matter where He finds it. And I tell you, I want to meet that God in peace. Talking about God being Love, listen to me: in the Epistle to the Ro​mans, we read twelve different times about the WRATH of God.

Wrath

"The WRATH of God." "The WRATH of God." WHAT IS GOD ANGRY ABOUT? God is angry with people who won't pay any attention to Him, and won't pay any attention to His Word. The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against ALL UNGODLINESS AND UN​RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MEN. And I tell you right now, beloved, until a man bows his knee and accepts Jesus, and be​gins to live a godly, holy life, that man KNOWS NOTHING of the LOVE of God! HE IS UNDER THE WRATH OF GOD. God's Word says, "HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT, THE WRATH OF GOD ABIDETH ON HIM." That is the sure word of Scripture. People have jok​ed about this truth of Scripture until they think they can forget Him, live just any way, and get by with it! People don't read the Bible! They hear and believe false ideas. They believe in a “popular” theology that is absolutely untrue. Peo​ple tell me sometimes, "Oh, well, God loves the sinner but hates his sin."

Sinner Responsible To God

I tell you right now, brother, that is like saying that the sinner is not responsible for his sin, when GOD HOLDS EVERY SINNER RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS SIN. In Psalm 7:11‑12 I read some ter​rible words that ought to make every man who is wrong with God tremble. “GOD IS ANGRY WITH THE WICK​ED EVERY DAY. IF HE TURNS NOT, HE WILL WHET HIS SWORD: HE HATH BENT HIS BOW, AND MADE IT READY. HE HATH ALSO PREPARED FOR HIM THE INSTRU​MENTS OF DEATH." That means that God is getting ready all the instruments of death for those who reject Him. He is angry with the wicked EVERY DAY and Brother, YOU CAN'T SEPARATE A MAN FROM HIS SINS. YOU are responsible for YOUR sins. God is going to HOLD you responsible. That idea that you are not responsible is fool​ish; it isn't of God. GOD HAS A NA​TURE THAT HATES SIN, but He will save the sinner when he repents and takes Christ.

People talk about the Old Testament God being a terrible God, a mean God, different from the God of the New Testament. But they haven't really read the Old Testament (or the New Testa​ment either), or they wouldn't say such a thing.

God, Fearful?

I read in the New Testament that “IT IS A FEARFUL THING TO FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LIVING GOD” (Heb. 10:31). What does that mean? Just what it says! What did it mean during the war when our airmen were flying over Germany, and they fell from the skies, were injured, taken by the Germans, and placed in concentration camps? It meant that it was a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Ger​mans! Or, it is a fearful thing to fall helplessly into the hands of an enemy. In Isaiah 63:10 we read, "BUT THEY REBELLED AND VEXED HIS HOLY SPIRIT: THEREFORE HE WAS TURNED TO BE THEIR ENEMY AND FOUGHT AGAINST THEM." Brother, it is a fearful thing for a sinner not to get right with God, die in his sins and for him to fall into the hands of the liv​ing God, who is not only able, but WILL carry out His threat!

Vengeance

"VENGEANCE BELONGS TO ME, AND I WILL REPAY, SAITH THE LORD." People say, "Preacher, don't tell me that God is a God of vengeance." God Himself says He is! He says that He will repay the man who hates Him to His face, and ANY MAN WHO IS NOT FOR GOD, HATES GOD. There will come a time when (reverently speaking) God will "roll up His sleeves and wade in," and when He does, the sinner is GONE. I have a sermon on "God's Last Call." There will come a time, GOD SAYS, when He will laugh at the sin​ner's calamity, and mock when his fear cometh. I wouldn't play with God, brother! I would rather play with all the powers in the world than to play with the living God. I am not going to do it.

Terror

Paul cried out and said, "Knowing THE TERROR OF THE LORD, we persuade men." What is the terror of the Lord? God is not afraid of anybody! He is greater than all. He is the God of ALL FLESH. God is ALMIGHTY.

The terror of the Lord means the ter​ror that will grip the heart of the unrepentant sinner when he meets God, hav​ing refused to get right with God!

