JESUS CHRIST—--THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
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John 12:46

In John 12:46 we read our Lord Christ saying, "I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness." Those are tremendous words, because of the One who spoke them, the Lord Jesus Christ. They are a tremendous challenge.

CLAIM OF CHRIST

You know, it would be an amazing thing, IF JESUS WERE NOT GOD, for Him to speak words like that! But Jesus CLAIMED to BE GOD. Either He WAS GOD or He was a madman. No man in all history has dared to say to the world the things that Jesus said. No man has claimed to be what Jesus claimed to be. He said, "I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness." I have come to dispel all the darkness, of every man in all the world. What a supreme statement that is! Either He was God, I repeat, or He was the most terrible madman this world has ever known. Jesus Christ was God, in human flesh, the Redeemer of mankind.

Now you must accept one of those two things about Jesus Christ. You must believe one of the two. You cannot straddle the fence in this matter. Either you accept Him AS GOD in human flesh, and as your Saviour, and as Creator of the world, and as the sustainer of all life, and as the Answer to the problems of this dark world, OR, you must say that He was a madman, one of the two.

Now you KNOW that Jesus Christ was NOT a madman. Madmen do not raise the dead; do not go about doing good, healing the sick and oppressed. Jesus was indeed God. (I say, "was,” in speaking of His earthly life.) He IS God, alive now at the right hand of God the Father in heaven. He is operating in and through the lives of those who put their trust in Him.

DARKNESS

"That whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness." I call your attention first to the word "darkness.” It is mentioned many times in the Word of God, and it speaks of the many problems and sufferings and sorrows of the human family.

Darkness suggests IGNORANCE. Children are afraid of the dark because of ignorance. A little child cries

out in the night because he thinks there is something in the dark. It is because of ignorance. We grow older, and we learn that there aren't any "bears" around, or "lions,” or other things that terrify a child's mind. Knowledge dispels fear and brings peace to our hearts. Knowledge helps to do away with ignorance.

Darkness also suggests UNCERTAINTY. As a man stumbles along in the dark, his footsteps are not firm and sure, because he is UNCERTAIN as to the next step. Today we have uncertainty and fear of the future, fear of the present, fear of things around about it. The world is in a state of fear because of uncertainty.

And then darkness suggests the NEED OF SECURITY. Actually there is only one security, and that is in God Himself. The Psalmist knew that. He said, "Lord, before Thou hadst formed the earth or the world, from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God. Thou hast been our Dwelling Place in all generations." The people of God of all generations have found in God their Home, their place of security.

Darkness also suggests DANGER. We light up our cities because of the danger that lurks in the dark, in the alleys and places of gloom.

Darkness suggests FEAR. The human race is afflicted with all kinds of fear. Man's heart is fearful from youth to old age. There are all kinds of fears that grip the heart of men.

So, the Lord Jesus came to DISPEL all of that--‑all the ignorance, and uncertainty, and lack of security, and danger and fear. Jesus dares to say to us, "FEAR NOT." The darkness is around us today all because men do not believe in HIM. Now in the midst of our darkness, Christ has come to bring the LIGHT! He said, "I am come a Light into the world."

CREATION

Christ was the Light in Creation. We look around us today and see this gigantic universe and we wonder about it all. Recently I stood and looked down into the Grand Canyon, which someone has called the Greatest Ditch on the earth. In that tremendous gorge are evidences of centuries past. Scientists tell us that that gorge has been in the process of cutting, for over a million years! It is like looking into Eternity. It is the handiwork of God. Men today are writing various theories of creation. They think this, and they think that, about how the world came into being, and they are in the dark. When I read such trivia, I pick up my Bible and read those majestic words of the first verse of Genesis, "In the beginning, GOD CREATED the heavens and the earth." As I looked through a telescope and saw the various strata of rock that represents various ages of time past, I thought about Christ. His Hand made it all. All things were made by Him. Without Him was nothing made that was made. This canyon is not of man. This is not brute force. This is not happen‑so. This tremendous thing did not come out of nothing. This represents the Mind, and the Hand, of a Great, Intelligent Being, greater than all the intelligence of man put together.

THE LIGHT‑--Christ Jesus--‑came in human form to make God real to us, the God who created the heavens and the earth and all that in them is. I read the philosophers, and I lay them aside. They are only groping in the dark by the dim candle of human reason, coming up with this theory and that I want to say to them. "Men, why don't you go to the simple statements of the Word of God for Truth? There we learn that IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH.” The Lord Jesus came to reveal the God of creation. There is Someone Who made us, together with His tremendous universe in which we live. It makes no difference what the scientists come up with; back of it all is God Himself. And thank God for the revelation of His Love for us through His Son, Jesus Christ.

