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Through the years people have talked about whether or not the Lord's coming is near. One typical attitude has been, "Well, preachers have been saying for years, `The Lord is coming soon,' and He hasn't come yet. Therefore He is not coming."

As I study the Bible, however, and see the prophecies being fulfilled today, I must believe that the Lord's coming for His church is very near. I am not a date‑setter. I am a student of Bible prophecy and current events. I believe profoundly that we are living in the last days before the coming of our blessed Lord. Prophecies are being fulfilled, as we see them in events going on in the world. Sometimes they are very subtle things, sometimes outstanding things.

For example, violence. Twice in Genesis 6 the Lord says that violence will cover the earth. Today there is worldwide terrorism, something that was unknown till a few years ago. Present‑day violence is one of the minor fulfillments of the Word of God, and there are many.

The Nation of Israel

There are two major prophecies that are fulfilled today. One is that the people of Israel are back in their land again, just as God said through Ezekiel that they would be. There was no nation of Israel in the land from AD 72 until 1948. The prophecies of

Ezekiel could not have been fulfilled before those dates, because the Jewish people were not back in the land as a nation. The reconstitution of Israel as a nation in 1948 is one of the major signs of the last days before the return of our Lord, and it unmistakably reveals that we are in "the time of the end" according to the Word of God.

The study of Israel is a vast subject, but I want to give you just the main points, so that they may be of some help in your study of the Word of God.

To understand Israel and Bible prophecy, you must know the Covenants in the Bible. One of these is the covenant God made with Abraham. The word translated "covenant" is diatheke and means "an arrangement between two," sometimes between two people, sometimes between God and a nation or nations. It was an unconditional promise. That is, there was nothing dependent upon Abraham. God simply said, "I will do it."

God's Covenant

The Abrahamic Covenant involved three things: (1) the land would belong to Israel, (2) there would always be a nation of Israel, and (3) the Messiah would come from Abraham's seed. God made these promises unconditionally, and God keeps His promises.

God's covenant with Abraham demands that Israel remain a nation. This has been one of the most outstanding things in history. Every other nation that has been out of its land for any period of time, as Israel has been, has lost its identity. But the Jew is still a Jew and will continue to be, according to God's plan.

God's elective love is found in the Bible. I don't understand it, but it is in the Bible. God loves Israel!  When Israel was in a terrible state of apostasy, God cried out to her, "I have loved you with an everlasting love. Therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn you" (Jeremiah 31:3). An everlasting love is a love that always has been and always will be. Nothing can break or interrupt it. God said His love for Israel was not because she was a superior nation or that there was anything good or attractive in her. He simply placed His elective love on Israel. God said He was married to Israel. And He is.

The Church Is Not Spiritual Israel

Two major plans are going on today. God has a plan for Israel, and God has a plan for the church. We should never try to make Israel the church, nor should we try to make the church Israel. We will confound everything if we do.

Many times I have heard people quote some Old Testament passage that deals primarily with Israel and apply it to the church. There is of course a spiritual content that applies to us. These things of the Old Testament were written for our learning, the New Testament says. But the main application of the Old Testament promises was to Israel, not to the church.

Israel remains Israel all the way through the Bible, even into the Holy City in the last two chapters of the Revelation. We read there about the twelve gates of pearl, that on them are inscribed the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. And the foundation stones have inscribed on them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, representing the church.

So Israel will be Israel in the Millennium, and the church will be the church in the Millennium, and never do the two cross over. When you study your Bible, remember that Israel and the church are different, and to confuse them will lead only to misunderstanding. God has a plan for Israel, and He is working out that plan. God has a plan for the church, and He is working out that plan.

Israel Today

The question comes, "Where is Israel today in that plan?" It is found primarily in Zechariah 12:3, where God said, "I will make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all peoples. "

This is a picture of a man carrying a stone that is too heavy for him. He is struggling under the load. Israel is too much for the nations. The Middle East situation is a problem. It always has been and always will be a problem till Jesus Christ comes again and solves it. The nations, instead of bringing about peace in the Middle East, will seek to destroy Israel (Zechariah 14:1).

