JESUS CHRIST, THE FRIEND OF SINNERS
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Luke 15:1-7

John 1:8, James 5:17

Now I am talking to YOU. Don't think that “Jesus, the Friend of Sinners” is just for drunkards and liars and thieves and all manner of vile people on the earth who have given themselves over to sin. We ALL have need of this Friend, the Friend of sinners.

In Luke 15, verse 1, we read of the publicans and sinners drawing near to Jesus to hear Him. And the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, “This man receiveth sinners and eateth with them.” And Jesus spake a parable unto them saying, “What man among you, having a hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine, and go after that which is lost, till he find it; and when he hath it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbors, saying unto them ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.’ I say unto you likewise that joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons that need no repentance.”

Now let me call your attention to that expression, “JOY in heaven, over ONE SINNER that repenteth.” Notice here that Jesus was a FRIEND of sinners. He ate with them. He visited with them, not to have fellowship with them in their sins, because He was holy and undefiled and separate from them in that respect. Jesus maintained his Purity, even though he had fellowship with them. He befriended the very vilest of earth in order that He might win them. But remember that sinners are not necessarily vile people. For ALL are sinners. God sees ALL the human race in sin. In God's sight, sin is sin. Now Jesus Christ is the Friend of sinners.

You and I NEED this Great Friend to save us from our sins. We need to repent, that we might cause joy in heaven. We need to let the Blessed Saviour save us, and put us on His Shoulders, lead us all through life and on into the Father's Presence where there will be rejoicing when we arrive safely home.

Now this message is God's Word to us. We have ALL sinned. John, that Holy apostle, who leaned on Jesus'

breast, admitted that he was a sinner, even though he was a ripened saint of God. John earned the title, “The dis​ciple whom Jesus loved.” Jesus gave to John the place nearest to Himself at the Communion Table. God filled Him with the Spirit to write five New Testa​ment books. He wrote the Gospel of John, which has been called the GREAT​EST BOOK in the world. He wrote the Book of Revelation, which was the greatest revelation ever made to man, and John saw from Christ's First Com​ing to Christ's Second Coming on to the Millennium, to Judgment, to the Holy City, and the New Heavens and the New Earth! John wrote also the three Epistles of John. And this same John, who wrote these inspired books, and who leaned on Jesus' breast, and who saw visions no other man has ever seen, wrote in First John 1:8, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

Notice, John included himself in that statement. Anytime a man says he has no sin, he deceives himself. The truth is not in him. Now that was written by a SAINT OF GOD. He included him​self with sinners. And if we who are saved, who are born again, say we HAVE NO SIN, the truth is not in us.

The great apostle, Paul, the greatest preacher who ever burned out for God, admitted himself to be the CHIEF of sinners! Paul said, “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”  You say, “Oh, Paul was talking about the kind of life he lived before he met Jesus, his pre‑conversion days.” This man was a grammarian, highly educated, so highly educated that in court one time they told him his “much learning” had made him mad. “Of whom I AM chief.” This was written AFTER those three marvelous missionary journeys.  This was after he turned in a job for God that has never been duplicated since! Paul says, “I AM chief of sin​ners.” Paul said also in Romans 3:23 that ALL continually come short of the glory of God. Paul with all his wonderful work for Jesus admits he is a sinner.

James 5:17 tells us that to him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him it is a SIN. Some people think that “sin” is getting drunk, and doing five or six other things that are usually thought of as sins.” People think that if they don't commit them, they are all right. Not so! James says that if you just KNOW TO DO GOOD, and you DO IT NOT, to you THAT is sin. Not to obey the Word of God is sin.

Now we need the Friend of sinners, the Lord Jesus Christ. We need Him because we are sinners. We need the perfection that is in Him alone! Job said that even the stars are not pure in God's sight. Job said that God charged His ANGELS with folly. The seraphim had to veil their faces from God because of His HOLINESS. Yet, we, who are SINNERS, may have boldness to enter the holiest place THROUGH THE BLOOD OF JESUS. Jesus opened the way for us to approach God. Oh, what a Friend of sinners!

In First John 3 we read that when we see Him as He is, we shall be like Him! But till then, friends, we shall still have sin. We shall still fall short of what we ought to be. There has never been a man, if honest with his own soul, who could say, “I have always done my best for God, I have always done the right thing, I have never failed God.” We CONTINUALLY fall short of the glory of God!

When Moses was in the Presence of God, he veiled his face and took the shoes off his feet. He knew GOD was there. He veiled his face lest he look upon the Presence of GOD.

Job repented in dust and ashes, and cried, “I have heard of Thee with the hearing of the ear, but now, mine eyes have seen Thee. Wherefore, I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes.” God said that Job was the BEST MAN He had on the earth. Yet when Job saw God, he said, “I abhor myself!”

When Isaiah saw a vision of GOD, he cried, out, “Woe is me!”

Daniel, that holy man of whom nothing is said concerning sin or error, when he looked upon God in a vision, fell upon the ground and said, “My comeliness is turned into corruption!”

John, in the Book of Revelation, when Jesus in all His heavenly glory, appeared before him, fell down at His Feet as one dead. John would have remained there, but the Son of God placed His Hand upon him, and lifted him to his feet, and said to John, “Fear not.”

Today, friends, there is only one place for every one of us, and that is on our face at Calvary's Cross, beating our breast and saying, “God, be merciful, to me, the sinner.”

JESUS is the Friend of sinners! Oh, that you would let Him save you! We cannot save ourselves. But thank God, Jesus will save us! We are not to look within ourselves, but to JESUS. We are to look to Him and trust Him and let Him lead us through this life till He brings us into His own Blessed Presence, in Glory, where we shall be righteous, and where we shall see Him as He is.

Friend, you will NEED Him someday --‑this sinner's Friend. A man stepped up to a friend's bedside and began to talk to him tenderly about Jesus and His power to save. But evidently it had no effect. The sick man was a pilot on the old Hudson River line. This man  thought to present Jesus to him as the pilot's Pilot, hoping to reach him. He reached out and took the old man's hand and felt that it was clammy and cold from the touch of death. He said, “How many times, my friend, when the storm and current were against you, the only thing that kept your boat off the rocks were your clear eyes and steady nerves? Now the current of death is against you, and what you need is a Pilot, the pilot's Pilot, Jesus. Won't you take Him on board?” Gathering up what proved to be his dying strength, he answered softly and said, “I will.” And you could almost see Christ step upon the bark and take over.  Jesus piloted him home. Jesus saved him! Jesus entered his heart when he opened his heart for Him to come in.

Oh, the Friend of sinners! Have you found Him precious to your soul? Open your heart to Him today, and let Him take over and guide you Home where you may spend a happy eternity with Him! Will you do it?
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