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Romans 3:24

Now, friends,…… if you have your Bibles, turn with me, please, to Roman; 3 verse 24, and we are studying today the TREMENDOUS TRUTH OF JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH.

Romans 3:24 says, "Being justified freely by God's grace, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus." Every person can be justified freely by God's grace.

We found out that the Greek word for Justification, dikaao, means "to DE CLARE righteous, to TREAT as righteous, to DEEM righteous." Never does it mean, "to MAKE righteous."

We found out that a sinner, when he comes to God, must come as unrighteous, as ungodly, as he is. He must simply come to God WITH NOTHING.

We found out that salvation is not by works (Romans 4:5), but it is to him that worketh not but simply BELIEVETH.

Justification and Salvation are not by works, but BY BELIEVING. Let's remember that. We find that the meaning, all the way through the Word of God.

The next thing we find is that the noun that comes from dikaao, ending is ma, means "the DECLARATION that a thing or person is RIGHTEOUS." We have that in Romans 5:16‑18. "And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification." The DECLARATION that a thing or person is RIGHTEOUS. So, it's a free gift, this salvation! Even though we have had many offences, yet God declares that we are RIGHTEOUS.

Then we have the word dikaiosis. The ending, sis, properly in Greek means that it denotes "the act or process of PRONOUNCING RIGHTEOUS." And, in the case of a sinner, "the ACT OF ACQUITTAL," GOD acquitting us completely from all GUILT.

Not long ago in Detroit the newspaper flashed these words: DR. SMALL ACQUITTED. Dr. Small was a dentist. His wife went to Miami, Florida, and there was a playboy down there from New York City, and they began to carry on an affair on the side. It nearly broke the heart of the dentist, when the wife slipped away for a rendezvous with her lover. The dentist, almost crazy, took his gun and walked in on them, and he killed this man. All during the trial, even though he had murdered the man, the jury went out and came back invoking the unwritten law, that a man has the right to kill a man who breaks up his home and steals his wife's affections. They ACQUITTED him. They let him go! The way they did it was by declaring him temporarily insane, but everybody knew the situation and they treated him NOT as a criminal in jail. The sheriff was like a father to him. Everybody was on his side, because they recognized that it was not right for a man to do such a major crime as to take another man's wife's affections away from him and break his home. I am not saying who was right and who was wrong. I am simply using the word to press it home here: "Dr. Small ACQUITTED."

That is what JUSTIFICATION is: ACQUITTAL. He was not declared GUILTY, even though he had murdered a man. He was not declared GUILTY of murder, which would have carried with it a life sentence or death penalty. He went out a free man. Acquittal means FREEDOM.

So when you and I find ourselves as sinners in the Presence of God, and when we believe on Jesus, we are JUSTIFIED, by FAITH. Not by works, not by anything we can do, not by being good (which we haven't been, nor could be even if we thought we could); we are justified by FAITH! We are declared righteous BY FAITH! We are acquitted BY FAITH! We are free because it is the DECREE OF ACQUITTAL, the VERDICT OF ACQUITTAL, by the Judge.

Isn't that a wonderful thing? How we praise God for that tremendous statement. "Dr. Small Acquitted"? YOU AND I are acquitted in the courtroom of God! We'll not come into judgment! Isn't that great? We'll not stand before that Great White Throne Judgment, because WHOM GOD declares righteous, treats as righteous, acquits, gives the verdict of not guilty grants complete acquittal, shall never stand before the Judgment Bar of God!

Now notice, "Being justified freely." We have here the word dikauinoi, "being" justified freely; that is a participle. We have the Greek word dikaios; that means "righteous man." Dikaiosune; that means “righteousness." In all these we see dikaiao, our word for "justify." The fundamental idea, in the early writings, meant, "being in the RIGHT, as a party to a suit in a court of law; adjudged to be RIGHT; the person in the RIGHT."

Now when we come to think about the Jew in Old Testament times, he failed! Not that he was NOT INTERESTED in being righteous with God, but rather that he went about it in the wrong way, to ATTAIN it!

To a Jew, the Mosaic Law contained the whole sphere of Righteousness. His one idea of BEING RIGHT before God, of attaining righteousness before God, was CONFORMITY TO THE LAW. His obedience to the Law became formal and mechanical. It is deeply touching to see how the religious leaders of that great nation DEVOTED themselves, with so much earnestness and zeal, to the study of the Law, which they believed really did come from God, and yet how they failed so disastrously in grasping the Law's true SPIRIT! For the end of the Law was not in itself, but rather to LEAD TO TWO THINGS: first, love for God; and second, love for all men. Those two things summed up all the commandments in the Law. Jesus summed it all up, saying, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart with all thy mind, with all thy strength, and love thy neighbor as thyself. UPON THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS suspend ALL the Law and the Prophets."

Paul never spoke harshly of such earnestness. Rather, his heart bled for them! And he could say, "I could wish myself accursed from God for MY BRETHREN'S SAKE, according to the flesh; MY KINSMEN, ISRAEL!" Paul could not withhold his testimony as to their zeal. But, unhappily, he said, "It is a zeal NOT ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE." Romans 10:2.