God also says, in Zechariah 12:2, "I will make Jerusalem a cup of reeling to the people round about. " That means a cup with strong drink in it. She causes the surrounding nations to reel with drunkenness. The nations are intoxicated from trying to handle Israel. They can no more handle Israel than an intoxicated man can walk straight. Israel is a cup of reeling and a burdensome stone to the nations.

Why is Israel a burden to the nations? Because she is outside the will of God and will continue to be until the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Everyone knows that the Middle East is the hot spot on the earth. World leaders are disturbed that nuclear war could break out, and they believe it could occur right there. The Middle East is a bomb ready to be detonated. War could spread into a worldwide conflict, bringing on a nuclear holocaust that people worry so much about.

Amazing Prophecy About Egypt and Iraq

Turn with me, please, to Isaiah 19. When I first discovered this passage, I nearly jumped out of the chair in my study. For here we read that it is out of the Middle East, the hot spot of the world, that God is going to bring blessing to the world, through the conversion of the Egyptians. They are going to be converted to YAHWEH, the God of Israel, and to the religion of Israel. The Hebrew language will be spoken in the cities of Egypt. The Egyptians will know the Lord and will have dealings with Israel and with Iraq (which is old Assyria).

Although there is great distress today, and the distress will increase, out of the Middle East will come the world's greatest blessing. God is going to bless the whole world, because He will reveal Himself in the Middle East.

Let's read Isaiah 19, beginning with verse 18. "In that day five cities in the land of Egypt will speak the language of Canaan [Hebrew] and swear to the Lord of hosts." Swearing to the Lord of hosts means yielding allegiance to Him, worshiping Him. The Lord of hosts is the God of Israel.

"In that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt. . . " Egypt will have an altar to YAHWEH, the God of Israel, and Egyptians will be worshiping the one true and living God.

“. . . and a pillar to the Lord at its border. It will be for a sign and a witness to the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt. For they will cry to the Lord because of the oppressors, and He will send them a Savior, and a Great One, and He will deliver them. And the Lord will be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the Lord in that day" (vv.19‑21).

Knowing the Lord doesn't mean just to know about Him. It means to know Him intimately. They will know Him as their God and their Savior. The Egyptians will be converted to the God of Israel and speak the holy language of the Bible. Egypt will wor​ship the true and living God.

Verse 22 says, "And the Lord will smite Egypt. He will smite and heal it." The book of Daniel says that Antichrist will invade Egypt. That could be what is re​ferred to in this passage. "They will return to the Lord, and He will be entreated by them and heal them.” 

A Highway

We know from verse 23 that "in that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria. " You may want to look at a map of the Holy Land in the back of your Bible. Egypt is down below, little Israel is to the north, and Assyria is over to the east. In the old days, there was a highway that ran from Assyria, through Israel, and on down into Egypt.

Old Assyria is modern Iraq. This prophecy refers to the last days. "In that day" the Lord will make Israel a blessing to the earth. The Egyptians will be converted to God. There will be a highway of bless​ing‑not war, not fighting, not destruction‑from Egypt, through Israel, to Iraq. "And the Assyrians will come into Egypt, and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the Egyptians will serve with the Assyrians" (v.23). That means they will serve the Lord.

The Middle East today is a caldron of terror to the whole world, mainly because of the religious con​victions of the people. The Muslims are violently op​posed to the Jews. You can't sit down at the table and reason with them. There is nothing more horri​ble than a so‑called "holy" war. That's what is under​neath all the turmoil. There is no way this can be worked out until these warring people are converted to the true and living God.

