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Romans 3:23-24

Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me, please, to Romans 3:23 and 24, and we are studying today the greatest thing that the human mind can study, the foundation of the faith, and that is, JUSTIFICATION. That is the Bible sense of justification, Justification by Faith. It is the ringing cry of the Reformation! It is the ringing cry of the Epistle to the Romans! It is the ringing cry of the true Gospel! In the first five chapters of the Epistle to the Romans, JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH is the main theme that Paul expounds to us. We are going to take up for a few days that WONDERFUL study of Justification by Faith. If you were to go into all the churches in this city on Sunday morning, and you were able to examine everyone who attends, everyone who is a professing Christian, and you were to ask them the question, "Please tell me, what is justification by faith?" I venture to say there would be FEW people able to give you an answer that is honest and right. And yet, this is THE FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINE of the Bible. It is one of the greatest statements of the Bible. It is the assurance of our salvation. It is a WONDERFUL statement.

Now notice, Romans 1:23 and 24. God says in verse 23, "All have sinned and have come short of the glory of God." Then He says in verse 24, "Being justified freely. . ." (Now the word ALL is to be carried over from the preceding verse into this sentence. Remember that verse‑divisions were made by man and not by God, and it interrupts the thought.) "All have sinned," and "all are being justified freely by His grace, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus."

"Being justified freely." The word for justify is dikaioo, the last two o's, omicron and omega, in the Greek. "Justification," dikaioo.

The verb means, "to pronounce righteous." It never means to MAKE righteous; it means to PRONOUNCE righteous. When we speak of justification by faith, we mean God pronouncing a guilty sinner SAVED by faith and faith alone. The word, "to pronounce righteous," is a law term. It is a forensic word. Forensic means a term of law, a term of the courts. So this word, dikaioo, "to pronounce righteous", has the relation of a VERDICT PRONOUNCED BY A JUDGE. It is a definite verdict, pronounced by a judge, and in this case, pronounced by THE Judge of All the Earth! Here we have the great God of heaven is pronouncing a guilty sinner ‑--me, and you---as RIGHTEOUS! He does not say He MAKES us righteous; that is another thing involved and we will deal with it later. But when YOU come by simple faith in the Lord Jesus, the Judge pronounces YOU RIGHTEOUS. Now that's a wonderful thing. I've just studied with you that passage in Acts 17 where God speaks of the fact that He has appointed a day when He will judge the WORLD, in righteousness. Now judging the "world" doesn't mean the believer! The world is not the believer. It doesn't mean the believers in the Lord Jesus, born again people who love the Lord. It means people who shut God out of their lives. He is going to judge the WORLD.

Now here the judge is pronouncing RIGHTEOUS those who believe in Jesus, so we won't BE at that judgment. God has appointed the Day when He will judge the world in righteousness, and He has appointed a Man who is going to do the judging, the Lord Jesus Christ, and He has given to all men assurance, in that He raised Him from the dead! So here we have the verdict pronounced by a Judge. This is a courtroom term, a law term, dikaioo, and it means "to PRONOUNCE RIGHTEOUS." It cannot mean to MAKE righteous! There are other influences which go to make a person righteous, but they are not found in this passage. This Greek word means "to DECLARE righteous, to TREAT someone as righteous," and it even means, "to PROVE righteous," for in a court, the judge cannot DECLARE you right if not PROVEN right! So, to declare righteous, to treat as righteous, is the thought here. The most wonderful thing I know is, that some of us who are sinners are treated righteous, declared righteous, by the Great Judge of All The Earth, so much so that we shall not stand before Him in judgment! The sin question has all been taken care of. JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH!

Now we are dealing with the word "justify," first of all, linguistically. This Greek word dikaioo can mean only this, for it is the nature of verbs ending in omicron omega. Such words derived from adjectives of MORAL MEANING, must, from the nature of things, signify to deem, to account, to prove, or to treat as... whatever the verbs means.