God Casts Into Hell

Some say, "Preacher, you don't actual​ly believe God will permit people to be cast into the fire! He says He will! He means what He says, and God says plain​ly that He will cast into Hell. That fact leads me to this final remark about GOD: GOD DEMANDS HOLINESS OF EVERYONE EVERYWHERE! Now you get that, please. Don't you go around here saying, "Hendley's a “holiness 'preacher!" I AM! I am, brother, because the Bible teaches holiness, meaning conformity to God's Word. You pick up this Bible and read it. God says, "Be ye holy, for I the Lord God am holy." God demands holiness of every person on the face of this earth. Better get right with God, brother. Bet​ter get rid of everything wrong in your life and get right with God. You are going to meet Him one day. You are going to fall into the hands of the Living God! You can say "God is Love" all you please, but when your soul slips into Hell and you see the terror of the lost souls, brother, it is going to be a different story.

You cannot understand juvenile delin​quency unless you understand GOD. I have gone up and down this land and have seen juvenile delinquency.  J.Edgar Hoover, of the F. B, I. said that in the first year after the war ended, crime among juveniles increased 100.2 per cent! Think about that! 100.2 per cent! Crime among youngsters is abounding. Mr. Hoover said in effect, "I am hard to scare. I am hard to horrify. But the things that teen‑age boys and girls are doing today horrify even me, and I've been dealing with criminals all these years." We have a juvenile crime wave such as we have never known before. During the first world war, professional unclean women followed the camps of the soldiers up and down the land. During this last war, however, it was not just professional un​clean women, but BOYS and GIRLS out of some of the best homes in America. I have learned something about crime in these past several years as I have traveled around this country, and parti​cularly during the war days and during these present days.

When I was in an evangelistic campaign in Birmingham, Alabama, God gave a wonderful revival among the young peo​ple there. Thirty‑six young people ac​cepted Jesus, and I'll never forget what the preacher came to me and said. "Do you remember that girl," he said, "who came up and talked to you at the close?" I said, "Yes." He said, "Brother, that was one of the most shameful cases we ever knew. She is the daughter of a dea​con, and while her mother was out in the afternoon in the moving picture show, the girl had joined a club for boys and girls, a club that a girl couldn't join until she had surrendered her virtue, and they ac​tually found photographs of those boys and girls without a stitch of clothing on, and the whole shameful, rotten, dirty thing came out into the open for the whole community to know. A mother in the moving picture shows while her daughter is going to Hell!

I have a friend in Miami, Florida, a man of God, the pastor of a church. He said, "Literally all over this city there are clubs for teen‑age boys and girls for purposes of SIN! They get together in the afternoon's, and live in the vilest ini​quity." Now my friend wasn't joking. As I travel about, I have to live in hotels, and believe me, anyone who lives in them knows what I mean. In one hotel they had a party one night, just young people, if you please. And first of all, there were drinks, then there were dirty jokes, and then GOD ONLY KNOWS WHAT until the early hours of the morning. Then they sneaked out, you know, criminals as they were, into the dark. They didn't want to be seen. But GOD SAW, and it's written down in the books for the judgment day. God is a HOLY God! Someday He will require that which is past. Oh, what an awful thing it is going to be. Such hotel‑room parties go on all the time, in shameless sin, and I warn every boy and girl listening to me right now. In that room next to me that night, a man was talking to a woman, and I heard what they were saying. The man was asking, "How far will she go!" In that very room was a man whose job it was to prey on human flesh, to traffic in human flesh, a white‑slaver. There is many a girl who has played around in sin and has awakened to find herself doped and yonder in a house of shame, ruined forever, and because of her shame, she won't go back to her parents. I am warning you about what is going on in this land.

I remember also the conditions in Charleston, S. C., where I went to con​duct a meeting. Charleston was one of the most iniquitous places on the face of the earth during the war. I wouldn't let my wife go out unchaperoned for any​thing in the world. I talked to the Chap​lain there at the Port of Embarkation, and he told me, I go into the courts, and the girls that you see walking down the streets with the sailors and who are seen on the side of the road at night will come into the court room and look the judge in the face. He fines them for their crime, and they just go out laughing and smirking, go right on back into their sin, only to be dragged in again. And they are sixteen‑year‑old girls, teen‑age girls!  Some of them are from good homes. They are girls that thought it was an “honorable” thing to follow the service men and give themselves to the lusts of the flesh." I'm telling you, Hell broke loose during the war. Never before have we seen it just like that. Such an army of youngsters in iniquity and vilest sin! There is a revolt, among young people, against God. America has something on her hands, I'm telling you right now.