"In that day Israel will be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land" (v.24). (The word translated "land" ought to be "earth.") Out of the Middle East will come blessing to the world, because God is going to convert Israel, convert the Egyptians, and convert the Iraqis, and Jesus will reign from Jerusalem over the entire earth. Jerusalem and the surrounding area will bring great blessing to the world. "Out of Zion shall go forth the Law, and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem" (Isaiah 2:3).

Verse 25 says, "Whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, saying, `Blessed be Egypt My people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel My inheri​tance. "' Blessing to the world will come out of the Middle East because God will be revealed to those nations, and our Lord will be there reigning over the entire earth in the Millennium. He will solve the problem which man has failed to solve.

Israel's Suffering Foretold

Our hearts ache as we think about another fact, and that is the coming agony of the nation of Israel. No nation in all the world has suffered as much as Israel. There is a reason for that suffering. Our Lord Jesus said in Luke 21:24 in a great prophetic dis​course, "Jerusalem will be trodden down by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”

"The times of the Gentiles" means the period of time when Israel would be in distress, under the heel of oppressors. "The times of the Gentiles" began when Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judea, took the peo​ple captive, and brought them into his own land of Babylonia. "The times of the Gentiles" will continue until the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Israel will be trodden down until then.

I have been in Jerusalem six times. When I was there the first time, in 1955, most of the holy sites were in the hands of the Arabs. I had to land on the Arab side and take my bags across "no man's land" to get to Israel. No Jew was weeping at the Wailing Wall at that time.

But after Israel recaptured Jerusalem in the Six Day War in 1967, the Jews came together at the Wailing Wall. I remember that Moshe Dayan said Israel would never again be under the oppressor. Young Israeli soldiers took over the Masada, that fortress, that last stronghold that was beaten down in the days of Rome.

What took place at the Masada, a flat‑topped hill used as a fortress, is one of the most tragic events in history. The final revolt of the Jews was crushed there by the Romans. That happened about AD 73. Since that time, until 1948, there was no nation of Israel, and through the years the Jews have been trodden down. Although Dayan said they would never again be under the heel of the oppressor, I know differently, and I weep, because the Bible says their greatest agony is still ahead.

Oppression of Israel Continues

Our Lord Jesus said that until He comes again Jerusalem shall be trodden down. Israel was trodden down by the Babylonians, by the Medo‑Persians, by the Greeks, by the Romans. Rome was in authority over Jerusalem in the days of our Lord Jesus Christ. Israel was trodden down by Islam, trodden down by the Turks, trodden down by the Crusaders, trodden down by the British Mandate.

Israel was trodden down by Hitler when 6 million Jews were wiped out in the holocaust. When I see on television man's inhumanity to man, I can't stand it.

One of the blackest spots in the record of human life is the extermination of those Jews in the gas chambers. Hitler's ambition was to wipe them out!

Now the Arab leaders have openly said, "We'll drive them into the sea!" And if it had not been for America, it would have happened. Their hatred of Israel is intense. There can be all kinds of peace treaties and diplomats, but there will be no peace in the Middle East until Jesus comes again.

As to the future, the nations formerly known as the Soviet Union, now called the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), will invade Israel.  Remember, the nations of old Russia were depicted as a bear, not a docile lamb. The hardliners, the old guard, are still there. International political conditions can change overnight. Although there may be periods of calm, I profoundly believe that we are not far from the time of that invasion, as described in Ezekiel 38 and 39. The Hebrew language clearly says these invaders are the nations around the Black Sea, the nations formerly called Russia.

Then finally, Israel will be trodden down by the Antichrist. It is very sad that Jesus said to Israel in His day, "I have come in My Father's name and you have received Me not. One is coming in his own name [the Antichrist], and him you will receive." Nationally, the Jews have turned their backs on God's man Jesus, but when the devil's man comes on the scene, they will receive him‑to their horrible loss!