SIN

Jesus Christ also brought light to the problem of SIN. Sin is dark. Sin is black. Someone says, "But sin isn't dark, preacher. It is light and bright and beautiful." It LOOKS bright in the beginning. It looks dazzling in the beginning.

Not long ago I read about a man outstanding in American affairs, and he ran away from his home, his wife, his children, allured by some young woman, and yonder in his sins he has gone--‑skipped the country. He thinks he has the beautiful, bright thing. He feels free as a bird and everything is wonderful. But at last he will come to himself, and when he does, all this brightness will turn out to be blackness. Pleasure will turn out to be bitter.

We may as well be open and honest about it. You'll admit that your darkest moment came upon you when you sinned, when there was wrath and jealousy in your heart, when you lied about something, when you slandered someone, when your inmost thoughts were filled with lust. You thought, "Well, I am not what I ought to be. I ought not to be thinking such thoughts as these." You KNEW you should not have anger in your heart, should not have spoken that criticism against that godly person living for Christ. You threw rocks at them, and you knew all the while they were far better than you were. Yes, sin brings darkness, terror, despair, and unhappiness. 

A friend of mine told me of an experience he had. He went into a certain building where a loved one worked. That loved one greeted him with an endearing term. Another man overhearing this said, "You wouldn't take a million dollars for that endearing term, would you?" And this man said, "No, there's nothing like a happy home. I am glad I have a wife who loves me, and I love my wife in return. We have a happy home. We are contented one with another." This man said, "Well, that's worth a million dollars."

Back of that observation was an unhappy home of his own, a separation and divorce, and now a heartache. Yes, friends, that is recognition that sin brings unhappiness. There is never a broken home unless there is sin somewhere down the line. You can go in some offices here in America and nearly every person in that office is a divorced person. I've seen it. I've run up against it in my experiences, and I am saying to you that it is wonderful to know that Christ came to bring the answer; He gives us light, for our own lives through His Word.

Not long ago I was riding in a train as it was speeding along the plains of the Midwest. I was talking to an outstanding Christian, and he said to me out of his heart, "You know, God has taught me much from His Word. But the sad thing in my life is that I haven't lived up to the light that God has given me." He was recognizing that fact in his life. Beloved, that is the only thing that counts, is life‑--living up to the light God has given to us, in Christ, and through the Word of God. Sooner or later, everyone is coming to that. A life of sin, a life of self, a life lived for the world, turns out to be bitterness. Christ came to bring light in the midst of our darkness and to give us the power over sin to live a life that is victorious, to break the shackles of sin that have bound us and made us miserable and unhappy. He came to bring light that all the darkness of sin may be dispelled.

SORROW AND TROUBLE

Christ came to bring light in the midst of our sorrows. The letters people write to me reveal something of the trials and sorrows people have. When you have sorrow, don't think that you are the only one who has sorrow. Every person has trouble. Many of you are suffering pain. Many are in sickbeds and have been for years. Some of you are burdened by financial worries, by mistakes you have made in life, by the misunderstandings of loved ones, by family troubles. Many of you have constant aggravation in the home, and the misunderstanding of someone you love better than your life. Many of you have mental anguish.

Well, Jesus Christ comes to bring light in the midst of your trouble. He comes to walk with you down the trail of sorrow, and Jesus will give you peace in Himself. He says, "In the world, tribulation; but in Me, Peace." That marvelous truth comes into the heart of the child of God who trusts in Him.

TROUBLE? Let me tell you what real trouble is! In Psalm 22 is the Psalmist's cry, "Be thou not far from

me, 0 GOD, for trouble is near and there is none to help!" I say to you, friend, that REAL TROUBLE is ahead if you come down to the end of life's journey having forgotten God, without God and without hope, having lived for self, having lived a life of sin, the

life, which says, "I am going to live my own life and I don't care what God or man thinks of it. If you don't care now, there is coming a day when you WILL care‑at the end of life's journ​ey when you find your life turned to ashes. You will be sorry in that day.

DEATH

Christ came to bring light in the matter of death. He came and His light shone through the grave, and He rose again and has gone on into glory. He extracted the awful sting of death and removed it for the child of God. Every one of us worries about separation, separation from our loved ones, our wives and husbands and children, in the future. But the child of God has nothing to fear. Even though we have a separation here, it is only temporary, and we are going to meet on the morning of the resurrection, in glory. Through Jesus Christ, we'll meet our Christian loved ones again over yonder on the other side.

PLAN OF SALVATION

Christ also came to bring light on the Plan of Salvation. He said, "Whosoever believeth in me shall have everlasting life," and "Whosoever believeth in Me shall not abide in darkness." Friend, that whosoever means YOU. YOU may write YOUR NAME in that WHOSOEVER, and I hope that right now you will by faith, in the midst of your darkness, receive CHRIST. He will bring light into your life‑--light that will lead you through all of life and death and bring you to God's eternal Home in glory. Will you do it? God bless you.
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