In Hampton, Virginia, just in back of the parsonage and the church where I was preaching, there was a WAC camp. The preacher told me, "The things that go on the lawns of my pastorium here and on the church when we get out of church at night are unmentionable, un​mentionable sin, people living like dogs." In Rev. 21 God was not talking about four‑footed dogs; he was talking about two‑footed dogs. Human beings living like that, in Hampton, Virginia! Listen to me, brother, if you love this country of ours, if you love this nation of ours, you PRAY as you have never prayed be​fore for the cities of America.

I held a meeting in Norfolk, Virginia, during the war. I talked to British sail​ors, and I talked to American sailors, men who had been all over the world. And those men told me there wasn't a sink of iniquity on the globe like Nor​folk, Virginia, during the war. As I came to my hotel one night after a revival meeting, I saw an eighteen‑year‑old boy wrapped around a light‑post in front of the hotel. I looked at him and thought about my boy, and I said, "God, I'd rather bury him fifty times than to find him like that!" Many a mother's boy didn't come back the same boy he was when he left. I didn't see any policemen or controls. No one was trying to find them. Nor​folk was as wide‑open as any hell‑hole of famed western history had ever been. Norfolk was a blot on the pride of Amer​ica, and the same with a lot of other cities. I'm telling you, God Almighty knows about it, and He is going to do something about it! America must re​pent of her sins and get right with God!

Our army, the army of the United States of America, condones sin. I know what I'm talking about. I have a brother who fought in the battle of Okinawa. Thank God, he came back; praise be to His Name. I know something of the suf​fering in the army. I talked with a boy who was in three engagements in the Pacific, and he came back in pretty bad condition. He helped hold those beaches and fight those Japanese. He knows what a Hell it was. He said to me, "Hend​ley, they had vessels bringing in beer and liquor when we didn't have proper food to eat. Uncle Sam saw that the beer and liquor got through." Many a boy came back a sot drunkard.

One morning my wife said, "The janitor just called and said that a soldier had somehow gotten into your study and has been sitting down there all night long, a liquor bottle on the desk." I went down to see him right way. He looked in my face and said, "Preacher, I just had to see you. I was over in France, and the last thing I saw was one of my buddies, blown to bits when a shell hit him, and he just disappeared. Disappeared utterly. Then I came home to find my Daddy

dying. He was the superintendent of a Sunday School and the godliest man I ever knew." I could tell that this father's death had broken his heart. I said, "Well, brother, what can I do for you?" He said, "Preacher, liquor's got me. I have been drinking steadily for three months, and I know I can't go on like this with​out killing myself and going to Hell." I have seen men delirious, but this man wasn't delirious. There's many a boy just like that, came back a drunkard from the war. Brother, you can't tell me that God isn't going to punish America! Is the Living God pleased with liquor stores? With houses of sin and shame? No, He is not pleased with it, and we are going to pay! We are going to pay with blood. If you are one who drinks your beer and liquor, I hope you will see the blood of some soldier as you are drinking it down I don't want to be among those who are to blame for this war. Everyone tries to get free of the blame of this war. Don't blame Hitler. God is going to lay the blame at the door of EVERYONE who HASN'T REPENTED of SIN!

Many a girl went wrong during the war. Not long ago I was in my study and a young woman came in weeping. I thought she would weep her heart out. I said, "What is the matter?" And she said, "Preacher, my husband is overseas fighting for his country. We have a precious little boy whom he has never seen, and the other day he wrote me and said, "When I come home I hope you will be as clean and pure as I am. I am trying to stay clean and pure." Again she began to weep. `Why are you crying?" I asked. She said, "I thought, What's the use of being a wall‑flower." I wanted to have a little fun, and go out. So I went out with the crowd, and we began to drink cocktails, then we began to go to the road houses, and then I fell into sin, then I took just any man who would come along, then I met a preacher's son, and he said to me, 'You aren't used to this sort of thing. You ought to come clean with God. I want you to promise me you'll go to church next Sunday night.' Preacher, that's what I am doing here. I want to get right with God! When my husband comes home, I want to be able to look him in the face!" Oh, if you don't believe there is a Hell, you should have seen the look in that young woman's face. Brother, there is no more doubt about a Hell to come, than there is about a Hell people are living in.