The Worst Is Yet To Come

After the church is caught up to meet the Lord in the air (the Rapture), the 7‑year tribulation period will begin. In the first half, the Antichrist will have a covenant with the Jews and will be gaining in power. They will be back in their restored temple and offering their sacrifices. But when the Antichrist reaches the zenith of his power, halfway through the tribulation period, he will rip off his mask and reveal himself as the man of sin. His false prophet will place the Antichrist's image, called the abomination of desolation, in the temple at Jerusalem, and demand that everyone worship the image or be killed.

Jesus said that when the Antichrist's image, the idol that desolates and destroys, is placed in the temple, the people are to run! There will be no time to gather up their belongings. If they are in the field, they aren't to take time to come into the house. They are to flee! That day will be especially hard for women with nursing infants. And if it happens on the Sabbath Day, the people will be permitted to go only a short distance (Matthew 24:15‑20).

For then shall be the Great Tribulation, the beginning of the second half of the tribulation period. And Jesus said that if He didn't come again and stop it by His return, there wouldn't be one single human being left alive on this earth! So Israel will agree to a covenant with the Antichrist, but to their horror he will turn on them and try to wipe them out. Christ will return to save a "remnant."

Israel's New Birth Prophesied

God's plan for Israel is found in Ezekiel 36:24‑28.

"I will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land. Then I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you will be clean. I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from your idols.

"I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you." That is the new birth. Jesus said to Nicodemus (John 3), "You must be born again. Are you a teacher in Israel and don't know about the new birth?" Israel will experience a new heart, a new birth!

"I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them. Then you will dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers. You will be My people, and I will be your God. "

That is God's Word to the nation of Israel. So God's plan is that His people will be converted in heart. They will be clean. He can live with them again. Israel is in her Ichabod period now: "The glory of God has departed" (1 Samuel 4:21). In the book of Ezekiel (11:23) we read about the glory of God coming up on the eastern gate, the eastern wall, and disappearing from that day till this. And the Shekinah Glory, God's visible Presence, has not been with His people since that day.

Before Israel is converted, she will have to go through the fire. In Ezekiel 22:18‑19 we read, "The house of Israel has become dross to Me; they are all bronze, tin, iron, and lead, in the midst of a furnace: they have become dross from silver. Therefore thus says the Lord God: `Because you have all become dross, therefore behold, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem.'"

Now she is gathered back in the land. In Ezekiel 37 we read of the vision of the valley of dry bones. This is not the resurrection of physical bodies. This is the national resurrection of Israel, as bone comes to bone‑--a Russian Jew, a German Jew, an American Jew coming together in the land of Israel. It is Jew coming to Jew. Ezekiel saw that body coming together, the national resurrection of Israel--‑not the rebirth.

God has gathered the men and women of Israel back into the land, but there is no breath in them; that is, God's Spirit is not in them. They have gathered back in unbelief. That is the reason Israel is in trouble. She will not be out of trouble until she is converted to the Lord Jesus Christ! God's Son came to His own, but His own did not receive Him (John 1:11). They have rejected Him nationally to this moment. What will make Israel turn to the Lord? All the preaching in the world will never do it.

Israel in the Fire

So we read in Ezekiel 22:19‑22, "Because you have all become dross, therefore behold, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. As men gather silver, bronze, iron, lead, and tin into the midst of a furnace to blow fire on it, to melt it, so will I gather you in My anger and in My fury, and I will leave you there and melt you. I will gather you and blow on you with the fire of My wrath, and you will be melted in its midst. As silver is melted in the midst of a furnace, so you will be melted in its midst. Then you will know that I, the Lord, have poured out My fury upon you. "

God says He will bring Israel into a furnace. Our God is a consuming fire. (It would be a good study to look up the word fire in your concordance and trace it through the Bible.) Here in Ezekiel, God says Jerusalem and Judea and the Holy Land will be like a furnace! And the fire will be the nations of earth, trying to wipe out the Jew. Israel is a burdensome stone to the nations, and the nations will come to the place where they will say, "Our biggest problem is the nation of Israel. We will wipe her out." God says in Zechariah 14:2, "I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem." Talk about a wave of anti‑Semitism! It will be like a huge tidal wave.