For instance, aksioo, the word for "worthy", means to ACCOUNT worthy, to DEEM worthy, to TREAT AS worthy.

Osioo, the word for "holy," means to DEEM or to ACCOUNT, or to TREAT SOMEONE AS BEING holy.

Dikaioo, likewise, means to DEEM, or to ACCOUNT, or to TREAT SOMEONE AS righteous.

So, verbs ending in omicron‑omega give that sense.

And then by the regular use of the word in the Septuagint version of the Old Testament, the Greek Old Testament, we find 45 times this word dikaioo with this forensic, or judicial, sense. The verdict of a judge, DECLARING somebody as righteous. That's a very powerful proof that that is the meaning of the word.

Then we find from the New Testament usage of this word dikaioo, that it is all that it can possibly mean. For instance, in Matthew 12:37 we find the Lord saying, "For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned." That means, "By thy words (that is our word dikaioo) thou shalt be declared righteous, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned." Declared righteous by your words! It doesn't mean, "By your words you can be MADE righteous; WORDS can't make you righteous. It means to DECLARE righteous there, and it cannot mean anything else.

Then again in Luke 7:29 we read, "And all the people that heard Him and the publicans justified God, being

baptized with the baptism of John."  When they heard John preaching the Gospel---all the people and the publicans---they "justified GOD." There's our word dikaioo! It doesn't mean they made God righteous; it means that they DECLARED that He was right.  They took sides with God, against themselves. They were condemned.  They admitted it, and declared God right in His condemnation of them, and they proved it by repenting and by being baptized as a symbol of their

repentance. They declared God right​eous. Now dikaioo there cannot mean, "make righteous," because you can't

MAKE God righteous. He is already righteous, absolutely, perfectly. It means they DECLARED and TREAT​ED God as BEING RIGHT. And friends, when a man or woman does not admit their sins, as God commands, and take Christ, THEY DO NOT JUSTIFY GOD. They do not declare God righteous. They declare God UNRIGHTEOUS in His condemnation!

Then in Luke 10:29 we have the word again, in a similar vein. "But he, willing to justify HIMSELF, said unto Jesus, Who is my neighbor?" "He willing to justify himself."" Now there a man in one minute couldn't make himself righteous. It means he, willing to declare himself right, said to Jesus, "Who is my neighbor?"

Then again it is used of Jesus in I Timothy 3:16. "And without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness. God was manifest in the flesh, JUSTIFIED in the Spirit." That word "justified" is our word dikaioo! And it means, "declared righteous in the Spirit." The very Spirit of Jesus, which was the Holy Spirit of God operating in His life, declared Him righteous, absolutely, an absolutely righteous man. Now Jesus Christ could not be MADE more righteous than He is. It can't mean, "God was manifest in the flesh and, MADE righteous in the Spirit." No. It means He was DECLARED righteous in the Spirit, because Jesus couldn't be any MORE righteous than He was. Now if you will follow the passage all the way through, you will find exactly that same truth.

For instance, Romans 2:13, we have the record of dikaioo. "For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be declared righteous." The doers of the law shall be declared righteous before God.

Then chapter 3, verse 4, "God forbid, yea, let God be true but every man a liar, as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in Thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged." "Justified in thy sayings." He is talking about the Judgment Day (That is a quotation from the Psalms) when God is COMING IN JUDGMENT. God is going to be true, even though every man is a liar. GOD TELLS THE TRUTH! God will be justified in His sayings on the Day of Judgment. That is, God will be declared righteous, in all of His laws, on the Day of Judgment. When a man stands before God in judgment---a man who has rejected Jesus Christ --‑he will keep his mouth shut. He will have to say GOD WAS RIGHT. GOD WAS ABSOLUTELY RIGHT, in His judgment, in His laws, and in the way He treated him. He has got to declare God righteous. It does not mean to MAKE God righteous, for you cannot MAKE God, I repeat, any MORE righteous than He is.