One of our boys, who was in the libera​tion of Paris, came home, and he told me, "Preacher, I was actually ashamed of being an American. I was ashamed of being a human being! When we had taken Paris, there in the broad daylight on the streets and in the parks we saw sin, dirty, rotten, horrible, wide‑open sin, such as dogs would never do. I was ashamed in being a human being in the Liberation of Paris. I was never so ashamed in all my life." Brother, listen to me: something is dead wrong if we ignore that situation.

Delinquency is not only among young people. I was preaching in a certain city in Nebraska, and a woman of about sixty years of age came to me, tears cours​ing down her cheeks. I said, "What is wrong, lady?" She said, "Preacher, I have been married to a man for twenty ​six years--‑rather, I have been living with a man twenty‑six years. We never took the trouble to be married. I told him the other day we had to get right, that we are facing death, and judgment and hell." I looked that woman in the face and I said, "Woman, if you value your soul, you get right with God!" God's wrath is revealed from heaven against ALL un​godliness.

I could go on and on, beloved, but I want to mention just one more thing, something that occurred in my own home the other day. I missed two watches. My little girl missed her fountain pen. The next thing we knew, the police had apprehended a whole gang of youngsters for stealing. And there were some boys in that gang that we never would have dreamed were guilty. They looked just as sweet and nice as anybody's boys. One boy had even said that he was going to preach the Gospel, and all the while he was a thief!

Causes of Juvenile Crime

What is the 
cause of this great tidal wave of juvenile crime in America? It is not confined only to juveniles; it is alarm​ing among adults. What is the CAUSE?

The Home

The first cause is in the HOME.  Where are the FAMILY ALTARS? We have neglected reading the Bible and praying at home. The FEAR OF GOD is not in our children's hearts, so why should they fear anybody else? There​fore they go right on to Hell. I tell you, the greatest task we have is to teach our children to fear God and the Bible and to pray. That is the greatest thing we can do! So many people have gotten away from having family altars.

Discipline

Something else: there is very little discipline in the homes any more. God's Word says, "HE THAT SPARETH THE ROD HATES HIS SON." You can send your child's soul to Hell by neglecting DISCIPLINE. God SAYS for us to discipline our children! In these days it is the children who tell the parents what to do, instead of the parents telling the children. We need discipline and family altars. THE MAJOR BREAKDOWN IS IN THE HOME.

School

The Second trouble is in the school.  The school is largely responsible for what our children learn.  We cannot sit back and let the teachers teach our children that the Bible is filled with myths! -‑‑ Then expect them to fear God and sin! Many are taught That God did not create Man, as it is written in Genesis, but that Man evolved from monkeys, which is contrary to the Word. When our children lose respect for the Bible and their fear of God, why shouldn't they go on down to Hell?  Recently I was in a revival meeting and a lady said to me, "Preacher, what are you going to do if your children do not believe the first three chapters of Genesis?”  I said, "I am going to tell them that they must BELIEVE GOD'S WORD if they expect to go to Heaven.”  Listen to me, brother: when you come to DIE, all the BOOKS in the world cannot keep you out of Hell, but THIS BOOK CAN!  That poor woman told me the sad story of her daughter.  In the schoolroom, the teacher had taught evolution instead of Creation by God and recorded in Genesis, where God said that HE CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE, AND BREATHED INTO HIS NOSTRILS THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL.  That daughter's faith in the Bible was totally wrecked, and pretty soon she fell into sin.  A precious child was born, and that girl is branded for the rest of her days.  Her life is blasted, and her soul is on its way to Hell.  SHE LOST HER FAITH WHILE IN THE SCHOOL ROOM.  Brother, I would tremble to meet God it I were teaching contrary to this Book.  If YOU are doing it, you had better repent, and quit doing it!  I would rather quit such teaching and go to Heaven, than to teach and go to Hell.  Any man, who defies the Word of God, will have to answer to God.  Think about the young people today whose souls are being corrupted in the schools that teach that rotten doctrine!

