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Today we want to study about Jesus, The Mighty Healer, in the house of His friends. We have already studied about Jesus and Jairus, the ruler of the synagogue, a man who at first had no faith in Him but came to Him with the humble request that He heal his dying little girl, and Jesus answered his request. We have studied about the woman (traditionally called Veronica) who had spent all her means on physicians and could find no healing until she met The Great Physician. He stepped across the threshold of her life and made her absolutely whole. Jesus is wonderful!

Today we see Jesus in the house of His friends. The setting is the home of Simon, in Capernaum. It is the Sabbath Day. The record is given in Mark 1:29‑34, in Matthew 8:14‑17 and in Luke 4:38‑41. We read in Mark, “And forthwith they were come out of the synagogue and entered into the house of Simon and Andrew with James and John. Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever and anon they tell Him of her. And He came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her and she ministered unto them. And at even when the sun did set, they brought unto Him all that were diseased, and them that were possessed with devils. And all of the city was gathered together at the door. And He healed many that were sick of divers disease and cast out many devils and suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew Him.”

The setting of this story is interesting. We are carried back to Mark 1: 21‑28, which tells us of His entering the synagogue, teaching, and casting out a demon from a man. They were all amazed at two things about the Lord Jesus in the synagogue. First, they were amazed at His teaching. He taught them things they had never known before. My friends, what would we know about God as to the truth of His nature if it were not for what Jesus taught us? He came to teach us what God is like. He is the only One Who can show us, because men cannot find God in any way but through Him. Second, they were amazed that He had Power and Authority over the spirit‑world to cast out demons. They had never seen anything like this. Jesus' fame spread throughout all Galilee as The Great Teacher and as the Great Healer. Oh, that today people loved Jesus as they loved Him in those days! I am trusting that these studies in the Life of Jesus will draw us nearer unto Him and that He will become as real to us as He was to those believers back in those precious days when He was on earth.

As soon as the congregation in the synagogue had dispersed, Jesus went to the house of Simon. It was probably Simon Peter's own home, for he was a married man and would doubtless want a home. It was shared by his brother Andrew, for we read, “the house of Simon and Andrew.” Andrew was evidently living with Peter. So here we have the home of some early believers. A house in Capernaum is frequently mentioned as the meeting place of Jesus and His disciples. After He left Nazareth, He came down to Capernaum, which became the center of His activities for many months. When He went out preaching, He would return to Capernaum and go into a home there. Perhaps it was this home where Jesus and His disciples stayed when they came back from their missionary and preaching and evangelistic and healing ministry.

We read in verse 30 of Simon's wife's mother. Simon was a married man before Jesus called him to follow Him. His wife accompanied him afterwards on his apostolic journeys, we read in I Corinthians 9:5. His wife journeyed with him as he went about preaching the Lord Jesus Christ. So the married state was a holy one for an apostle whom Christ chose. There is no truth in celibacy, the unmarried state, being more holy than the married state. John Wesley said that Fletcher was the holiest man he ever knew, and Fletcher was a married man. Fletcher wondered about the married state until he read in the Word of God that Enoch was married and begat children, and yet Enoch walked with God. So there is no truth in the saying that the unmarried state is holier than the married state. Marriage is ordained of God. He made it so.

Simon's wife's mother lay sick. The words “lay sick” as used by a famous physician of antiquity, Galen, meant, “prostrated on a bed, too weak, too miserable to go about natural life.” Here Luke, the physician; uses a very precise medical term meaning that she had a high fever. A book has been written on the word of Dr. Luke as he presents the Gospel in his own manner as the beloved physician, using the Greek medical terms that an educated Greek physician of that day would use. How Luke loved to tell the Story. How Dr Luke loved the GREAT Physician, the DIVINE Healer, and the Lord Jesus!