Humanly speaking, Israel is living today only because of the help of America and Britain and Canada, particularly America. We have pledged ourselves to defend Israel. That is our position. Traditionally, we have been people of the Bible. But even America is going to give up on Israel. God says, "I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle." In the Great Tribulation all the nations will gather together to exterminate Israel‑their burden, their biggest problem. They will come together to wipe her out. And in that moment, without a friend in this world‑not even America, nor Britain, nor Canada‑and facing extermination, Israel will turn to our Lord!

Israel Rejected the Messiah

When our blessed Lord was carrying His cross toward Calvary, He saw some women weeping for Him and for the others being crucified. He turned to them and made a profound utterance: "Women, weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves and your children" (Luke 23:28). He was looking ahead through the years and saw the agonies that would come upon Israel: the persecution, Hitler's gas chambers, the ghettos, and all the pogroms. So He said, "Don't weep for Me. You are the ones who are in trouble. Weep for yourselves and your children."

Earlier, when He lamented over Jerusalem, He said, "You will not see Me till you say, `Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord"' (Matthew 23:39). They have not said that, to this hour. Israel has rejected and continues to reject Christ as her Messiah, her Savior!

When wise men came from the East to Jerusalem in search of the newborn King (Matthew 2), they asked, "Where is He that is born King of the Jews?"  And back came the answer, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written." And the wise men went, but the religious leaders didn't! They turned down God's Son. They knew the Scriptures, but they rejected the Messiah who is revealed in the Scriptures.

But the day is coming when Jesus' feet will touch down on the Mount of Olives. Israel will look at Christ and say, "What are these wounds in Your hands?" He will answer, "Where I was wounded in the house of My people." Then they will fall on their faces, crying, "The Lord is our God!" and He will say, "You are My people."

The new nation of Israel will be born in a day! And that remnant of Israel will form the holy seed of the holy nation that will be the leading nation in the Millennium. Read for yourself Isaiah 60, where God speaks of the kings of earth coming to Israel and bending down before her. The nations that will not serve her will perish. The house of Israel will never mourn again, after her conversion.

Why Has Israel Suffered So Much?

Failure to witness. We know from Isaiah 43:10 and the last part of Romans 9 that Israel has suffered because God had ordained her to be a witness to the nations, and she failed Him. "You are My witnesses. " That was her primary responsibility.

Israel was to witness to the other nations about God. Israel had the prophets of God, the Word of God, and the presence of God. Why were the prophets sent to Israel? Why did He give the Scriptures to Israel? Why did Israel know His pres​ence? Because she was to reveal Him to the other nations. But she failed to be a witness for God.

We, the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, have been told that we are now His witnesses. It is our responsibility to witness for God to the nations, and we also are failing God! First Peter 2:9‑10 says, "You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's possession, that you may show forth the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light, who once were not a people, but are now the people of God. "

Why has God left us here in this world? Why are believers left in the world? To witness to other people for the Lord by lip and life. When Israel failed to wit​ness, God said He would give that privilege to the Gentiles who would believe in Him. Now the church is called of God to witness for Him--‑not that the church is Israel but that we are taking the place of Israel today to be witnesses for God. The only wit​nesses God has on earth are believers in Jesus, born‑again people. But largely, we are failing God.

Self-righteousness. In the book of Romans, the apostle Paul said that Israel sought salvation by works instead of by faith. Why was it that Israel did not attain to righteousness? Because she tried to be right with God by self‑righteousness, by keeping laws instead of having faith in God (9:30‑32). God is not going to let anybody be saved by works, because works are of self.

Someone says, "I will keep the Ten Command​ments." Or, "I will obey the Sermon on the Mount." You can't do it. There is only one way to be right​eous, and that is to have the righteousness of Christ. It is an imputed righteousness! As the hymn writer said, "Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne." Righteousness is not earned; it is a wonderful gift from God to the person who believes on Jesus. "Those who receive abun​dance of grace and of the gift of righteousness" (Romans 5:17).