The Churches

Another cause of juvenile delinquency today is found in the churches.  There is no doubt about it.  Brethren, listen to me: we cannot stand up in the pulpit and NEVER MENTION anything about sin, death, judgment hell, eternity, and right living, without our congregations going on in sin, to Hell!  We can't do it.  You can in many places go to preaching services, and NEVER HEAR A WORD ABOUT SIN.  A woman who was convicted of her sins over the radio told me, "Preacher, for years I sang in the choir and went to church, but the preacher never said a word about anything that would convict me of my sins. I sat there and sang hymns, even invitation hymns, and all the while I was carrying on an affair on the side.”  Well, she didn't carry on an affair after that night; she came to Christ.  The WORD of GOD uncovered her sins, and she bowed humbly and repented before God Almighty.  I am for my preacher friends.  I thank God for them.  But let me say this‑--and every honest preacher here will endorse it; a man who stands in the pulpit and never warns a sinner of his wicked ways and never preaches the whole counsel of God, is not worthy of the name of a servant of God! A very outstanding theologian said to me one night, after I had poured out my soul trying to bring God's message, "Hendley, I feel like you are doing some of our preaching for us." Oh, my brother preacher! None of us can be responsible for another's ministry. God says, "Hear the Word of my mouth, and give them WARNING for Me. If thou givest him not warning, his blood will I require at your hand." God have mercy on any preacher who meets God and the souls who have sat before him and whom he had never warned, and they slip into Hell without any danger signals having been thrown before them! God have mercy on such a preacher ! God says, "HE THAT HATH MY WORD, LET HIM SPEAK MY WORD FAITH​FULLY." A preacher can stand in the pulpit and preach 52 Sundays on the "sweet" things of God, and lost souls can go to Hell. God help us preachers and teachers to LOVE LOST SOULS.

The Shows

Another cause of juvenile delinquency is the moving picture shows. The news​papers don't pretend to be in the busi​ness of serving the Lord, the moving pictures never have, and the radio is fast being given over to the devil, and when it does, AMERICA IS GONE. With these great means of propaganda becom​ing more and more anti‑Christian, people will corrupt themselves so fast that the Tribulation Period will be upon us before we know it, Pictures shows! In At​lanta, across the street from the place I frequently take my meals, are two moving picture shows. Time and again, there have been full length pictures of half‑dressed women out there on the side​walk inviting passers‑by to come in. How many of you believe that that pleased God? You take that out of the shows, and fewer people would go. Not long ago, I heard a movie executive talking with a business man, and he said, ‘You know, we make up religious pictures sometimes, and the people won't come. But when our directors make up a dirty, sexy, indecent picture, the people will flock to see them. We give the people what they want." They are making a picture now of a best‑seller, and are spending 5 million dollars to produce it. A reviewer of the book said that no decent human being would even THINK these things, much less think about putting them in print. You watch! Amer​ica will flock to see that picture! Listen, you can't be around dirty things without becoming defiled in soul and mind. You can hardly find a movie couple who have been married to each other for ten years. Many times a man marries a woman, flings her off and gets another, flings her off and gets another, and some of them marry again before the former partner has been disposed of by divorce. And they are called "stars," with the Amer​ican public almost bowing down and wor​shipping them! Brother the MOVIES are going to HELL. Paul plainly says in I Corinthians 7: "And unto the mar​ried I command, yet not I but the Lord, let not the wife depart from the husband, but if she does depart, let her remain un​married, or be reconciled to her husband and let the husband not put away his wife." All over Hollywood they do it, and some of you just eat it up. I defy any theater‑goer in this room, not con​vinced, to get your Sunday paper and tear out the advertisements on the movie page and bring them to me, with their suggestive titles, and with the lust that is portrayed, and then let us look them over and honestly ask God if He is pleas​ed with it. Will you do that? No. You won't have anything to do with them. LUST! The whole movie industry is wrapped up in the word LUST. No child of God, wanting to walk with God, will go to the moving picture shows. Boys and girls everywhere go to the movies and sit in there and take it all in, and then go out and do everything they saw suggested in the movies, with all the vice and sin.

