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Revelation 2:1-7

We are studying today the letter to the church at Ephesus, and how the Lord Jesus said, as He commended them, that He knew their works and their labor and patience, but that He had against them this, that they had forsaken their first love.

Oh, friends, that is a terrible word. We pray that it will never be said of us. We pray that we will not forsake loving Him. The characteristic of the Christian life is love. How we should thank God for it. Not long ago at a service there came forward a man and his wife and their son. This boy knelt and accepted Jesus as his Saviour and was radiantly saved. That father said, with tears running down his cheeks, "You know, I've been praying for this boy all day. I wanted him saved." Later they went forward to join the church where I was preaching, and the preacher said to the father, "Tell what the Lord has done for you." The man smiled and said, "Brother, it is impossible in the time I have, to tell what the Lord has done for me, but I'm glad He saved me. I've been saved and my boy is saved." The preacher turned to the wife and said, "Do you have a word to say?" She just turned around and embraced a young woman in the line who was saved that night. It was her own daughter. Both her son and her daughter had come to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is marvelous to see the love of a daddy for his boy when he prays for him and seeks to win him to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is wonderful to see real, true, genuine love for the Lord. Love is something that counts more than anything. It is wonderful to see the love moving in a revival meeting. Something in one of our services touched my heart very deeply. A man stumbled into the service one night while I was preaching, toward the close of my message. He went on back to the inquiry room. He had been drinking. He knelt down to repent of his sins. At the close of the service I went back with the pastor and we talked to him about his soul. He and his wife had had a lot of trouble and now he was away from home, drinking, and they had some precious children. He was in a pitiful condition. So we began to pray that God would reconcile that home. The pastor went by to see the wife and she came the next night. He wasn't there, and she didn't know where he was. We kept praying for him, and in a couple of nights the wife came again and he was there. The wife had brought a friend and that friend went into the inquiry room and knelt and accepted Jesus. Then the wife went back where her husband was standing. She slipped up beside him and he looked down at her. Tears came to their eyes and he kissed her. Of course no one saw this except the friends who were standing nearby. Then he opened her purse and reached inside it and pulled out the wedding ring and put it back on her finger. Oh, I tell you, beloved, that is what Jesus Christ can do. The sweet thing about Him is this. In the rest of the meeting they were back there together, just singing the praises of the Lord and rejoicing in the Lord Jesus Christ. That is what the love of Christ does. When people pray and love one another and try to help each other it is wonderful, friends, what will happen. 

Listen, the Lord God can't work in a loveless church. The Lord God can't work in a loveless heart. The Lord God can't work unless you and I are loving people, loving Him and loving lost souls. Oh, friends, are you cold toward God and toward the people of God? Are you cold toward this lost world? Jesus said, "I have somewhat against thee. Thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from which thou art fallen and repent and do the first works or else I will come unto thee quickly and remove thy candlestick out of its place except thou repent." When a church loses its first love, love to the Lord and love to one another and to souls, then Jesus says, "You will have to repent or I will remove the candlestick. I am not going to let you be counted as one of my churches. I'm not going to walk up and down in your midst. I'm not going to fill you with the oil of my spirit. I'm not going to cleanse your wick of testimony and keep it shining bright. I'm not going to bless your preaching and your services unless you repent and get back to your first love." That is what the Lord says, and that is what He says to us individually. 

Christian, listen, have you let bitterness, strife, and such things come into your heart toward anybody? If you have, let God remove it, because you are hurting others and you are hurting yourself. The Lord cannot smile upon you. You can work and labor and pray and do everything else, but until your heart is right toward God and everybody else on this earth the Lord God is not going to bless you.

One great businessman said, "I refuse to get mad. I'm just not going to do it. When you get angry your mind is crowded and you are not yourself and you can't be what you ought to be in the business world." If a business man, a man in high governmental affairs feels that way, how much more should a child of God say, "I'm not going to hurt myself, nor hinder God's work by letting ill will and hatred and strife and things like that come into my mind. I'm not going to do it." First Love. We've got to get back to it, friends. Oh, may God give us a revival in our churches and in our individual hearts! But He can't do it unless we get right. We are to repent. We are to tell God we are sorry. There is a way back. We are to get on our knees and tell Him we are sorry about our cold, stubborn, wicked hearts and ask Him to come and fill us with His love. Then He will do it!

Then, listen, Revelation 2:7, “He that bath an ear let him hear what the spirit saith to the ​churches. To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” "He that bath an ear let him hear." All of us have ears. God has given us ears to hear what He has to say, but the saddest thing I know is that people refuse to hear what He has to say. Some day you will be sorry, friend. Some day you will be sorry that you haven't told the Lord that you will listen to what He has to say.

Now, here's a promise. "To him that overcometh‑--" What is that word?  "To Overcome" means to conquer.  "Overcoming" a battle word. Friends, we are MORE than conquerors through Him that loved us. Christian, don't you dare be defeated! Don't you lower your flag! Don't you run from the enemy! You fight the good fight of faith! It is interesting that in the let​ter to the Ephesians (the same church we are reading of here) that Paul says f or Christians to put on the whole ar​mor of God, the helmet of salvation, the breastplate of righteousness, and the great shield that covers the entire body‑--faith, your feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace, and (that offensive weapon) the sword of the spirit, which is the Word of God.  The interesting thing is that Paul does not mention a piece of armor for the back. Why? Because a Christian is not to turn his back to the enemy. We are going on conquering to the end, and having done all on the battlefield, we will be found standing when the battle is over. Not defeated, but standing!  Resist the devil, and sin and the flesh.  "We are more than conquerors through Him that loved us." So Jesus gave a promise to those who fight and con​quer‑--not to those who fight and run, but to those who fight on through to victory. Don't quit, Christian. Don't give up! Every one of us, sometime in our lives, has said, "I'm going to quit!"  I heard a preacher the other day who said, "I just made up my mind I was going to quit but I couldn't quit! I was back preaching in just a short time." Nobody can quit if he has the real thing. If you are real, you will grit your teeth and say, "By faith in God I am going on through!"