So, when this word is used of Christ and of God, it is obvious that dikaioo means to DECLARE righteous, and not to MAKE righteous. Those words are very definite in the New Testament.

Now, the meaning is fully clear from Romans 4:5, and here, it is expressly stated that the person justified has nothing to show, in the way of meritorious acts. His one asset is FAITH! This faith is taken, by God, as the EQUIVALENT for righteousness! You get that in Romans 4:5, where we read, "Salvation is to him that WORKETH NOT." Here is a man who comes to God. He stands in the presence of a holy God. He is a sinner. He wants to be saved.  

He says, "God, how can I be saved?"

God says, "First of all, you cannot be saved by any WORKS that you do.  There is no way you can work to be saved. Absolutely none."

We were sitting in the dining room of a hotel in Flint, Michigan, for an evening meal just before going to a service---Doug Fisher, Strat Shufelt and Strat's mother, and myself--‑and a man was waiting on the table. One of the fellows asked him whether he was

saved or not, and immediately he told us he was a Baptist. Well, being a Baptist is all right. But, you see, he didn't say he was saved. He just said he was "a Baptist,” as though just being a Baptist meant he was saved and going to heaven. He had that idea. He thought that because he was a Baptist he was going to heaven. But, no, joining all kinds of churches will

not take us. It is "To him that WORK​ETH not." The "work" of joining the church, or getting baptized, will not take any person to heaven, in itself.  It is "to him that WORKETH NOT."  So then, Doug said, "Well, you know, when you go to heaven God is not going to ask us at the Gate whether we are a Baptist or a Methodist or a Presbyterian. We've got to have more

than that if we are going to heaven.  We have to have something else!"  "Well," he said, "I‑I've done pretty

well. I'm not so bad. I pay my debts, and treat my wife right," and he went on telling what a good fellow he was. Nothing about Jesus. Nothing about salvation by faith. He didn't know anything about it. He was as much in the dark as a man ignorant, who had never been around churches. And yet, that man sat in churches! I wonder if any preacher ever preached on Justification by Faith. Oh, we are missing the mark my fellow pastors, if we don't make ROMANS plain to people! The Gospel of Salvation, and the HEART OF THIS MATTER, is JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH! That man thought that by his WORKS he had something to present to God.

Now God says, that when you stand as a guilty sinner before Him and you want to be saved and ask and come to heaven, the first thing God says in Romans 4:5 is to realize that salvation is to him that worketh not. You have to QUIT working if you want to be SAVED. You've got to QUIT trying to get in on your goodness and your works and joining churches, and getting baptized, and your morals and your meritorious acts. They HAVE no merit, God says. It is "to him that worketh not." You've got to stop working, before you can go to heaven.

You've got to stop working for it. Then He says, positively, that it "IS to him that BELIEVETH on Him that JUSTIFIETH the ungodly." You are to BELIEVE ON GOD AND HIS CHRIST. You must TRUST! That is the meaning of the word "believe." You must TRUST God, and TRUST His CHRIST. So when you come as a guilty sinner before God, and claim Jesus Christ as your Saviour, then God DECLARES YOU righteous, and you're RIGHTEOUS, in the eyes of God. It is to him that worketh not, but simply BELIEVES on the GOD Who justifies the ungodly! Then, your FAITH is COUNTED to you for righteousness. Your FAITH, that's all you can bring to God for salvation---faith, trust, dependence, love.

So when you admit you're a SINNER, God can forgive you. When a person admits that he has come to the end of his way, and stops working, stops trying to be good enough to be saved, and JUST DEPENDS UPON JESUS, and God's loving grace in Christ, he can be saved. But until he does that, he cannot be. I hope that's' clear to you. Tune in tomorrow as we continue this marvelous theme of Justification by Faith. That's all for now, friends. God bless you, and goodbye.
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