Dress

Something else that is a curse before God today is the way women dress. God did not intend for women to dress like men. Listen to me: "THE WOMAN SHALL NOT WEAR THAT WHICH PERTAIN​ETH TO A MAN." Duet. 22:25. That isn't the preacher talking; that is the Word of the Living God. And you are going to meet Him when you die. Wo​men, you are an abomination unto the law of your God when you do it. That is what He says. That is not my word. Women are dressing immodestly today. When I drove up and down the highways last summer, I saw women on the road in shorts and so insufficiently clothed that it was shameful to man. Don't tell me that that is pleasing to God who says, "BE YE HOLY, FOR I THE LORD YOUR GOD AM HOLY." One of these days all the actresses and all other women who portray sin and lust are going to find out that THEY WILL ANSWER for every evil thought they have created in the mind of man. Women, you are responsible for every evil thought you create in the mind of man. Also: women are working today, and God never intended that women should work like men, as women have done during the war. God's Word says that He wills that women be "DISCREET, CHASTE, KEEPERS AT HOME." That is God's will. But during the war days, we put the women in war plants, and we will never know until eternity the hell that came out of that.

A girl came to me and said, "Brother Hendley, I want you to pray that my mother will come home." I said, "where is she?" She said, "Yonder in Detroit working in a war plant." You say, "Well, somebody had to do it, preacher." Friend, God never intended for women to take the places of men. I had a deacon who worked in Bell Bomber Plant, 22,000 peo​ple working there at one time, many of the women in slacks, men's clothing, an abomination in the sight of God. That man said, "Hendley, only eternity will reveal the sin that came out of that place." Men and women working side by side. God knows what they were. God knows what went on. I have ob​served that when a woman goes out fighting the world like a man has to fight it everyday, many times she will become loud and coarse and profane, and every​thing unfeminine. Everything that real men appreciate in a woman will be gone. Isn't that right, men? Some of us just don't like to hear women curse. We just don't like to see women smoke. We just don't like to see them dress like men. We want to put them on a pedestal. We still want to look up to a woman as some​thing just a little better than we are. (That is, some of us still feel that way! We were reared to respect women). We don't want them looking like men. We don't want the coarse, the loud, the profane. And GOD DOESN'T EITHER. God never planned it that way. When the whole story is told, we are going to find that more iniquity came from put​ting women into the war than we know anything about.

The Dance

Then there is the dance. Oh, the souls that have been defiled by the modern dance!

The Law Is Weak

Then there is not enough law enforce​ment today. I have found out to my sor​row that we don't have very strict law enforcement any more. There aren't police forces adequate to take care of the crime wave. I know what I am talk​ing about. A person can violate the law and yet have a good chance to get by with it. We are living in an age of law​lessness and disrespect for authority, es​pecially among juveniles.

Unclean Literature

Another thing is the kind of literature on the newsstands today. It is one of the great causes of juvenile delinquency. You can't read dirty books and be clean boys and girls and men and women. I read in my Bible NOT "Blessed are the pure in hands" or "Blessed are the pure in tongues" or "Blessed are the pure in feet," but "BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD." You have to be clean in HEART and in MIND to walk with God, and you can't be clean and read salacious literature from the newsstands. You can't read all those defiling magazines and walk with God. God demands holiness of every human being, and don't be afraid of that word HOLINESS! Holiness is simply conformity to God's will, simply living a life pleasing to God.

Cure For Delinquency

There is only one cure for this tidal wave of iniquity, and that is JUDG​MENT, the judgment of REVIVAL or the COMING OF THE LORD. I hope it will be revival. A revival is a time of judgment, a time when people search their own hearts and lives and find what is there that displeases God, a time when people turn from their sins, and begin to live for God with all their heart, and seek to please Him. There are signs of revival in America, thank God, and it is the ONLY HOPE of being saved from another bloodbath. GOD WILL NOT PERMIT AMERICA TO GO ON FREELY IN HER SINS! WE MUST HAVE REVIVAL OR HORRIBLE JUDGMENT!

