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In Jesus' day, just as in these days, there were people who did not believe in the resurrection of the dead. Paul said, “Why should it be thought incredible that God should raise the dead? If He created out of nothing every creature in the entire world, should it be thought incredible that He could raise from the dead those whom He created?” Why should it be thought incredible that God should raise bodies, friends?  

Now God the Creator is also God the Healer, we read all through His Word. God heals. He tells us, to pray for healing.

The prophets prayed for healing. We read that Hezekiah prayed and God added fifteen years to his life. We find all through the Word that the requirement among men for healing was FAITH. Without it there was no healing. Sometimes it was faith on the part of loved ones and friends, as in the record of the paralytic whose friends brought Him to the Lord Jesus. He, seeing THEIR faith, said unto the man, “Thy sins be forgiven.” The man was healed. He rose, took up his bed, and walked. His healing came through the faith of others. We learn also that our faith is a requirement God does not heal anyone who does not believe He can do it. How important it is to see what the Word of God has to say about healing, because when sickness comes to our homes, we will want to know how to pray and what God says about Praying for healing. We will want to know what to do.

Now in John 4:49‑50 we have the record of a glorious answer to prayer. A nobleman came to Jesus and said unto Him. “Sir, come down ere my child die.” This nobleman was a man of authority. Not only did the poor and humble come to Jesus; the men of authority and position came to Him. He came to preach the Gospel to the poor and to bind up the broken‑hearted. But He also came to all classes. God loves all men. God created all men. He has the answer to all their needs. So we read in verse 46 that “Jesus came into Cana of Galilee (where He had made the water wine) and there came to Him a certain nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum.” He besought Jesus to come and heal his son, who was at the point of death. He loved this child better than his own life, and in the time of deep distress, he looked for someone who could help. Evidently the doctors had done all they could do. He certainly must have sought the help of physicians. Then he came to Jesus. My, isn't it wonderful to know there is Someone‑--in this world of sickness and suffering and death‑--Who can help? It is the Lord Jesus Himself.

What did Jesus say to the nobleman? He said, “Except ye see signs and wonders, you will not believe.” It is a great faith that can trust Jesus WITHOUT SIGNS AND WONDERS. It is more important that we just BELIEVE in Him, and just come to Him in simple faith that He can heal. It is a great faith that just takes Him at His Word.

A lady called me the other day. She was greatly distressed and said, “God won't have anything to do with me. He won't answer me.” I said, “Are you trusting Him?” She said she was. “But He won't have anything to do with me,” she said.” He doesn't care.” What a tragic thing for anyone to have that attitude, She was looking for signs and wonders. But it is a greater faith that just trusts! Without signs, without miracles, without demonstration. Just simple belief in Jesus. This kind of faith is far greater than believing after some loved one is healed, after your body is healed, or after seeing evidence of His working. He wants us to believe without the signs and wonders. Just trust and keep trusting. This woman was unduly distracted. She was worried. She was miserable. She was trusting but not getting any peace and joy out of it. Its may be that she is looking for a great feeling or a great vision or a great miracle and just can't believe the Word of God. The Word teaches us to give a simple faith in Jesus apart from any feeling or demonstration at all.

When the nobleman cried out, “Sir, come down ere my child die,” Jesus said unto Him, “Go thy way; thy son liveth.” Who is This, that He can say a thing like that? This is GOD HIMSELF in human flesh. The man believed and went his way. That is faith. What is faith? It is believing the words Jesus speaks.

As the nobleman went on his way, one of his servants met him and said, “Thy son liveth!” The nobleman inquired of him the hour the son began to amend. They said, "Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him." So the father knew it was the same hour in which Jesus said unto him, “Go thy way; thy son liveth.” And he and his whole house believed. But it took a miracle to bring that father in. It took a demonstration. But there is a faith that has greater honor in the Presence of Jesus, and that is faith without any demonstration. Why should we think Christ cannot heal, or doubt His willingness to heal?

Let us study His Word to know what kind of faith is pleasing to Him, and by His grace, look to Him in such a faith, for His own glory.

Little Maid Arise

In Luke 8:41 we read of Jesus raising the daughter of Jairus, the ruler of the synagogue. Jairus came to Him, we read, “and fell down at Jesus' feet, beseeching Him that He would come to his house, for he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying. But there was a great throng of people around Jesus. Among them was a woman who had an issue of blood for twelve years. She had spent all her living on physicians, but could be healed by none of them. She came behind Jesus and touched the border of His garment. Immediately her issue of blood stanched. And Jesus said, “Who touched me?” When all denied, Peter and they who were with Him said, “Master, the multitude throng and press Thee; how sayest Thou, Who touched Me?” But Jesus said, “Someone hath touched Me. For I perceive that virtue (power) is gone out of Me.” And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling. And falling down before Him, she declared unto Him before all the people for what cause she touched Him and how she was healed immediately. And Jesus said unto her, “Daughter be of good comfort. Thy faith hath made Thee whole. Go in peace.”

Now all that time there was a delay. That distracted father might have cried out, “Master, she is dying, we can't tarry.”

“While he yet spake, there came one from the house of the ruler of the synagogue, saying to him, “Thy daughter is dead: trouble not the Master.” Oh, what thoughts must have gone through his mind! If it hadn't been for this delay, Jesus could have gotten there in time!

“But when Jesus heard it, He answered him saying, "Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole." And when He came into the house, He suffered no man to go in except Peter and James and John and the father and mother of the maiden; and all wept and bewailed her. But Jesus said, "Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth." And they laughed Him to scorn, knowing that she was dead. And He put them all out and took her by the hand and called, saying, "Damsel, arise." Oh, the majesty of the Son of God. “And her spirit came again and straightway she arose. And He commanded that they give her meat. And her parents were astonished. But He charged them that they should tell no man what was done.”

“Little damsel, arise.” “Talitha cumi.” What Jesus said was, “Little lamb, arise.” And she was restored. You may say, “He did that for her, but He doesn't always do it for others.” That is true. Let me tell you about G. Campbell Morgan to show that even when he came to Him in faith, it isn't always the will of God to answer as we pray. Sometimes He says no.

G. Campbell Morgan said, “Forty years ago my own little lassie was dying. I called on the Lord again and again, and He said to our torn hearts, ‘Fear not, believe only.’ The Lord did not say, ‘She shall be made whole.’ She was not made whole on the earthly plane. She passed on into the life beyond. The Lord did say to her, “Little lamb, arise,” but in her case He did not mean for her to stay on this earth. He took her to be with Himself.” Morgan said that he missed her every day for all those passing years. To some of God's dearest saints sometimes He says No. But He always says, “Believe only.”

So when we pray in faith for the healing of loved ones, let us remember always to subject our wills to the blessed will of God Who works for the highest and best good and for the glory of Jesus in all things. Let us trust Him completely and hear Him say, “Fear not... believe only.” Let us make sure that we would rather have His perfect will than the answer to our prayers.

If you do not know Him as your Lord and Saviour, will you enter into fellowship with Him today, by accepting His Son as your Saviour and praying to Him in His Name? God bless you.
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