Now the Master came and pointed out the error. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God . . .and thy neighbor as thyself." Their worship of the LETTER, and not the SPIRIT, of the Law, led to their DESPISING OTHERS, whom they thought were outside the pale of God's salvation! Jesus said in Mark 7:15 that it is not that which is OUTSIDE a man that defiles him, but the things that proceed OUT OF A MAN that defile him.

Paul the Apostle next came and seized the heart of the matter. If there is to be a real reformation of life, Paul said, it has to be based on a personal relationship with God, not simply the knowledge of technical laws.

The righteousness of a Christian is to be the righteousness OF FAITH. A declaration of rightness on God's part, the divine verdict of acquittal, PRECEDES the actual practice of righteousness in the life, and begins the reformation immediately upon his sincere embracing of Christianity, or Christ as Saviour and Lord.

So, the BEGINNING of the Christian life is the DIVINE VERDICT OF ACQUITTAL to the person who comes humbly claiming Jesus Christ as his Saviour, presenting to God only FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST and TRUST in God and His Son. When a person trusts God and His son and turns himself over into Their hands, THEN he be​gins the Christian life, with the divine verdict of acquittal, a declaration of righteousness of God's part. That is, God declares him righteous. That is what we mean by Justification by Faith! What a wonderful, wonderful statement it is!

Now the amazing thing about this whole thing is, Paul got it from the OLD Testament. The Old Testament (particularly Isaiah and the Psalms) teaches Justification by Faith. That's where Paul got it. Let's look for a moment:

In Isaiah 56:1, God says, "My salva​tion is near to come, and my right​eousness to be revealed." Now in He‑

brew parallelism, salvation and right​eousness are synonymous. A man isn't SAVED unless God can declare him RIGHTEOUS. God cannot bring UN​RIGHTEOUS people to heaven, so they have got to be declared RIGHTEOUS.

Well, if we are not righteous in our​selves, we have got to find some way, or God has got to find some way, by which to declare us righteous.

Here it is synonymous: "My SAL​VATION is near to come, and my RIGHTEOUSNESS to be revealed." Notice, righteousness is something that God has, and that He REVEALS to man.

We have it again in Psalm 24:5. He speaks of the blessed man who "shall receive a blessing from the Lord AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, from the God of his salvation." Here we have the amaz​ing statement that RIGHTEOUSNESS is to be RECEIVED, and not to be EARNED. You can't earn it. It isn't your own--‑it's GOD'S righteousness!

We found in Isaiah 56:1 that it go​ing to be REVEALED. Here, we have it not only revealed, but RECEIVED BY MAN. God reveals it, man receives it. "He shall receive a blessing from the Lord AND RIGHTEOUS from the God of his SALVATION." In Hebrew parallelism, the blessing IS the RIGHT​EOUSNESS! Well, then! Righteous​ness is a GIFT FROM GOD.

We have that again, distinctly, in Romans 5:17. "They that receive abundance of grace AND THE GIFT, OF RIGHTEOUSNESS." So righteous​ness is a gift.

Do you EARN a gift? No. Are you WORTHY of a gift? No. What do you do with a gift? You just RECEIVE it and enjoy it!

And so, God GIVES us righteous standing in His eyes. He acquits us of ALL SIN, when we come to the Lord Jesus Christ. And that's what Justifi​cation by Faith means. When you and I come just by simple faith, and noth​ing else, and say, "Father, I trust Thy WORD. I trust Jesus as my Saviour who died for my sins," then God gives us the GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. We just receive it and enjoy it. BE​LIEVING is receiving.

In Isaiah 45:25, God says, "In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory." Notice, ALL the seed of Israel. Israel wasn't a per​fect nation; she was a sinning nation! Isaiah thunders out against the sinners of his day! But he says, "IN THE LORD shall ALL the seed of Israel be justified." They shall be declared righteous by God.

Now notice in Isaiah 46:13. "I bring near my righteousness: my salvation is gone forth." God's righteousness (which is equivalent to His salvation) is some​thing that GOES FORTH FROM HIM, and MEN ARE TO RECEIVE IT.

In all these passages, the righteous​ness of God is described as something "going forth, projected, FROM GOD; and coming TO MEN; and resulting in their SALVATION." And it's all BY FAITH!

Notice again in Isaiah 57:17, God says of Israel, who was sinful, "Their righteousness is of Me." They don't have any of their own, so I shall furn​ish their righteousness. I shall DECLARE them righteous, for they in themselves are not righteous. So, if God DECLARES them righteous, then it is not something that they bring TO GOD; it is the gift of God TO THEM, something they RECEIVE, by simple faith. "Their righteousness is OF ME."

You remember that amazing state​ment in Jeremiah, "The Lord our Right​eousness." Jehovah Tsidkenu, or Yah​weh Tsidkenu‑the NAME OF GOD. "The Lord, OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS." That is what Israel is going to claim God as, in the future. They will recog​nize that they have no righteousness of their own, but only the LORD, the One who DECLARES them righteous, even though they are not righteous themselves.

In all these passages, then, RIGHT​EOUSNESS is something that is de​scribed as going forth FROM GOD, and coming to men, resulting in their salvation.

Oh, what a wonderful truth! We are, going on with this tremendous study of JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH, God DECLARING us, guilty sinners, as righteous when we come to Him by faith and trust Him and His promises and trust the Lord Jesus as our Sav​iour.

If you have never trusted Christ, won't you do so now? Be justified, BY FAITH, right now! God bless you, and goodbye.
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