When nations sin, God punishes na​tions. The only thing we can do is judge ourselves, give up all known sin in our lives, surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ, and cry to God for revival to sweep Amer​ica! But we will never have revival un​til EACH ONE of us gives up EVERY KNOWN SIN and every worldly thing. God bearing me witness, in every city where I go to hold a meeting, I cry day and night, on my face before God, "God, save this city!" We will never have a re​vival in any city until individuals give up known sin and get clean before God, get to work before God, and cry to Him daily for a great revival to sweep the church, and sweep that city, and draw back the tidal wave of iniquity! You say, "Do you believe a revival is coming?" I tell you I believe it CAN come. I believe it can come HERE. If every per​son in this room will give up every known sin, every thing that is questionable, every thing that is wrong, and get right with God, get on fire for God, begin to obey God, begin to cry mightily to Him for a revival, then GOD WILL SEND A REVIVAL! There is some evidence of it over the land. In our union campaigns, thank God, souls streamed to the Lord Jesus Christ. People are hungry for God! In so many places this is so. Wherever you find Christians coming to​gether and putting on a revival campaign in some neutral place, God shakes that city and saves a multitude of souls and they go into the churches, and that city's tendency is to revive. 

Recently when I was in Alabama for a meeting, we left there a crowd of young people doing soul ​winning work for Jesus. Evangelists are being raised up of God, and there is evi​dence of revival in many places. But re​vival is on a pitifully small scale now, and the flames needs to be fanned by the devotion of every true child of God who will get right with God! WE MUST HAVE REVIVAL--‑OR, WHAT? THE END OF THE AGE AND ETERNAL WRATH! I say to you, beloved, WE CAN'T GO ON AS WE ARE GOING, WITHOUT SOON COMING TO THE END OF THE AGE. We can't bear this tidal wave of iniquity without the wrath of God being poured out upon us. I am more fearful of this day in which we are living than of any other time that I can remember. What is coming? THE TRIBULATION PERIOD! The time of WORLD‑WIDE WAR, NATION LIFT​ING UP SWORD AGAINST NATION, such as we never have dreamed, making this last war look like a trifling thing. In the Book of Revelation, we read that 800,000,000 people will die, in 42 months. A third of the earth, then a fourth of the earth, will be cut off in the terrible wrath of God, which will be so terrible that Jesus said IF HE DIDN'T CUT 1T SHORT BY HIS RETURN, NO FLESH WOULD BE LEFT ALIVE on the face of this earth. Oh, brethren, the world is in for it. There will be a world‑wide famine when the heavens will be shut up for 42 months and there will be no rain. Noth​ing but famine and pestilence will cover the earth. DEMONS WILL COME UP OUT OF THE PIT and men will be demon‑possessed as never before in the history of the world. The ANTI‑CHRIST IS COMING, a man, energized of Satan, who will rule this world for 42 months. God is going to empty out on a Christ ​rejecting, godless, sinful world all of His wrath. The angels in heaven will say, "Blessed art thou, O Lord, for Thou hast judged thus." Beyond that, what? THE DESTRUCTION OF THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH.  GOD'S WORD SAYS that He will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise and the ele​ments shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and all its work shall be burn​ed up." Nevertheless, we (the saved) according to His promise, look for a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwell​eth righteousness, and beyond that, the Holy City for the redeemed!

Oh, brother, are you saved? Are you SAVED? I like to pick up my Bible in these troublous days and read Revela​tion 21 and 22. It tells us there that on the new earth we shall be living with God, and GOD WITH US. We read about the gates of pearl. We read about the streets of gold. We read about the river of life, and the tree of life. We read that there will be no more curse in the city of God.

The Face of God

We read that His servants shall serve Him and they shall see His face! Oh, what a joy to see the FACE OF GOD. Fanny Crosby (the hymn writer, you re​member) was born blind, One time some​one was trying to comfort her and said, "Miss Crosby, just to think, you have never seen anyone's face!" The dear wo​man's face shone like the sun as she re​plied, "Don't pity me. Just think, the first face that I shall see will be the face of my Lord!" WE ARE GOING TO SEE HIS FACE! Brother, listen, the day is coming when I am going to see the face of God, the face of the God who made me, and kept me, and died on the cross to save me, and I am going to live with Him‑--forever! THAT IS HIS PROMISE in the Book.