Listen: "To him that overcometh will I give to eat OF THE TREE OF LIFE." The tree of life means life eternal. "Which is in the midst of the Paradise of God." There's an expression that is very precious. Why should we be willing to endure? Because we are headed for the Paradise of God. The word "Paradise" is a Persian word meaning an orchard or a garden. Not a garden of vegetables as we know it, but a beautiful garden with beautiful trees. We have the word, "park," today which gives the nearest idea of this word. A beautiful park. And so we read that God dwells in a Paradise. God dwells in a great garden. God's home is a very beautiful, the most beautiful place imaginable. 

I have seen many places in America and Canada, which I thought were beautiful places. I have seen some beautiful cities. I have seen some beautiful parks. But God dwells in the most beautiful place our minds have ever dreamed about. I tell you right now, friends, I'm not going to let some little old worldly pleasure stand between the Paradise of God and me. I am going home some day to live with God in Paradise! He said so. He promised it. Isn't it wonderful? "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life which is in the midst of the Paradise of God." God lives in a beautiful place, and He is inviting us to come and live with Him throughout Eternity.

Where else have we read of Paradise? Let us turn back to Genesis, where it tells of God planting a garden. In Gen. 2:7 we read, "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul, and the Lord God planted a garden." Now don't think of that as some ordinary, commonplace garden. I have been to Bellingrath Gardens outside Mobile, Alabama, and they are beautiful beyond description. Some wealthy people made those magnificent gardens, planting beautiful trees and setting beautiful fountains in the midst of beautiful flowers! I have been to South Carolina and have seen the beautiful Cypress gardens and Magnolia Gardens. Beauty everywhere. 

But beloved, when God plants a garden, no man‑made garden can compare with His. Nobody could describe the beauty of Eden. He named it "Eden," which means "pleasantness." There is nothing in God's Presence that is unpleasant. There wasn't anything unpleasant in the Garden of Eden. There weren't any tears and there wasn't any blood. No murder, no jails, no hospitals, no suffering, no ill words. Everything in God's presence was pleasant in the Garden of Eden. Then the devil came in and tempted Adam and Eve and they sinned. They listened to the devil. Then came heartaches and they were expelled from the garden. We read, from the garden of Eden to till the ground from whence he was taken." Man had to be driven out of the garden, because unpleasantness had come into the Presence of God. He is not going to tolerate anything but that which is beautiful and sweet and noble and pleasant in His Presence.

There is another garden, friends, mentioned in John 18. "When Jesus had spoken these words He went forth with His disciples over the brook, Kidron." There was a garden, which He entered with His disciples. That Garden was Gethsemane. God made a way by which man can come back into His Paradise, into His Eden, and that is by way of the Cross. But there had to be Gethsemane and the Cross. That was a garden of suffering. It wasn't pleasant to Jesus. Oh, the agony of the Son of God, as He sweat great drops of blood, dripping to the earth. Then He set His face toward the cross, where He died for our sins. Why? In order that you and I might come back into God's Paradise. And now, by believing on Him God has in store for us another garden, a garden that has grown into a city. 

Rev. 21 tells of our future Paradise, to which Jesus refers in that wonderful Promise to the overcomer. "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away and there was no more sea, and I John saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem coming down from God out of Heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband, and I heard a great voice out of Heaven say, behold the tabernacle of God is with men and He will dwell  with them and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for the former things are passed away. And He that sat upon the Throne said behold I make all things new, and He said unto me, write, for these words are true and faithful." Beloved, we are headed for the Paradise of God, the garden of pleasantness, the city where there will be nothing unpleasant, nothing sorrowful, nothing sinful at all.

Someone may say, "Brother Hendley, I'm not a Christian. I'm a sinner. How can I go and live with God in His Paradise? How can I enter that city of God? Listen, one day there was a man hanging on the cross right beside the Lord Jesus. This man was a murderer. He had killed a man. He was a malefactor, an evil worker. He was a robber, and he felt all the guilt of his crime on his own head. He felt that he deserved only Hell, but while hanging on that cross he saw something in the face of Jesus. His tenderness, His mercy, His love, and he turned to Christ with real, living faith, and he said, "Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy Kingdom." If you will bow your head this minute and say, "Lord Jesus, don't forget me, I want to enter the Paradise of God," the minute you trust Him, he will answer and give you the assurance that you are saved, in His Word. The minute you ask Him, He will come into your heart. He will forgive you. He will make you His child. He will give you His power to overcome the trials of life by faith. He will bring you finally into the Paradise of God, where there will be nothing unpleasant. You will some day enter into the wonderful, holy, blessed Presence of God, and be with Him forever and forever. Will you accept Jesus as your Saviour right where you are? Will you do it?
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