We can face God only if we are clothed in Christ's righteousness. A person can't be saved by offering God his very best; it is only filthy rags in His sight. We cannot stand before the fiery eyes of a holy God in our own righteousness. Israel sought salvation by works, not faith. Multitudes of church members are doing the same today. They don't know the heart of the gospel justification by faith in Christ!

Refusal to hear God's messengers. God sent His prophets to Israel, but she would not receive them nor their message. Jesus said, "O Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her!" (Matthew 23:37).

Rejection of God's Son. Then God sent His only begotten Son, but the leaders of Israel would not be​lieve His Word nor accept Him as their Messiah. After a mock trial, with false accusations and brutal beatings, they crucified Him.

Not only does Judaism ignore and reject the Lord Jesus Christ, but also many other religions refuse to acknowledge Him as the Son of God. There are mil​lions of people who reject Christ, and they are lost! Why? Because God will not do business with any​body except on the basis of His Son, Jesus Christ. And this is what I want to drive home. If church members do not really have Jesus in their hearts, if they have no personal relationship with God through Christ by faith, they also are lost. "All should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him" (John 5:23).

Be Ready To Meet God

Everybody must meet God someday, not in his own self‑righteousness but in the righteousness of Christ, not on his own terms but in God's appointed way. Oh, the peril to your soul if you are not ready when that moment comes!

One day when my son Dave was driving to the airport with a friend, he began to feel chest pains. He said, "I feel as if I'm going to have a heart attack." His friend said, "I know where there's a doctor nearby," and they went immediately to see him. The doctor said, "Get to the hospital right away. I'll have a doctor waiting for you."

When Dave got to the hospital and lay down on the bed, he suffered a cardiac arrest with the doctor standing right there over him. With electroshock therapy they got his heart beating again, and he re​covered to the point that they could go on with treat​ment. The doctor said, "Had you gone on to the airport, you wouldn't be alive today. And I'm pleased to tell you that your heart problem is operable."

We took Dave to Cleveland, Ohio, for the surgery. I got up early the next morning and went to Dave's room. The attendant came in, placed him on the cart, and his wife and I walked alongside to the doors of the operating room. Then the attendant said, "It's about time for him to go in."

I looked down into my son's face and said, "David, I'd like to go with you." He looked up at me and smiled and said, "Dad, you've been telling me all my life that there would come a moment when noth​ing would matter but the Lord. This is that moment. I'm going in with a verse from the Word of God that you gave me when I was a little boy: `Whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.' And Dad, I know I'm saved. Don't you worry about me. You can't go with me, but Christ can, and He will."

In that operating room he had three bypasses. He came through the operation well and is in excellent condition today. But when he went into that operating room, it was the moment of truth. All that mattered to Dave was Jesus and His presence with him.

A Final Word

Make sure you have Christ, not just outward religion. Make sure, according to the Word of God and in your own heart, that you are trusting only Christ for salvation, not religion or your works. Believe the promise of God in His Word, "Whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Romans 10:13). "Whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). "The one who comes to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John 6:37).

You can't come to God on your own terms. You can't stand before God in your sins. But Jesus died on the cross and made atonement for all your sins. He paid the price. He opened the way to heaven for you by the shedding of His blood. He died in your place. All you need to do is trust Him for your salvation and let Him live His life in and through you. He has already taken care of it, and He will take care of you when you come to the end of this life.

Remember, salvation is not by works. Salvation is God's gift to you, through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Come to Him just as you are. Tell Him that you accept Him as your personal Savior and Lord. He will save you. He will be faithful to His promise. Then get into the Word of God for fellowship with Him and instruction about His will for your life. He loves you. He will save you if you trust Him alone to be your Savior.
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