"When we're inside those gates of pearl, 

We'll learn a lot of things;

We'll have a harp that's made of gold, 

Perhaps a thousand strings.”

"We'll sing, we'll shout, we'll dance about, 

The Lord will dry our tears;

We'll have a grand Home‑coming Week,

The first TEN THOUSAND YEARS!"

I wouldn't turn that down for anything in the world! I wouldn't miss that City of God for anything! I am going HOME, to meet GOD. Let Hell come upon this earth, let the wicked get more wicked, let iniquity abound, let the tidal wave come, let the tribulation troubles come, still I haven't anything to fear. GOD I S MY REFUGE AND STRENGTH, A PRESENT HELP IN TIME OF TROUBLE. I have Christ! What need I more?  Praise be unto God, I am headed for the City of God, and the face of the Lord Jesus Christ, to reign for​ever!

The Unsaved

What about the unsaved? Listen to me, unsaved friend: "BUT THERE SHALL IN NO WISE ENTER INTO IT ANYTHING THAT DEFILETH. NEITHER WHATSOEVER WORK​ETH AN ABOMINATION OR MAK​ETH A LIE, BUT THEY WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THE LAMB'S BOOK OF LIFE." Let me ask you, unsaved friend, this question as I come to the conclusion of my message: Do you want to go to that City of God? Do you want to es​cape the terrible wrath that is coming upon this godless world rejecting Jesus? Oh, make sure your name is written in the Lamb's Book of Life!

"Is your name written there 

On the page bright and fair, 

In the Book of God's Kingdom? 

Is YOUR name written there?"

There is a Book that is more import​ant than the Bible! No book in all the world is so important as the Bible, but there is a Book in the universe that  is more important than the Bible.  Some people have never seen a Bible but their name will be written in that other Book, by the grace of God. You ask what it is? It is the LITTLE BOOK in the hand of Jesus. It belongs to Him. In that book are inscribed nothing but NAMES, only the names of persons who have been born again and love Jesus, and have given up the world and are trusting Him. These people are written down for life in the City of God. Their names are in the city register of that glorious heaven! Brother, when YOU COME TO DIE, IF YOUR NAME IS NOT IN THAT BOOK, YOU CANNOT WALK THROUGH THE CITY OF GOD!

Once there was a king who had a jester, or, as they were called in those days, a "fool." This fool happened to be a very wise man. One day the king gave the fool a gold‑headed cane and said, "Fool, when you find a greater fool than yourself, I want you to give him this gold‑headed cane." Six years passed by. Then one day the old king was about to die, and he called for his jester. The jester came, holding the cane behind his back. He said to his monarch, "You called for me?' The king answered, "Yes, I am going on a long journey." The jester said, "When are you coming back?" The king said, "You don't understand. I am dying, and I am not coming back." The jester said, "What preparation did you make?" The king said, "That's what troubles me, I haven't made any preparation." The jester looked at the dying king and said, "You told me if I ever found a bigger fool than myself that I was to give him this gold‑headed cane. You and I both have known that we must die. I have made preparations; you haven't. I think you are a bigger fool," the jester concluded, and handed the dying monarch the cane. SURELY ANY MAN PLAYS THE FOOL, IF HE DOES NOT MAKE SURE NOW THAT HIS NAME IS WRITTEN IN THE LAMB'S BOOK OF LIFE!

Will you say, "Preacher, I WANT TO BE SAVED! I want to be sure that MY NAME is written in that Book. I want to spend eternity in the city of God. I don't want to go to the Lake of Fire." You say, "How may I make sure that my name is written there?" Friend, right now ACCEPT JESUS, who died for you, and paid with His blood for the right for your name to be written in the Book of Life and for you to enter into the City of God. TRUST HIS PROMISE, and you may be sure as though you had already been there ten thousand years, for GOD WILL KEEP HIS WORD! And His Word is, "WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM SHALL NOT PERISH!" WILL YOU DO IT?

PAGE  
1

