JOB AND HIS THREE FRIENDS
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Job 42:7

In the Book of Job, chapter 42 and verse 7, we read these words: "And it was so that after the Lord had spoken these words unto Job, the Lord said, My wrath is kindled against thy two friends, for ye have not spoken of Me right, as My servant Job." (God is speaking here to one of the three friends of Job.)

"You have not spoken of Me RIGHT." This passage is at the end of the famous Book of Job, and in the few minutes that I have I just want to point out this thought that came to me the other day in my meditations. It is a tremendous thought.

The Book of Job records four men, thinking, reasoning, speaking their thoughts about God and human suffering. Human suffering has always been a great problem. The problem of pain! I pulled a volume off my study shelf this morning about the problem of pain. I have another volume, Christ and Human Suffering. This problem has caused a lot of people to stumble. We don't know all the answers, but there is one thing here that is very vital to us who love the Lord. The Book of Job records Job, best man God had on earth, SUFFERING. He lost his health. He lost his wealth. He lost ten children in one day in a terrible destruction, and here he is, a SUFFERING man. These three friends gather around him and reason with Job as to WHY he is suffering, in regard to God, what GOD has to do with it. These men speak one at a time through this book, and Job replies to them. Here are forty‑two chapters of MEN'S THINKING and reasoning about God. This is a wonderful book, one that every one of us should know.

Now these men, we find, are DIVIDED in their thinking. The three are AGAINST Job. They take an idea opposite to Job's. Job's idea about God and Who He is and what He does toward men and about His Being and activities toward men in their sins was DIFFERENT from theirs. And the amazing thing we learn here is that the majority was wrong and the minority was right! The three were wrong. They said some wonderful things ABOUT God, but they were wrong in the presentation of GOD. JOB was right! Job in his suffering said some pretty hard things, but God understood that. God knows that we are flesh. He knoweth our frame. He remembereth that we are dust. Job even cursed the day he was born. It wasn't right for him to do that, but God understood. God understands human suffering. We are not made of steel. We are still human flesh and blood. God knows that and He loves us in spite of it. But Job was RIGHT in his presentation of the truth about God and human suffering.

Many times in the Bible we learn that the MINORITY are right. Don't think that just because everybody believes something that it is S0. Paul was against Peter in Galatians 2. Martin Luther took a stand against the established church, and he brought down to us the blessings and freedom of this hour. Martin Luther was one man against the world! And the Supreme Example was CHRIST against all the religious bigotry and hardness of His day. What about today? "Who is right?" the man on the street asks. There are many denominations. This person says this. That group says that. Who is right?

Well, let's see who is right, my friends. We have here a great comfort. Job did KNOW GOD ARIGHT, He searched and found God as He is, and God said concerning Job, "Job has spoken the right thing about Me." It is very important that we speak the right thing about God, because God wants Himself known AS HE IS.

The MAIN thing about God, JOB DISCOVERED: His true relationship to SINNERS. Job said, "I will TRUST Him." His friends said, "You are suffering; God is punishing you because of your sins." Job said, "It isn't so. I'm going to TRUST Him."

You know, the Psalmist said, "They that KNOW Thee shall put their TRUST in Thee!" You cannot trust someone you do not believe is trustworthy. And when we see God, AS HE IS, that He LOVES us, that we were born in sins, but that He loves us in spite of our sins and has planned a redemption for us and wants to save us and take care of us and bring us home to heaven, then that makes me want to TRUST Him! It makes me want to say with Job, "I will TRUST Him!"

Job said, "Though He SLAY me!" Isn't that tremendous? His friends said, "God is punishing you for your sins”; but Job steadfastly said, "He is NOT." Suffering is not necessarily because of sins. "Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him!" You cannot trust someone who you believe is trying to harm you; you trust someone who LOVES you. Even a dog senses a man who loves him. Even a little child instinctively comes to the one who loves him and will be repelled by harsh words and an unloving spirit. You trust those who LOVE you. And only God's LOVE can bring trust to our hearts. That was Job's great DISCOVERY!--‑that God is FOR US! Job found that out.

Then, WHY the death of ten children, the loss of health, the loss of money, and SUFFERING? The answer is, it is the devil's work, BUT (listen to this!) PERMITTED BY GOD. Job didn't know this; he didn't know what was in back of it all. But there were two things he did know, that were RIGHT.  First, that GOD IS THE SOVEREIGN GOD, the creator of all human life and the one Who disposes of our lives as pleaseth Him. And that would be intolerable except for the second truth, that GOD CARES FOR MAN, that God LOVES men. I have never read in the Bible that God loved angels or animals or trees and things of that sort. Don't misunderstand me.  God cares for animals. We read a very tender thing in the Book of Jonah in the last verse. Jonah wanted all of the city of Nineveh destroyed, with the women and children, but God said, "Now you don't want that, do you, Jonah? Nineveh is a great city, and it has hundreds of little babies that can​ not discern their right hand from their left. And beside that. Jonah, what about the cattle out there in the stalls? You don't want Me to burn up the cattle, do you?" And He reproved His prophet for having a wrong attitude about Him and thinking the wrong thoughts about Him.

Oh, the FALSE THINKING about God today! GOD IS THE SOVEREIGN GOD. He created us. For some reason He has permitted us to be in a world of suffering and a world of sin. But, friends, the thing that saves it all is the GOD CARES FOR MAN. He has COME to us, through Jesus Christ! He has given us the Bible, He has given us the Holy Spirit, has given us the Blood of His own Son, has demonstrated once and for all at the Cross that He loves every human being that has ever been, or ever will be, born into this world! THE LORD--‑LOVES US!

Now Job spoke the RIGHT THING about God. The three friends did not. God was ANGRY with them because they VEILED Him and what He was, to others! Why? Because God wants people to be saved, to put their trust in Him. And they cannot TRUST Him until they know that He LOVES them and CARES for them. "They that KNOW THY NAME (Thy nature) will put their trust in Thee!"

What a solemn thing, then, to talk about GOD to others! What a SERIOUS thing that we say that which is RIGHT about God! God help us to say the right thing about Him.

Preacher, Sunday School teacher, parents teaching your children, DON'T YOU TEACH YOUR CHILDREN ANYTHING BUT THE RIGHT THING ABOUT GOD. Christians witnessing, NEVER LEAVE A WITNESS without people knowing that GOD LOVES THEM.

Job was pure in heart, and he saw God. He said, "Now mine eye hath seen Thee. Wherefore, I abhor myself."

The main thing is humble dependence upon God to reveal Himself to our hearts. "Thou hast REVEALED THY​SELF," said Jesus, "unto BABES." And until you and I take the place of humility and COME TO GOD, He will not reveal His Face and Himself to us.

Let us, like Job, be humble before God and TRUST Him, and it shall be well with us here and hereafter.
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