Now as soon as Jesus entered the house, He was told about the suffering of this precious woman. They had been waiting for Him to come back from the synagogue. They had been waiting in faith. They immediately told their Great Friend of their loved one. She was a believer, and how beautiful is this picture of Jesus in the house of His friends, ministering and healing. What will it be like, friends, to be with Him? What will it be like? Surely we can trust Him to take care of us all through life and throughout Eternity!

Notice their anxiety about their loved one. Isn't that Christ‑like? You know, the pagans remarked about the love that Christians had for one another. They said, “See how these Christians love one another!” Ah, beloved, how we ought to love one another. It is the teaching of Christ. Christians DO love one another, and here is love, love for this precious mother‑in‑law on the part of Simon Peter and Andrew his brother, dwelling together under the same roof, because Christ has come into their hearts. When Jesus comes in, our homes will be turned from homes of strife and misery into homes of happiness and love. We ought to love one another.

Now the Lord Jesus, upon learning of her suffering, immediately approached this suffering woman and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Here we see her miraculous recovery from a burning fever. Here was an instantaneous healing at the touch of His Hand! How blessed is the lesson that the Saviour will never turn away anyone who comes to Him in need. How we need that repeated to us, because when our lives are not what they ought to be, and when we are conscious of failure and sin many times we feel that Jesus does not care, that He cares for us only when we are right. Friends, that is not true. When we need Him most, Jesus is near. Let us remember that.

Immediately Jesus raised her up and the fever left her. It left her! The healing was instantaneous and complete. Usually after the turning point in a sickness, there is still prostration and much time is needed for recovery. But this was not the case. She was restored immediately, completely, miraculously from that terrible, burning fever. She needed no time for convalescence. She immediately resumed her usual activities in that Christian household, and the Lord was the Object of her grateful care! “She ministered unto them.”

You know, there is a wonderful thing. Sometimes people want to go away somewhere and leave everyday life and just spend their time, as they say, in divine worship. Here we have the truth that Jesus comes in the midst of everyday affairs, in the midst of household duties, the necessities of human life. Eternity comes into Time. The Lord Jesus comes into our DAILY LIVES and ministers unto us as He did to this precious woman.

Verses 32 to 34 tell us that all the city was gathered together at the door of this home. Friends, how we need to bring ourselves and our loved ones to Him. I am thinking about the time when the Lord comes again and all His Own shall be gathered together before Him. What a blessed time it is going to be! We read that He healed many that were sick of various diseases, cast out many devils and suf​fered the devils not to speak because they knew Him.

Then we read that He went out in​to another city and they followed Him and said unto Him, “All men seek thee.” And He said unto them, “Let us go into the next towns that I may preach there also: for therefore come I forth.”

Notice that blessed statement with which the story closes. “All men seek Thee.” Yes, that is true. Men may not admit it, but down in their hearts they are seeking JESUS. They need Jesus more than anyone or anything. Friends, we need to seek Him. He INVITES us to seek Him.

We NEED to seek Him. In Eter​nity we will not have to seek Him because we will be with Him, actually, personally, literally, in a way that we cannot be with Him now. Thank God, we won't have to wait till we get Over There to find the Lord Jesus. He says NOW, “They that seek Me shall find Me.” So if we will come to Him in our sorrows, we will find Him. If we will come to Him in our joys, we will find Him. If we come to Him in everything in life we will find Him.

And friends, hear me. If we seek Him in death, we will find Him. When the death‑shadows gather around us and we are about to take the Great Journey, we will find Him there by our side, holding our hand, being with us, ready to receive us, speaking peace and calm to our soul, welcoming us to the Father's House, to the place that He has gone to prepare for us! Oh, what a Saviour we have in the Lord Jesus Christ! Will you take Him today for your own personal Saviour? If you do not know the Lord Jesus, seek Him with all your heart in this Blessed Book and in Holy Prayer and you will surely find Him “Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.” “Whosoever be​lieveth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” “Whosoever calleth upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved.” Will you trust Him today? Will you do it?
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